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PAUL JOHNSON: MODERN TIMES
STUDY GUIDE, 1985-1989
Steven Alan Samson

CHAPTER 1: A RELATIVISTIC WORLD

A. THEORY OF RELATIVITY (1-5)

Albert Einstein

Red shift test

Unintended consequence: relativism
Einstein and the indeterminacy principle
Dual impact of great scientific innovators

agrwnNE

B. SIGMUND FREUD (5-8)

Psychoanalysis as an alternative to heroic methods
Havelock Ellis

Freud as a messianic ideologue

Freud’s Gnosticism

Freud’s neologisms (Oedipus complex, death instinct)

agrONE

C. CULTURAL REVOLUTION (8-10)

Anti-hero (Proust, Joyce)

Marxism

Personal conscience and guilt dismissed as a mere safety device
Vision of moral anarchy (Yeats)

Cultural pessimism (Nordau, Lombroso, Spengler, Conrad)
Death of the idea of progress (Bury)

oukwhE

D. STATISM AND OUTRAGED RIGHTEOUSNESS (14-17)

1. Destructive capacity of the state
2. Magnification of the state (Russia, Germany, France)
3. American corporatism (Wilson, Croly, Van Hise, Dewey)

E. EUROPE’'S EXPERIENCE WITH PEACE SETTLEMENTS (17-18)
1. Peace of Westphalia, 1648
2. Congress of Vienna, 1815
3. Peace by dictat

F. EUROPEAN YOUTH (18-19)

1. Youth movement
2. Popularity of the war

G. DISILLUSIONMENT AND DEFEAT (19-20)

1. Kaiser ousted
2. Emperor abdicated



3. Czar's family murdered
4. Sultan shaken

DISSOLUTION OF DYNASTIC AND PROPRIETARY EMPIRES (20-22)

1. Prewar religious and dynastic allegiance
2. Substitution of nationalism and irredentism

WOODROW WILSON'’S FLAWED IDEALISM (22-27)

23 pronouncements
Ludendorff's gambit

The “Commentary”
Design-less peace conference
Consequences of his blunders
German distress

ouhrwprE

DISSENSION (27-30)

End of entente cordiale

William Bullitt

John Maynard Keynes

Bloomsbury Group

Keynes's Economic Consequences

agrwNRE

LEAGUE OF NATIONS (30-32)

Authors of the League concept (Phillimore, Cecil)
Critique of the League concept (Hankey, Crowe)
Wilson’s sponsorship of the League

“Strong Reservationists”

PONPE

WOODROW WILSON'S MESSIANISM (32-35)

1. Making the world safe for a quasi-religious democracy
2. Arrival of Keynes’ book
3. Flaws in the League

. ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES (35-36)

1. Hyperinflation
2. Debt owed to the United States
3. German default

NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS (36-38)

1. Austria-Hungary
2. War ushered in a period of unprecedented violence
3. Minor wars

INTERNAL PROBLEMS (38-41)

Poland

Czechoslovakia
Yugoslavia

Irreconcilable nationalisms

A



5.

Breakdown of colonialism

P. BRITISH INDIA (41-47)

oukrwnE

Edwin Montagu'’s guilt complex

“Indian opinion” and the political nation

Lord Milner and the Kindergarten

Gandhi's campaign and the demand for rights
The Dyer Incident

Nehru on Dyer

Q. DEMISE OF THE OLD ORDER (47-48)

1.
2.

Its “prophets” (Marx, Freud, Nietzsche)
“Will to Power” as a summons to the gangster-statesmen

CHAPTER TWO: THE FIRST DESPOTIC UTOPIAS

A. LENIN: DEPARTURE FROM ZURICH (49-58)

1.
2.
3

Breeding Revolutions Is an Old Form of Warfare (“typhoid bacillus”)

Finland Station

Vladimir llich Ulyanov: background and character, hatred of religion, asceticism,
habstract humanitarianism

Critics of Lenin: Plekhanov, Trotsky, Menzhinsky

Consistency of Lenin’s Character: authoritarianism, Marxism identified with
objective truth, ferocity against heretics, voluntarism vs. determinism

Lenin’s Un-Marxist Impatience: speeding up history, vanguard fighters; secrecy,
restricted membership, and professionalism

Rosa Luxembourg on Lenin’s Absolutism

Italian Fascism Compared: Roberto Michels, Benito Mussolini, Lenin and
Mussolini: six common features, bifurcation of Leninism and proto-fascism

B. REVOLUTIONS OF 1917 (58-64)

1.
2.
3

4.
5.

Subversion of the New Regime

Lenin’s Lack of a Power Base

February Revolution: peasant collectivit tradition, kulaks, peasant proprietors,
Agrarian rioting, collapse of the regime

Provisional Government: Kerensky, Bolshevik’s anti-war policy, peasant revolt
Lenin’s Seizure of Power: lack of a mandate, the soviets, All-Russian Congress
of Soviets, Kornilov revolt, Trotsky, October Revolution and Sovnarkom

C. CONSOLIDATION OF POWER (64-67)

ONoOOA~WNE

Split Level Operations

Elections

The Press

Takeover of Organizations

Decree-Law

Trotsky's Thugs

Terrorist Tradition: Robespierre, Rosa Luxemburg, executions, violent rhetoric
Counterrevolutionary Terror



D. THE CHEKA (67-71)

NogkrwdbE

Felix Dzerzhinsky

Cheka’s Secrecy

Its Ruthlessness: contrast with Okhrana, executions

Revolutionary Tribunals

Concentration and Labor Camps

Lenin’s Role: summary executions

Collective Guilt: condemned categories, occupational groups, M. Y. Latsis,
extermination

E. DICTATORSHIP ESTABLISHED (71-76)

PN E

Constituent Assembly Dissolved

Peace with Germany (Treaty of Brest-Litovsk)

Allied Troops in Russia

Factors Favoring the New Regime: Complacency of Allies (except Churchill),
absence of a Russian policy, fear of Adm. Kolchak, disunited opposition, Lenin’s
clear vision of victory

F. NATIONALITIES (76-78)

1. Josef (Djugashvili) Stalin: Narcomnats

2. Bourgeois Republics

3. Self-Determination Issue

4. Russification Continued

5. “Voluntary Union”: Mask for Great Russian Imperialism

6. Federal Constitution

G. STAGES IN THE CREATION OF AN AUTOCRACY (78-83)

1. Elimination of Opposition Outside the Party: Dictatorship of the Proletariat,
Gerrymandering, Loss of Voting Rights by Opposition, Kronstadt Mutiny, Social
Democratic Activity Ended

2. All Power Placed in Party Hands: Takeover of Administrative Apparatus,
Hierarchy of Party Organs, New Class

3. Opposition within the Party Crushed: Democratic Centralism

4. Concentration of Power: Point Seven, Karl Radek, Party Bureaucracy

H. STALIN (83-84)

1. Orgburo and Politburo

2. Central Committee

3. General-Secretary

LENIN'S ACHIEVEMENT (84-86)

1. New Type of Despotism

2. Unrestricted License for Terror

3. Revolutionary Conscience: Joseph Conrad and Fyodor Dostoevsky
J. LENIN’'S DECLINE (86-88)

1. Medical Problems

2. Lenin-Stalin Breach

3.

Second Stroke



K. LENIN'S LEGACY (88-94)

1. Industrial Decline

2. Depopulation of Cities

3. Centralized Planned Economy

4. State Capitalism: German model, Ludendorff, slave labor
5. Takeover of the Unions: closed shop
6. Universal Labor Service
7. Socialization of the Land
8. Inflation
9. New Economic Plan (NEP)
10. Failure of Social Engineering

L. THE OTHER REVOLUTIONS (94-95)

1. Germany: Kurt Eisner
2. Austria
3. Hungary
4. Turkey:Atatlrk
5. ltaly: d’Annunzio
M. BENITO MUSSOLINI (95-97)
1. Fasces
2. Learning from Lenin’s Mistakes
3. New Party
4. Potency of National Myth
N. CONSOLIDATION OF FASCISM (97-100)
1. Antonio Gramsci's Syndicalism as a Catalyst
2. Fascist Action Squads
3. ltalo Balbo
4. Fascist Terror
5. Parliamentary Corruption
6. March on Rome

0. THE FASCIST REGIME (100-02)

Lenin’s Mistakes Avoided

Murder of Matteotti

Fascist Legislation

Nebulous Quality of Italian Fascism
Mystification of the Opposition

arwONE

P. GLOBAL POLITICAL HOLISM (102-03)
1. Mach’s Principle
2. Quantum Mechanics
3. 1918 Influenza

Q. FASCIST ACCOMPLISHMENTS (103)

CHAPTER 13: “PEACE BY TERROR”



A. GRAND ALLIANCE (432-35)

Poland

Roosevelt's naivety about Stalin
Churchill's “naughty document”
Greece

Eastern Europe

agroNRE

B. COLD WAR (435-38)

Stalin’s greed

Truman and Molotov
Labourite attitude

Stalin’s show trials

Churchill’s “Cold War” speech
Iran

Purge of Henry Wallace

NogkrwdbrE

C. PAX AMERICANA, OR, THE AMERICAN PEACE (439-43)

Britain’s financial woes
Greece

Truman Doctrine
Marshall Plan
Czechoslovakia

The Berlin Airlift
NATO

NSC-68

ONoOA~AWONE

D. CHINA (443-47)

Mao and Chiang
Civil War

Inflation

Communist victories
Mao’s land reform

agrwnNpE

E. JAPAN (447-48)
F. YUGOSLAVIA (448-49)
G. KOREAN CONFLICT (449-51)
1. Acheson speech
2. United Nations police action
3. Strengthening of Chinese independence
H. ARMS RACE (452)
I.  SOVIET UNION (452-56)
1. Iron Curtain

2. Witch-hunt
3. Lysenkoism



4. Great Soviet Encyclopedia
5. Anti-semitism
6. Stalin’s insanity

J. AMERICA’'S POSTWAR BOOM (456-60)

1. Open society

2. Loyalty inquiries

3. Joseph McCarthy

4. Korean War as a catalyst

K. DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (460-63)

His achievement has been underestimated
His success

Indirect approach

Pseudo-delegation of powers

PwNPE

L. EISENHOWER'S THREE PRINCIPLES

1. Avoid war
2. Constitutional control over military
3. Security of freedom rests on a healthy American economy

CHAPTER 14: “THE BANDUNG GENERATION”

A. BRITAIN (466-69)

1. Churchill's last stand
2. Collective security
3. Failure of vision; collapse of will

B. INDIA (469-77)

Mohandas Gandhi: a “sacral oddity”
Jawaharlal Nehru

British loss of control

Nehru’s leadership

Nehru’s attitude toward the Red Bloc
“The third world” (le tiers monde)

oukrwnE

C. BANDUNG CONFERENCE, 1955 (477-80)

1. Achmad Sukarno

2. Rule by concepts

3. “Living dangerously”

4. Takeover by Gen. Suharto

D. PALESTINE-ISRAEL (480-85)

British oil interests

Balfour Declaration

Emile Ghori’s terrorism

Reasons Israel was slipping from Britain’s grasp

PwONPE



a. Stern Gang and Irgun
b. Appeal to American Jews

E. ISRAELIWAR FOR INDEPENDENCE (485-87)

1. Mufti's assassination squads
2. Deir Yassin massacre
3. Refugee camps

F. EGYPT (487-90)

1. King Farouk
2. Gamal Abdul Nasser

G. SUEZ CRISIS (490-93)

1. Anthony Eden
2. lIsrael's access blocked
3. Eisenhower’s costly reaction

H. UNITED NATIONS AND “WORLD OPINION” (493-95)

Trygve Lie’s resignation

Dag Hammarskjold

UN Meditation Room

UN peacekeeping forces

UN: forum for anti-West hatred

arONE

. ALGERIA (495-500)

Settlement by the French
Massacres by the Arabs
FLN strategy

FLN policy of genocide

PN PE

J. FRANCE (500-05)

Revival of torture
Charles de Gaulle
Officer’s revolt

State terrorism (OAS)
Evian Agreements
Ruin of the Country

oukrwpdE

CHAPTER 15: CALIBAN'S KINGDOMS

A. DECOLONIZING PROCESS (506-08)
1. French expediency
2. British expediency
3. Paper constitutions

B. ENDLESS CONFERENCES (508-10)



1. Electoral muddle
2. Tanzania’s reform
3. The Gambia

C. THE PROFESSIONAL POLITICIAN (510)
D. GOLD COAST-GHANA (511-13)

Most promising black state in Africa
Kwame Nkrumah

Two fallacies: politicization and charismatic leadership
Nkrumah as “the Redeemer”

PwnNpE

E. NIGERIA (513-14)

1. Dual mandate system
2. Secession of Biafra

F. CONGO-ZAIRE (514-17)

Belgian rule
Professional politicians
UN intervention
Mobutu coup

PoNPE

G. MILITARY TAKEOVERS (517-18)

A succession of coups
Leninist one-party systems
Institutionalized corruption
Omnicompetent utopian state

PN PE

H. LEGACY OF COLONIALISM (513-20)

Colonial laissez faire
Social engineering
Forced labor
Portuguese slave labor
Land apportionment

arONE

l.  SOUTH AFRICA (520-26)

Pass laws

Racial legislation

Colored and mixed races
Apartheid

Separatist legislation

Hendryk Verwoerd
Demographic trends

Factors favoring its success
Relations with black neighbors

CoNooOR~wWNE

J. RACISM OF THE BLACK STATES (526-28)

1. Expulsion of Jews, Arabs, and Asians
2. Anti-white discrimination



3. Tribal segregationism
4. The great drought and nomadism

TANZANIA (528-30)

1. Julius Nyerere
2. Tanu: the one-party state
3. Suppression of human rights

4. ujamaa
AUTHORITARIAN IDEOLOGIES (530-31)

1. Village regrouping, humanism, Consciencism, Negritude, Mobutism
2. Revival of pagan sacralism

. VIOLENCE (531-32)

1. Macias and Equatorial Guinea
2. Bokassa and Central African Republic
3. Toure's Guinea and Gadafy's Libya

UGANDA (532-37)

1. Tribal rivalry

2. 1di Amin

3. Muslim alliance

4. Murders and cannibalism

5. Competing police forces

6. International community failure
7. African support

8. Amin’s reception at the UN

9. Invasion of Tanzania

10. Aftermath of Amin’s ouster

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (537-38)
1. Militarization of OAU and UN
BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND CIVIL WARS (538-39)
Race-revolt in Rwanda
Polisario revolt
Gadafy’s interventionism

Ethiopia
Displaced persons

agrwnNE

POST-COLONIAL DEGENERATION (540-41)

Lack of real cooperation
Economic decline
Communications problems
Deteriorating medical standards

PonNpE

SUMMARY OF EVENTS, 1979-1980 (541-42)

RECURRENT CYCLE OF INTEREST AND DISINTEREST (542-43)



1. Rhodes period
2. Early independence

CHAPTER 16: EXPERIMENTING WITH HALF MANKIND

A. MAO TSE-TUNG (544-48)

1. His admiring visitors and sycophants

2. His peasant character

3. His contempt for objective reality

4. Resemblance to Hitler

5. Imminent eschatology (revolutionary dispensationalism)

B. MAO’'S REIGN: A LURID MELODRAMA (548-50)

1. Savage land reform

2. Thought reform

3. Accelerated collectivism

4. “Let a hundred flowers bloom”

5. Dissatisfaction with Stalin’s successors

C. GREAT LEAP FORWARD (550-52)

Peasants as a “tabula rasa” or clean sheet of paper
High-speed communication

Russian aid to steel industry wasted

Famine

Two-line struggle

aogprpONE

D. ENTR'ACTE, OR, BETWEEN THE ACTS (552-55)

Mao’s interest in brainwashing
Chiang Ching

Restival of Peking Opera
Mao’s jealousy of Liu Shao-chi
His pique at a play

aorwnNE

E. THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION (555-61)

Political dismissals

Invitation to vandalism

Red Guards, wall posters
Violence

Chiang Ching’s army organization
Parade of public enemies
Cultural void

Civil War

Ritardando (deceleration)

©CoNOUA~AWNE

F. PASING OF THE OLD GUARD (562-63)

1. Death of Lin Piao
2. Mao’s iliness



3. Reappearance of Teng
4. Death of Chou En-lai

G. RIVAL CLAIMANTS (563-65)

Chiang Ching

Hua Kuo-feng
Showdown

Gang of Four arrested
Their trial

aogpONE

H. TENG HSIAO-PING (565-67)

1. His character
2. Economic reforms

. NEHRU ERA IN INDIA (567-68)

1. Troubles with China
2. Rift with China
3. The Syndicate and Lal Shastri

J. INDIRA GANDHI (568-71)

Soviet alliance

Divided Pakistan

Creation of Bangladesh
Mutinies and unrest

State of emergency

Sanjay Gandhi and birth control

ogkrwpnE

K. MORARJI DESAI (571)
L. MRS. GANDHI'S REELECTION (571-72)

1. Police terror
2. Caste bias

M. ASIAN SOCIAL EXPERIMENTS (573-74)

1. Burma and Pakistan
2. Calcutta: the realized anti-Utopia of modern times

CHAPTER 17: THE EUROPEAN LAZARUS

A. POSTWAR DESPAIR (575-77)

Jean-Paul Sartre’s Existentialism

Albert Camus and the gallicization of Nietzsche
Café Flore

Man'’s self-creation

pONE

B. MATURING OF CHRISTIAN ACTIVISM (577-78)



1. Three great survivors
C. ALCIDE DE GASPERI (578-79)

1. His spiritual allegiance
2. Opposition to totalitarianism
3. Postwar coalition

D. KONRAD ADENAUER (579-86)

1. His political character

2. Social Democrats

3. Adenauer as patriarch
4. Christian Democrats

5. West German state

6. Industrial unions

7. Co-partnership

8. His achievements

9. Dealing with the Soviets
10. His legacy

E. FRANCE (586-89)

Robert Schuman

Third French Republic
Vichy France

French Communists
De Gaulle’s resignation

agronpE

F. FOURTH REPUBLIC (589-93)

Earlier constitutions

New constitution

Jean Monnet

EEC

Common Agricultural Policy
Reassertion of French nationhood

ogkrwnE

G. DE GAULLE AND THE FIFTH REPUBLIC (593-98)

His intellectual prowess
Philosophic cast of mind
Concept of the state
1958 constitution
Economic transformation
Carolingian perspective
Meeting with Adenauer
Antipathy to Britain

N~ WNE

H. CONFUSED BRITISH POLICY (598-601)

British self-conceit as an independent great power
Harold Macmillan

EEC rejection

Economic weaknesses

Reasons for its chronic problems

agrLONE



I.  BRITISH LABOUR PARTY (601-04)

Parliamentary syndicalism
Common law balance ruined
Statutory union privilege
Economic growth inhibited
Rise in public sector spending

arwpnE

J. SCANDINAVIA (604-05)

1. Class warfare
2. Social Democracy

K. SWITZERLAND (605-07)

1. Plebiscitory conservatism
2. Negative approach

L. PORTUGAL (607-08)

1. Antonio Salazar
2. PIDE
3. 1974 coup

M. SPAIN (608-10)

1. Francisco Franco
2. Juan Carlos
3. 1978 constitution

N. GREECE

Gen. John Metaxas

Field Marshal Papagos

Col. George Papadapoulos
1975 constitution
Politicization of the economy
New immigration of Greeks

ISR

O. TRANSFORMATION OF EUROPE

1. Anomaly of Europe’s dependence on the US for its security

CHAPTER 18: AMERICA'’S SUICIDE ATTEMPT

A. CULMINATION OF AMERICAN PARAMOUNTCY (613-16)

Unprecedented prosperity

Kennedy and Nixon

Soviet strategy of national liberation wars
Kennedy's “action diplomacy”

America’s post-colonial system

Latin American policy

ogakrwpE



B. ARGENTINA (616-18)

1. Economics, militarism, politics
2. Juan Peron
3. Peron’s legacy of the parasitical state

C. CUBA (618-25)

Fulgencio Batista’s radical gangster society
Fidel Castro as a gifted political gangster
His use of Leninist and Hitlerite methods
Soviet patronage

Bay of Pigs

agrONE

D. CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS (625-29)

Khrushchev’s missile gap
Khrushchev’s bluff called
Kennedy's concessions
Castro’s prestige

Mass exodus from Cuba

agrONE

E. SPACE RACE (625-26)

1. Kennedy's failure to distinguish between image and reality
2. Post-Sputnik panic
3. Moon race

F. VIETNAM CONFLICT (626-37)

1. OSS and the Indochina War

2. Dien Bien Phu

3. Eisenhower and Ngo Dinh Diem

4. Three blunders

5. Slow escalation

6. Limited bombing

7. Self-restraint interpreted as weakness
8. Tendentious presentation of the news
9. Media’s handling of the Tet Offensive
10. Failure of the American leadership

G. PUBLIC FINANCE (637-41)

Johnson: last of the big spenders
War on Poverty

Great Society

Economic strains

Rise in government employment
Poor as wards of the state

ouaprwNE

H. PUBLIC EDUCATION (641-44)

1. Ideal of universal education
2. Growth of the knowledge industry
3. Federal subsidies



4. Falling standards
5. Joseph Schumpeter’s warning
6. Student radicalism

. DESEGREGATION (644-46)

1. Use of federal power
2. \Voter registration
3. Frustration and violence

J. THE LIBERAL MEDIA (646-47)

1. Dilution of authority
2. Restraints on the Presidency
3. Media as a permanent opposition

K. RICHARD NIXON (647-49)

1. Disengagement from Vietnam
2. New China policy

L. WATERGATE (649-53)

Earlier witch hunts

Political skullduggery

Earlier forbearance by the media
Political espionage

Taping of conversations

agronpE

M. CONSEQUENCES (653-54)

1. Shift of power to Congress
2. Destruction of free institutions in Indochina

N. FALL OF INDOCHINA (654-58)

Aggressive expansionism of the North Vietnamese
Angka Loeu: Sartre’s children

Atrocities

Laos

North Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia

Western apathy

A

CHAPTER 20: PALIMPSESTS OF FREEDOM

A. KNOWLEDGE REVOLUTION (697-98)

1. Loss of certitudes
2. Relativity of logic

B. CHRISTIANITY (698-702)

1. Predictions of secularization failed
2. Karol Wojtyla and Poland



Pope of paradoxes

Public appearances of John Paul Il
Demography of Catholicism
Liberation theology

Religiosidad Popular

Noohkw

C. ISLAM (702-04)

1. Revival
2. Lebanon’s destruction

D. IRAN (704-08)

The ancient monarchy

Lure of social engineering
Collectivization

Terror of the Islamic Republic
Economic breakdown

aghrwnE

E. AFGHANISTAN (708-09)

Utopian impulse

Hafizullah Amin

Soviet invasion

Refugees from Communism

PN PE

F. SOVIET UNION (709-14)

Islamic revival

Imperialism

Greater Russian assimilationism

Declining relative birthrates of the Russians
Cultural loss of self-confidence

Lack of a Marxist ethics

Economic problems

Soviet bloc debts

ONoA~ONE

G. AGRICULTURE (714-16)

1. Soviet failure
2. Improvidence elsewhere
3. American agricultural policy

H. WORLD POPULATION GROWTH (716-18)

Demographic transition
Policy implications

Rising GNP

“Population explosion”

Per Capita income at takeoff
Free market economics

oukrwhE

I.  JAPAN’'S PACIFIC FREE ENTERPRISE STATE (718-22)

1. MacArthur's constitution
2. Individualism



Liberal Democrats
Yoshida Shigeru

Japanese industrial miracle
Adam Smith economics
Family-like firms (zaibatsu)

Noohkw

PACIFIC ECONOMIES (722-24)

South Korea

Taiwan

Hong Kong

Singapore

Thailand

Prime trade development area

oukrwnE

CHILE (724-26)

Chronic inflation

Salvador Allende

Military coup

Augusto Pinochet

Issue of political repression

aoprpLONE

MEXICO (726-27)

1. Luis Echeverria
2. North-East Pacific economy

. UNITED STATES AND THE SHIFT TO THE FREE MARKET ECONOMY (727-28)

1. Growth of the sunbelt
2. Return to the market elsewhere

DISILLUSIONMENT WITH SOCIALISM (728-29)
LOSS OF FAITH IN THE BENEFICIENT STATE (729-30)

1. lIts improvidence
2. Activist political zealots
3. Disesteem for social sciences

STRUCTURE OF SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTIONS (730-34)

1. New era of biology

2. DNA

3. Animal behavior studies
4. Sociobiology
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