Research Week Abstract Instructions and Template Posters and Presentations

Research Abstract Instructions
Write a concise summary of the key points of your research. This abstract needs to represent your research well as it could be used as part of the judging criteria during the event. Your abstract should contain a strong literature review or introduction to your research topic, hypothesis or research questions, methods, results, and conclusions. You should also include possible implications of your research and future work you see connected with your findings. Your abstract should be a single paragraph double-spaced. Your abstract should be between 200 and 300 words. The second paragraph should address how your research is informed by a Christian worldview. In 250-500 words, describe how your Christian worldview has informed your research design and communication of your results.

When submitting your abstract, please use the template (abstract sample) provided below.

Abstract 
Title – Women of War: The Role of Female Spies in World War II’s French Resistance
Program of Study – History 
Presentation Type – Oral Presentation
Subtype – Textual or Investigative 
Mentor(s) and Mentor Email - Dr. David Snead (dlsnead@liberty.edu)
Student name(s) and email(s) – Adaline Nolley (amnolley@liberty.edu)

      While women have taken on many influential roles throughout history, World War II marked the first war in which women were legally employed by governmental organizations for combat positions. One of the most well-known espionage institutions during World War II was Great Britain’s Special Operations Executive (SOE). 
     Following the Nazi occupation of France in the summer of 1940, the SOE was formed to defend Great Britain from enemy forces across the English Channel and to liberate the French from their occupation government known as the Vichy Regime. The SOE employed many female spies, who often delivered messages between circuits or sent and received encoded telegrams. Following the war, stories of heroism emerged, many about these female messengers, who were crucial to the eventual Allied victory. 
     Although many of these stories remain untold, the experiences of five women in particular were widely publicized. Andrée Borrel, Virginia D’Albert-Lake, Odette Sansom Churchill, and Betty Pack are shining examples of the bravery, dedication, and quick-mindedness required of the women who served in the SOE and in other roles during World War II. 
     However, it is important to note that not every female operative fully supported the Allies’ cause. Mathilde-Lily Carré, when captured, relayed significant amounts of compromising information to Nazi leaders. Despite having been a key founding member of the INTERALLIÉ circuit, Carré’s betrayal compromised several SOE circuits, and she is now remembered as one of the most damaging double agents of the SOE. 
     Together, the stories of each of these women reveal the work, skill, and devotion to a cause that was necessary to win the war. 
 


