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Abstract example: This paper examines the use of Crusader vows during and after the Crusades in the Holy Land (1090s A.D. – 1291 A.D.) During this period, the idea of the crusading movement expanded beyond its original intent as the situation in Europe and the Middle East changed. When Pope Urban II in 1095 called for an armed pilgrimage to retake Jerusalem from the Seljuk Turks, he asked for those promising to affirm with a solemn vow before a priest and God. An outward sign of this affirmation was the attachment of a cloth cross to their outer garment right after the ceremony. The cross was the sign of the willingness of the person to risk his life in battle for God. The cloth cross for centuries gave physical protection to crusaders against persecution, search and secure and legal foreclosure. The military orders, the Knights Templar, and the Knights Hospitaller, pledged solemn vows and wore cloth crosses that let all know who they fought for in Palestine.  In the subsequent generations of crusaders, the vow meant one was willing to fight against Muslims in Spain, Christian heretics in southern France, and pagans in eastern Europe, as well as in the Levant. The vow, alongside the indulgence offered by the clergy, was a powerful motivation to send men, women, and whole families to the farther reaches of the known world at that time to fight for Christ. 

Christian worldview integration: Today, in academia and research institutions, Christianity is considered short-sighted, backward, and no longer modern. The vow, given with all solemnity and before an ordained priest of the Roman Catholic Church, was, first and foremost, a religious ceremony. Moreover, as a religious ceremony, it is still seen today in the evolution of our legal system and the United States branches of the Armed Forces. Christianity can bring people from across the world together in discourse, faith, and, unfortunately, conflict. The High Middle Ages are seen as a simple yet dark time. However, culture, religion, and society in western Europe were as advanced as today, with the nascent ideas of nations, regions, and communities beginning to bring about an awareness of the wider world.
Nevertheless, there was a time of bringing people together in societies still impacts our culture today. Crusading vows proved a motivational force in sending Christians from thousands of miles across Europe together to gain Jerusalem for Christianity and fulfill what they saw as their duty to God in furthering His cause on Earth and bringing about a judgment. The evolution of his crusading ideology fostered conflicts between fellow Christians and Islam.  


