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Abstract: The United States’ executive branch has gradually evolved and amassed power over time—power that it was never intended to possess. In the 1700s, the Founders created a government system with built-in checks and balances, deliberately crafting a foundation of separated power. For the most part, the system has held up, making America the world’s most enduring democratic republic. But, despite the Founders’ original intent, the historical role of the executive as an agent of change has led to its shift from a limited institution to a dominating force in society. An inspection of what has caused its evolution is relevant to understanding why we have arrived here and how we ought to move forward. There are several components that work in tandem to explain the executive’s current state: the Founders’ initial vision for the nation, the documents that grant the executive its proper authority, the historical impact of circumstance and greed, and the deteriorating dynamic of the citizenry with the state. Analyzing these factors together allows for an informed assessment of the executive’s proper governmental role and reveals that beneath its increasingly skewed scope of power, there yet remains what was originally intended: a flexible, resilient, limited office. A pivot back to this kind of executive is crucial and hinges on the American populace, whose trust in the government and their fellow man—both of which are statistically in decline—depend upon a return to the values that the Founders espoused in the eighteenth century. Though circumstantial necessity and individual greed have distorted the executive, the nation remains resilient because of the elasticity of its constitutional framework and enduring values of its populace—even as they ebb and flow. Future research might examine America’s changing cultural context and whether it signifies an outgrowing of the Founders’ vision of government. 


