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Abstract: 
	In the beginning of the Soliloquies, Augustine petitions God, praying, “Command me, I beg you, and make any decree you wish, but heal and open my eyes, so that I may see what is your will. Drive my madness from me, so that I may know you again.”[footnoteRef:1] This prayer is fitting as the launching point for any research into Augustine’s work—using his own methods to interpret his philosophy. Contrary to hard modernist categorizations, Augustine offers his journey, theology, and philosophy as an organic whole. While for scholastic Thomists and modernist rationalists, these united themes pose a problem,[footnoteRef:2] for more postmodern thinkers, Augustine’s approach offers an ancient account for contemporary developments away from modernity. Furthermore, Augustine especially develops a holistic epistemology, melding together faith, virtue, love, authority, and reason, placing all of these under the grace of God. This essay argues that virtue, and specifically the virtue of love, has a central role in Augustine’s epistemology—acting as a focal point for the incorporation of many other epistemic emphases in his theology. [1:  Augustine, Soliloquies: Augustine’s Interior Dialogue, Ed. John Rotelle, trans. Kim Paffenroth (Hyde Park, NY: New City Press, 2008), 23-24.
]  [2:  Frederick C. Copleston, A History of Philosophy: Medieval Philosophy (Vol. 2. New York: Image Books, 1993), 49-50
] 

Christian worldview integration: 
	 I am a Christian, and my worldview is formed accordingly. I hold to the Nicene and Athanasian creeds and am a member of Forest Baptist Church. My research into Bonhoeffer’s theology is important for the Christian worldview because it helps nuance the role of the Church for the world today. Furthermore, philosophy and theology in general is important to the Church (e.g., Augustine) because it helps Christians see the richness of creation by thinking through and understanding the dimensions of human existence. Thus, I intend my research to encourage and expand the development of how Christians imagine their existence by relying on the resources of philosophy, revelation, and Church tradition. 



