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Abstract
This study seeks to examine a number of different relationships between various factors of the Tour de France. The dataset utilized for this study comes from a publicly available source, dates back to 1913, and includes precise information regarding rank, total time, average pace, number of stages, etc. Since the inception of the Tour, numerous records have been kept, and as this study sets out to examine, several interesting relationships seem to exist from those data. In a sport that is defined by precision and execution, numerous forms of data need to be considered in order to understand logistics and for innovation to be made. Distance, timing, number of stages, and year are all factors that have significant impact on the analysis of placement in the Tour de France. Finding relationships between any of these factors is only the beginning. From this study alone, one of the most significant findings was the consistent increase in both average pace and total finishers over the past decade. In part, some of these findings can be explained by many of the technological advances of the bikes and the changes in overall event dynamics throughout the competition’s history (i.e., such as decreasing the distance per stage while increasing the number of total stages). Further research will seek to demonstrate a more in-depth view into how performance has evolved since the birth of the Tour de France.


Christian Worldview Integration
	Too often in our society, Christianity and the sciences are seen as two separate entities. This is an incredibly dangerous approach, as study of the world around us gives insight into both human nature and the God that created us. By combining the two, we are able to examine things that otherwise would be lost to us, and this in turn brings us closer to the Lord. With regards to the research in this study, data was meticulously examined and chosen to give us perspective on one of the most legendary sporting events of all time: the Tour de France. Every year, hundreds of the world’s top cyclists travel to France to compete and ride through the mountains, valleys and city streets. As humans, we are constantly evolving and adapting, and, by analyzing relationships in the data, this study sought to examine how performance in the Tour has changed throughout the years. In this era of technology, God has blessed us with an incredible amount of data on any subject imaginable, and it is all at our fingertips. With the proper training, this data will open up worlds of possibility, all while pointing us back to the one who made it all. To shirk this responsibility would not only be foolish, it would be detrimental to us and the world we live in. It is our job to honor the Lord and steward this gift He has given us.
