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Abstract example: John Adams is perhaps the most intellectually accomplished of the Founding Fathers of the U.S. His heavy reading into political philosophy from multiple sources influenced his actions as a founder of the U.S. and as its second President.  Adams supported the cause of the revolutionaries during the War for Independence.  Adams’s political philosophy was by no means monolithic. However, his political philosophy was pivotal in the formation of the new American republic and the shape that it eventually took.  Like the other revolutionaries, Adams firmly believed that King George III and Parliament were not treating the colonists with the representation they deserved, and that it was in the best interests of the colonists and the pursuit of justice to separate from the British and form a republic that gave the rights of government to the people. Adams’s primary influence came from ancients such as Polybius, Cicero, and Plato, as well as Whig thinkers such as Milton, Harrington, et. al. Inasmuch as the Whigs derived their political philosophy partially from the ancient republican thinkers as well as Protestant Christianity, all these sources are essential to understanding Adams. Adams, in short, was a product of the classical republicanism of Whig political theory, and bore the impress of a Puritan ethos, albeit in an Enlightenment context.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Christian worldview integration: As a devout Christian, the author believes that man is made in the image of God to love and to serve Him in spirit and truth.  He also believes that truth is absolute, and that man is created free.  As a result, it is the responsibility of the researcher to promote the freedom which Christ died to give to us.  The history of philosophy is important to this pursuit.  While most philosophers did not hold to a complete biblical worldview, there is evidence that many held to central tenets of a biblical worldview that made the Gospel easier to transmit when the apostles went to Greek and Roman territories.  Some early Christian leaders saw enough kernels of truth in philosophy that they encouraged Christians to study it in light of the Christian faith they were taught.  All wisdom comes from God.  This includes that of the philosophers.  For as much as the philosophers had views that harmonized with a Christian worldview, the Founding Fathers would have been interested in hearing what they had to say.  While the subject of America being founded on a Christian worldview remains a controversial one, the research on the intellectual makeup of Founding Fathers such as John Adams makes it clear that while a case of America being a “Christian nation” is without a wholly positive answer, the intellectual makeup of its Founding Fathers certainly was a combination of classical philosophy, Christianity, and Enlightenment thought.  The author seeks to promote research that shows the worldview of early America, and get the American people back to its roots. 

