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ABSTRACT

ASTUDY ON THE PRACTICE OF RURAL MISSION THROUGH AGRICULTURAL
ACTIVITIES: THE CASE OF GEUMAM CHURCH

Jin Woo Kim

Liberty University School of Divinity, 2021

Mentor: Dr. Justin Yoojung Lee

This study has its purpose on presenting a model of rural missions by examining the case
of Geumam Church which grew via agricultural activities. In the midst of crisis of Korean
churches due to decline or stagnation in growth, situations for rural churches are far more
disastrous. Yet, this does not mean that they should be disregarded. In this context, the researcher
will examine biblical and theological grounds and related literatures to search for alternatives
that would bring vitality to rural missions which, at the moment, have lost their vividness. There
will be studies of rural culture characteristics through understanding culture in general sense;
studies on how one can bear fruits and benefits in rural mission through agricultural activities;
case studies on churches that conduct rural missions via agricultural activities; and examination
of the survey that was conducted to members of each corresponding church.

The researcher intends to present a new paradigm for missional rural churches which the
next generation would join and to give aid in establishing local communities that churches play a

central role by approaching the local rural inhabitants.

Length: 182 words
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SUMMARY
CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Korean churches have shown stagnation in growth since the 1990s and are numbers are
declining. Moreover, the future for Korean churches seems not bright due the COVID-19
pandemic. Amongst this crisis of Korean churches, situations in rural missions are far more
devastating.

Rural villages are being forced to be driven out to a dead end due to continuous decline in
population, increase in debts of farmhouses, economic issues such as aggravation in relative
income compared to urban workers, low birth rate, and aging. Thereby, rural churches are
experiencing identical severe crisis.

Yet, this severe crisis should not be avoided or disclaimed. Despite the decline in
population, the fact that there are still inhabitants makes the mission of the Great Commission
still legit. Ministers and rural churches are to acknowledge their mission that they were sent to
rural regions and are to continue in moving forward with that mission.

While having observed of severe status of rural churches, the researcher was fortunate to
come across Geumam Church which grew through agricultural activities and young students.
Geumam Church, which is located in outskirts of Gunsan-Si, is a typical rural church. It initiated
agricultural activities with 30 teenagers in town. Now that 10 years have passed since the
initiation, as they grew to young adults, some of them moved to cities to find their jobs but about
15 of them still remain in the church and are giving aid the local mission by serving as key

persons in administrations such as welfare center for senior citizens, community child care
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center, and local food service. Among the young adults that left to the cities, there are some that
come back in weekends and serve. Some of them who left to faraway places still keep in touch
and support through prayer and offerings. This growing case that broke through troubles gives
hope to the rural mission.

Therefore, this thesis observed the growing case Geumam Church which was achieved
through agricultural activities initiated with young students, and thereby, attempts to verify the
value of agricultural activities in terms of rural missions and how it produced fruit. Accordingly,
the researcher will present hope, solutions, and alternatives for rural missions.

In this regard, the researcher will search for rural mission plans through examining
statistics and their analysis, varieties of books, periodicals, dissertations, and especially, will
examine some churches that conducted rural missions through agricultural activities.
Additionally, the researcher will conduct surveys and analysis targeting the Geumam church
members on how they think about rural missions through agricultural activities. However, there
will be realistic limitations in quantifying missional affects and qualitative church growth. Case
studies of Geumam church and some presented churches will play a pivotal role in this study,
and thereby, the researcher will present alternatives for rural missions.

When considering the fact that this study focuses on rural regions, “contextualization”
should be taken into account. Rural regions have distinctive culture and sentiment due to its
agricultural environment when compared to cities or other areas. In this regard, this study will
search for and verify general understandings of the term culture, and thereafter, will search for
missional directions through studying agricultural characteristics.

Additionally, as practical case studies, churches that conduct rural mission through

agricultural activities will be presented: Geumam church in Gunsan-Si, Yulgok church in Wanju-
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Gun, Jwapo church in Jinan-Gun, and Galgye church in Namwon-Si. Especially, there will be
examinations in opinions of Geumam church members through a survey on how they think about
the past 10 years of rural missions through agriculture activities. Laying base on these case
studies, the researcher will present an alternative for vitalizing rural missions through
agricultural activities, especially by presenting a model for mission that includes the next
generation as key persons which was derived from the ideas of Geuman church on how they
grew with having young students participate in carrying agricultural activities. In the conclusion

part, the researcher will summarize the contents of this thesis and include overall findings.
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CHAPTER 2

THEORETICAL BASIS OF MISSIONS AND UNDERSTANDING RURAL CULTURE
CHARACTERISTICS

While general definition for “missionary work” is stated as “propagation of one’s
religion,” Christian Mission cannot be defined simply as such. Missionary work can be defined
as following: “Missionary work is conducts of tasks and delivering a certain message as God’s
representative, and at the same time, it is God’s activity. It includes all the humane realms of
Christians who were called to declare God’s providence.”

The origin of missionary work has its ground in the Bible. From the whole Old
Testament, the Great Commission in the New Testament, to Revelation, the penetrating theme of
the whole Bible is missionary work. As a biblical background of rural missions, the initiation of
agriculture is often referred to banishment of Adam and Eve due to their sin of the fruit of the
tree of knowledge. The fact that God gave vegetables and fruits as food for human (Gen.
1:27~29) affords basis and ground for Christian rural missions. Additionally, considering the
Thanksgiving seasons of Israelites such as Feast of Firstfruits, Feast of Weeks, and Feast of
Ingathering, agriculture must have been deeply related to their lives. Jesus was from a rural
region called Galilee and he often referred to parables that were related agriculture. This was
because most of his listeners were living lives that were closely related to agriculture. Thus, the
Bible has its background in rural faith communities.

Considering theological basis for rural missions, labor is a God-given-activity as a
foundation for human life. Yet, depravity of humans resulted in cursing the land and labor

became pain. Accordingly, people gradually began to refrain from God-given-labor and
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agricultural work became despised. Recovering agriculture, which is the basis of all labor and
land, is recovering God’s creativity. Having people be paid according to their physical labor is
fulfilling God’s justice. Additionally, Jesus’ main stage of activity was in farming and fishing
villages and people living there were recipients of the gospel. In other words, the stage for
missions was farming and fishing villagers and their residents were subjects for missions. Jesus
healed and delivered the gospel to the weak and neglected people who were inhabitants of
Galilee which was located in the outskirts of Jerusalem and established the Kingdom of God
there. Today’s rural regions can be referred as Galilee. Inhabitants of Galilee in those days can be
referred to today’s rural residents who are living out harsh lives. Ministers are to give comfort,
courage, and hope to these rural residents who are neglected from industrialized and digitized
society through the gospel, and thereby, have them live vitalized lives.

Observing the history of Korean rural missions, in the late 19" century, most of its
features were mainly rural mission because most Korean people back then were farmers. After
the annexation of Korea to Japan in 1910, Japan plundered Korean farmers which led to the
collapse of farm villages, and as a result, rural missions were also at stake. Despite some
recoveries after the liberation, farm villages were still being neglected due to development
centered policies and industrialization that were initiated since 1960’s, and thereby, gaps between
cities and rural regions were intensified and rural churches have been on the difficult walk.

Missionary work takes place in different cultures. Thus, understanding rural culture is
essential for missionary work. Rural culture is substantially traditional, superstitious, and isolated
due to influences from geographical, religious, and agricultural environment. Additionally, it is
familistic, unselfish, emotional, authoritarian, and people tend to have a simple character.

However, these kinds of characteristics are fading away because of frequent interchanges with
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cities, dissemination of media, material centered civilization, mechanization, and urbanized
lifestyle. The most concerned issue in rural missions is aging, increase of returned farming
population, and increase of multicultural families.

As churches cannot be separated from the world, rural churches cannot be separated from
farm villages. Rural churches are called onto the base of farm villages and are to barge its way
towards them. Rural missions are to be continued until the second coming of Jesus Christ; no
matter what the circumstances of farm villages are. Therefore, rural churches are to search for
missionary roles so that farm villages will become stages of missional practices: missionary roles
as local communities, missionary roles as representatives of local residents and harmony, and

missionary roles as distribution channel of local agricultural products.
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CHAPTER 3

CASE STUDIES OF CHURCHES CONDUCTING MISSIONS
THROUGH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES

The researcher studied the cases of churches that conducted missionary works through
agricultural activities: Geumam church in Gunsan-Si, Yulgok church in Wanju-Gun, Jwapo
church in Jinan-Gun, and Galgye church in Namwon-Si. Four churches presented as case studies
are all associated with the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea; have all been
constantly conducting missional works through agricultural activities; and are in farm villages in
Myeon units within the jurisdiction of Jeollabuk-Do province. This scope derived from
considering statistical issue regarding the plausibility of survey population. The reason for
selecting Jeollabuk-Do province was for collecting data for studies of churches that conducted
missionary work through agricultural activities which are not frequent cases in general. The
researcher included interviews with ministers of these churches along with literatures and books
that were published from case studied churches.

Geumam church, which is located in Seosoo-Myeon Gunsan-Si Jeollabuk-Do, is a
traditional rural church. 55% of the land of Seosoo-Myeon is farmland. When pastor Geumsuk
Chae was newly appointed as a senior pastor of Geumam church in 2006, things were at stake in
various aspects. Notably, kids from town would come to the church to play and pastor Chae
opened his private residence for them to stay comfortably at church. While pastor Chae cared for
these kids, the church gained 1186.11 square yard (300 pyoung) of farmland which made the
initiation of farming with young students possible. Thereafter, with the profits gained through

this farming, young students were able to go on a trip to Baekdu Mountain. There were yearly
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profits generated from this farming: corns, sweet potatoes, and napa cabbages. With these profits,
the student would go on fieldtrips in vacations all around the country. Through these procedures,
relationships were built which made nurturing in faith and discipleship possible. These students
now became young adults and grew to be key workers of the church. They are currently in
charge of big parts in administering welfare center for senior citizens, community child care
center, and local food service, and thereby, are contributing to local missionary work.

Yulgok church, which is located in Gosan-Myeon Wanju-Gun Jeollabuk-Do, experienced
a breakthrough when pastor Taekwon Yeo was appointed as a senior pastor in 1984. Pastor Yeo
organized “BBuriwhoe (the root organization)” with church officers and conducted farming
themselves with initiated rural missions. Thereafter, organic livestock industry was conducted
with local residents. With the composts produced at this time, they were able to conduct
circulating farming method by using the composts for organic farming and using farming
products as fodders. This led to initiating Life Agriculture Movement. Additionally, the church
organized “Wanju Korean Beef Farming Association” which was the first farming association
corporation in Jeollabuk-Do province. This helped the farming families to be guaranteed to be
paid regularly. Yulgok church’s pioneer in various enterprises aided vitalizing local economy. It
also supported the finance of the church which led to establishing Mobile Social Welfare Center,
Eco-friendly Agricultural Products Store, and Wanju Senior Club. These administrations are
leading the church’s aspect of “walking with the local community.”

Jwapo church, which is located in Sungsu-Myeon Jinan-Gun Jeollabuk-Do, has its
catchphrase, “Let’s make from-crade-to-grave economy community.” There only 12 church
members when pastor Myungjae Han was appointed as senior pastor in 2005. Observing the

church and local situation, pastor Han found that there were many Return Farmers. Then he
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accomplished to build a village economic community that produces profits together through
administering collaborative farm that local residents could participate, pickled cabbage business,
and herbal fermentation processing business. Jwapo church is currently (2020) consisted with 83
church members, and out of this number, 25 are children. This is because 2/3 of the members
come from nearby cities and they come as family units with children. This is a unique feature in
Korean churches: coming from cities to rural churches for worship. This is largely because of
administration of collaborative weekend farming.

Galgye church is located on down a steep hill in Ayoung-Myeon Namwon-Si Jeollabuk-
Do. When pastor Kiwon Kang was appointed as senior pastor in 2005, the church’s survival was
at stake. To resolve this severe issue, the church gained 1186.11 square yards (300 pyoung) of
farmland and initiated bean farming and cheonggukjang business which led to community’s self-
reliance. Currently, the church is carrying on farming business with apples in 3953.69 square
yards (1,000 pyoung) of land, rice in 3558.32 square yards (900 pyoung) of land. Additionally,
the church has sisterhood relationship with city churches and are conducting potato-napa
cabbage farming and Kimchi making business with them. They are also preparing to make the
town a “culture town” by using the nature environments of Jirisan Mountain so that city dwellers
could visit.

Common characteristics of four churches that are presented as case studies are as
following: First, there were meaningful results initiated and led by the senior pastor. Second,
agricultural activities were initiated from the early days of pastors’ ministry. This shows that
ministers’ theological establishment of rural missions, pastoral passion, and firm leadership are
essential. Third, nobody urged people by saying “come to church, believe in Jesus” while there

were in inferior surroundings conducting missions through agricultural activities. Despite of
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these hardships, growth and meaningful results were achieved.
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CHAPTER 4

STUDIES ON SURVEY OF RURAL MISSIONS THROUGH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES

The researcher attempted to conduct survey to previously presented church members but
many restrictions were made due to COVID-19 pandemic, transition to online worship, and
decrease of church members. Moreover, there were not many church members in the first place
in these rural churches. Thus, the researcher was only able to conduct survey at Geumam church.

The composition of the survey included 32 questions in total in 4 categories:
demographics, general characteristics of the church, acknowledgment in need of agricultural
activity, and acknowledgment in influence of agricultural activity groundwork. The survey was
conducted legally and collected data was analyzed via IBM SPSS (Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences) 21.0.

Regarding the satisfactory level of past 10 years of agricultural activities for missionary
work, 50%(23 people) answered positively while 3%(3 people) answered negatively. There were
also 43.5%(20 people) who answered “moderate scale,” yet and overall, the value of agricultural
activities could be verified. Additionally, regarding five following questions, positive answers
accounted for 65%, negative 3.5%, and moderate scale 31.5%: preference on agricultural
activities, church growth, increase in love for the church, spiritual growth, and increase in
passion for missions (evangelism). This showed that agricultural activities for missional works
were meaningful to the church and its members. There was also 55%~65% of positive answers
and 2%~4% of negative answers to questions regarding agricultural activities being beneficial to
the local community, increase in love for the society, and giving good impression to local

residents. Therefore, this showed that agricultural activities for missional works exchanged
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mutual benefits.

When having processed T-test and ANOVA analysis to discern the distinction between
each group, there were no distinction among gender, place of duty, and length of attendance in
church, but there were distinctions among being born as believers’ children and age groups. In
other words, those who were born as believers were gave more positive answers compared to
those who were not regarding agricultural activities being beneficial for church growth and
giving good impression to the local community. Additionally, the 60’s expressed answered more
positively on questions of agricultural activities being beneficial for church growth, beneficial in
loving the local community, and giving good impression to the local community. Reason for
these results cannot be verified through this survey and is anticipated to be assigned to
subsequent researcher.

Regarding regression analysis on what elements affect the acknowledgment of the
influence of agricultural activity ground for missionary works, it was deduced that, regardless of
demographic characteristics (gender, age, whether being born as Christians or not, length of
attending the church, place of duty), these factors all give static affects to acknowledging
influence of agriculture grounded activities when acknowledging the necessity of agriculture for
missionary work. This result shows that, as church member come to acknowledge more of the
need for agricultural activities for missional works, it leads to active participation and can
conclude positive affects whether on church level, church member level, or local missionary
work level. Therefore, the researcher found that, in order to achieve more positive impact,
continuous education and lead for participation for more church members to acknowledge the
need for agricultural activities and participate should take place.

It was verified through this survey that agricultural activities for missionary works of

XXViii



Geumam church resulted in church members loving the church more, spiritual growth of
individuals of the church, having passion for missions (evangelism), and church growth. The
church members were acknowledging that it also was benefiting the local community and was
giving good impression to it.

Therefore, it could be concluded that it is realistic and reasonable to conduct missionary
works through agricultural activities as rural churches when considering the fact that it could
function as an approaching passage to the local rural residents and a communication channel and

could achieve vivid results working together.
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CHAPTER 5

PROPOSAL FOR VITALIZING RURAL MISSIONS
THROUGH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Having verified of meaningful results based on presented case studies, survey, and its
analysis, the researcher will propose a plan for specific missional agricultural activities that rural
church can execute. Especially, there will be presentation of multi-generational activities via the
model of Geumam church.

As a fundamental ground, rural theology must be re-established. Generally, in seminaries,
ministers are educated and discharged for urban missions. Yet, rural missionaries (ministers) who
understand rural villages are to be trained to impact rural missions. Additionally, endeavors from
existing ministers on setting theology for vivid rural ministry are needed. Ministers could be
aided and have new visions on rural missions if seminaries or organizations support them with
lifetime education curriculums and education opportunities.

Subsequently, there needs to be ministers’ clear calling and leadership. All senior pastors
from four churches that were presented as case studies conducted agricultural activities for
missionary works with clear calling and vision. Additionally, giving attention to how these
ministers led church members with leadership, the researcher encourages rural ministers to have
clear calling and firm leadership.

In addition, church members’ change of awareness is necessary. Mostly, church members
depict pastors’ roles as traditional duties such as preaching, prayer, and pastoral care. Although
this may be common fundamentals, aid from church members who have abundant agricultural

knowledge is absolute for agricultural activities. In order to draw out more participation and
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corporation from church members, minister need to break out from traditional features of
ministry and provide repetitive education, emphasis, and continuous persuasion.

After these fundamental stages are set, ministers can gain land, select environmentally
relevant crops, and initiate farming. It is wise to select crops that would not require too much
time to manage and crops that could be easily cultivated because one would not want to cause
inconvenience in ministry activities. It is also important to seek for markets in advanced. For
this, there are ways of setting up sisterhood relationships with urban churches, organizations, or
apartment residents; making contracts with local firms; identifying crops bought by agricultural
coorperatives; and nowadays, using SNS or internet.

In order to increase missional impact, the researcher proposes to actively participate in
local social activities and search for ways to jointly produce and sell in cooperation with local
residents. Thereafter, one can look for crops and cultivate them according to each cultivating
method. One will be able to achieve more than expected when building intimacy with local
residents through communicating and mutual help.

Geumam church achieved a meaning growth through agricultural activities that were
initiated with young students. Having this as a model, the researcher proposes a rural mission
plan with participation of students which basically initiates with the purpose of promoting
relationship with the students. Additionally, the researcher suggests the ministers to provide vivid
motivation, draw out students’ opinions and participations in every activity, and conduct
communal activity after cultivation and harvest. As communal activities, nationwide tour,
visiting amusement parks, or fundraising and going on mission trips are recommended. As bold
relationship build up between ministers and students through communal activities, discipleship

through the Word of God will be easier, and thereby, they will grow to be not only healthy
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believers but also a lifetime reliable workers for the church.
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CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION

Geuman church was one of the hopes that the researcher came across while serving as a
rural minister experiencing struggles along with surrounding rural churches and ministers. This
case is notable because agricultural activities were initiated with young students. Therefore, this
thesis attempted to presents hope and alternatives and search for new missional directions
through observing the case Geumam Church: agricultural activities initiated with young students,
verifying the value of agricultural activities in terms of rural missions, and how it produced fruit.

Missional values found from conducting agricultural activities are as following: Firstly,
boundaries between local society and churches were broken through agricultural activities due to
communication with local residents.

Secondly, good image of churches was provided to local residents through agricultural
activities. Aspect of having dirt and sweat on faces and shirts gave positive feelings that churches
are not aliens but good neighbors to the local residents.

Thirdly, it was found that churches could conduct a central role in leading the local
society. Missionary meaning regarding rural churches conducting agricultural activities is
notable when considering that the world was in need of churches.

On the other hand, after conducting agricultural activities with missional direction,
60%~70% of survey participants answered positively to following questions: church growth,
increase in love for the church, spiritual growth and gain of individual church members, and
increase in passion for missions (evangelism). Additionally, 55%~65% answered positively to

following questions: agricultural activities of the church being beneficial to the local society,
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increase in church members’ affection for the local society, and giving good impression to the
local residents. Therefore, agricultural activities for missional works brought positive progress in
the church and its members and exchanged good influences with the local society. These are the
missional fruits.

However, there still exists limitations to this thesis. The presented churches as case
studies are all located in Jeollabuk-Do, associated with the Presbyterian Church in the Republic
of Korea, and there was only one survey from Geumam church.

Nevertheless, this thesis provides sufficient challenge and hope to rural churches that are
under hard circumstances. No matter how severe the situations of rural churches are, they cannot
be excluded from missionary works. It was verified through this thesis that the most definite and
realistic plan for rural churches to conduct is missions through agricultural activities.

Therefore, the researcher anticipates that not only rural churches to have vision of
regaining vitalization and passion through agricultural activities but also rural villages to have

hope and revival.
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ST
MzS.D Fit Duncan | M1S.D Fit Duncan MtS.D Fit Duncan
o 4.00 3.80 3.93
] 54 1oy | %6 ) A6 Trgoae |
}1\_] Oo]' 0]4,] o 3.61 (D=0047> 3.48 361 (D=0064)
- +.72 .68 .67
2.80 3.70 3.90
21-30@ | 41 o 148 +.32
2.22 4.00 411
41-5000) | 1 g 7] + 60
1.50 3.50 3.88
ol -
AR | 51600 | )y -— 276 | g g £35 | e
) d>caeb ' d>cea>b ' d>ecab
61-700) 1.00 (p=0014) 3.10 (=0036) 3.00 (p=0.000)
+.000 +.32 +.47
714 2.78 3.67 3.78
olXHe) | +2.11 .71 +.67

#p<.05 #xp<.01 #xp<.001 +p<i1
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10.0% 20.0% 0.0% 0.0% 70.0% 21.7%
2 2 0 1 4 9
41-50
22.2% 22.2% 0.0% 11.1% 44.4% 19.6%




99

5 0 0 0 3 8
51-60
62.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 37.5% 17.4%
1 0 1 0 8 10
61-70
10.0% 0.0% 10.0% 0.0% 80.0% 21.7%
0 0 0 0 9 9
714 o]
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CONSENT FORM

A STUDY ON THE PRACTICE OF RURAL MISSION THROUGH AGRICULTURAL
ACTIVITIES: THE CASE OF GEUMAM CHURCH

KIM, JIN WOO
Liberty University
School of Divinity

You are invited to be in a research study ON THE PRACTICE OF RURAL MISSION
THROUGH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES: THE CASE OF GEUMAM CHURCH. You
were selected as a possible participant because you are member of Geumam church who know
well the situations of agricultural mission fields and are able to provide help for resolving
problems in that field. Please read this form and ask any questions you may have before agreeing
to be in the study.

KIM, JIN WOO, a doctoral candidate in the School of Divinity at Liberty University, is
conducting this study.

Background Information: The purpose of this study is to investigate and reveal how
agricultural activities influence rural mission. Thus, this study is to help agricultural churches’
ministry in Korea. Additional purpose is to unite Geumam church and provide resources for the
church to grow.

Procedures: If you agree to be in this study, | will ask you to do the following things:
Complete and answer 30-minute-long uninscribed Survey questions.

Risks: The risks involved in this study are minimal, which means they are equal to the risks you
would encounter in everyday life.

Benefits: Participants should not expect to receive a direct benefit from taking part in this study.

Compensation: Participants will not be compensated for participating in this study.
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Confidentiality: The records of this study will be kept private. In any sort of Report, | might
publish, I will not include any information that will make it possible to identify a subject.
Research records will be stored securely, and only the researcher will have access to the records.
Participants will be assigned a pseudonym. | will conduct the interviews in a location where
others will not easily overhear the conversation. Data will be stored on a password locked
computer and may be used in future presentations. After three years, all electronic records will
be deleted. | cannot assure participants that other members of the focus group will not share what
was discussed with persons outside of the group.

Voluntary Nature of the Study: Participation in this study is voluntary. Your decision whether
or not to participate will not affect your current or future relations with Liberty University or
Geuman church. If you decide to participate, you are free to not answer any question or withdraw
at any time prior to submitting the survey without affecting those relationships.

How to Withdraw from the Study:

If you choose to withdraw from the study, please inform the researcher that you wish to
discontinue your participation prior to submitting your study materials. Your responses will not
be recorded or included in the study.

Contacts and Questions: The researcher conducting this study is KIM, JIN WOO. You may ask
any questions you have now. If you have questions later, you are encouraged to contact him at
82-10-9276-9262/ jkim107@liberty.edu. You may also contact the researcher’s faculty chair,
Yoojung Lee, at 82-01-2031-2985/ yjlee@liberty.edu.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this study and would like to talk to someone
other than the researcher, you are encouraged to contact the Institutional Review Board, 1971
University Blvd., Green Hall Ste. 2845, Lynchburg, VA 24515 or email at irb@liberty.edu.
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Survey Questions

This survey is designed for a dissertation titled “A STUDY ON THE PRACTICE OF
RURAL MISSION THROUGH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES: THE CASE OF GEUMAM
CHURCH?” It does not have its purpose on collecting other data. The contents and answers will
not be used for other uses. Please refer to the explanation of the investigator and answer the
questions. Thank you.

[Survey on General Present Condition]

1. What is your gender?
@ Male @ Female

2. In which category does your age fit in?
@D 21~30 2 31~40 @ 41~50 @ 51~60 ® 61~70 ® over 71

3. Were you born as a believer?

@ Yes @ No

4. How long have you been attending Geumam Church? (Include the years attending other
churches)
(@D Lessthan5years (@ 6~10years (3 11~20years @ 21~30 years

(® More than 31years

5. What is your duty in the church?
(D Student, Young Adult (@ Layperson (3 Deacon @ Deaconess, Ordained Deacon

® Elder ® Pastor
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6. What do you think is the most important ministry in farming area churches?
(D Worship Ministry @ Prayer Ministry (3 Bible Study (Discipleship)
@ Fellowship (® Mission (Evangelism)  ® Others

7. Through which medium did you obtain various information about the church?
@ Sermon (@ Small group gatherings @ Fellowship
@ Weekly bulletin (5 Others

[Survey on Disturbing Factors on Agriculture Activities for Missions]

8. What type of church do you think Geumam Church is?
(D The Word and Prayer Driven (2) Worship Driven @ Small Group Driven
@ Program Driven

(5 Mission and Evangelism Driven ® Others

9. What type of church do you want Geumam Church to be?
(D The Word and Prayer Driven (2) Worship Driven @ Small Group Driven
@ Program Driven

(5 Mission and Evangelism Driven ® Others

10. What do think is the most disturbing factor in church growth?
@ Lack of Prayer @ Lack of Willingness for Missions (Evangelism)
@ Lack of Pastoral Leadership @ Regional Characteristics
® Lack of Bible Knowledge ® Others

11. Do you think that mission through agricultural activities are necessary for church growth?
@D NotatAll @ So-so @ Moderate Scale @ Yes & Definitely Yes
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12. How much content are you with agricultural activities for missions?

@D Not Content (2 So-so (3 Moderate Scale @ Content (5 Very Content

13. If you are not content with agricultural activities for missions, what is the reason?
(D Does not match with what I think of missions (evangelism).

(2 Numbers of church members not growing. @ Too much financial payment.

@ Pastor experiences hardship ~ ® Itishard ~ ® Others

14. Do you think you are actively participating in agricultural activities for missions?
@ NotatAll @ So-so (@ Moderate Scale @ Yes (& Definitely Yes

15. If you are not actively participating in agricultural activities for missions, what is the reason?
D Thereisno time forit. @ Itishard. @ Idon’tlike it.
@ Does not need my participation (5 Others

16. If there were church members who did not participate in agricultural activities for missions,
what do you think was the reason?

(D Lack of Willingness to Participate (2 Lack of Interest 3 Lack of Time to Spare
@ Lack of Cognition of Necessity =~ (© Lack of Faith ~ ® Others

[Survey on Agricultural Activities for Missions and Church Growth]

17. What do you think of Geumam Church, as an agricultural church, conducting agricultural
activities for missions?
@ NotGood @ So-so (@ Moderate Scale @ Good & Very Good
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18. In what ways do you think that agricultural activities for missions are good for Geumam
Church?

@ It is relevant for agricultural church reality. @ It is friendly with rural people.

@ It helps the finance of the church.

@ It is an easy-approachable mission(evangelism) method.

(® It is good for church’s reputation ® Others.

19. Do you think that agricultural activities for missions are beneficial for growth of Geumam
Church?
@ NotatAll @ So-so (3 Moderate Scale @ Yes (& Definitely Yes

20. If there were benefits that agricultural activities for missions have given to Geumam Church,
what do you they were?
(D Better reputation of the church within the region @ Increase of finance of the church
@ Growth in numbers of church members

@ Increase of passion for missions (evangelism) (® Unity of church members

® Others

21. Did you become to love the church more as Geumam Church conducted agricultural
activities for missions?
@ NotatAll @ So-so (3 Moderate Scale @ Yes (& Definitely Yes

22. Did your faith grow as Geumam Church conducted agricultural activities for missions?
@ NotatAll @ So-so (3 Moderate Scale @ Yes (& Definitely Yes

23. Did your passion for missions (evangelism) increase as Geumam Church conducted
agricultural activities for missions?
@ Notat All @ So-so (3 Moderate Scale @ Yes (& Definitely Yes
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24. What kind of change did you experience spiritually as Geumam Church conducted

agricultural activities for missions?
(D Became to read the Word more. (2) Became to pray more.
@ Became to concentrate on worship more.
@ Became to participate in fellowship (service) more.

(® Go to church more frequently ® Others

25. What do you think are some bad influences that agricultural activities for missions has

caused to Geumam Church?
(D Weakened Prayer @ Weakened Worship @ More occasions for serving
@ More occasions to show concern

(5 Hinders pastoral activities of the pastor due to over-work ® Others

26. Do you think agricultural activities for missions cause benefits to the local community?
@ NotatAll @ So-so (3 Moderate Scale @ Yes (& Definitely Yes

27. Did you become to love the local community more through agricultural activities for
missions?

@ NotatAll @ So-so (3 Moderate Scale @ Yes (& Definitely Yes

28. Do you think agricultural activities for missions give favorable impressions to local

residents?

@D NotatAll @ So-so @ Moderate Scale @ Yes & Definitely Yes

29. What do you think the church needs when conducting agricultural activities for missions

more actively?
(D Pastor’s active encouragement for participation
(2 Cooperation from church’s important offices @ Prayer @ Financial Support

(& Participation of the church members ® Others



30. Who do you think plays the most important role in agricultural activities for missions?

@ Pastor @ Elder (3 Deaconess @ Deacon (& Young Adults
® Others

31. What do you think is the most important role as a senior pastor in pursuing agricultural

activities for missions?
(@D Leadership (@ Knowledge in Agriculture (3 Mission Philosophy
@ Love for the Church ® Faithfulness ® Others

32. What do you think is the most important element in agricultural activities for missions?

@ Love for the Church @ Passion for Missions (Evangelism) (3 Time to Spare
@ Love for Local Residents

(® Cognition of Need for Agricultural Activities for Missions ® Others

Thank you for answering the survey questions.
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