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ABSTRACT
As the threat of human-made hazards intensifies, church leadership will need to examine their
church safety preparedness policies to keep congregations safe while on the property. This
research's primary objective was to determine if there are current safety protocols in which
address potential threats and if church leadership has procedures in place that cover the various
disasters that churches are exposed to in the state of North Carolina. The purpose of this
quantitative descriptive study was to examine the churches serving North Carolina in a rural,
suburban, and inner-city setting to determine if there is any correlation in leadership's perception
of safety preparedness training of the threat of an active shooter in the church facility. The data
collection method was through surveys sent to churches in the demographical area of North
Carolina. The Qualtrics instrument for surveying a broad range of audiences was used to gather
knowledge of safety preparedness pertaining to the church. The data collected from the fiftynine participants' surveys revealed that a majority of the churches were ill-prepared for most
emergencies.
Keywords: surveys, church leadership, emergency management, evacuation,
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CHAPTER ONE: RESEARCH CONCERN
Introduction
Many Christians are facing hazards that one has never experienced in their lifetime.
COVID- 19, a pandemic that has swept through our nation, leaving the church to use an online
format to minister is an example of such a hazard. Stephen Chapman, a professor of Old
Testament study at Duke University, suggests a close correlation between humanity's actions on
earth and natural disasters. Chapman (as cited in James, 2008) declares, "The land bearing the
cost of global warming is new, but a connection between what humankind does and what
societies they form and the health of the land and agriculture is as old as the Bible itself," ( para
26). The United States witnessed the devastation of the human-made act of terrorism on
September 11, 2001, as the twin towers collapsed to the ground. Jesus predicted the condition of
the world before his return as, "And there shall be signs in the sun, and moon, and in the stars;
and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and waves roaring" (King James
Bible, 1769/2017, Luke 21:25). The state of North Carolina is susceptible to all forms of
disasters. This study will explore the church's preparedness to minister the gospel of hope and
Jesus Christ while having an emergency action plan to safeguard the congregation against the
threat of an active shooter in Baptist churches in North Carolina.
In recent years church shootings have increased dramatically throughout the United
States. “Since the Columbine school shooting on April 20, 1999, there have been 19 fatal church
shootings. The deadliest was the 2017 shooting at First Baptist Sutherland Springs in Texas, with
26 deaths, including an unborn child” (Earls, 2020).
Church leadership will need to address the issue of security. Senior pastors may require
allocating funds for training or hiring security personnel to provide safety for the congregation in
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the future. Chin (as cited in Earls, 2020), a church security expert, states, “Most churches spend
far more time and money training their choir than they do invest in the safety of their staff and
guest” (para. 9). This research addressed the need to train church personnel to minimize the
threat of an active shooter in one’s church facility.
Background of the Problem
Mass shootings have become so prevalent in the United States; civilians must now be
prepared to deal with this type of emergency. The Department of Homeland Security (2008)
states, “Because active shooter situations are over within 10 to 15 Minutes before law
enforcement arrives on the scene, individuals must be prepared both mentally and physically to
deal with an active shooter” (pg. 3). Theologically the Bible speaks of numerous occasions
where individuals were attacked and persecuted while in their homes conducting worship.
Theoretically, it will reveal that the threat is real, and a growing concern for safety preparedness
is curial for the church moving forward. “As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into
every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.” (King James
Bible, 1769/2017, Acts 8:3).
Theological
When the disciples were curious about the events that would take place before Jesus
Christ returned, they were astonished to hear of great turmoil the world faced in the future.
Jesus stated:
And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all
these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For the nation, shall rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in diver’s places” (King James Bible, 1769/2017,
Matthew 24; 6, 7).
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Does this not sound identical to the six o’clock news broadcast daily? But Jesus makes
another incredible statement, “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you:
and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake. (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Matthew
24: 9). Jesus gives the church a significant warning about what is in store for the church. The
researcher sought to determine the necessity for establishing security teams and procedures to be
emplaced in churches throughout the state of North Carolina.
God has ordained church leadership to protect the congregation that He has called them
to lead. “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over thee which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his
own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter among you, not
sparing the flock,” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Acts 20: 28, 29). A pastor needs to have the
heart of a shepherd, just as David used a rod and sling to guide and protect the flock against
predators that sought to harm the flock. Rainer (2017) stated:
Remember that church security is a ministry more than an expense. I have little
patience with church leaders and members who say they can’t afford church
security. The church doors should not be open if it can’t afford to keep members
safe and secure. The church or leaders may have to spend money to go to a
training seminar, or to retain a local police officer every weekend. Those are
investments in security, not expenses (para. 4).
Ministers will need to add the ministry of a church security team to implement strategies
that will mitigate against an active shooter from entering the church.
Historical
Before his conversion, Saul led violent persecution campaigns against the early church at
Jerusalem by going from house to house to stop the spread of Christianity. When non-believers
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judged believers as guilty for believing in Jesus as the Messiah, they were found guilty of
blasphemy and sentenced to the cruel punishment of stoning. "Which thing I also did in .
Jerusalem, and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from
the chief priest, and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them" (King James
Bible 1769/2017, Acts 26: 10). Through scripture, the early church used the means of evacuation
and evasion to counteract the high priest's acts in the judicial faith to have them arrested and tried
for blasphemy.
Before taking the throne as King, David was a shepherd with the duties of protecting the
flock from outside incursions, would risk all, even to the point of his own life, to defend those
under his care. “And David said to Saul, Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, and there came a
lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: And I went out after him and smote him and
delivered it out of his mouth and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard and smote
him and slew him,” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, 1 Samuel 17: 34, 35). “Open Door (2020)
stated this on their website,” We can’t pretend like we’re not being hunted. Because we are, I
know that sounds dramatic, but it’s theologically correct no matter where you live. (para. 1).
Sociological
The sociological aspect of communities, how they interact during and after a disaster to
encourage stability and change could be the significant factor of this emergency management
study contributing to keeping the church safe during a crisis. Sociologists view emergency
management as:
The process by which the uncertainties that exist in potentially hazardous
situations can be minimized and public safety maximized. The goal is to limit the
costs of emergencies or disasters through the implementations of a series of
strategies and tactics reflecting the full life cycle of disaster, preparedness,
response, recovery, and mitigation. (Drabek, 2004, p. 1)
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Statement of the Problem
Natural and human-made disasters are increasing in the United States, costing billions of
dollars each year in the rebuilding process. “From 2016 to 2018, the average number of billiondollar disasters totaled 15 each year, while the average for 1980-2018 was just 6.2 events per
year” (Escher, 2019, para 1). While churches ministered to surrounding communities, it is a
necessity that churches need to consider their infrastructure for safe protocol practices while
worshiping on the church grounds.
Since 9/11, America must be on a conscious alert of another possible strike in the future.
Terrorism is human-made hazards that fall under emergency management of disaster responses.
FEMA Office of External Affairs explains, "As natural and human-made hazards become
increasingly complex and challenging to predict, the need for forward-leaning action is more
significant than ever before" (Escher, 2019, para 4). These events are taking place to align
themselves with various theological scriptures' end-time prophecies in the Bible. Jesus stated,
"For nations shall rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in diver's places" (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Matthew
24:7).
Churches across America are becoming increasingly concerned about a possible humanmade hazard of an armed shooter invading their house of worship. “Carl Chinn, the founder of
the Faith-Based Security Network, a nonprofit that offers safety guidance to faith communities,
said he is aware of more than 1,000 volunteer-run security teams in houses of worship in the
United States” (U.S. News, 2019, para. 8). These volunteers are church members that have seen
the need for security teams to be implemented in their churches.
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Purpose Statement
The purpose of this quantitative descriptive study was to examine the churches serving
North Carolina in a rural, suburban, and inner-city setting to determine if there is any correlation
in leadership’s perception of safety preparedness training of the threat of an active shooter in the
church facility. The information provided by church pastors serving in North Carolina was vital
to this research. It contributed to identifying characteristics and factors revealed differences in
motivation in churches being fully prepared to handle a crisis. Additionally, it showed how
demographics of church size and location contribute to the outcome of safety preparedness for
the church. The bases for this study is the “Protective Action Decision Model was used as a
model to identified emergency behavior “based on findings from research on people's responses
to environmental hazards and disasters. The PADM integrates the processing of information
derived from social and environmental cues with messages that social sources transmit through
communication channels to those at risk (Lindell & Perry, 2011, para 1).
Research Questions
RQ1. Do church pastors serving Baptist Churches in North Carolina have safety protocol
in place to minimize the threat of an active shooter in their church?
RQ2. What relationship, if any, of safety preparedness exist between Baptist Churches of
different demographics that are located in a rural, suburban or inner-city areas?
RQ3. Do church pastors ensure congregation have knowledge of emergency exits, first
responders and church safety protocol in the event of an emergency of an active shooter?
RQ4. In the event of an emergency of an active shooter in church facility does pastor
have security measures in place of lock down procedures, and security teams in position to
eliminate the threat?
Assumptions and Delimitations
Assumptions are necessary for a study because they express the researcher’s belief on a
subject that requires research. Roberts (2010) states, “assumptions are what you take for granted
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in a study” (p. 139). Assumptions can create an enthusiasm to perform the study to add to
education on a topic and discover a gap in knowledge. Delimitations “clarify the boundaries of
the study” (Roberts, 2010, p. 138), which the researcher determines needs to be set to decide
what to use and not required for research.
Research Assumptions
This research is based on the following assumption which raised the researcher’s concern
for the safety of the churches in America.
1. Churches are not adequately prepared to face the potential calamity described and foretold by
biblical prophecy.
2. Church leadership does not have clear emergency action plan in place which addresses
emergencies such as an active shooter infiltrating the sanctuary, natural hazardous events,
and other man-made terrorist attacks.
3. Congregations are ill-prepared, confused, and lacking understanding of safety regulations and
procedures in their churches.
4. America churches are prime candidates for future attacks and do not have set emergency
protocol in place to counter a strike whether natural or human-made threat.
5. Churches are soft targets, subject to Jihad attacks (Holy War) which could strike many
church facilities across America in a single day.
The North Carolina General Statutes, Chapter 115C, subsection 288, paragraph (d), states
under Powers and Duties of the Principal that:
It shall be the duty of the Principal to conduct a fire drill during the first week
after the opening of school and at least one fire drill each school month, in each
building in his charge, where children are assembled. (Onslow.k12.nc.us, 2020).
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Pastors are considered to be Principals of their churches. They assume responsibility for
the church facility. Senior pastors share the same safety standards and regulations necessary for
providing a safe Christian educational environment as the local school system. The church
leadership must provide the safest facility possible, where individuals can focus on their
relationship with God versus worrying over their family’s safety.
The United States regarded itself as a haven with safety standards to prevent a terrorist
attack on its grounds. Because of the events of 9/11, the citizens have witnessed a compromised
standard of safety, where there are much-needed revisions to national security. Homeland
Security's creation was to notify the public of the needed information in a possible threat. After
911, the FBI, along with Homeland Security, began investigating for future terrorist attacks
against the United States. FBI Director Robert Mueller stated:
Our investigation suggest [sic] that al-Qaeda has developed a support
infrastructure inside the U.S. that would allow the network to amount another
terrorist attack on U.S. soil. Multiple small-scale attacks against soft targets such
as banks, shopping malls, supermarkets, apartment buildings, schools and
universities, churches and places of recreation and entertainment would be easier
to execute. (U.S. Department of Justice, 2005, p. 62)
This study's assumption presents the case that churches across America are prime
candidates for future attacks with no set emergency protocol emplace to counter a strike, whether
natural or human-made threat. The assumptions churches are soft targets, where a Jihad attack of
a Holy War could occur with the ideology that a strike of many church facilities at once could hit
across America in a day, just as the case of 9/11.
Delimitations of the Research Design
This research focused on the safety preparedness of church readiness and emergency
management protocol to minimize the threat of an active shooter to keep congregations safe in
North Carolina. The study focused on Senior Pastors serving in Baptist churches in North
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Carolina, where the researcher can use his desired methodology of surveys to reach a broad base
audience in the piedmont area of North Carolina. Creswell (2005) “Representative refers to the
selection of individuals from a sample of a population such that the individuals selected are
typical of the population under study, enabling you to conclude the sample about the population
as a whole” (p. 145). The research was delimited to the following conditions.
1. The study used only senior pastors in Baptist churches, since the pastors represent
leadership in the church.
2. The research was limited to those Baptist churches serving in the state of the North
Carolina.
3. The final delimitation was that this research will only include Senior Pastors of the local
church and will not include state overseers and bishops, district leadership, and state
committees for their denominations during the study.
Definition of Terms
1. After Action Report (AAR): to analyze the management or response to an incident,
exercise or event by identifying strengths to be maintained and built upon, as well as
identifying potential areas of improvement, (University of Houston Office of Emergency
Management, 2020).
2. Active Shooters: is an “individual actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people
in a confined and populated area; in most cases, active shooters use firearms and there is no
pattern or method to their selections of victims,” (Federal Emergency Management Agency,
2018, p. 1).
3. Concealed Carry: The term includes possession of a concealed handgun, (NC General
Statutes Chapter 14, Article 54B, 2021, p. 1).
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4. Drill: A type of operations-based exercise that is a coordinated, supervised activity
usually employed to test as single specific operation or function in a single agency, (FEMA,
2020b).
5. Emergency Action Plan: See Number 5 Emergency Operation Plan.
6. Emergency Operation Plan: An ongoing plan for responding to a wide variety of
potential hazards. An EOP describes how people and property will be protected; details who
is responsible for carrying out specific actions; identifies the personnel, equipment, supplies
and other resources available (FEMA, 2020a). Emergency Action Plan and Emergency
Preparedness Plan are interchangeable terms.
7. Emergency Preparation Plan: See Number 5 definition Emergency Operation Plan.
8. Evacuations: The organized, phased, and supervised withdrawal, dispersal, or removal of
students, personnel and visitors from dangerous or potentially dangerous areas (FEMA
2020a).
9. Handgun: A firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use
of a single hand, (NC General Statues Chapter 14, Article 54 B, 2021, p. 1)
10. Hazards: something that is potentially dangerous or harmful, often the root cause of an
unwanted outcome (FEMA, 2020a).
11. Hazard Mitigation: Any action taken to reduce or eliminate the one-term risk to human
life and property from hazards (FEMA, 2020a).
12. Preparedness: A continuous cycle of planning, organizing, training, equipping,
exercising, evaluating and taking corrective action in an effort to ensure effective
coordination during incident response (FEMA, 2020a).
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13. Response: activities that address the short-term, direct effects of an incident. Response
includes immediate actions to save lives, protect property, and meet human needs (FEMA,
2020a).
Significance of the Study
The study's significance was that churches would need emergency operation plans (EOP)
to put into place measures to safeguard individuals worshiping in their sanctuaries in the future.
Violence as depicted in Genesis prior to the flood would increase, to the point our Creator would
destroy His creation by water. “And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me;
for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold I will destroy them with the earth.”
(King James Bible, 1769/2017, Genesis 6: 13).
Human-made disasters were another form of tragedy that the churches must consider in
creating an emergency operation plan (EOP). Hesterman (2018) stated, “Who could have
predicted, even ten years ago, that schools, churches, and hospitals would be considered routine,
legitimate targets for terrorist groups? Outrage and outcry at the beginning of this soft targeting
era have given way to acceptance” (p.2). Churches are vulnerable to terrorist activities such as
shootings and bombings. These risks raise the need for safety protocols in American churches to
adapt and counter the offensive of terrorism, active shooters, and natural disasters.
Summary of Design
This research was a quantitative descriptive study using Qualtrics to survey Baptist senior
pastors on determining how prepared their facilities are for natural disasters and terrorist attacks.
The researcher used senior pastors as a target population to conduct the study. “A target
population is a group of individuals with some common defining characteristic that the
researcher can identify and study” (Creswell, 2005, pf. 145). Does leadership have standard
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operating procedures in place, directing congregations to predetermine exit routes for the facility
rapid and safe evacuations? Triangulation will be in the form of asking experts in the field of
Emergency Management for their input. Information retrieved from emergency managers, and
local law enforcement was an outside resource vital for the study.
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CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW
Overview
The church should be a holy and sacred place where all can come with the desire to
worship and draw close to Christ. According to Piper (1999), “The ultimate goal of the church is
worship, and missions exist because people from every language, people, tribe, and nation will
worship God at the culmination of the ages. “According to Piper”, worship is the fuel and goal of
missions” (p. 49).
With now multi-hazards affecting the church of the world with an increase in active
shootings and bombings, the church has to change its security methods. Rev. Williamson of First
African Methodist Episcopal Church (as cited in Przybys, 2015) stated, “The more you grow as a
church, the more you become conscious of individuals that are predators, and not everybody that
comes to church means good things (to) the church. So your eyes are always open” (para. 15).
With the new threats of cyberspace, the internet, deception, shootings, it is hoped that an
emergency management study would produce a gap in the literature that will present evidence
that more safety training is implemented in churches. Training in the area of safety preparedness
and emergency be instituted as part of the training of future ministers prior to becoming pastors.
Theological Framework of the Study
While ministering to individuals on earth, Jesus challenged his disciples to spread the
gospel message of salvation throughout the world. During this time, Jesus, before his departure,
recognized the need to pray for each believer as found in John 17: 15 (King James Bible,
1769/2017), “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest
them from evil.” Jesus knew that great persecution would come to those that love and believe in
Him. He foretells of a considerable tribulation period that will take place on the earth before his
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return of such magnitude the world has never experienced before he to take his rightful place on
earth. “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in diver’s places” (King James Bible, 1769/2017,
Matthew 24:7). Jesus Christ has commanded his followers to share the “Great Commission” to
spread the gospel message to all who will listen throughout the world. If Christians enter wartorn areas, famines, and natural disasters, have they received adequate training to perform safely
as possible while conducting their mission?
This paper would produce evidence to expose a gap in the literature that focuses on
Baptist Churches in North Carolina and an active shooter’s safety preparedness in the sanctuary
or event. Great men of God moved when God warned them through prophets and scripture. “By
faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to
the saving of his house; by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness
which is by faith.” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Hebrews 11: 7). The study on safety
preparedness did decipher whether additional training needs an undertaking to mitigate the
hazards of an active shooter, natural disasters, terrorism, and persecution.
The Enemy
As Satan has attacked and persecuted Christians in scripture, the devil continues to use
the same tactics to stop Christianity’s flow throughout the world. “For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places,” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Ephesians 6:
12). Satan controls an individual by deception that the deceiver can push the right buttons to
enrage and generate behaviors such as murdering a group of people for revenge. Bonn (2018), a
criminology professor, stated, “Mass murder is frequently a form of suicide in that the
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perpetrator of such atrocities is often an enraged and fatalistic individual who intends to die at
the scene of the massacre” (para.7). For this reason, it remains challenging to acquire essential
data of the reasoning why an individual would perpetrate such a crime.
The church is now a soft target, where individuals can open fire on a group of individuals
with no counter plan in place in stopping him/her. General Patton stated. “A leader is a man who
can adapt principles to circumstances” (Az Quotes, n.d.). Church leaders need to begin training
on adapting to the philosophy the enemy uses to place fear in the hearts of men. Petho-Kiss
(2020) stated,
As soft targets religious sites with their spacious layouts, have vulnerabilities that
can easily be exploited. As places with a large concentration of people but with
limited protective measures in place, houses of worship can provide significant
chances to maximize casualties without the need for sophisticated planning and
preparation. (p. 74)
Active shooter video games that children and adults play can contribute to individuals’
aggressive behaviors. Anderson and Bushman (2001) found through a “met analytic review of
the video-game research literature reveals that violent video games increase aggressive behavior
in children and young adults,”(para 1). Parents need to continually monitor the entertainment
their children are involved in throughout the day. The Bible reads, “Let the words of my mouth
and the mediation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength, and my
redeemer.” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Psalm 19:14).
Theology of Suffering from Violence
Due to the fall of humanity, Adam and Eve, sin corrupted God’s prize creation, man to
the point that they became acceptable to diseases, natural disasters that now occurred on earth,
and even to the point of a man killing one another. The first violent act of murder occurred
between two brothers, Cain and Abel, the sons of Adam and Eve. “And Cain talked with Abel
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his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his
brother, and slew him,”(King James Bible, 1769/2017, Genesis 4:8). This event that transpired
was the beginning of the human-made disaster of murder.
Fretheim (2010) suggested:
When sin entered the picture, and that power was misused, we are told almost
immediately that it had negative effects on the natural order, as thorns and thistles
complicated the farmer’s vocation, and the pain of childbirth was increased. As for the
flood, it is directly related to man violence. (p. 37)
Eventually, Adam and Eve would witness Able's horrible death as Cain, through jealousy, would
violently slay his brother, and the hazards identified as manmade hazards began.
Evacuation Theology
One of the greatest natural disasters mentioned in the bible is the “Flood Story” that God
instructed Noah to build an Ark to save his family before the coming calamity. Just as Jesus
Christ warns of a coming wave of natural hazards to strike the earth, God spoke of Noah as a
righteous man, “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.,”(King James Bible, 1769/2017,
Genesis 6:8). Due to man’s wickedness, God judges a man by a natural hazard event, a flood to
bring judgment on a rebellious people. “And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have
created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of
the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them,” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Genesis 6: 7,).
The Apostle Peter stated, “And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly.” (King James
Bible, 1769/2017, 2 Peter 2:5). Noah’s family lived as Christians today with the end time’s event
of a rapture or calling away, always being prepared for an event that has not yet transpired on the
earth, yet they were prepared. “Knowing that Noah was a preacher proclaiming God's truth in
some form to the people of his day and given his godly character, we can assume Noah preached
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about the impending flood and the need to repent,” (Verse by Verse Ministry, n.d.). Cohn (1996)
suggests, “The notion of Noah as an exemplar of righteousness, the sense of unquestioning
obedience to God, became commonplace; and soon it was carried further” (p. 24).
Ministers and missionaries are proclaiming the gospel to a people just as in Noah’s day;
people refuse to listen to Jesus Christ returning and the destruction to come. Some theologians do
not believe that there ever was a global flood mentioned in the bible, but more of a local flood.
Hasel (1975) proclaimed, “The writer of the Genesis flood story employed terminology, formula,
and syntactical structure of the type that could not be more emphatic and explicit in expressing
his concept of a universal, worldwide flood” (p. 86). Scripture suggest God had a plan of escape
for Noah and his family, and that was to prepare an ark to save him and his family.
And God said unto Noah, the end of all flesh comes before me; for the earth is filled with
violence through them, and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark
of gopher wood; rooms halt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without
with pitch. (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Genesis 6:14)
Church leadership must have a close daily devotion to God for his control over their
lives, just as God directed Noah an evacuation plan of building an ark, leadership needs to
implement safety protocol of an evacuation, lockdown procedures plan in the church in the event
trouble strikes. Just as in Noah’s day, people have directed their attention to other various
activities, not a relationship with Jesus Christ, through daily devotion to identify and prepare for
upcoming hazards before Jesus Christ second came to earth. While Jesus encountered the
harassment and questioning from the Pharisees, they asked him, “Art thou greater than our father
Abraham, which is dead? And the prophets are dead: what makest thou thyself” (King James
Bible, 1769/2017, John 8:53)? Jesus responded, “Verily, Verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham
was, I am” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, John 8:58). After that statement, the Pharisees, the
leaders, began to pick up stones to throw at him, but Jesus evacuated the premises immediately.
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Even though Jesus is God, He could have destroyed Pharisees immediately but instead chose to
leave the area to avoid a confrontation. Jesus practiced the evacuation process by fleeing the area
before the damage could occur.
In 2017, a missionary in India, Dr. Anjaneya, was busy distributing gospel tracts to the
native people when “Hindu nationalists attacked him, accusing him of trying to convert people to
Christianity. For most of the next 18 months, he remained paralyzed on his right side and unable
to speak (Icommittopray, 2019, para 1). Missionaries and pastors become aware of their
surroundings, avenues of exit in the event of a dangerous situation arises, an emergency action
plan in the event of an active shooter to disrupt and disperse the crowd of hearing the gospel
endangering the ministers and his/her volunteer’s lives. The church should implement knowing
your surroundings to evade the persecution, or the learning of safety exits is imperative.
Theology of Persecution
Churches here in America are experiencing persecution for their faith in God and how
Christian should conduct their lives based on the Devine laws of scripture. Cunningham (1997)
explains: “In general terms, the end of the persecution of Jesus begins the persecution of his
disciples, or, better, the persecution of Jesus is carried on in the persecution of his disciples,” (p.
187). Jesus warns his disciples of persecution and great tribulation that His followers will
experience before His great appearing. Jesus foretells of great persecution:
“Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: And great
earthquakes shall be in diver’s places, and famines and pestilences, and fearful
sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. But before all these, they shall
lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues,
and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name’s sake,”
(King James Bible, 1769/2017, Luke 21:11-12)
Those individuals that are the extremist will promote the style of force by the method of an arm
shooter in the sanctuary or church event.
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Knowledge of the Threat
Mass shootings are occurring more frequently globally, and in the United States,
lawmakers are determined to find a solution. Blair and Schweit (2014) Explain,“The latest
report issued by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in 2014 indicates that active shooter
incidents in the United States have more than doubled over the past seven years” (as cited in
Doss & Shepherd, 2014, para. 9).
An armed shooter’s threat is a problem here in the United States and a global issue. Doss
and Shepherd state,“Active shooter incidents are a global problem, and all nations must properly
develop programs to prevent and mitigate the risk from such threats” (para. 10). Churches need
to consider this threat as congregations come together in an area they believe non-lethal, but they
become soft-targets to an active shooter.
During the beginning of Christianity spreading throughout Jerusalem, Christians met in
homes to avoid persecution. Paul, in writing, stated, “Likewise greet the church that is in their
house. Salute my well-beloved Epaenetus, who is the first fruits of Achaia unto Christ” (King
James Bible, 1769/2017, Romans 16:5). In Africa, Radical Islamic militant groups such as Boko
Haram and Fulani militants have decimated Christian communities throughout northern Nigeria.
In the last 18 years, an estimated 50,000 to 70,000 Christians have been murdered by these
groups,” (Persecution, n.d.). After 9/11, the church must have a protocol emplace to not
becoming a soft target for any unlawful activity.
While confined to prison, Paul used knowledge of Roman law to escape persecution.
“And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, is it lawful for
you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Acts
22:25). Here, one witness where Paul has a complete understanding of local government laws
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and his rights as a Roman citizen in which he denounces his treatment and under their law can be
set free. To minimize the threat to foreign missionaries and churches here in the United States,
careful coordination by the governing church body needs to communicate with local authorities
of the laws to protect pastors and churches in their jurisdictions.
Theoretical Framework for the Study
Church shootings are becoming more prevalent in churches around the world.
Department of Homeland Security (2008) define an active shooter as “An Active Shooter is an
individual actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a confined and populated
area; in most cases, active shooters use firearms, and there is no pattern or method to their
selection of victims,” (p. 2). A mentally unstable individual could have recently attended a
service and, through the pastor’s message, or the initial thought of the eventual attacker felt
unwelcome, could have targeted the event.
Drake (as cited in Burke, 2017) explains, “House of worships are simply the most
“convenient venue” for attackers who harbor grudges against former lovers, spouses or friends.
Many sanctuaries have regular schedules, lack robust security, and proudly bear open-door
policies,” (para. 18). These open door policies can lead to easy access to an attacker that wishes
to contribute harm to someone in worship. Previous studies provide individuals with safety
awareness of structure or shooters in governmental and university settings across America, but
minimal emphasis is given to the House of Worship's safety against armed attackers. This study
led toward investigating the existing safety preparedness training in place by church leadership
to protect and minimize the threat to those attending worship.
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Gun Violence in North Carolina
Gun violence in North Carolina has been increasing at an alarming rate. “An average of
497 people in North Carolina die by gun homicide every year, a rate of 5 homicides per 100,000
people. Across all states, North Carolina has the 18th highest rate of gun homicides in the
country” (Everytown, n.d., p. 2). In 2016, North Carolina experienced one of its ‘deadliest years
in gun violence. Billman (2018) states,
Gun deaths in North Carolina have risen significantly faster than the state’s
population. For every 100,000 people, about 14 died from firearms in 2016. That
was the highest rate since 1997. The pace of gun deaths here continues to exceed
the national rate, about 12 gun deaths for every 100,000 people in 2016, (para 4)
With the rise in domestic violence in the United States of rioters in major cities producing fires,
destruction of private businesses, individuals’ fears have increased in gun sales and concealed
carry permits have grown in North Carolina. This increase in gun permits can lead to more
church attendees coming to church with concealed firearms while having limited training on how
to care for and properly handle a gun in public.
Guns and Ammunition Sales in North Carolina
Gun stores in North Carolina have witnessed increasing volumes of guns being
sold to the public in the state of North Carolina. Tony Jacobs, a gun range manager,
associates the gun sales with fears of people in America as they witness violence. “Jacobs
attributes the rise in sales to a wide array of factors: the recent protests, the upcoming
presidential election, and the recent lawsuits filed against the NRA” (Lozano, 2020, para.
11). With the purchase of a handgun in North Carolina, a person will have to acquire a
permit that allows significant background checks to determine if an individual can
purchase and carry a handgun. “In North Carolina, there were 29,000 more background
checks in March of 2020, an increase of 54% which ranked the state 26 in the nation in
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percentage terms” (Debruyn, 2020, para 3). The increase in the volume of guns sold in
North Carolina increases individuals’ overall chances of carrying firearms in the church.
In the addition of gun sales in North Carolina, the sale of ammunition has skyrocketed in the
state as well; as the fears of rioting and defunding of police, citizens want to feel safe in their
neighborhoods.
Along with increased gun sales and permits, ammunition sales have reached records here
in North Carolina and throughout the United States. Ammo Incorporated, an online store that
sells ammunition throughout the United Stated, confirmed that a backlog in ammunition stores
had heightened the demand for ammo. Ammo Incorporated (as cited in Czachor, 2020) States,
“Due to heightened demand from consumers. Last week, the company said its backlogged orders
amounted to $80.1 million in purchases as of August 31, which set a new record after months of
increasing numbers (para. 3). Combining increases in gun sales, concealed carry permits, and the
ammunition shortage demonstrate that more individuals are carrying firearms in their daily lives.
Conceal Carry Permits
Concealed carry permits are on the rise in North Carolina with the uptick in gun
sales. According to Guns to Carry (2020), a website dedicated to monitoring gun laws in
North Carolina, “states that at the moment, there are 604,737 active concealed carry
permits issued in North Carolina. (Para. 1). These numbers indicate that North Carolina
citizens do not feel safe; while rioting crowds are demanding to defund the police, the
crime rate could escalate. Lott (as cited in Scherer, 2012) states, “That criminals are
deterred by higher penalties. Just as higher arrest and conviction rates deter crime, so
does the risk that someone committing a crime will confront someone able to defend him
or herself” (p. 16). If criminals and those who wish to commit harm to church
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congregation witness churches with security teams and safety protocols in place of
conceal carry, it could deter them from the thought of evil violence.
With increases in concealed carry permits being issued, there has to be a concern of
inexperienced gun owners carrying guns in the sanctuary. Hemenway (2017) state, “One study
examined data from 1979 to 1997 and found that for every age group, for men and women, for
blacks and whites, people living in states with more guns were far more likely to die in gun
accidents,” (p. 28). Church leadership could prohibit firearms in the sanctuary while authorizing
only security access to guns during service.
Gun Capacity
The threat of hate and large capacity guns were disastrous in the church shooting
in Charleston, South Carolina, where Dylann Roof, a white supremacist open fired on an
African American congregation during a bible study killing nine worshippers in a matter
of seconds. The weapon used that day? “Ballistics tests identified Roof’s .45 caliber
Glock pistol as the gun used in the church shooting” (Smith, Hawes & Darlington, 2020,
para. 7).
“The Glock 41, a 45 caliber pistol with a standard magazine capacity of thirteen
rounds” (Glock 2020), will fire downrange as fast as one can suppress the trigger. The
Glock 19 is a 9mm pistol standard fifteen-round magazine, but one can purchase a thirtythree-round capacity magazine for this firearm. In the mass shooting in the First Baptist
Church in Sutherland Springs, the assailant fired and killed twenty-six individuals in
minutes. “He was armed with a Ruger military-style rifle, and within minutes, many of
those inside the small church were either dead or wounded” (Montgomery, Mele &
Fernandez, 2017, para. 5). “A Ruger AR-556, standard capacity thirty rounds” (Ruger,
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2020), with multiple magazines constantly firing into the congregation, can produce
heavy devastating results to a worshipping assembly.
Protective Action Decision Model (PADM)
The method that served as the lens to see how individuals respond in an emergency is the
PADM. “The Protective Action Decision Model (PADM) is a multistage model that is based on
findings from research on people’s responses to environmental hazards and disasters” (Lindell &
Perry, 2012, para 1). This model was used as a “framework to carefully examine the empirical
literature and show how the PADM can address individuals’ decisions to comply with disaster
warnings and to adopt hazard adjustments” (Lindell, & Perry, 2004, p. 24). An individual’s
response to environmental cues, such as the sighting of a funnel cloud, can trigger the reaction of
seeking shelter. Social signals include a police officer directing a detour around a flooded bridge
that will cause individuals to gather to communicate with others about the situation.
Church leadership having an iPhone set with warning messages of the treats of hazardous
weather or active shooter cited notifying the congregation of the need to evacuate the area
immediately. Wong, Jones, and Rubin (2017) explain, “One attractive feature of mobile phone
networks for emergency communication is the ability to target messages to all phones in a
specific location” (para 2). Having emergency messages will allow the security teams to
communicate with staff over classrooms and scheduled church events.
“One barrier that can affect the flow of communication in a church setting is in a
multicultural group where members struggle with comprehensive language issues such as not
being able to read English. Receiver characteristics play a vital role when “the given information
source is determined by receivers’ perceptions of that source and the effect of a given message is
determined by receivers’ willingness to attend to and ability to comprehend and retain
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information” (Lindell & Perry, 2004, p. 15). Having multicultural leaders who can effectively
communicate with a group will enhance the church’s safe environment.
One study that used the method of PADM happened following the eruption of Mount St
Helen. Lindell and Perry (2004), the creators of this system, examined the variety of warning
variations to alert the residence of an emergency. Through the study of PADM structure, “The
more specific warning messages increased public response, as did more familiar sources. The
more knowledge the citizens had about protective responses, the more likely they were to
respond to warning messages” (Sellnow, & Seeger, 2013, p. 65). The PADM as a method in
research will show a gap in a review that a study of emergency preparedness in leadership is
much needed in the church world today. Lindell and Perry (2012) note that, “there is
considerable evidence that hazard experience increases hazard experience adoption, but hazard
probity and hazard intrusiveness also appear to significant play roles,” (p. 14).
Using the PADM will be the model that drives the Four Phases of Emergency
Management, which are mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. One study that used
the method of PADM happened following the eruption of Mount St Helen. Lindell and Perry
(2004), the creators of this system, examined the variety of warning variations to alert an
emergency’s residence. Through the study of PADM structure, “The more specific warning
messages increased public response, as did more familiar sources. The more knowledge the
citizens had about protective responses, the more likely they were to respond to warning
messages” (Sellnow, & Seeger, 2013, p. 65). The PADM as a research method will show a gap
in a review that a study of emergency preparedness in leadership is much needed in the church
world today. Lindell and Perry (2012) note that “there is considerable evidence that hazard
experience increases hazard experience adoption, but hazard probity and hazard intrusiveness
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also appear to significant play roles,” (p. 14). Using the PADM will be the method that drives the
Four Phases of Emergency Management.
Emergency Management
There are four essential phases of the emergency management process that an
organization can apply to equip their organization for success against disasters. These four
phases can be of use to train church leadership with identifying hazards, implementing strategies
and protocols for each step of emergency management. They include:
1. Mitigation: preventing disasters or taking steps to lessen the impact of
unavoidable. However, mitigation and preparedness sometimes do not occur until
after a disaster happens, (Hanus, 2012).
2. Preparedness: making plans and having the needed equipment and supplies to
save lives during and after a disaster event, (Hanus, 2012).
3. Response: taking immediate action upon the occurrence of a disaster or
emergency, (Hanus, 2012).
4. Recovery: all actions taken to keep oneself safe and return life to normal. Actions
will be immediate, like those taken to stop life-threatening bleeding, or to protect
oneself from further injury, (Hanus, 2012).

44
Figure 1
Four Phases of Emergency Management

Mitigation

Prepared
ness

Recovery

Response

Hazard Vulnerability Analysis: “an in-depth analysis of the building function, systems,
and site characteristics to identify building weakness and lack of redundancy and determine
mitigations or corrective actions that can be designed or implemented to reduce the
vulnerabilities” (FEMA, 2020b). Emergency Managers use this cycle (Figure 1) as a template to
gauge their emergency plan in covering processes associated with an emergency.
Also known as the disaster life cycle, this system describes the process through
which emergency managers prepare for emergencies and disasters, respond to
them when they occur, help people and institutions recover from them, and
continually take actions to mitigate the effects of disasters on communities,
(Schwab et al., 2017, p. 24)
The Four Phases of Emergency Management process will serve as a process to drive how
individuals will respond in an emergency. The environmental and social warning cues associated
with these disasters are the Protective Action Decision Model (PADM). “The Protective Action
Decision Model (PADM) integrates the processing of information derived from social and
environmental cues with messages that social sources transmit through communication channels
to those at risk. (Lindell & Perry, 2012, para. 1). This theory will be used as a “framework to
carefully examine the empirical literature and show how the PADM can address individuals’
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decisions to comply with disaster warnings and to adopt hazard adjustments” (Lindell & Perry,
2004, p. 23).
Figure 2
Protective Action Decision Model-Emergency Phase One: Preparedness

Removed to comply with copyright. One can access the figure (Lindell & Perry, 2012, p. 617).

Emergency Phase One: Preparedness
In the event of an active shooter on church grounds, various emergency cues will need to
be identified to alert the church leadership and congregation of the hazards in their environment.
Each cue can be used to early identify the hazards and then alert the congregation of the threat
through various means of warnings. The preparedness section will identify the various cues and
their association with leadership to quickly identify the hazard so that proper safety protocol can
be administered.
Environmental Cues
Commuting to church for fellowship and ministering to the community, one might
witness the church alarm system sounding or police lights flashing, these could be cues that an
emergency has occurred in the church area. “One important hazard characteristic that is often
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quite relevant for people’s emergency response is the availability of environmental cues such as
sights and sounds that indicate hazard onset” (Lindell & Perry, 2012, p. 618). Individuals
witnessing congregations exiting the church hurriedly, the sound of gunfire, or a confrontation
between individuals could all be linked to environmental cues in determining the threat of an
active shooter in the church facility.
Social Cues
While ministering in a church facility, one can socialize with individuals from various
backgrounds, cultures to gather greater insight into how to present the gospel in the surrounding
community. As one ministers, one can begin to observe for social cues to identify anyone with
any form of aggressive behavior that may need to be closely monitored while on church
property. “Social cues are the unspoken messages conveyed through facial expressions and body
language that one relies on when communicating with others,” (Study.com, nda). Silver, a
professor of Criminal Justice conducted a study on active shooter’s behaviors and concluded,
“The most common behaviors were related to the mental health, interpersonal interactions,
“leakage” and quality of thinking or communication. The second most common behaviors were
work or school performance, initiating threats or confrontations, anger, and physical aggression,”
(WSU News, 2018, para. 7). Having surveillance cameras set up around the main lobby and
heavy traffic areas around the church facility would enable security teams to monitor aggressive
behavior that studies have determined are linked to active shooter.
Information Sources Cues
If an unidentified individual or potential active shooter was on church premises, the
information could go out via radio or local news networks so that people can avoid these areas.
“Sources in the social context consist of other people who may transmit information about
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hazards and protective actions, as well as assisting to reduce the hazard or providing material
resources that assist protective response” (Lindell & Perry, 2012, p. 618). Church leadership
providing police with a diagram or map of the church property with the perimeter of the location
the active shooter or threat is could be a form of information cues to minimize the threat.
Information Channels
For leadership to communicate effectively during an emergency crisis, multiple
communications channels will need developing through technology or direct connection.
“Face to face and telephone conversation, videoconferencing has high information richness
because receiver and sender can see or hear beyond just the words, they can see the sender’s
body language or hear the tone of their voice, handheld devices,” (Lumen, nda., para 4).
Using handheld devices can be useful in church leadership, monitoring visitors' sanctuary for
destructive behavior. Visual aids such as hand signals between security members during worship
service to not disrupt the service why providing a means to communicate the current situation
can be an effective way to communicate.
Warning Messages
Warning messages can go out to parishioners in many forms through information
channels of text message, phone, face to face, or through sign languages. During the shootings at
Virginia Tech, “Students and others on campus used social media to send messages to one
another during the 2-hour ordeal” (Schwab et al., 2017, p. 153). One factor that church
leadership will have to contend with is the church and community’s diverse culture. “The
comprehension of warning messages will depend on whether the message is conveyed in words
that the message recipients understand. Quite obviously, warning disseminated in English is
unlikely to be understood by those who only speak Spanish” (Lindell & Perry, 2004, p. 50).
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The individual with visual impairment needs exit signs and the knowledge of the vicinity
of emergency exits in the event of an active shooter on site in their sanctuary. Churches that have
visual impairments could equip the church with braille signs to notify them in the event of an
emergency. Wormsley (2004) suggest, “Braille the sign for the main office, administrators’
offices, nurse’s office, cafeteria, library and any other rooms or locations with signs that can be
transcribed into braille and placed alongside the print and where they are reachable” (p. 22).
Church leadership will need to prepare various emergency exits symbols or different languages
to allow all congregation individuals the understanding of where all exits are located.
Receiver Characteristics
How will the receiver respond during and after the emergency conflict? “One reason why
people fail to take protective action is that they believe that they lack sufficient information
about the hazard or about the protective actions to justify the commitment of time, energy and
money that is required” (Lindell & Perry, 2004, p. 39). While many officials wish to defund
government spending on local law enforcement to protect citizens, the need for a church security
team is becoming increasingly important to minimize an active shooter threat.
In a 2017 US study, researchers found that the average police response time was
around 10 minutes. Department of Homeland Security research revealed that the
average duration of an active shooter incident at a school is 12.5 minutes yet the
average response time for law enforcement is 18 minutes, (Criticalarc, n.d)
The characteristic of an initiative-taking leader will be to have his church prepared for a coming
emergency crisis in place before it hits. Collins (2001) states, “No, those who turn good into
great are motivated by a deep creative urge and an inner compulsion for sheer unadulterated
excellence for its own sake” (p. 160).
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Emergency Management Phase 2: Mitigation
Individuals who have experienced hazards that cause significant harm typically adjust to
their immediate threat through communication, coordination, and mutual efforts to minimize
damage in the future. “Mitigation is the effort to reduce the loss of life and property by lessening
the impact of disasters” (Indiana Homeland Security, 2020, para. 1). “Discourse has to vary to
adapt to changing circumstances, including the different speaker and listener stances, times,
places, persons referred to or addressed and so no,” (Caffi, 2005, p. 15).
Paul writing to Timothy states of the coming evil that Christians will face before the
return of Jesus Christ stated,
This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce breakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady,
high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. (King James
Bible, 1769/20172 Timothy 3:15)
Through prophetic scripture, the church has been warned that violence among humanity will
intensify in the events before Christ returns. Church leadership needs to prepare for a dreadful
active shooter event that could occur in one’s church; a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)
needs to be implemented where individuals know how to react in the emergency in their church.
Not becoming an easy target, but evasive, to minimize the attack while allowing security team
members to identify and extinguish the threat.
Predecision Processes
Emergencies can strike at any given moment, and the effects of an armed shooter in a
church the results can be devastating to the safety of the congregation. “Information from the
physical environment will not lead to the initiation of appropriate protective actions unless
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people are exposed to, heed and accurately interpret the environmental cues” (Lindell & Perry,
2011, p. 619). By identifying the cues, it will lead to a predecision process of formulating an
informative plan to provide leadership with techniques to mitigate the hazard of an armed
shooter.
Exposure.
The exposure and the examples given of churches not adequately prepared for an active
shooter causes much sadness, grief, and fear to congregations in America. In 2015, a young
twenty-one-year-old man came inside the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in
Charleston, South Carolina, for one hour during Bible study. He then proceeded to open fire on
the congregation, killing nine of the members. The senator from South Carolina, Lindsey
Graham, questioned, “I don’t know what makes a person do this? To go into God’s space and do
this, I don’t know. Do you explain it? I go to the Middle East a lot. I’ve seen hate up close. I’ve
seen communities where everybody has been killed because they’re a different religion” (Koren,
2015). Senator Lindsey’s daughter even attended school and knew this young man.
September 15, 1999, a tragedy struck Wedgwood Baptist Church in Fort Worth, Texas as a
gunman entered a youth event and open fired over 100 rounds into the group while throwing homemade
pipe bombs into the youth congregation. Why would someone commit such a hideous crime? No one
will truly know as after firing into the crowd, “The gunman then sat down in the back of the Worship
Center and ended his own life” (Crawford, 2019, para 1). These churches were exposed to the dangers of
an active shooter in their church, unfortunately, there was no safety protocol in place to address the
gunman as he approached the fellowship hall.
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Attention
Gaining everyone’s support and attention to a growing crisis of emergency issues that are now
beginning to affect the church and the reality of finding solutions to address the problem is a crucial
attribute of leadership. “Visionary leaders are not starry-eyed dreamers but future-oriented personalities
who identify ambitious objectives and provide direction, motivation, and support to reach those goals,”
(Le Roy & Perkins, 2017, p. 159). Recognizing the need for a safety action pre-decision plan to mitigate
the danger of a human-made hazard associated with an active shooter’s risks will minimize the hazard
and gain the attention of Church leadership.
Comprehension
Comprehension deals with the ideology of situational awareness of one’s surroundings and to
“comprehend how these perceptions connect to form an overall picture of the current situation would
look like” (Pagan, 2019, para 6). After the church shooting of an African American church in
Charleston, South Carolina, keep Church leaders came together and, through a comprehensive process,
determined the shooting was the event of racism in America. Karen Goltz (as cited in Brown &
Matusitz, 2019) states, “We do need to acknowledge racism. We do need to see it for what it is, not as
what we want it to be, and we need to name it, and not make excuses for it ” (para. 33).
Protective Action Perspective Action
To counteract the evil of men through wars of many nations, natural disasters that the
Bible predicts will impact the earth and all humanity; the church will need to prepare standard
operating procedures to protect its people while ministering to the community. Kolman, Meng,
and Scott (1998) defined standard operating procedures (SOP) “as detailed, written instructions
to achieve uniformity of the performance of a specific function (p. 7). Modification of this
instruction can occur over time but allow individuals with a check-list to determine if the
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congregation followed the procedures correctly to fulfill the mission of safety. Having an
emergency action plan (EAP) updated and in place will provide psychological peace of mind and
assurance to church membership that leadership is taking every possible precautionary action to
provide a safe atmosphere for attending families ”(para. 4).
The Protective Action Decision Making Process.
Since active shootings events happened in African American Churches in America,
interviews have asked church leadership questions on what needs to happen to prevent another
Charleston shooting in the future. One pastor, Rev. Ronald from St. James AME Church in
Newark, New Jersey, believes the answer is to hire security guards from an outside agency to
protect God’s congregation. Pastor Ronald stated:
For several reasons. For protection of members while they are in a house of faith,
so that members feel safe. We are in Newark, New Jersey. In Newark, there have
been several incidents where persons have robbed churches and robbed the people
in particular taking clothes, taking purses. You also have auto theft, where people
come onto the property and the surrounding property and steal cars and break into
people's cars while they are in worship. When the church is not safe, you’re living
in dangerous times. (Vasilogambros, 2015, para 5)
This pastor has witnessed enough persecution to people entering God’s house and is initiative-taking to
prevent further escalation by hiring professional security guards to protect the people and the premises.
At West Freeway Church of Christ in Fort Worth, Texas, while in the middle of Sunday
morning service, a gunman pulled out a weapon and opened fire, killing two members, before
being shot himself by Church security. The Church security guard, Jack Wilson, was a volunteer
and a trained reserve deputy and had taught others in the congregation of gun safety and how to
shoot a firearm accurately. Wilson (as cited in Falconer, 2019) who served as the director over
the church security team made an interesting statement, “I am very sad in the loss of two dear
friends and brothers in Christ, but evil does exist in this world and I and other members are not
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going to allow evil to succeed, (para. 3). The gentleman’s statement sounds like this is his
ministry to God in the church to protect the congregation. Paul exclaimed, “For as the body is
one and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body:
so also is Christ” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, 1 Corinthians 12:12). God put this man in this
church for this very reason; just as the shepherd watches over the flock, God positioned this man
at this perfect location for protection against the evil one.
Emergency Action Planning
To combat the growing threat of an active shooter entering the church, a coordinated
effort with local emergency managers, law enforcement, fire departments, and church leadership
to develop a proactive emergency action plan is crucial. Doss and Shepherd (2015) suggest, “It is
vital that staff and contractors should be able to understand the plan easily. A plan that is too
complicated, that is impossible to implement, or that is not effectively communicated is
worthless” (p. 42). The Emergency Action Plan should have a list of crucial leader contact
information in charge of what duty station, phone numbers, and contact information of Church
leadership. “The plan should consider the use of the facility, building population, and special
needs. This includes protective measures, warning systems, and planning” (Doss & Shepard,
2015, p. 43). A church gymnasium, fellowship hall would be an ideal location to assist the
injured and have a central location for arriving paramedics to assist in treatment. An emergency
preparedness plan conducted by Church leadership will need to be undertaken of any emergency
of a natural disaster, human-made hazards, to affect the church.
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Emergency Management Phase 3: Behavioral Response
Protective Response
In selecting His disciples, Jesus used a diversity of gifts as Peter, James, Andrew, and
John were fishermen, Matthew was a tax collector so that we can witness a variety in His
selection. Diversity in a ministry such as a security team would significantly enhance emergency
response by having skilled professional volunteers, such as police, firefighters, military veterans,
paramedics, who would respond in a given case rapidly in the church. Elkmann (2017) states,
“Emergency preparedness is concerned with providing the needed resources and maintaining
them in a state of readiness to initiate a rapid response when required” (p. 2). These professional
responders would benefit the church by training other volunteers in the church, perform drills,
and conduct CPR training to instill readiness in the event of an emergency.
Team Ministry
With all these different circumstances, disasters that can affect one’s church, family, and
community, a security team is a commodity that the church needs to be more effective in
ministry during these tough times. To place a committee of a security team, one must seek
guidance through prayer, asking God to send his presence and anointing in developing a team.
Dr. Temple (2020) stated, “We need to pray for each member specifically, think about who they
are their lives and that they are dealing with certain things and their families” (01:05). Paul, in
addressing various gifts to the body to the Church of Corinth, stated, “Now there are diversities
of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.
And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all” (King
James Bible, 1769/2017, 1 Corinthians 12: 4-6). William Steere, CEO of Pfizer notes (as cited in
Woolfe, 2002), “Remaining open to conflicting or even painful information keeps you from
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being complacent and insular, success is achieved when you have a brilliant people advancing
different points of view” (p. 104).
In creating a security team, diversity, as in various gifts, is essential for finding solutions
to any existing problem. Dr. Livermore (2016) stated, “Take the time to articulate the problem
clearly and utilize the diversity on your team to see the problem from multiple perspectives” (p.
82). Another important issue in selecting the right individual to serve on the security team is
whether individuals have a passion for this ministry? Collins (2001) explained on having the
right leaders in place, “They will do everything within their power to build a great company, not
because of what they will get for it, but because they simply cannot imagine settling for anything
less,” (p. 50).
Individuals with experience in law enforcement, military, EMS, and medical fields would
be possible candidates to create a security team as a ministry in one’s church. Again, God has
given humanity gifts; not everyone has the same talents. Allowing those individuals to perform
their skills can create a safer facility.
Emergency Evacuations
In the event of an emergency of an active shooter, members will need to know how to
exit to the safest location possible while keeping everyone in order. The standard operating plan
for evacuations should have “steps for action in a case of a disaster should identify how the
organization will gather, where it will gather and how an evacuation will proceed,” (AlertFind,
n.d.). Church leaders need to inspect evacuation routes for lighting and possible debris or any
obstruction that could prohibit individuals from safely exiting the building.
Guard rails need to be inspected for visibility and sturdiness to assist the elderly and
disabled attendees down exit ramps. Church leadership should coordinate with local emergency
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managers of emergency exit drills quarterly to determine where to exit and a predetermined site
for assembling the congregation. The church members and staff need to know where emergency
exits are located and the proper direction from one’s location to exit in an emergency.
Emergency Lockdown
While ministering in a Sunday school room environment, adults and children will need
special training on lockdown procedures in the event an active shooter is roaming around the
church facility. Connolly (2015) a FEMA Disaster Assistant to study colleges complying with
lockdown procedures recommends, “At least once a year, a lock-down training and drill should
be conducted to provide strategies to the campus community on how to properly respond to a
directive to lock-down,”(p. 140). The following is a sample of a Lock-Down protocol for
colleges that could be implemented in churches.
Lock-Down Policy for Students, Staff, and Faculty:


Immediately go to the nearest available classroom or office.



Close and lock all windows and doors.



Move away from all windows and doors



Turn off classroom lights.



Turn cell phones off.



Use ALICE strategies (Alert, Lock-Down, Inform, Counter, Evacuate)



Do not leave the classroom or office until instructed to do so by appropriate authorities
(Connolly, p. 141).

Implementing emergency lockdown drills will be relatively easy to teach adults and teenagers,
but what about children and those in preschool?
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One study recommends teaching children how to respond to an emergency through play.
One form of the game that enhances children’s knowledge of skills necessary to protect
themselves against an active shooter is the theme “Code Red.” Delaney (2016) states, “As a
year-long participant-observer in a pre-K classroom, I have participated in these drills and
quieted children as we waited for the “all clear” announcement over the loudspeakers”(para 4).
One could conduct drills while using a text message to give the all-clear signal not to
disrupt other classes. Each time these drills were performed, it required the teacher to “shut and
lock classroom doors, pull window shades and huddle quietly with their student until the drill is
completed” Delaney, 2016, para. 4). These children were taught through gradual play through an
assistant as a bad guy or bully, allowing another teacher to lead to each step of the lockdown
procedure being executed correctly, through play not allowing the bully in the classroom. They
allowed children to learn valuable lifelong lessons on how to possibly deter and save their and
others’ lives someday, in a surprise attack of an active shooter.
Run, Hide, and Fight
In a scenario where a member cannot enter back in their perspective classroom without
being seen or engaging the shooter, one should begin to implement the strategy of Run, Hide and
Fight. The Federal Emergency Management Agency heavily support and endorse this model,
According to this strategy, one should first “run,” that is, rapidly leave the area
under attack and keep moving until one is in a safe location. If one cannot run
away, the next best option is to “hide” in as safe a place as one can. This may
include locking and barricading doors and windows and remaining silent. In the
event one cannot run or hide, one should “fight” when confronted, that is use
force to disrupt or incapacitate the shooter, (Schwab, 2020, para. 2)
The use of the social cue of warning messages while hiding by texting others the
location and identifying the shooter will alert authorities of the danger, and members to
avoid this particular area until authorities have apprehended the shooter's threat. If hiding
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is no longer useful, the last resort is to fight, coordinate an attack and then move to
incapacitate the shooter. Allowing self-defense classes to be taught at church to
leadership can be a part of the church's emergency preparedness plan.
Avoid, Deny and Defend
The model for Avoid, Deny and Defend, is a strategy when an individual has
visual contact with the shooter and can apply these strategies to mitigate the risk of
suffering harm. Avoid the shooter by quietly and quickly fleeing from the scene to avoid
confrontation. If other individuals are in the area, some could be paralyzed by shock,
calmly escort them promptly to the nearest exits.
The Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response Training (ALERRT) teaches to
deny the shooter access to a location by making it difficult for him to locate and find you.
“Create barriers to prevent or slow down a threat, turn lights off, remain silent behind
large objects, and silence your phone” (ALERRT, n d., para 3). The art of denying the
shooter by creating barriers delays time and allows law enforcement, and medics time to
respond, while slowing the shooter down.
In the event the shooter cannot be avoided, barriers are no longer an option, the
last resort is to defend. “Be aggressive and committed to your actions, do not fight fairly,
this is about survival,” (ALERRT, n.d, para. 3). Fight with everything you have,
remember the lives of others are at stake, and depending on your rapid response don’t be
an easy kill.
See Something, Say Something
When observing individuals entering the sanctuary, security team members need
to know their surroundings and any suspicious activities by individuals not associated
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with the church. “The objective of such a method is to observe a frequency band for
policy-violations and, if an anomaly is detected, report it to the appropriate law
enforcement agency for adjudication” (Dutta & Chiang, 2016, para. 2). If a member
encounters any suspicious violate behavior by someone entering the church facility, they
need to approach a security team or someone in leadership to confront an action before it
escalates in the form of an active shooter.
Surveillance cameras set up in heavy traffic areas can be a magnificent resource
to monitor any strange behavior that needs to be questioned or confronted. Ushers,
understanding facial expressions, erratic behavior, possibly an angry spouse, drug-related
behavior all need to be continuously closely monitored while on church property. Church
leadership encouraging their members if they “See Something out of the ordinary, Say
Something.”
Emergency Shelter
Churches should positively impact the community and its members while sharing the
gospel by caring for their neighbors by opening a shelter in a gymnasium or fellowship hall after
a natural disaster or active shooting event has occurred in their facility as a gathering point.
They allow people to receive first aid and medical treatment while providing shelter. Having first
responders designated at the church can apply first aid fast using fresh bandages to pressure
points to stop; the blood flows until the EMS arrives. “Bleeding is the most common potentially
preventable cause of death from the types of injury likely to be encountered in such scenarios, so
it’s a high-yield target for educational initiatives” (Malina et al., 2018, para 10). Having an
emergency shelter area in place will allow a space for first aid responders to treat the casualties
until EMS and medical crews arrive at the scene.
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Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church recently purchased a 125 KW generator for use by the
church in an emergency. Dan Griswold, the Director of the facility, stated, “During a major event
such as the so-called Hanukkah Eve Storm of 2006, potentially thousands of people in Gig
Harbor and Key Peninsula could benefit from being able to shelter at Chapel Hill in the
gymnasium and sanctuary” (Jackson, 2017, para 7). Providing cots, warm meals, and bathroom
faculties by powering the area with 24-hour generator operations hooked to gas lines is a
beautiful way to experience Christ’s love for hurting families. The Bibles exclaimed, “But whoso
hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have to need, and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him,” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, 1
John 3: 17)? Having a shelter or caring for the needy is a vital ministry that will significantly
advance the gospel of Jesus Christ to a hurting community.
Sanctuary Security
In concentrating on security in the sanctuary, carrying a concealed weapon might be
disturbing to some congregational members to accept while there in worship with family
members. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints prohibits their congregation from
carrying weapons in the church facility. The Mormon handbook reads, “Churches are dedicated
for the worship of God and as havens from the cares and concerns of the world. Except for
current law enforcement officers, the carrying of lethal weapons on Church property, concealed
or otherwise, is prohibited.” (Romo, 2019, para 4). Other church denominations and pastors
disagree and allow members to conceal carry and even have a security team’s pact with
concealed pistols in their sanctuary.
Pastor Noah till Man-Young, the shepherd of the Heart Church in Stockdale, Texas
witnessed the nearby shooting of the mass murder of twenty-six members fatally shot at the First
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Baptist Church, now encourages his flock to conceal carry weapons in his church. “It’s nothing
you ever imagine could happen, but when it hits so close to home, you have no choice. You can’t
ignore it, and you have to prepare,” Tillman-Young said, “It’s the reality that houses of worship
are increasingly becoming targets” (Thebault, 2020, para 4). Many churches are now seeking
security professionals to teach members firearm safety and training. Many local law enforcement
officers teach conceal carry classes in churches, to teach local citizens the importance of when
lethal force can be used in a situation. North Carolina Sheriffs’ Association (2014) states, “The
facts and circumstances prompting belief would cause a person of ordinary firmness to believe
deadly force was necessary to prevent an imminent threat of death, great bodily harm, or sexual
assault,” (p. 4).
The church is now beginning to witness extensive debates on whether to conceal carry in
the sanctuary by congregations throughout America, whether one should put their trust in God or
a sidearm? Squires (2000) documented, “Arms are the emblem of a free man. The essence of the
relationship between the citizen and the state is that you are prepared to fight for it” (p. 163). For
Church leadership not allow weapons carried by people entering the sanctuary prohibits their
second amendment rights to protect themselves the church against terrorism or mass murder.
Those in church leadership that support guns in worship, quote scripture where Jesus told his
disciples, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you don’t have a sword,
sell your cloak and buy one,” (King James Bible 1769/ 2017, Luke 22:36). Henry Ford once
stated in finding a solution for problems, “If there is any one secret of success, it lies in the
ability to get the other person’s point of view and see things from that person’s angle as well as
from your own” (Carnegie, 1984, p. 35). This is the reason more for a security team to be part of
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a ministry in the church; it would provide a balance by allowing trained officers and security
teams to carry weapons in the church instead of the members.
Some pastors are taking a different view on allowing guns being permitted on their
security and individuals attending their churches. Individuals that oppose the use of firearms
quote Matthew 26:52, King James Bible 1769/2017) where Peter defended Jesus by striking the
high priest servant ear, “Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword.” For this reason the Catholic churches opposes their members from
carrying fire arms in the church. Scherer (2012) states, “Whatever an individual parish decides to
do regarding its policy on concealed weapons, we ask that all people seriously consider not
carrying weapons into church buildings as a sign of reverence for theses sacred spaces,” (p.92).
Church Facility
The church facility will always have to be closely monitored if possible using security
cameras and alarm systems. Coordinated with the area police to monitor and possibly drive
through the parking lot to observe any suspicious activity inviting and welcome from a church
security team. If there are high shrubbery and bushes around the church, consider cutting these
down or back to prevent inviting criminal activity, and because it is God’s house and maintaining
them is necessary. Questions to be asked about the exterior of the church facility are
• Is lighting on the building adequate?
• Key control: Who has keys and how many keys are there to the building?
• Windows and door locks work?
• Is there an alarm system and is it used?
• Cameras (City of Jacksonville Department of Public Safety, 2015)?
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Scheitle and Halligan (2017) found, “Congregation’s Census tracts we find that the
congregation’s poverty rate is positively related to the presence of an alarm system but none of
the other security measures” (p. 699). Churches near low-income housing and poverty-stricken
neighborhoods should have security alarms and heavily lighted areas around church structures.
In these areas, churches need to consider opening soup kitchens, health drives and assisting the
Salvation Army to be a beacon of light in the neighborhood while providing security against
criminal activity. “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Matthew 5:16).
Information Search
Gathering and collecting information in the vicinity where the church is located can
better prepare the church for crime prevention. Haddow and Haddow explain, “The pace of
technological innovations will continue to transform newsgathering, distribution and new forms
of storytelling and public collaboration will continue to evolve rapidly” (p. 37). The technology
of onsite monitoring devices such as surveillance cameras and individuals’ iPhones as video
recordings can record suspicious activity gathered for information around the church property.
Church Visitors
Due to recent church shootings and bombings throughout the world, visitors will need
close monitoring as they enter the church facility. Designated parking for visitors away from the
building structure to prevent a vehicle improvised explosive from detonation and explode next to
the building is good advice. Ushers should immediately greet the visitors at the door with a
greeting package of the church and asking each visitor to fill out the information form of their
name home address for a visit from the visitation team.
Church members could check these information cards and review adults’ personal history
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to see if they are listed on the WatchDog: Sex Offender Registry to protect the church’s children.
No carry bags allowed in the sanctuary unless authorized by security team members. Church
ushers or security team members will escort visitors to a designated seating area in the cover for
monitoring by the security team for possible threats in the temple. “Visually scan and personally
greet members and every nonmember, if possible. This not only fulfills your greeting role, but it
also allows you the chance to observe people close-up and establish a friendly relationship with
them” (City of Jacksonville Department of Public Safety, 2015, p. 9)
Emergency Training
Emergency training should occur in churches and each individual’s leaders’ homes. “For
if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God,”
(King James Bible, 1769/2017, 1 Timothy 3: 5)? Every family should have an emergency action
plan in their houses of evacuation, assembly area, and how to make an emergency telephone call
in the event of an emergency. Ready.gov is an excellent website listed by the government to
assist families in preparing an emergency plan for the home. The website began the plan by
asking four essential questions that the family can discuss. The questions are necessary for
everyone to understand will be the foundation of the emergency plan.
1. How will I receive emergency alerts and warnings?
2. What is the shelter plan?
3. What is my evacuation route?
4. What is my family/household communication plan (Ready.gov, 2020)?
David stated, “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will
guide thee with mine eye” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Psalm 32: 8).
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In answering these questions, one teaches their youth how to react in an emergency. How will
one receive emergency alerts? It could be through sirens, iPhone text messages. Where the safest
place to go in the event of a tornado touches down? A bathtub or closet is an option for family
members to consider. Families that practice in their homes by teaching children evacuation
routes by planning a drill and allowing them to exit by the safest way and meet at a
predetermined site for accountability. The main ingredient is to discuss and practice, practice,
practice. If an emergency ever occurs, you as a parent and leader in the church will be glad you
and those you lead were prepared.
In the church, leadership will need to recognize that continued training is a key element
of being prepared for an emergency of an active shooter. Doss and Shepherd (2015) state,
The person who is in charge of the active shooting is the shooter himself or
herself, until this ominous fact is altered. One way to break the shooter’s cycle is
for businesses and first responders to not ignore or discount the concept of an
active shooting within the business or community, but rather to train, develop
situational awareness, educate employees and responders, and execute a plan. (p.
165)
This takes a collective effort from key leaders of the church to coordinate continual training to
minimize the threat, by being prepared.
Emergency Management Phase 4: Recovery: Emotional-Focused Coping
After the horrible event of the catastrophe created by an active shooter, it can cause
emotional and mental wounds that can last a lifetime. Jesus commanded us, “And when ye stand
praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may
forgive you your trespasses” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Mark 11:25). “To forgive in a
deeper sense is to begin taking seriously this idea that all people have inherent worth” (Enright &
Fitzgibbons, 2015, p. 300). Jesus Christ saw such worth that He stepped down from His royalty
and became flesh to sacrifice His life for humanity’s behalf for the forgiveness of sins.
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Mental Illness
Human-made hazards can contribute to traumatizing experiences for children and
individuals that missionaries and leadership need to learn how to minister. Koenig (2006) asked,
“Who are those at greatest risk for Post- Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)? What are the early
symptoms and signs of PTSD, depression or other short-term and long-term emotional
problems” (p. 85)?
Children can suffer from being in a war zone or living the terrifying ordeal of a natural
hazard of a tornado destroying their homes. Kendler, Neale, and Kessler (as cited in Hoven et al,
2017), “Longitudinal studies also report that childhood trauma has an impact on the response to
stress throughout the lifespan. Individuals who are exposed to traumatic experiences or stressors
early in life are predisposed to mood and anxiety disorders as adults,” (para 12). Children’s
reactions after observing such mass killings and an active shooter can affect the child all of their
lives. These children observing an active shooter in their sanctuary can create unwanted
memories which can over time develop into Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, (PTSD). Pastors
will need their youth leaders through training and prayer the means to address the unwanted
memories in a child’s life and reinforced the love of God.
Forgiveness
One sociological trait that Christians will, by God's grace, have to portray the art of
forgiveness of those that have created unimaginable pain to an individual. The Mayo Clinic
stated there are medical benefits in forgiveness, such as "lower blood pressure, less anxiety,
stress, and hostility and stronger immune system and improved heart and self-esteem" (Mayo
Clinic, 2020, para. 7). Forgiveness can prolong a Christian's life while at the same time sharing
the opportunity of being an example of God's love to a hostile world.

67
One individual that killed multiple peoples in Manhattan, New York, David Berkowitz,
alias Man of Terror, and serial killer "Son of Sam," speaks of his life that led him on a rampage
of terror. David began to befriend individuals involved in the occult, which led him to commit
these crimes of killing six people, starting many arson fires in Manhattan, which led people in a
panic to want this criminal apprehended. The police would eventually arrest David, and they
received 365 years in prison, a life sentence. After David had been in jail for almost ten years, a
prisoner began to share Jesus Christ's forgiveness; David first mocked him but then received the
Gideon Bible from him and began to read. This researcher will allow David's testimony of the
transformation forgiving grace event that took place in his prison cell:
One night, I was reading Psalm 34. I came upon the 6th verse, which says, this
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him from all his troubles. It
was at that moment, in 1987, that I began to pour out my heart to God.
Everything seemed to hit me at once. The guilt from what I did, the disgust at
what I had become, late that night in my cold cell, I got down on my knees and I
began to cry out to Jesus Christ,” (Berkowitz, n.d.)
David Berkowitz, a man that committed the most hurtful crime against humanity, received
forgiveness for his sins by the grace of Jesus Christ and became a child of God. “But if ye
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses,” (King James
Bible, 1769/2017, Matthew 6:15).
Theoretical of the Study
When COVID 19 virus became a worldwide epidemic, churches in the United States
began to experience an emergency that they have never encountered before. Preparing churches
for a contagious virus with a deadly recourse and no vaccine would need a practice of a no
pharmaceutical intervention (NPI) to prevent the spread until a vaccine can be created.
NPIs, also called community mitigation, are the first line of defense during a
pandemic since effective vaccines and therapies are usually not immediately
available. NPIs can include personal activities (hand washing, isolation,
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quarantine, and facemasks), community‐level actions (school closures, social
distancing, and cancellations of mass gatherings), and environmental activities
(regular cleaning and sanitation), (Cable et al, 2020)
Churches that did not implement the plan of social distancing, clean hygiene, and
facemask jeopardized their congregation's wellbeing. Similarities for preparing churches in
advance to respond to an emergency of an active shooter, to be prepared to mitigate, prepare,
recover and respond to minimize and terminate the threat.
The PADM will be the theory in reviewing an individual’s behavior during drills and
security teams functioning and communicating with individuals in a church setting. “The PADM
is a multistage model based on findings from research on people’s responses to environmental
hazards and disasters” (Lindell & Perry, 2012). The four phases of the Emergency Management
will be used to focus on the active shooter to create an awareness to the church leadership
serving Baptist churches in North Carolina.
Relative Literature
Various degrees of disasters will plague society before the coming of Jesus Christ; the
church will need to develop a systematic plan that will decrease the impact of human-made and
natural disasters. Jesus stated,” And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines and
pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven” (King James Bible,
1769/2017, Luke 21: 11). Church leadership will need to communicate with local government
emergency planners and local authorities to mitigate disasters.
According to Pratt (2017):
Certainly, modern science and technology have developed to the point that we can shield
ourselves from some of the consequences of this corruption and decay. However, one
cannot eliminate them. Hurricanes, tornados, and earthquakes occur all over the world
without discriminating between Christians and non-Christians, and we are completely
powerless to stop them” (para. 5)
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When sin entered the world, it brought a world that was once in perfect harmony with
God, into a world of turmoil fraught with diseases, famine, tornadoes, lightning, and other
disasters that affect the creation. The event of Job would argue that all suffering is not
necessarily from sin as Job was a righteous man in the sight of God. “There was a man in the
land of Uz, whose name was Job, and that man was perfect and upright and one that feared God
and eschewed evil” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Job 1:1). At times, God does allow forms of
suffering to occur to his creation, but as one witnessed in the case of the flood, Noah, a righteous
man, saved himself and his family from global flooding. “And God said unto Noah, the end of all
flesh comes before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold I will
destroy them with the earth,” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Genesis 6: 13). Here, one witness
that God made a way of escape for the righteous, he gave him explicit instructions on how to
build the ark, and how to preserve the animals while on the voyage.
The lack of safety preparedness training can contribute to the increase in deaths due to
the neglect of hazards in their surrounding areas. White (2014) noted, “The deaths caused by
‘natural’ disasters can often be attributed almost in their entirety to actions taken by people,
which turned a natural process into a disaster. In that respect there is nothing “natural” about
them” (p. 19). The church could be guilty of endangering one's people through the lack of
knowledge of safety protocol and preparedness.
Earthquakes
The Geological Society of America claimed, “Between 2004 and 2014, 18 earthquakes
with magnitudes of 8.0 or more rattled subduction zones around the globe. This is an increase of
265% over the average rate of the previous century, which saw 71 great quakes” (Science News,
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n.d.). Many of these earthquakes near ocean waters experienced massive tsunami like the one
documented in 2004 that hit Sumatra, Indonesia.
Tornadoes
This information came from Climate Signal (2020), this site believes that tornadoes are
increasing from global warming, these are just a few points:
1. The number of tornadoes in large outbreaks is on the rise.
2. The weather environments that produce severe storms are occurring more often
3. Tornado seasonality is changing. Tornadoes are starting about a week earlier in the year
in the tornado alley region from Nebraska to Texas.
4. Tornado frequency is increasing in colder months between November and February,
especially in the Southeast.
Due to the way that tornadoes strike, move and form suddenly through the clouds at times, they
have been hard to detect. Doppler radar can identify them earlier through the motions in the air
but cannot account for whether the tornado touches down.
Lightning
Climate central documented a fundamental discovery on the natural hazard of lightning,
“A bolt of lightning flashes through the sky and hits the ground somewhere around the world
about 100 times every second. That’s eight million lightning strikes in a single day. Yes, you
read that right: just one day” (Thompson, 2014, p. #). Now scientists suggest that lightning
strikes will become more frequent in the United States due to global warming is now in effect.
Flooding
According to the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research state, “On average,
United States’ flooding kills more than one hundred people a year, more than any other single
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weather hazard, including tornadoes and hurricanes” (Live Science Staff, 2013, para. 3). God
used this method of a flood to judge humanity of their wickedness which destroyed all but one
man’s family. “Human sin fractured the harmonious relationships between God and humans,
among humans, and between humans and the environment. This requires a response. Ignoring
sin is not compatible with God’s justice” (O’Mathuna, 2018).
Culture
Sampson (2011) explained, “The above principles hold in social interactions as well as
relationships. The more aware you are of your actions toward others. Theirs toward you, the less
prone you are to having a social accident” (Sampson, 2011, p. 93). Jesus proclaimed, “But I say
unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you” (King James Bible, 1769/2017,
Matthew 5:44). One area that missionaries might consider is building a diverse group of
volunteers that can give valuable insight into the ministry’s direction to be better prepared for
ministry. Livermore (2016) suggested when being bias, “One of the most effective ways to
promote self-awareness is through the world-renowned work on unconscious bias, exposing
ways we unwittingly favor certain types of people based upon our upbringing, experiences, and
values” (p. 17).
God is not limited to saving a person of a different culture. Paul is a perfect example of
Damascus’s road; Paul had a culture of the old judicial law until Paul encounter Jesus Christ.
Much like Paul, Francis Collins, a world-renowned geneticist, “takes the position that science
and religion should not be opponents. Collins takes the position that science does not know
everything and that science can lead us to a knowing God” (Sampson, 2011, p. 171). Collins was
an atheist until he, through his studies, found salvation in Jesus Christ.
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To make a significant impact on an individual’s life even if they have a different belief
and cultural, one must be willing to have the art of listening. Sampson (2011) insisted:
“Many conflicts between individuals and groups, each side often justifies their position by
claiming the other is to blame. This is true in conflicts between friends, family members, and
even countries when they disagree about who, started what and when,” (p. 150).
Listening to a terrorist and the hatred toward those who have a different belief would encourage
leadership the importance of an emergency action plan while ministering to individuals of
different cultural backgrounds. “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, James 1:19). To establish
compliance in a multi-cultural setting filled with so much tension, church leadership will need to
recognize biblical training in loving one’s neighbor not to offend another individual’s culture.
Carnegie (1984) advised:
Looking at the other person’s point of view and arousing in him an eager want for
something is not to be construed as manipulating that person so that he/she will do
something that is only for your benefit and his detriment. Each party should gain from
the negotiation. (p. 43)
Rationale for Study and Gap in the Literature
The rationale for the study of an active shooter in the sanctuary and the need to recognize
safety preparedness, the researcher found very little information on any readiness training,
protective gear, or first aid training in the event catastrophic event of an armed terrorist or
shooter entering the church facility. Responding to an active shooter is detrimental to each
person’s safety inside the sanctuary. This research will provide information that a gap in the
literature exists in church leadership lacking safety preparedness and protocol standards to
minimize a gunman’s threat entering the sanctuary and church property. Jesus stated, “But know
this, that if the good man of the house had known in what watch they would come, he would
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have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up,”(King James Bible,
1769/2017, Matthew 24: 43).
Profile of the Current Study
Through scripture, God warned his leaders to instruct the people of current issues of their
surroundings that were detrimental to Israel’s future. God spoke to Moses commanding him to
inform the children of Israel to spread the lamb’s blood on the two sides of the door post as a
method to prevent His judgment of striking the firstborn of Egypt. “And the blood shall be to you
for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the
plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt,” (King James Bible,
1769/2017, Exodus 12:13). God has warned the church in scripture of the dangers associated
before His return, so one has to prepare the church as appropriate to keep those family members
safe in the church facility.
Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves; for they watch for your
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for
that is unprofitable for you. (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Hebrews 13:7)
Summary
Church leadership will need to consider implementing security teams in church facilities
to monitor church services going forward in the future. As documented in the paper, natural
hazards are on the rise, and churches are being targeted by Islamist extremists and racially
divided hate groups that now consider the church, no longer sacred ground but killing targets.
Church leadership will have to consider new methods of safety protocol to deal with the threat of
increasing natural hazards as well as new hazard of human made hazard of an active shooter
infiltrating the churches.
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Christians throughout scripture has experienced a massive amount of persecution to
spread The Great Commission. In Peter's writing to the church, he warned “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour”
(King James Bible, 1769/ 2017, 1 Peter 3:22). In the past, the Church here in America was a
sacred Holy place, where humanity came to witness God’s anointing power. Now, after the
recent church shooting, churches are considered targets where Church leadership bears the
responsibility of keeping the safe congregation while in the sanctuary. To gather information
from Baptist churches in North Carolina of their safety preparedness protocol a research
methodology of a quantitative study through an online study would be initiated throughout the
state. This would allow the researcher the ability of “collecting and analyzing numerical data. It
can be used to find patterns and averages, make predictions, test causal relationships, and
generalize results to wider populations,” (Scribbr, 2021, para. 1).
Research Design Synopsis
The Problem
Following the tragic event of the church shooting at the West Freeway Church of Christ
in Texas, the researcher questioned the security measures at his home church. This included a
conversation with a member of the security team about the church's preparedness to protect the
members against a shooting situation. Additionally, the writer dialogued with colleagues from
several churches in North Carolina on church safety. The response from all of these meetings
was the same, churches appear to be ill-prepared for a shooting attack on their congregations.
Some churches had security teams including members trained in the use of firearms and
possessing concealed carry permits. A few churches had emergency protocol and procedures,
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however, they were ubiquitous and little attention was given to their implementation in an
emergency situation. A number of churches did not have emergency procedures in place. This
lack of attention to emergency readiness places the lives of congregational members in jeopardy.
Jack Wilson, the gentlemen that served on the security team at the West Freeway Church of
Christ, who killed the gunman, was a trained reserve deputy, and used his talents as a ministry to
the church.
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton said that Wilson has significant training, had
his own shooting range, had taught other people how to shoot, taught many
people in this church how to be prepared and ultimately saved the lives of maybe
hundreds of people with his actions (Falconer, 2019, para. 2)
Local emergency managers can be proactive in the community by combining law
enforcement and emergency resources of the churches’ hazardous preparedness training.
“Training civilians within their jurisdiction, or employees within their organization, emergency
managers can make these groups far more prepared for any possible active threat scenario,”
(Henkey, 2018, p. 153). By church leadership not ensuring training and rehearsing as a church
shooting event, innocent lives could be in jeopardy. Jesus stated, “But know this, that if the good
man of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and
would not have suffered his house to be broken up” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Matthew 24:
43). During the researcher’s service in the military, soldiers had clear standard operating
procedures and field manuals on how to operate firing ranges, conduct reconnaissance various
attacks, and to administer first aid so that soldiers would be prepared in the event of an attack.
Without no standard operating procedures, protocol, and rehearsals, the actions of the security
team demonstrated the attributes of a team with unclear, that can endanger themselves and the
congregation, which they are defending.
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Purpose Statement
The purpose of this quantitative descriptive study is to examine the churches serving
North Carolina in a rural, suburban, and inner-city settings to determine if there is any similarity
in leadership’s perception of safety preparedness training for the threat of an active shooter in the
church facility. The evaluation of data provided by church pastors serving in North Carolina is
vital. It could contribute to identifying characteristics and factors that could reveal differences
between the motivation of a church fully prepared and if demographics of church size and
location contribute to the church being prepared for an active shooter attack. The theory used in
this study is the “Protective Action Decision Model, which integrates the processing of
information derived from social and environmental cues with messages that social sources
transmit through communications at risk,” (Lindell & Perry, 2012, para 1).
Research Questions and Hypotheses
Research Questions
The following research questions will frame this proposed study:
RQ1. Do church pastors serving Baptist Churches in North Carolina have safety protocol
in place to minimize the threat of an active shooter in their church?
RQ2. What relationship, if any, exist between safety preparedness and church location in
a rural, suburban or inner-city Baptist churches?
RQ3. Do church pastors ensure congregations have knowledge of emergency exits, first
responders and church safety protocol in the event of an active shooter emergency?
RQ4. In the event of an active shooter emergency in church facility, do pastors have
security measures, lock down procedures, and security teams in place eliminate the threat?
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Research Hypotheses
H01: There is statistical correlation between a church security team that have been
properly trained in safety preparedness versus no training?
H02: There is statistical correlation between Pastors that have their churches rehearsed
emergency exit drills versus those that have had no structure emergency training?
H03: There is statistical correlation of safety readiness of churches that pastors have
participated in active shooter training such as lockdown drills versus those that have not?
Research Design and Methodology
To properly conduct a descriptive study on church leadership and safety preparedness,
one needs to gather a significant amount of data. Collecting a large quantity of data requires
selecting an appropriate methodology. The Methodology must be compatible with the style of
the researcher. Creswell (2014) explains, “Methodology selection rests primarily on the (a)
problem to be investigated, (b) purpose of the study, (c) theory-based, and (d) nature of the data”
(p. 141). The quantitative method was selected for this research since it accommodates the
researcher’s style, survey data collection, and a larger number of participants in the research.
According to Creswell (2014), “Quantitative research is a means for testing objective
theories by examining the relationships among variables. These variables can be measured,
typically on instruments, so that numbered data can be analyzed using statistical procedures”
(Creswell, 2014, p. 247). Collecting data using an online survey as a tool of retrieving
information from churches across the regions of North Carolina for common themes was
necessary to answer the research questions. Coding statistical data identify a gap in knowledge of
safety preparedness. The variables were used to evaluate the hypothesis and research questions.
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The quantitative method of research was the preferred method of research for this study. It used
an online survey, where participants could log on from any locations.
Population
The population participating in this survey would be senior pastors serving in Baptist
churches in North Carolina. DeFranzo (2012) stated, “Demographics are characteristics of a
population. Characteristics such as race, ethnicity, gender, age, education, profession,
occupation, income level, and marital status are all typical examples of demographics that are
used in surveys.” (para. 1). Demographics in this research provided information on safety
preparedness that helped understand the correlation between churches with smaller
congregations, different ethnic groups, and churches having larger populations, or inner-cities
churches.
Sampling Procedures
The researcher was not familiar with the individual participants involved in this study.
Personal information was not collected. For this reason, the sampling technique of cluster
sampling was useful in identifying participants for the study. “In a multistage or clustering
procedure, the researcher first identifies clusters (groups or organizations), obtains names of
individuals within those clusters, and then samples within those clusters, and then samples within
them” (Creswell, 2014, p. 158).
Roberts (2010) stated, “Sampling is the process of selecting several individuals for a
study in such a way that the individuals represent the larger group from which they were
selected” (p. 150). A quantitative study was presented to pastors affiliated with the Baptist
churches in North Carolina through the survey instrument of Qualtrics. The study was advertised
through social media, Facebook, and Twitter for pastors who wished to participate. Before
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granting permission to participate in the research and issuing passwords, pastors were required to
e-sign a form stating that they are Baptist church pastors in North Carolina before taking the
survey.
Inviting pastors to participate in a study of this importance, will provide leadership with
tools that allow feedback through each closed-end question they respond to. Collins (2001)
stated,” The good to great leaders understood this distinction, creating a culture wherein people
had a tremendous opportunity to be heard and ultimately, for the truth to be heard,” (p. 74). Four
hundred recruitment forms will be submitted in North Carolina. The desired response from the
solicitation was to obtain 100 pastor’s commitment to participate in the research. Eighty-nine
candidates responded to the invitation to participate in the research, however, 30 of them were
not senior pastors. Fifty-nine respondents, senior pastors, met the requirement for involvement in
the study. In appreciation for their participation, at the completion of the survey the participants
were entered into a raffle for a $50 gift card.
Limits of Generalizations
One limitation of this proposed study was that participants were just pastors serving in
one denomination in the site area. The basis of the careful consideration will be on members
fulfilling the role of an emergency contact; the pastor has consented that his duty is over security
measures for the church. “Emergency contact means the resident director or any other staff
member responsible for the well-being of program participants” (Law Insider, 2020). Retired
ministers, youth ministers, associate pastors, or overseers of the targeted denomination, were not
eligible unless a pastor or someone designated by the pastor is disqualified from being
administered the survey.
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Ethical Considerations
Before administering the survey, pastors’ emails were provided by North Carolina Baptist
denominational database and sent by email an invitation to participate in the study. Participant
privacy is of extreme importance to the researcher. The Liberty University Institutional Review
Board (IRB) adheres to research that protects the privacy of each participant. “Investigators and
personnel conducting research on human subjects must agree to maintain in strict confidence the
names, characteristics, questionnaire scores, ratings, incidental comments, and/or other
information on all subjects and/or subjects’ data,” (Liberty University Institutional Review
Board, 2020, para. 1). A solicitation for approval was sent to the IRB which was granted with an
overall approval with respect to ethical considerations.
Fifty-nine pastors were invited via email, to participate in the study. Each of them were
senior pastors over Baptist churches and were over all functions of church’s safety preparedness.
A consent form was included in the invitation. Before surveys were sent to participants, they
were required to sign a consent form (APPENDIX B). Email addresses were obtained from the
North Carolina Baptist database. Participants’ personal data was held in strict confidence. The
location that each participant chose to answer the survey was left to the discretion of each
person. Conducting the study by an online instrument allowed the participants to administer the
survey in the comforts of home without risk of exposure to Coronavirus, jeopardizing their
identity, or even a name or signature.
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Proposed Instrumentation
In quantitative research, an instrument used to collect data was the five-point Likert scale.
“The Likert scale measures attitudes using five points (anchors) where the third point in the
middle represents neutrality” (Chyung et al., 2017, para. 9). Some researchers had difficulty
using the Likert scale. The five points created so many answers that the possibility of error
increased. Likert (1932) stated, “If five alternatives are used, it is necessary to assign values from
one to five with the three to the undecided position” (para. 9). McLeod (2019) explains, “A
Likert scale assumes that the strength/intensity of an attitude is linear, i.e. on a continuum from
strongly agree to disagree strongly, and makes the assumption that attitudes can be measured,
(para. 3). Likert scales tend to give the researcher a more closely in-depth response to a question
than a typical closed-end yes, no answer question, giving the researcher a descriptive answer of
the participant’s knowledge on a topic.
Multiple choice closed-ended questions was also used in the survey tool for collecting
data with more precision on the demographics of the participants. Using a dichotomous format is
a problem. “Dichotomous questions gives two options to respondents- yes or no, to choose from.
It is the easiest form of a questionnaire for the respondent in terms of responding to it” (Research
Methodology, n.d.). The Qualtrics instrument will provide the multiple-choice questions and the
Likert scales for the study will test church pastors of their preparedness on their preparedness for
active shooter in their facility.
Validity
To add credibility and validity to the research, the researcher sought professional
feedback on the research and presented the survey to an official of the Criminal Investigation
unit in Gaston County. Through email dialog with the captain, validity was enhanced. The
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Captain Downey provided recommendations that enhanced the value of the surveys and
increased validity of the research (APPENDIX D). Further enhancements to the validity of the
research were achieved through conversations between the researcher and law enforcement
officer from the Belmont Sheriff Department. The final revised survey which was sent to each
participant, included recommendations and professional opinion of experts in the field of safety
preparedness.
Triangulation is a process that can increase the validity of the research. Creswell and
Miller (2000) explained, “Triangulation is a validity procedure where researchers search for
convergence among multiple and different sources of information to form themes or categories
in a study” (p. 126). Triangulation of local emergency managers, law enforcement, and EMTs
added strength to the study's validity.
Reliability
Reliability is the research’s ability to be replicated by a qualified researcher at a different
time and with various participants. Roberts (2010) defined, “Reliability is the degree to which
your instrument consistently measures something from one time to another. If you measured the
same thing again, would you find the same results” (P. 151)? Using the same research
methodology, survey instruments, research questions, and hypothesis, a qualified researcher can
replicate this study and receive similar results. The number of participants and data collected
through the survey has demonstrated a high probability that the research is repeatable. An
exception to the rule of reliability may be questioned in states with more significant population
variances.
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Research Procedures
Following the IRB's approval and my dissertation supervisor to proceed with the
research, the survey instrument was selected. Qualtrics study was set to be economically feasible
and met the study's requirements. Additionally, the support given by the Qualtrics’ help desk was
instruct mental in preparation of the survey vital for the task. The survey questions were
generated by reviewing the safety procedures of institutions, and other churches, through
discussions of law enforcement professionals and safety officers, and reading the Protective
Action Decision Model (PADM).
The researcher sought to have 100 senior pastors to participate in an online survey. An
email was sent to 400 churches, obtain through the Southern Baptist Convention and the
snowball effect. The snowball effect is contacts provided by associates through social media.
Eighty-nine churches responded to the invitation, and of the 89, 59 met the research requirement
of being a senior pastor. The 59 senior pastors completed the online consent form, which
directed the survey.
The participants were allowed eight weeks to complete the survey. Data was received
from the 59 participants, and content analysis was perform using the survey instrument Qualtrics.
Creswell (2005) states, “You collect data by administering an instrument, then you code the data
and input it into a computer file for analysis” (p. 188). Qualtrics (2020) allows the researcher to
“Reach respondents wherever they are with surveys on mobile devices, apps, websites, chatbots”
(para. 1). Content analysis was used to determine the primary themes which surfaced from the
surveys.
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Data Analysis and Statistical Procedures
Data Analysis
Through a quantitative survey, data analysis will require patience as data will be collected
utilizing a study and then submitted, versus the immediate access of collecting information from
qualitative research of interviews via email, phone, or face to face. In this quantitative research,
the collection instrument was a survey through Qualtrics. Roberts (2010) suggested, “The
internet has become more than a place to locate and disseminate information; it can be a method
of data collection as well” (p. 81). “Using a quantitative study, data analysis consists of
describing trends, comparing groups or relating variables” (Creswell, 2005, p. 22). Collecting
data from Baptist Churches in urban, inner-city, and rural areas was vital to this study. This
process allows the researcher to evaluate variances and similarities in the collected data, as
shown in Figure 3.
Figure 3 Research Questions
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RQ1. Do church pastors serving Baptist Churches in North Carolina have safety protocol
in place to minimize the threat of an active shooter in their church?
RQ2. What relationship, if any, exist between safety preparedness and church location in
a rural, suburban or inner-city Baptist churches?
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RQ3. Do church pastors ensure congregations have knowledge of emergency exits, first
responders and church safety protocol in the event of an active shooter emergency?
RQ4. In the event of an active shooter emergency in church facility, do pastors have
security measures, lock down procedures, and security teams in place eliminate the threat?
Creswell (2014) suggested, “One technique is to relate the variables, the research
questions or hypotheses, and sample items on the survey instrument so that a reader can easily
determine how the data collection connects to the variables and questions/hypotheses ”(p. 161).
Using the survey mechanism as a tool in the research, the researcher was able to identify
developing recurring themes in the research which were encoded and revealed important data.
Statistical Procedures
The inferential statistical method was the most effective tool to determine a correlation
between church leaders who have safety preparedness training versus church leaders with no
training. Using an inferential statistical study displayed a trend in having security teams having
an emergency action plan more prepared to handle emergencies. Trochim (2020) stated, “We use
inferential statistics to make judgments of the probability that an observed difference between
groups is a dependable one or one that might have happened by chance in this study” (Para. 1).
The inferential statistical method was the best method to provide accurate data on churches'
preparedness from different cultures, demographics.
Chapter Summary
Church security teams will be a vital ministry in the future as persecution throughout the
world intensifies before Jesus Christ returns. Church leadership has a tremendous responsibility
of keeping congregations and their family’s safe while in church facilities and on property. Jesus
said, "If anyone causes one of these little ones those who believe in me to stumble, it would be
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better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths
of the sea." (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Matthew 18:6,). A descriptive quantitative study will
provide important data that will be coded and reviewed for themes in emergency preparedness
protocol in churches in North Carolina. Having Gaston County law enforcement Officials review
the survey will add validity to the study. Data collected from the quantitative online survey will
be reviewed for themes where the data can then be grouped and coded.
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CHAPTER FOUR: ANALYSIS OF FINDINGS
Research Questions
RQ1. Do church pastors serving Baptist Churches in North Carolina have safety protocol
in place to minimize the threat of an active shooter in their church?
RQ2. What relationship, if any, exist between safety preparedness and church location in
a rural, suburban or inner-city Baptist churches?

RQ3. Do church pastors ensure congregations have knowledge of emergency exits, first
responders and church safety protocol in the event of an active shooter emergency?
RQ4. In the event of an active shooter emergency in church facility, do pastors have
security measures, lock down procedures, and security teams in place eliminate the threat?
Hypothesizes
H01: There is statistical correlation between a church security team that have been
properly trained in safety preparedness versus no training?
H02: There is statistical correlation between Pastors that have their churches rehearsed
emergency exit drills versus those that have had no structure emergency training?
H03: There is statistical correlation of safety readiness of churches that pastors have
participated in active shooter training such as lockdown drills versus those that have not?
Compilation Protocol and Measures
The study topic of this research was to evaluate safety protocol of the local church
pertaining to an active shooter situation. The participants in the study were senior pastors serving
Baptist churches in North Carolina. Data collected provided an understanding of the emergency
action procedures in place to address the potential emergency active shooters situation. The study
reviewed procedures demonstrating their understanding of emergency action procedures to
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counteract the damage of an active shooter. The quantitative descriptive study used a data
collection tool developed by Qualtrics. The research instrument was an online Qualtrics' survey
where "the researcher records information from individuals by asking them to answer questions
on an instrument" (Creswell, 2005, p. 594). This form of study allowed the researcher to evaluate
and collect data from many churches in North Carolina. The data collected from the churches
formed the basis for the research.
Demographic and Sample Data
The program at Liberty University focuses on Christian leadership. The researcher chose
to focus this study on the senior pastor, the church's highest authority figure. According to Edith
Ohaja (2003), a sample is the “selection of some members or elements from the population for
actual investigation or study” (p. 75). Limiting the data collection to Baptist pastors from
churches in North Carolina only allowed the researcher to narrow the study's focus to a more
manageable size. This was necessary due to time constraint, logistics to complete the task.
Dorofeev and Grant (2006) state, “Limitations imposed on the choice of data collection
methodology by the objectives or subject matter or by logistic restrictions” (p. 9). Based on this
study's limitation, the research chose the methodology of an online survey to collect data. The
PQS states the following,
To illustrate sampling, consider a loaf of bread. How good is the bread? To find
out, is it necessary to eat the whole loaf? No, of course not. To make a judgment
about the entire loaf, it is necessary only to taste a sample of the loaf, such as a
slice. In this case the loaf of bread being studied is known as the population of the
study. The sample, the slice of bread, is a subset or a part of the population. (PQS
Systems, n.d)
The quantitative descriptive study presented data from suburban, rural, and inner-city
churches to obtained feedback about their churches' safety protocol procedures. The Executive
Director of the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina, Milton A. Hollifield (personal
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communication, November 23, 2020), commented on the survey. He stated, "I'm glad you are
doing this and believe your information will be helpful to a lot of churches if they will take
advantage of it" (APPENDIX E).
The safety preparedness survey consisted of twenty-eight questions; two were Likert
questionnaires used to demonstrate how the participants understood an active shooter's church
preparedness. The twenty-five remaining questions concentrate on cleanness and safety
preparedness in the church. Questions focused on the ethnicity, church population and age, and
the church's location of a rural, suburban, or inner city. These demographics provided for a
diverse research population. Over four hundred recruitment forms were sent out to Baptist
churches throughout North Carolina, asking them to participate in the study. Participants
responded by downloading the survey emailed to them. The review was voluntary, anonymous,
and allowed an individual to withdraw from the study at any time during the process.
Data Analysis and Findings
The study consisted of 89 respondents. The Qualtric’s program would generate a quick
screening of each participant, after question three and if they failed to be a pastor, it would
terminate the request to continue administering the survey. Due to the design of the survey, the
survey allowed 89 participants to participate in questions 1 and 2. Based on the data collected,
the researcher did not believe the responses adversely affected the research. The survey was
formatted to suspend any participants that were not currently a senior of a Baptist Church in
North Carolina. Fifty-nine pastors met the requirements to participate in the research. Screening
the applicants for the study, the participant would have to answer yes to be permitted that they
were Baptist ministers serving a church in North Carolina.
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The researcher conducted a descriptive quantitative study that provided trends in the data
received and obtain the (means, mode, and medium) of all the total responses retrieved. The data
was then given a score, “Scoring data means that the researcher assigns a numeric score (or value
to each response category for each question on the instruments used to collect data” (Creswell,
2005, p. 175). Each question was given a numerical score, the score was based on the most
popular responses with the highest number to the lowest number to least response. A codebook
was created to assist in documenting the variables associated with each response to each
questions in the survey. This data was used to formulate the findings.
Findings
At the beginning of the survey, two questions were asked using a Likert Scale. The
subject of these questions was the overall general knowledge of safety preparedness in their
churches. “A Likert-scale questionnaire is a questionnaire with a series of statements or
questions, which can be rated according to the intensity of reaction the respondent indicates”
(Hampson, 2014, para. 4). With the minimum numerical value of 0 and the maximum of value
10, the means, or average rate of response of the questions was 7.46. This rating of 7.46
participates had a rating that seems a very favorable rating that churches are prepared for an
event of an active shooter based on their response.
The data demonstrated pastors having an overall knowledge and standard deviation
supported the evidence with a low numerical value of 2. The data revealed a comprehensive
understanding of safety preparedness if an armed assailant or major disaster suddenly threatened
the church. Indicating that their churches were adequately prepared for an active shooter
emergency.
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Table 1
Q1 – What is your overall rating of the knowledge of safety preparedness in your
church?

#

Field
1

0 being
lowest to 10
highest
rating

Minimum Maximum Mean
0

10

7.46

Std
Variance Count
Deviation
2
4.02
70
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Table 2
Q2 - How familiar are you with the evacuation protocol in your church?

#

Field

1

0 being
lowest to 10
highest rating.

Minimum Maximum Mean
0

10

7.34

Std
Deviation
2.93

Variance Count
8.57

70

The question sought to understand the knowledge evacuation protocol that could affect
the hazards of an active shooter and fire, power outages, and other emergencies. On a Likert
scale of 0 to 10, the rating received a positive means of 7.34. The variance was slightly the
highest numerical rating at 8.57, indicating that some pastors felt their knowledge of evacuation
protocol was above standards. This rating suggested that their congregation rehearsed evacuation
drills. The data also told different ministries that their designated rallying point was located.

93
The researcher discovered a format error in his questioning. Following distribution of the
survey, the researcher came to the conclusion that question 3 should have been administered first
in the survey since it was a qualifier for participation in the study.
Figure 4
Q3 - Are you a Senior Pastor serving a Baptist Church in North Carolina?

Table 3
Minimum
1

Field
1. Yes
2. No

Maximum
2

Mean
1.16

Std Deviation
0.36

Variance
0.13

Count
70

Choice Count
84.29%
59
15.94%
11
70

A qualifications to participate in the study a participant had to be a Senior Pastor serving
in a Baptist church to join the study. The qualtric’s survey was programmed to eliminate those
from the study that answered no to the question. Of the 89 participants responding to the
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invitation to join the study, 70 responded to the first 3 questions. Question 3 eliminated 11
participants.
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Figure 5
Q4 - Do you have an emergency contact at your church?

Table 4
Minimum
1

Maximum
3

Mean
1.30

Std Deviation
0.53

Variance
0.28

Count
60

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

73.33%

44

2

No

23.33%

14

3

Unsure

3.33%

2

Total

100%

60

Of the total of 60 responses, majority of the pastors (73.33%) responding answered yes
that they had a designated emergency contact person at their church. Of the remaining 14 pastors
(23.33 %) answered no designated emergency contact personal and two representing (3.39 %)
stated that they were unsure.
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Figure 6
Q5 - Does you church conduct fire and evacuation drills?

Table 5
Minimum
1

Maxium
2

Mean
1.87

Std Deviation
0.34

Variance
0.12

Count
60

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

13.33%

8

2

No

86.67%

52

3

Unsure

0.00%

0

Total

100%

60

When pastors were asked about conducting fire drills, a resounding (86.67%)
representing 60 pastors stated that they do not currently conduct fire drills at their church. Data
demonstrated eight pastors (13.33%) conduct fire drills at their local church. Even though North
Carolina, school principals are required by state law to have public schools conduct fire drills
monthly.
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Figure 7
Q6 - Are illuminated exit lights and emergency lights functional and clean?

Table 6
Minimum
1

Maximum
2

Mean
1.02

Std Deviation
0.13

Variance
0.02

Count
59

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

98.33%

59

2

No

1.67%

1

3

Unsure

0.00%

0

Total

100%

60

In the event of low visibility, due to any form of emergency, whether human-made or
natural of a fire or smoke and night time emergency lighting should be clean and visible. All
citizens have the right to know the locations of exit signs and placards. These egress indicators
must be clean, clear, and functional. The data demonstrated that 98.33 % of the participants
stated the emergency lighting was functional and clean. One pastor responded that their
emergency lighting was not clean and or functional.
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Figure 8
Q7 - Are all emergency exit signs clean and legible?

Table 7
Minimum
1

Maximum
2

Mean
1.02

Std Deviation
0.13

Variance
0.02

Count
60

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

98.33%

59

2

No

1.69%

1

3

Unsure

0.00%

0

Total

100%

60

Question 8 should have been combined with question 7, the responses are identical and
adds no additional value to the study. Again, 60 pastors (98.33 %) stated that signs are clean and
legible, while 1 (1.69%) said that some form of maintenance and cleaning needed to be
accomplished for a good rating. Having a security team conducting monthly inspections of
church property and emergency signs for any type of defect will eliminate any confusion in the
event of an emergency.
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Figure 9
Q8 - Are all platforms, stairways and floor surfaces free from debris, clean and dry?

Table 8
Minimum
1

Maximum
1

Mean
1

Std Deviation
0

Variance
0

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

100.00%

58

2

No

0.00%

0

3

Unsure

0.00%

0

Total

100%

58

Due to individuals slipping while attempting to exit the scene of an active shooter in the
church areas, rubber matting around heavily traffic areas might need to be considered to prevent
injuries. “The Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates that accidental falls account for
the most hospital visits each year. Falls are the leading cause of unintentional death for
individuals 65 and older, with 11,000 deaths occurring annually.” (SafeChurch, n.d, para. 1).
Exit routes need to be clear of debris to allow all citizens the ability to evacuate safely to a
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designated area. All participants (100%) 58 recorded that their exit routes were clean of debris
and safe for the congregation.
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Figure 10
Q9 - Are all handrails and guardrails in safe and working conditions?

Table 9
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
3

Mean
1.03

Std Deviation
0.26

Variance
0.07

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

98.28%

57

2

No

0.00%

0

3

Unsure

1.72%

1

Total

100%

58

Guard rails protect individuals, mainly the elderly and the handicap that needs
assistants climbing stairs or ramps. In North Carolina, “Stairs over 30 inches in height require
handrails, but policies also cover other structures. Ramps with a rise greater than 6 inches
must have handrails and are required on walking surfaces with a slope exceeding 1 foot every
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20 feet” (Seidel, 2018, para. 3). The majority of the pastors (98.28%), 57 responded that their
guardrails are functional, one pastor answered unsure to the question (1.72 %).
The majority of participants responded that the church’s handrails and guardrails are in the
right working conditions, ready for an emergency.
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Figure 11
Q10 - All doorways are clear for safe access and egress?

Table 10
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
2.00

Mean
1.05

Std Deviation
0.22

Variance
0.05

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

94.83%

55

2

No

5.17%

3

3

Unsure

0.00%

0

Total

100%

58

The intent of the question was assure that the doors were in proper working condition to
allow access and egress of an emergency situation. Can teachers proceed with locking doors in a
safe manner, and can individual have clear access to exit doors? Can emergency rescue have
access to and fro the building without clearing debris and clutter from doorways? Pastors that
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stated yes (94.83 %) stated all doorways are clear from debris and functional, while (5.17 %)
suggested no.
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Figure 12
Q11 - Does your church have an Emergency Preparation Plan established?

Table 11
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
3.00

Mean
1.52

Std Deviation
0.65

Variance
0.42

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

56.90%

33

2

No

34.48%

20

3

Unsure

8.62%

5

Total

100%

58

To have a coordinated effort to confront an emergency of any form, a church will need
some “Emergency Preparation Plan.” Emergency plans will vary with each church for what is
practical for each pastor’s church. All Emergency Preparation Plan should include evacuation
procedures, emergency contacts, CPR and first aid training of staff, security team, and other
safety-related actions. Out of 32 of the 58 participates responded that their church has a current
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Emergency Preparation Plan; this represents (56.90%) of the population. Twenty-five
participants were unsure of or had no Emergency Preparation Plan established at their churches.
Pastors indicated that they had no current plan described (35.09%) of the study, while five
pastors suggested that they are unsure at this time. An Emergency Preparation Plan, to be
effective, must have the names and contact numbers of emergency personnel, a visible address
number including a diagram of the church property, to direct emergency responders throughout
the church property.
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Figure 13
Q12 - Does your church have a Security Team?

Table 12
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
2.00

Mean
1.16

Std Deviation
0.36

Variance
0.13

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

84.48%

49

2

No

15.79%

9

3

Unsure

0.00%

0

Total

100%

58

Forty-nine of the 58 participants responded that they have a church security team. The
most considerable portion of pastors, 49 (84.21 %), answered that they have a current Security
Team at their church. Nine pastors responded that their church did not have a security team. Data
demonstrated that most pastors were committed to providing a safe environment at their church.
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Figure 14
Q13 - Does your Church Security team conceal carry?

Table 13
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
4.00

#

Answer

1

Mean
1.45

Std Deviation
1.00

Variance
1.01

Count
58

%

Count

Yes

81.03%

47

2

No

5.17%

3

3

Unsure

1.72%

1

4

My church does not have a security team.

12.07%

7

100%

58

Total

Forty-seven (81.03%) out of the 58 participants responded that their security team
conceal carry. Eleven participates responded that do not have security team to conceal carry.
Reverend Dawn Frankfort is an example of a pastor who does not allow their security teams to
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carry she comments, “I think Christianity is a non-violent religion,” and therefore does not
encourage her congregation to carry. She does, however, employ armed security guards” (Briggs,
2017, para. 9).
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Figure 15
Q14 - Have you ever participated in an Active Shooter training course?

Table 14
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
2.00

Mean
1.52

Std Deviation
0.50

Variance
0.25

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

48.28%

28

2

No

51.72%

30

3

Unsure

0.00%

0

Total

100%

58

Thirty out of the 58 participants have no training in safety preparation for an active
shooter, indicating a lack of readiness for such an event. Training teachers on lockdown
procedures for their classrooms may prevent the assailant from entering the room. Twenty-eight
Pastors answered that they had attended an “Active Shooter” training (48.28%), while 30
(51.72%) responded that they had had no training.
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Figure 16
Q15 - Indicate which of the following tactics of an active shooter trainings that you have
participated in?

Table 15
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
5.00

Mean
3.52

Std Deviation
1.73

Variance
3.01

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Run, Hide, Fight.

27.59%

16

2

Avoid, Deny, and Defend.

5.17%

3

3

Lock Down

5.17%

3

4

See Something, Say Something

12.07%

7

5

None of the Above.

50.00%

29

Total

100%

58

One form of minimizing an active shooter is introducing staff and teachers to training
specifically designed to attack and defend against an active shooter. Lockdown procedures teach
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staff members how to react by locking doors, closing blinds, turning off lights, and having
students be reticent while an active shooter has been identified roaming the halls. Lockdown
training teaches the individual life-saving procedure in dynamic shooter situations. All proposed
training is practical. The activity most noted by pastors was Run, Hide and Fight, which
represented (27.59%). Twenty-nine pastors stated they had no listed active training representing
(50.00%) of the total.
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Figure 17
Q16 - Does your church have a designated seating area for visitors in the sanctuary?

Table 16
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
2.00

Mean
1.90

Std Deviation
0.30

Variance
0.09

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

10.34%

6

2

No

89.66%

52

3

Unsure

0.00%

0

Total

100%

58

Data revealed that (10.34%) representing six pastors had assigned seating for visitors,
while (89.66%) 51 pastors did not have an area at this time. Having a predetermined designated
area for visitors would allow security teams to monitor any abnormal behavior closely. Having a
security team member at the designated zone would result in faster response time when a tragedy
strikes. “Department of Homeland Security research revealed that the average duration of an
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active shooter incident at a school is 12.5 minutes yet the average response time for law
enforcement is 18 minutes” (Criticalarc, n.d).
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Figure 18
Q17 - Does your church have a plan established in the event an armed attacker is in
sanctuary?

Table 17
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
3.00

Mean
1.34

Std Deviation
0.57

Variance
0.33

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

70.69%

41

2

No

24.14%

14

3

Unsure

5.17%

3

Total

100%

58

Data indicated that 41 (70.69 %) of the 58 participants responded threat they had a plan
addressing an armed attack in the sanctuary. Fourteen pastors (24.14%) responded with unsure or
had no plan for such an attack. Having a rehearsed plan in place on how to respond quickly in an
armed shooter opens fire to your congregation. “As a good rule of thumb, you should never
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operate an armed church security team if you are unwilling to provide the proper oversight,
training, and documentation of the program” (Full Armor, n.d., para. 10). Contracting a
professional security team to care for the emergency preparedness of your church is a valuable
alternative to having security team. If your church has the financial backing employing a security
team or coordinates with local law enforcement to monitor your location might be an alternative.
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Figure 19
Q18 - First Aid kits are available throughout the church facility?

Table 18
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
3.00

Mean
1.16

Std Deviation
0.41

Variance
0.17

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

86.21%

50

2

No

12.07%

7

3

Unsure

1.72%

1

Total

100%

58

The data indicated the majority of pastors (86.21%) have access to first aid kits were
assessable throughout their church; only seven representing (12.07 %) answered no, and 1
(1.72%) was unsure. First-aid kits’ availability is of utmost importance as first responders apply
bandages to pressure points to relieve the blood flow. “Typical complications such as airway
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obstruction, tension pneumothorax, and the hemorrhage must be treated within 10 minutes”
(Franke, a. et al., 2017).
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Figure 20
Q19 - Do you have first aid responders at your church?

Table 19
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
2.00

Mean
1.25

Std Deviation
0.43

Variance
0.18

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

75.86%

44

2

No

24.14%

14

3

Unsure

0.00%

0

Total

100%

58

Data revealed 43 (75.86 %) of the 58 participants responded that their churches have first
responder ready in the case of an emergency in their churches. Fourteen pastors (24.14%) of the
study stated they had no trained first responder response team at their facility at this time. First
responders are first to help treat victims of wounds associated with being shot by an active
shooter. First responders need to be cognate of their surroundings as law enforcement will
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respond rapidly to locate the shooter. Pastors need to ensure adequate first aid is trained aside
from the security team. Doss and Shepherd (2015) comment:
The entry officers will be rapidly searching for the shooter. On seeing a person
carrying a gun who is not in uniform or who does not have any identifiable
markings distinguishing him or her as a first responder, they are very likely to
mistake that individual for the active shooter. (p. 59)
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Figure 21
Q20 - Surveillance cameras are properly located in heavily populated areas?

Table 20
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
2.00

Mean
1.50

Std Deviation
0.5

Variance
0.25

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Yes

50.00%

29

2

No

50.00%

29

3

Unsure

0.00%

0

Total

100%

58

Data revealed 29 pastors stated yes, representing (50.00%) of those participating in the
study, while 29 (50.00%) of research indicated having no surveillance cameras. Surveillance
cameras can be instrumental in providing intelligence to observe people's actions around the
church facilities. Having a professional surveillance camera setup can be rather expensive and
costly for some churches financially, so this could be a deterring factor for smaller churches.
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Challenging security teams on monitoring individuals through surveillance cameras for any
violent, erratic behavior and how to direct police and emergency responders identifying an active
shooter is in the church facility.
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Figure 22
Q21 - What is the population size of your church? Congregation size:

Table 21
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
5.00

Mean
2.56

Std Deviation
1.17

Variance
1.37

Count
57

#

Answer

%

Count

1

1-50

18.97%

11

2

51-100

34.48%

20

3

101-200

27.59%

16

4

201-300

10.34%

6

5

300 and above

8.62%

5

Total

100%

58

Data revealed the following church population responding to the survey:


Thirty-one was from churches less than a 100.



Sixteen pastors were from churches 100 less than 200.
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Six pastors were from churches whose population was over 200: Five pastors were from
congregations over 300.

Data indicated that pastors from smaller congregations responded to the survey more than
pastors from larger congregations.
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Figure 23
Q22 - What are the demographics of your church?

Table 22
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
3.00

Mean
1.4

Std Deviation
0.56

Variance
0.31

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

Rural area

63.79%

37

2

Suburban area

32.76%

19

3

Inner City

3.45%

2

Total

100%

58

A large variety of church locations were used to add validity of the study. Data revealed
that 37 of the 58 pastors were from rural areas, 19 pastors were for suburban areas, while to
pastors revealed they were from inner city areas.
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Figure 24
Q23 - What is the majority ethnicity of your church?

Table 23
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
6.00

Mean
4.07

Std Deviation
0.67

Variance
0.44

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

African American

1.72%

1

2

Hispanic

0.00%

0

3

Latino

1.72%

1

4

White

89.66%

52

5

Asian

0.00%

0

6

Diverse

5.26%

4

Total

100%

58
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The majority of the ethnic pastors who voluntarily administered the study congregation
were white Caucasians representing (89.66%) participation. Churches with diversity with three
pastors conducting the study were second (5.26%). The review was sent out through an online
North Carolina database and the North Carolina Convention of senior pastors serving in churches
throughout the area for research data of their churches preparedness, which one would have to
believe to be very diverse.
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Figure 25
Q24 - What is the majority age of your church population?

Table 24
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
5.00

Mean
3.43

Std Deviation
1.00

Variance
1.00

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

21-20

3.45%

2

2

31-40

8.62%

5

3

41-50

48.28%

28

4

51-60

20.69%

12

5

61-above

18.97%

11

Total

100%

58

The majority age of the congregations of pastors that were committed to the study was
41-50, representing (48.28%) of the survey, while 51-60 made up (20.69%) and 61-above made
up (18.97%). Based on the response and data received from pastors, church congregations tend
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to be older, while younger congregation pastors only made up (3.51%) and (8/77%)
prospectively. The study also continues the importance of evacuation procedures to
accommodate seniors.

130
Figure 26
Q25 - What is the area code of your church?

Table 25
Minimum
1.00

Maximum
6.00

Mean
3.24

Std Deviation
1.60

Variance
2.56

Count
58

#

Answer

%

Count

1

828

18.97%

11

2

336/743

12.07%

7

3

980/704

32.76%

19

4

919/984

10.34%

6

5

910

13.79%

8

6

252

12.07%

7

Total
100%
58
Adding area codes to the study would allow the researcher to identify locations throughout the
state where research data had been received. With the most responses, the area code was from
one of the most populated areas in North Carolina, the Charlotte vicinity, with an area code of
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980/704 of (32.76%) total participation. With only two churches from the inner city with the area
code of involvement, one would consider the inner pastors participating in the study would be
higher. The Piedmont and Appalachian Mountains had the second most pastors conducting the
survey with (18.97%), which could account for the higher population in the study's rural areas.
Research Questions
RQ1. Do church pastors serving Baptist Churches in North Carolina have safety protocol
in place to minimize the threat of an active shooter in their church?
Significant themes developed that majority of the pastors overall indicated a knowledge
of safety preparedness in their churches. Survey questions 1 and 2 were Likert questions which
addressed pastor’s evacuation and safety preparedness protocol in their churches? Each questions
average rating of a 7 out of a maximum 10 indicated their high self-assessment. Pastors were
given a closed in yes or no question format of their cleanliness, visibility and functions of
emergency lighting and exit signs in their churches. Question 6 through 10 had rating in access
above 90 % indicating that the churches were properly maintain for church safety egress. All
emergency signs and hall way lighting in proper working conditions.
Participants continued to rate their church preparedness high, as shown in responses to
questions 13, 18, 19, and 24. On Question 12, 84.48% of the participants had a security team,
and data revealed Question 13, 81.03%, allowed the security team to conceal carry. Question 18
indicated that 86.21 % of pastors had first aid kits available, and Question 19 revealed 75.86% of
churches had first responders.
Although the participant's responses of being prepared in their churches positive, data
show otherwise. Negative themes of safety preparedness developed in question 11 on churches
having an Emergency Preparation Plan 43.1 % of pastors had no plan or were unsure. Question
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14, 51.72 % of pastors responded that they have never participated in an Active shooter course.
Question 16, designated seating for visitors 89.66% of pastors answered no. In question 20, 50%
of participants disclose having no surveillance cameras in their churches.
RQ2. What relationship, if any, exist between safety preparedness and church location in
a rural, suburban or inner-city Baptist churches?
Data revealed that the majority of the participants were from rural areas. Question 22 of

the survey revealed that 63.79 % from a rural area, 32. 76% from suburban and 3.45 participants
were from inner- city. Question 25 on the area codes of North Carolina indicated 32.76% of
pastors were from area codes 980/704, the piedmont and Charlotte area, while 18.97 % were
from the western portion of the state Appalachian Mountains. Respondents of Question 25 in the
survey indicate that all demographic regions of North Carolina were represented in the study.
RQ3. Do church pastors ensure congregations have knowledge of emergency exits, first
responders and church safety protocol in the event of an active shooter emergency?
Coding of responses indicates a negative theme developing by pastors ensuring their
congregations have an overall knowledge of safety preparedness in their churches. While data
reveals pastors throughout North Carolina display high ratings in cleanliness, maintenance of
evacuation signs, ramps, guard railing, and having security teams in their churches, the study
reveals a lack of active emergency protocol about an active shooter. Data displayed in Question
4, about having an emergency contact at the church, 26.66 % responded of no or unsure of such a
connection. Who will individuals identify as the individual in charge in an emergency? Question
5 addresses evacuation drills; 86.67% responded no in performing exercises in their churches.
Question 14 asked pastors have they ever participated in any form of active shooter training, of
which 51.72% of pastors acknowledged they have no training.
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RQ4. In the event of an active shooter emergency in church facility, do pastors have
security measures, lock down procedures, and security teams in place eliminate the threat?
Data revealed pastors that have personally attended an “Active Shooter Training Course”
found in Question 14 of the survey. Thirty of the 58 participants, representing 51.72%, have
never had any training. Pastors that have attended an active shooter training, Question 15,
indicated that “Run, Hide, and Fight” was the number one response with 27.59%, 16 pastors.

The data received represented a lack of training in Church leadership of lockdown and defense
training needed to combat an armed threat to the church.
The study, Question 12, indicated 49 responses of pastors having security teams
implemented in their churches. Data revealed in question 13, 81.03% of pastors in North
Carolina have security in mind by allowing members who serve on security teams to conceal
carry permits in the effort to keep congregations safe. However, in Question 11, on having an
Emergency Preparation Plan, out of 58 pastors, 33 answered yes (56.90%), while 25 participants
responded no in having no established emergency preparation plan. Data demonstrated that
approximately forty-three percent of the churches are not prepared for an active shooter threat.
Evaluation of the Research Design
The quantitative descriptive study was the chosen methodology for the research to send
out to a broad audience of pastors serving in North Carolina. Quantitative analysis was the most
suitable approach to answering the research questions due to the time constraints and logistical
support in completing the program. Pastors in the study were questioned of the knowledge and
safety preparedness of their churches. “Representative refers to the selection of individuals from
a sample of a population such that the individuals selected are typical of the population under
study, enabling you to draw conclusions from the sample about the population as a whole”
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(Creswell, 2005, p. 145). The methodology allowed data to be received from demographical
areas that would not have been assessable due to time constraint of the study through a
qualitative study of personal interviews. The survey was sent online and emailed to churches
with websites and was a part of the North Carolina database that allowed the research to be
reviewed by pastors with informative questions about safety protocol in their churches.
The survey provided substantial data that pastors can adhere to and commit to a selfassessment of how prepared their churches are for the threat of an active shooter going forward.
The study identified senior pastors as, “A Target population is a group of individuals with some
common defining characteristics that the researcher can identify and study” (Creswell, 2005, p.
145). Sending these surveys to all demographics created themes that identified gaps in the
research of the lack of an Emergency Action Plan designed to emergency an active shooter.
One drawback of the study was the voluntary surveys' lack of participation. Over four
hundred recruitment forms were sent out to Baptist Churches from their website alone.
Simultaneously, all the North Carolina Baptist Convention leaders were notified requesting their
assistance in the study. With other surveys being sent out through Facebook and social media,
only a documented eighty-nine responses were received. Of the eighty-nine received, thirty of
those responses were eliminated by the Qualtrics program. The survey was designed to
disqualified participants if they answer no to the question “are you a Senior Pastor in North
Carolina?” The researcher hoped for a more diverse study with more African American and
Asian support in the survey, but the data indicated only a few participated.
The positive area was the demographic portion of having the survey responded from
every location area in North Carolina. Their answered area code revealed Baptist ministers from
every location in the state had administered the study. Through this safety preparedness study,
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this significant research is very relevant for today; analysis presented evidence that pastors
across the state of North Carolina have knowledge of emergency procedures based on natural
disasters but lack substantial training of the threat of an active shooter entering their facilities.
Summary
In the beginning, answers through a Likert scale of 1 to 7 produced evidence that the
pastors felt a very positive correlation of their preparedness safety protocol in their churches.
Pastors rated themselves a seven as knowledgeable in safety preparedness; one would think that
safety was a standard in their churches. The incoming data proved to be significantly different
when pastors were asked about safety preparedness designed to combat an active shooter’s threat
in their facility. Forty-two percent of the churches surveyed do not have an EAP in place for an
active shooter emergency. In comparison, almost fifty percent participated in functional shooter
training such as a “Lockdown Drill” that is widely implemented in America’s education systems.
The Emergency Action Plan is a critical product that gives each form of emergency
instructions, whether natural disaster of a tornado or fire, to an active shooter in the facility.
Doss and Shepherd (2016) state, “When it comes to an active shooter, the organization should
develop a separate plan for these types of incidents or incorporate the active shooter plan as an
addendum into the comprehensive EAP” (p. 42). Having a separate section set aside for an active
shooter in the sanctuary would have churches more prepared in the future.
CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS
In conclusion, one may question why a dissertation in a Christian leadership program
addresses an emergency management issue? The reality of what data revealed in the study is an
essential issue of the hazards of rising shootings that have occurred in churches and social
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gatherings throughout the United States. Through each research question, data did show a
decline in preparedness when the problems related to an active shooter event.
Research Purpose
The purpose of this quantitative descriptive study was to examine the churches serving
North Carolina in rural, suburban, and inner-city settings to determine if there is any correlation
in leadership’s perception of safety preparedness training for the threat of an active shooter in the
church facility.
Research Questions and Hypothesis
RQ1. Do church pastors serving Baptist Churches in North Carolina have safety protocol
in place to minimize the threat of an active shooter in their church?
RQ2. What relationship, if any, of safety preparedness exist between Baptist Churches
of different demographics that are located in a rural, suburban or inner-city areas?
RQ3. Do church pastors ensure congregation have knowledge of emergency exits, first
responders and church safety protocol in the event of an emergency of an active shooter?
RQ4. In the event of an emergency of an active shooter in church facility does pastors
have security measures in place of lock down procedures, and security teams in position to
eliminate the threat?
H01: There is statistical correlation between a church security team that have been
properly trained in safety preparedness versus no training?
This hypothesis one partially answered because in the beginning pastors evaluated
themselves a rating of 7 out of ten as maximum. Still, only 28 out of 58 pastors responded that
they have participated in an active shooter course displaying a variance, which could be
devastating to a church by being unprepared for an active shooter.
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H02: There is statistical correlation between Pastors that have their churches rehearsed
emergency exit drills versus those that have had no structure emergency training?
The data received indicated that 86% of the pastors stated that they do not perform
evacuation drills in their church facility. With the majority of the pastors not performing
evacuation drills this hypothesis question could not be answered.
H03: There is statistical correlation of safety readiness of churches that pastors have
participated in active shooter training such as lockdown drills versus those that have not?
The pastors who answered that they had advanced training on Lockdown procedures
were only 5.17%, with 50 % indicating that they had no formal training to confront an active
shooter. The data received noted that functional shooter training needs to be addressed in the
security teams serving Baptist Churches.
Research Conclusions
The study of the Safety Preparedness of an Active Shooter associated with the church
would be unthinkable in years gone past, just unimaginable that someone would invade a
building to commit harm to individuals worshipping Jesus Christ. Using the four phases of
Emergency Management, mitigation, preparedness, recovery, and response were instrumental in
addressing emergency deficiencies in church leadership. The PADM process provided a lens to
retrieve discrepancies identified in the research. “Protective Action Decision Model, which
integrates the processing of information derived from social and environmental cues with
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messages that social sources transmit through communications at risk” (Lindel & Perry, 2012,
para 1).
Research Question 1
Research question one and two where pastor initiated the study with high reviews of a
means of 7, representing high knowledge of safety protocol in an active shooter situation.
Further questions in the study relating to active shooter training reveal absence of training. Data
showed, active shooter training such as “Lock Down, Run Fight and Hide” was not initiated by
church leadership. Doss and Shepherd state, “The protection of employees begins by
empowering each individual to take action to decide whether to run, hide, or fight the attackers”
(p. 143). This type of empowerment comes through training that teaches others how to react to
an active shooter.
Established Emergency Action Plans (EAP) was the leading missing link to having a
proper safety protocol in place. A proper safety protocol assures all members of the church are
aware of their part in responding to an active shooter emergency. Approximately 43.1 % of
pastors responded that they no clear EAP in place.“An EAP should be developed with sitespecific instructions, coordinated with local emergency medical services, distributed and
rehearsed with all staff members, and should include significant phone numbers and information
to be followed the post-emergency situation.” (Scarneo et al. 2017, p. 22).
An Emergency Action Plan developed that answers all social cues is a crucial element of the
Protective Action Decision Model (PADM). “The PADM integrates the processing of
information derived from social and environmental cues with messages that social sources
transmit through communication channels to those at risk” (Lindell & Perry, 2012, para 1),
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having an EAP most effective means of communicating congregation of the emergency action at
that their church.
Research Question 2
The data revealed that participants were from all demographic areas of North Carolina.
The questions were not specific enough to pinpoint geographical locations. Therefore, the
research data did not demonstrate emergency preparedness in one particular geographical
location. Due to the survey structure, survey questions were not directed at participants from a
particular area code. Research questions were directed at participants from North Carolina. Area
codes were used to identify the location of the participant. However, emergency safety was not
area-specific. Data revealed all demographic locations of rural, suburban, and inner-city churches
had all participated in the study. The inner-city churches only provided data from two churches
leading the researcher with the assumption that the churches had the financial means to outsource
their security. Pflum (2019) suggest,
If your church can afford to hire a professional security team or professional
guards, by all means you should do so,” said Meeks, whose company offers
seminars that analyze a church’s security, particularly at its entrances and parking
lots. “But many churches can barely afford to pay the electric bill. They have to
take these matters into their own hands. (para. 28)
A large portion of participants that committed to the study were rural churches leading
the researcher the assumption that financially they conducted their own security. Another
contributing factor was the survey was anonymous making it difficult to determine if there is a
decline in emergency preparedness in various locations in North Carolina. Covid measures in
North Carolina, pastors ministering from their homes, could have been another deterring factor
for the study's low response rate.
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Research Question 3
Data revealed 86.67 % of churches do not practice evacuation drills in their churches.
The researcher acknowledges he has never personally participated in an emergency evacuation
drill in the church. Doss and Shepherd (2015) state, “The goal of a drill is to coordinate and
supervise all exercise activity, normally to test a single specific operation or function” (p. 178).
Senior pastors could coordinate with church leadership a walkthrough exercise of evacuating the
facility. Participants in the evacuation drill could be equipped with a “Go Pro” to demonstrate
how to vacate the church premises. Video of the evacuation could then be used for evacuation
protocol training purposes. This data revealed to the researcher that there is a need for evacuation
churches across North Carolina. The North Carolina education system requires “the Principal to
conduct a fire drill during the first week after the opening of school and at least one fire drill
each school month” (Onslow.k12.nc.us, 2020).
Research Question 4
The data demonstrated that most participants' churches believed they were prepared for
emergencies. All participants responded by having emergency procedures in place. However,
data indicated the implementation of those procedures was not carried through in practice. Data
revealed that 51.72 % of pastors had never participated in an active shooter training course.
To provide a haven for congregations’ in the future, church leadership will need to
participate in some form of active shooter training. One study showed how a teacher taught
children how to respond to an active shooter emergency through play. One state of play that
enhances children’s knowledge of skills necessary to protect themselves against an active shooter
is the theme “Code Red.” Delaney (2016) states, “As a year-long participant-observer in a pre-K
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classroom, I have participated in these drills and quieted children as we waited for the “all clear”
announcement over the loudspeakers ” (para 4).
Having an established Emergency Preparedness Plan will provide leadership with
directions of having a protocol in place to address any emergency. The plan will have contacts of
emergency personnel and first responders in the church. Prior safety training that has been
conducted and leaders that have been certified in first aid. An EAP is an essential document that
churches need to guide that once an emergency strikes, leadership is not aimlessly drifting but
has an established plan.
Data revealed that churches have safety in mind with established protocol showing
evacuation routes, and are prepared for a natural disaster. Performed maintenance, cleared routes
and clarity of signs were rated high in the study so senior pastors are cognate of safety. The
researcher believes through the study that churches need additional training focused on an active
shooter situation.
Implications
The tragedy that took place on November 5, 2017, in a small rural community church of
Sutherland Springs, Texas, is a strong implication of a disaster that can strike. Devin Patrick
Kelly did the unthinkable of opening fire with a Ruger AR 15 assault rifle killing 26 people and
wounding 20; of the 26 killed that day, 8 were children. Phillips (2017), a photographer for AP
News, has a website dedicated to those that lost their lives on that day in a church sanctuary
entitled “Remember the victims of the Texas church shooting.” Every individual serving in
church leadership; security needs to review these photos and commit to creating a plan that can
minimize this from ever occurring to their local congregation.
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High-capacity firearms are available to the public; a standard Glock pistol with a 15
round magazine that one can fire as fast as the person can pull the trigger now has a magazine
capacity of 33 rounds of ammunition can be purchased in North Carolina. High power AR 15
assault rifles that are semi-automatic can be bought with a brief background check, leading to a
person with mental issues say the right words and no known violent history can own one.
Through the research, one has witnessed increased firearms and ammunition sales and
concealing carry permits reaching all-time highs in North Carolina.
When describing motivation in a company Collins (2001) states, “No, those who turn
good into great are motivated by a deep creative urge and an inner compulsion for sheer
unadulterated excellence for its own sake” (p. 160). May this study create a self-assessment in
pastors to commit to producing a haven while training those executed in providing security for
the church? Jesus stated, “But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what
watch the thief would come, he would have watched and would not have suffered his house to be
broken up” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Matthew 24: 43).
Applications
An updated EAP and a continuous form of training, and an after-action report (AAR) to
discuss various problems will increase response time and create a safer environment for
congregations. The study indicated the average response time for police nationwide to an active
shooter was 12 minutes. With firearm capacity analysis and various firepower, an active shooter
can inflict significant damage to a congregation. Having church leadership committed to safety,
allowing members of the police as (B. Downey personal communication, 12/07/2020) a criminal
investigator in Gaston County, North Carolina indicated, “Our agency does an active shooter
presentation when requested by local churches based on the BLET 200 curriculum.”

143
(APPENDIX D).
Larger populated churches that have the financial support may consider hiring
professional security as an option.
If your church can afford to hire a professional security team or professional
guards, by all means you should do so,” said Meeks, whose company offers
seminars that analyze a church’s security, particularly at its entrances and parking
lots. “But many churches can barely afford to pay the electric bill. They have to
take these matters into their own hands. (Pflum, 2019, para. 28)
Allowing emergency professionals the allotted time to demonstrate and teach security teams will
increase reaction time to threat. Professionals demonstrating using the four phases of emergency
management in training while emphasizing the social cues, predecision process and behavior
response found in the PADM will increase rapid response times for churches.
First aid is a crucial element during an active shooter's emergency to properly execute
first aid to stop the injured individual's bleeding. "Bleeding is the most common potentially
preventable cause of death from the types of injury likely to be encountered in such scenarios, so
it's a high-yield target for educational initiatives" (Malina et al., 2018, para 10). Having church
members who are adequately trained as first responders and first aid certified may be a
determining factor in saving lives by applying pressure points and tourniquets to stop the blood
flow.
Research Limitations
One of the leading limitations of the study of safety preparedness of Senior Pastors in
Baptist Churches across North Carolina was the lack of participants or small sample size that
conducted the study. Eighty-nine participants with only 59 qualified as Baptist ministers
administered the study. Over 400 invitations, not including invitations from social media,
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provided a shallow response rate, considering a possible chance to win a $50 gift card through a
raffle was presented.
Diversity in participates was another limitation, with predominately white Caucasians
were the dominant ethnic group that participated in the study. The researcher personally asked
individuals of different ethnicity to participate in the study, with very little response. Diversity
would have given the research greater validity in safety preparedness training in North Carolina.
Having a greater response rate among inner-city churches and receiving data on their
safety preparedness training or security measures would have added much validity to the study.
Having churches with more financial backing could have deterred pastors from participating in
the study as a church could hire security guards to monitor their facilities. The researcher could
have attempted to phone the study's church leaders to initiate the response.
Further Research
Further research in the area of safety preparedness of Church leadership throughout to
world will need to be address to prevent and minimize the threat of an active shooter in one’s
church.
1. Safety preparedness in African American congregations after the Charleston massacre of
nine church members were killed after the assailant Dylann Roof, a known white
supremacist open fired after a Bible study.
2. Safety preparedness study given to the local congregation of their preparedness to a threat
of an active shooter in their churches?
3. A qualitative study by interview of pastors serving Baptist Churches for a more in depth
approach to collecting data on safety preparedness practices that are being implemented
in their church facility.
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4. A qualitative study of emergency managers, local authorities and local governments of
safety preparedness training available to churches in their district.
5. A study for educational institutions as part of completing a Divinity program should
institution consider some form of safety preparedness as part of their curriculum?
These studies would greatly enhance the need of safety preparedness of violence that one
witnesses every day in society.
Summary
The safety preparedness study was conducted to alert or have Church leadership commit
to a self-assessment of the safety protocol to keep their congregation safe. Hestermen (2016)
stated, “First contemporary terrorism has no moral boundaries. Who could have predicted even
ten years ago, that schools, churches and hospitals and malls would be considered routine,
legitimate targets for terrorist groups” (p. xxi)? Jesus stated, “But know this, that if the goodman
hand is known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not
suffer his house to be broken up” (King James Bible, 1769/2017, Matthew 24: 43). The data
received would have been adequate for safety standards some 20 years ago of emergency of aa
natural hazard, but as the study provided human hazard of an active shooters has to now be
implemented in the EAP. Implications of the study, of not having a plan in the event of an active
shooter could be devastating for a church as witness from the website of photos of family
members that lost their lives to an active shooter in a church facility. Application of senior
pastors throughout North Carolina to gather and conduct with members of their church protocol
design to protect congregations and implementing a plan could save lives in the future.

146
REFERENCES
AlertFind, (nda). Church emergency preparedness resources. https://alertfind.com/churchemergency-preparedness-resources/
Anderson, C. A., & Bushman, B. J. (2001). Effects of Violent Video Games on Aggressive
Behavior, Aggressive Cognition, Aggressive Affect, Physiological Arousal, and Prosocial
Behavior: A Meta-Analytic Review of the Scientific Literature. Psychological
Science, 12(5), 353–359. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9280.00366
Az Quotes, (nda). George s. Patton quotes. https://www.azquotes.com/author/11404George_S_Patton?p=2
Berkowitz, D. (nda). My testimony. https://www.ariseandshine.org/testimony-translations.html
Billman, J. C. (2018). Gun deaths are on the rise in North Carolina and reached a record high in
2016. https://indyweek.com/news/archives/gun-deaths-rise-north-carolina-and-reachedrecord-high-2016/
Bonn, S. A. (2018). The shocking and unexplored mass shooting-suicide connection.
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/wicked-deeds/201802/the-shocking-andunexplored-mass-shooting-suicide-connection
Briggs, M. (2017). Pastor, will you allow guns in your church?
https://churchleaders.com/news/culture/312955-pastor-will-allow-guns-church.html
Brown, S. & Matusitz, J. (2019). U.S. church leaders’ responses to the Charleston church
shooting: An examination based on speech act theory. https://doiorg.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.1080/15348423.2019.1642008
Burke, D. (2017). The truth about church shootings.
https://www.cnn.com/2017/11/06/us/church-shootings-truth/index.html
Caffi, C. (2005). Mitigation, volume 4. ProQuest Ebook Central https://ebookcentral-proquestcom.ezproxy.liberty.edu
Cable, J. et al, (2020). Pandemic diseases preparedness and response in the age of Covid-19-a
symposium report. Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences. https://doiorg.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.1111/nyas.14534
Carnegie, D. (1984). How to win friends & influence people. Dale Carnegie & Associates.
Chiang, M. & Dutta, A. (2016). See something, say something. Crowdsourced Enforcement of
Spectrum Policies https://ieeexplore-ieee-org.ezproxy.liberty.edu/document/7185466

147
Chyung, S. Y., Roberts, K., Swanson, I., & Hankinson, A. (2017). Evidence-based survey
design: The use of a midpoint on the likert scale. https://doiorg.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.1002/pfi.21727
City of Jacksonville Department of Public Safety, (2015). Church crime prevention.
https://jacksonvillenc.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1288/2015-07-09-Church-CrimePrevention-Packet?bidId=
Climate Signals, (2020). Tornado Risk Increase. https://www.climatesignals.org/climatesignals/tornado-risk-increase
Collins, J. (2001). Good to great. HarperCollins Publishers Inc
Cohn, N. (1996). Noah’s flood: The genesis story in western thought. New Haven: Yale
University Press.
Connolly, M. (2016). Campus Emergency Preparedness. Boca Raton: CRC Press, https://doiorg.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.1201/b18936
Crawford, D. (1999). Darkness had no victory over the light. https://wedgwoodbc.org/aboutus/our-journey/wedgwood-shooting/
Creswell, J. W. & Miller, D. M. (2000). Determining validity in qualitative inquiry. Theory into
practice, vol. 39, no. 3.
Creswell, J. W. (2005). Educational research: Planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative
and qualitative research. Pearson Education, Inc.
Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods
approaches (4th ed.). Saga Press
Criticalarc. (n.d.). Cutting your team’s response time in half.
https://www.criticalarc.com/cutting-your-teams-response-time-inhalf/#:~:text=In%20a%202017%20US%20study,time%20was%20around%2010%20min
utes.&text=Department%20of%20Homeland%20Security%20research,law%20enforcem
ent%20is%2018%20minutes.
Cunningham, S. (1997). Through many tribulations : the theology of persecution in Luke-Acts .
Sheffield Academic Press.
Debruyn, J. (2020). First-time owners, self-defense help bump nc gun sales during pandemic.
https://www.wunc.org/post/first-time-owners-self-defense-help-bump-nc-gun-salesduring-pandemic
DeFranzo, S. E. (2012). Why use demographic questions in surveys?
https://www.snapsurveys.com/blog/demographics-questions-surveys/

148
Delaney, K. K. (2016). Playing at violence: lock-down drills, bad guys and the construction of
acceptable play in early childhood. https://doiorg.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.1080/03004430.2016.1219853
Department of Homeland Security. (2008). Active shooter: How to respond.
https://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/active_shooter_booklet.pdf
Dorofeev, S., & Grant, P. (2006). Statistics for real-life sample surveys: Non-simple-random
samples and weighted data. https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.liberty.edu
Doss, K. T. & Sheperd, D. C. (2015). Active shooter: Preparing for and responding to a growing
threat. https://www-sciencedirect-com.ezproxy.liberty.edu/book/9780128027844/activeshooter
Doss, K., & Shepherd, C. (2016). Active shooter : preparing for and responding to a growing
threat (1st edition). Elsevier Science
nd

Drabek, T. E. (2004). Social Dimensions of Disaster 2 ed.: Instructor Guide. Emergency
Management Institute, Federal Emergency Management Agency.
Earls, A. (2020). Facts & Trends: How frequently do church shootings occur?
https://factsandtrends.net/2020/02/12/how-frequently-do-church-shootings-occur/
Elkmann, P. (2017). Emergency planning for nuclear power plants. Boca Raton: CRC Press.
doi:10.1201/9781315399140.
Enright, R. D., & Fitzgibbons, R. P. (2015). Forgiveness therapy: An empirical guide for
resolving anger and restoring hope (2nd ed.). Washington, D.C: American Psychological
Association. Doi: 10.1037/14526-000
Escher, K. (2019). The most dangerous places to live in America that are prone to natural
disaster. http://www.cnbc/2019/07/10billion-dollar-natural-disasters-rising-these -statesbetter-prepare.html
Everytown, (n.d.). Gun violence in North Carolina. https://maps.everytownresearch.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/04/Every-State-Fact-Sheet-2.0-042720-NorthCarolina.pdf
Falconer, R. (2019). Texas church security volunteer who shot gunman was trained reserve
deputy. https://www.axios.com/texas-church-shooting-2-dead-1-wounded-e1d64e97-579b456a-8660-2e38065fc784.html
FEMA. (2018). Be prepared for an active shooter. https://www.fema.gov/media-librarydata/1523561958719-f1eff6bc841d56b7873e018f73a4e024/ActiveShooter_508.pdf
FEMA. (2020a). Glossary. https//training.fema.gov/programs/emischool/eltookit/glossary.htm.

149
FEMA, (2020b). Vulnerability assessment. https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/201307261524-20490-7825/fema452_step3.pdf.
Franke, A., Bieler, D., Benedikt, F., Schwab, R. Kollig, E. and Gusgen, C. (2017). The first aid
and hospital treatment of gunshot and blast injuries. Doi: 10.3238/arztebl.2017.0237.
Fretheim, T. E. (2010). Creation untamed: The bible, God, and natural disasters.: Baker
Academic
Full Armor. (n.d). How to operate an armed church security team.
https://www.fullarmorchurch.com/operating-armed-church-security-team/
Gaston.gov.com (2020). Emergency management and fire services.
https://www.gastongov.com/government/departments/emergency_management/index.pp
Glock, (2020). G41 gen4 mos. https://us.glock.com/en/pistols/g41-gen4-mos
Guns to Carry. (2020). North Carolina ccw quick facts. https://www.gunstocarry.com/gun-lawsstate/north-carolina-gun-laws/#nc-facts
Hampson, K. (2014). Using Likert-scale questionnaires with vulnerable young people : the
emotional intelligence of young people who have offended. SAGE Publications.
Hanus, R. (2012). The four phases of emergency management. http:www.the
preparednesspodcast.cm/the-four phases-of-emergency -management/
Hasel, G, F. (1975). The biblical view of the extent of the flood,” Origins 2
Hatch, J. A. (2002). Doing qualitative research in education settings. https://ebookcentralproquest-com.ezproxy.liberty.edu
Hemenway, D. (2017). Private guns, public health, new ed.
http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?url=https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.3998/mpub.9725179.
7
Henkey, T. (2018). Urban emergency management. Planning and response for the 21st century.
Oxford: Buterworth-Heinemann
.
Hesterman, J., & Fagel, M. (2016). Soft targets and crisis management: What emergency
planners and security professional need to know. https://doiorg.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.4324/9781315451091
Hesterman, J. (2018). Soft Target Hardening. New York: Routledge, https://doiorg.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.4324/9780429422966

150
Hoven, C. W., Duarte, C. S., Wu, P., Doan, T., Singh, N., Mandell, D. J. Cohen, P. (2009).
Parental exposure to mass violence and child mental health: The first responder and wtc
evacuee study. Clinical child and family psychology review, 12(2), 95–112.
doi:10.1007/s10567-009-0047-2
Icommittopray.com, (2019) Evangelist recovering from beating.
https://www.icommittopray.com/request/1894/dr-anjaneya-swami/
Indiana Department of Homeland Security. (2020). About the mitigation section.
https://www.in.gov/dhs/emergency-response-and-recovery/mitigation-and-recovery/
Jackson, C. G. (2017). Church lands generator for emergency shelter.
https://amp.azcentral.com/story/news/local/communities/gig-harbor/2017/04/25/churchlands-generator-emergency-shelter/100864748/
James, S. (2008). Apocalypse now: Floods, tornadoes, locusts.
https://abcnews.go.com/US/Weather/story?id=5062583&page=1
King James Bible. (2017). Cambridge Press. (Original work published 1769).
Koenig, H. G. (2006). In the wake of disaster: Religious responses to terrorism and catastrophe.
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.liberty.edu.
Kolman, J., Meng, P. & Scott, G. (1998). Good clinical practice: standard operating procedures
for clinical researchers. Wiley.
Koren, M. (2015). "Lindsey Graham on Church Shooting Suspect: 'That's Mideast Hate."
Nationaljournal.com, Gale General OneFile, https://link-galecom.ezproxy.liberty.edu/apps/doc/A419220218/ITOF?u=vic_liberty&sid=ITOF&xid=ffa7
2f99.
Law Insider, (2020). Definition of Emergency Contact.
https://www.lawinsider.com/dictionary/emergency-contact
Le Roy, F., & Perkins, D. (2017). Visionary Leadership: Henry H. “Hap” Arnold. In McMaster
H. & Boutelle S. (Authors) & Laver H. & Matthews J. (Eds.), The Art of Command:
Military Leadership from George Washington to Colin Powell (pp. 157-180). Lexington,
Kentucky: University Press of Kentucky. doi:10.2307/j.ctt1vw0s98.11
Liberty University (IRB), (2020). Institutional review board.
https://www.liberty.edu/graduate/institutional-review-board/irb-confidentiality/
Likert, R. A. (1932). A technique for the measurement of attitudes. Archives of Psychology,
Vol. 140.

151
Lindell, M. K., & Perry, R. W. (2004). Risk communication, culture, and ethnicity.
in communicating effectively in multicultural contexts: Communicating environmental
risk in multiethnic communities (pp. 1-24). SAGE Publications, Inc. doi:
10.4135/9781452229188.n1
Lindell, M.K. & Perry, R. W. (2011). The protective action decision model: Theoretical
modifications and additional evidence. doi: 10.4135/9781452229188.n1. DOI. 10. 1111/j.
1539-6924.2011.01647.x
Lindell, M. K., & Perry, R. W. (2012). The protective action decision model: theoretical
modifications and additional evidence. Risk analysis : an official publication of the Society
for Risk Analysis, 32(4), 616–632. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1539-6924.2011.01647.x
Livermore, D. (2016). Driven by differences. American Management Association
Live Science Staff, (2013). What’s the deadliest natural phenomenon?
https://www.livescience.com/32410-whats-the-deadliest-natural-phenomenon.html
Lozano, M. (2020). Gun sales continue to skyrocket in North Carolina amid ammo shortage.
https://abc11.com/society/gun-sales-continue-to-skyrocket-in-nc-amid-ammoshortage/6360531/
Lumen, (nda). Principles of Management.
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/principlesmanagement/chapter/12-5-communicationchannels/
Malina, D., PhD., Inaba, K., M.D., Eastman, A. L., M.D., Jacobs, Lenworth M,M.D., M.P.H., &
Mattox, K. L., M.D. (2018). Active-Shooter Response at a Health Care Facility. The New
England Journal of Medicine, 379(6), 583-586.
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.1056/NEJMms1800582
Mayo Clinic, (nda). Adult health” Forgiveness: Letting go of grudges and bitterness.
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/forgiveness/art20047692
Mcleod, S. (2019). Likert scale definition, examples and analysis.
https://www.simplypsychology.org/likert-scale.html
Mills, a. (2020). Protect you congregation from a gunman.
https://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2007/august-online-only/protect-yourcongregation-from-gunman.html
Montgomery, D, Mele, C. & Fernandez, M. (2017). Gunman kills at least 26 in attack on rural
Texas church. https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/05/us/church-shooting-texas.html

152
North Carolina Sheriffs’ Association. (2014). Concealed handgun permits and the use of deadly
force. https://ncsheriffs.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/03/UPDATED_Concealed_Handgun_Permits_Publication.pdf
North Carolina General Statues, Chapter 14, Article 54B. (2021_). Concealed handgun permit.
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/ByArticle/Chapter_14/Article_5
4B.pdf
Ohaja, E. U. (2003). Mass communication research and project report writing. Lagos,
Nigeria: John Letterman.
O’Mathúna D.P. (2018) Christian Theology and Disasters: Where is God in All This?
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-92722-0_3
OpenDoors, (2020). 3 thoughts on the church shooting in Texas and Christian persecution.
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/3-thoughts-church-shootingtexas-christian-persecution/
Ottawa County. (2020). Emergency Management.
https://www.miottawa.org/Sheriff/emergency_management.htm
Pagan, J. (2019). Situational awareness & how to obtain it.
https://www.domesticpreparedness.com/preparedness/situational-awareness-how-toobtain-it/
Persecution, (nda). International christian concerns. https://www.persecution.org/understandpersecution/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7_3nJby5AIVAf7jBx3UOg_oEAAYAiAAEgI8NfD_BwE
Petho-Kiss, K. (2020). Counter terrorist acts against Christian p[places of worship.
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/customsites/perspectives-onterrorism/2020/issue-3/petho-kiss.pdf
Pflum, M. (2019). Guns and God: Growing number of churches want armed security.
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/guns-god-growing-number-churches-wantarmed-security-n963031
Phillip, D. J. (2017). Photos: Remembering the victims of the Texas church shooting.
https://madison.com/gallery/news/national/photos-remembering-the-victims-of-the-texaschurch-shooting/collection_7e10388f-8a16-5cbe-9fdd-8e2b4a166d2d.html#1
Piper, J. (1999). Let the nations be glad in a perspectives on the world Christian movement: A
reader .3rd ed., William Carey Library
.
PQS Systems. (n.d.). Sampling.
https://www.pqsystems.com/qualityadvisor/DataCollectionTools/sampling.php

153

Pratt, (2017). Suffering, persecution and Christian preparedness.
http://dev.bpnews.net/48750/suffering-persecution-and-christian-preparedness
Przybys, J. (2015). Houses of worship rely on faith, as well as security measures, for safety.
https://www.reviewjournal.com/life/religion/houses-of-worship-rely-on-faith-as-well-assecurity-measures-for-safety/
Qualtrics, (2020) Qualtrics xm. https://www.qualtrics.com/core-xm/survey-software/
Rainer, T. S. (2017). How your church should prepare for an active shooter.
https://churchanswers.com/blog/church-prepare-active-shooter/
Ready.gov. (2020). Ready. www.ready.gov.
Research Methodology, (nda). Questionnaires. https://research-methodology.net/researchmethods/survey-method/questionnaires-2/
Roberts, C. M. (2010). The dissertation journey: A practical and comprehensive guide to
planning, writing, and defending your dissertation (2nd ed.). Saga Press.
Romo, V. (2019). Local church forbids lethal weapons at church in new policy change.
https://www.npr.org/2019/08/26/754557345/lds-church-forbids-lethal-weapons-at-churchin-new-policy-change
Ruger, (2020). Ruger ar-556. https://ruger.com/products/ar556/models.html
SafeChurch. (n.d). Slip and fall prevention: Walking surfaces.
https://www.safechurch.com/Resources/sc/FacilitySafety/slipfall_walk.pdf
Sampson, S. J. (2011). Leaders without titles: the six powerful attributes of those who influence
without authority. Amherst, MA: HRD Press, Inc.
Scarneo, S. E., Adams, W. M., DiStefano, L. J., Stearns, R. L., & Casa, D. J. (2017).
Implementation of Emergency Action Plan Policies in Secondary School
Athletics. Journal of Athletic Training, 52(6), 1.
http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?qurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proquest.com%2Fscholarl
y-journals%2Fimplementation-emergency-action-planpolicies%2Fdocview%2F1914568041%2Fse-2%3Faccountid%3D12085
Scheitle, C., & Halligan, C. (2017). Explaining the adoption of security measures by places of
worship: Perceived risk of victimization and organizational structure. Security
Journal, 31(3), 685-707. doi:10.1057/s41284-017-0124-z
Scherer, L. S. (2012). Gun violence. ProQuest Ebook Central https://ebookcentral-proquestcom.ezproxy.liberty.edu

154
Schwab, A. P. (2020). Run, hide, fight, or secure, preserve, fight: How should health care
professionals and facilities respond to active shooter incidents? https://doiorg.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.1111/acem.13912
Schwab, A., Sandler, D., Brower, D. (2017). Hazard Mitigation and Preparedness. Boca Raton:
CRC Press, https://doi-org.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.1201/9781315374024
Science News. (nda). Worldwide surge in great earthquakes seen in past 10 years. from
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/science-news/worldwide-surge-great-earthquakes-seenpast-10-years-n233661
Scribbr. (2021). An introduction to quantitative research.
https://www.scribbr.com/methodology/quantitative -reserch/
Seidel, B. (2018). State of North Carolina handrail requirements.
https://legalbeagle.com/6758772-state-north-carolina-handrail-requirements.html
Sellnow, T. L., Seeger, M. W., & Sellnow, T. L. (2013). Theorizing crisis communication.
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.liberty.edu
Squires, P. (2000). Gun culture or gun control: Firearms, violence and society. New York:
Routledge
Study.com. (nda). What is social cues disorder? - Symptoms & treatment.
https://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-social-cues-disorder-symptoms-treatment.html
Temple, T. (2020). Presentation: Motivating the ministry team.
https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_562268_1
&content_id=_35952338_1
Thebault, R. (2020). Too small to hire guards, too worried to go gun-free, community churches
are now arming themselves. https://www.independenttribune.com/news/too-small-to-hireguards-too-worried-to-go-gun/article_564301fb-2729-5fb4-9fd6-74d0525262a4.html
Thompson, A. (2014). Thunderstruck: lightening will increase with warming.
https://www.climatecentral.org/news/lightning-strikes-will-increase-with-warming-18323
The Trumpet, (2017). Increased natural and weather disasters.
https://www.thetrumpet.com/16426-Increased-natural-and-weather-disasters
Trochum, M.K.. (2020). Inferential statistics. https://conjointly.com/kb/inferential-statistics/
University of Houston Office of Emergency Management. (2020). After action report.
https://uh.edu/emergency-management /planning -and -response/building-departmentpreparedness/after -action.

155
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, (2008). Active shooter how to respond.
https://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/active_shooter_booklet.pdf
U.S. Department of Justice, (2005). National summit on campus public safety: Strategies for
colleges and universities in a Homeland security environment. Office of Community
Oriented Policing Services (COPS).
https://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Publications/abstract.aspx?ID=210917
U. S. News. (2019). Guns and God: Growing number of churches want armed security.
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/guns-god-growing-number-churches-wantarmed-security-n963031
Vasilogambros, M. (2015). How black churches prevent another Charleston? More Security,
Says Pastor. https://www.the atlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/06/how-do-blackchurches-prevent-another-charleston-more-security-says-pastor/432213/
Verse by Verse Ministry, (nda). Did Noah warn the world about the coming flood?
https://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-answers/did-noah-warn-the-world-about-thecoming-flood
White, Robert S. 2014. Who is to blame? Disasters, nature and acts of God, revised edn.
Monarch.
Wormsley, D. P. (2004). Braille literacy: Afunctional approach. New York, NY: AFB Press.
Wong, D. J., Jones, E., & Rubin, G. J. (2017). Mobile text alerts are an effective way of
communicating emergency information to adolescents: Results from focus groups with
12 to 18 years olds. https://doi-org.ezproxy.liberty.edu/10.1111/1468-5973.12185
Woolfe, L. (2002). Leadership secrets from the bible. MJF Books Fine Communications.
WSU News. (2018). Study highlights warning signs of active shooter.
https://news.worcester.edu/study-highlights-warning-signs-of-active-shooters/

156
APPENDIX A
Recruitment Form
October 27, 2020
Baptist Ministers of North Carolina

Dear Pastors,
As a graduate student in the School of Divinity at Liberty University, I am conducting research
as part of the requirements for a Doctorate in Christian Education and Leadership degree. The
purpose of my research is to produce awareness and safety preparedness that can minimize the
potential threat of an armed assailant from initiating great harm to families in worship and I am
writing to invite eligible participants to join my study.
Participants must be currently serving in the role of a Baptist pastor in the state of North
Carolina. Participants, if willing, will be asked to participate in an online survey of various
questions dealing with one’s knowledge of safety preparedness in their church facility. It should
take approximately 10 minutes to complete the procedure listed. Participation will be completely
anonymous, and no personal, identifying information will be collected.
In order to participate, please click here

https://liberty.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cxcpkyKImjqiiz3 to participate in the
online survey.
The consent document contains additional information about my research and is provided as the
first page of the survey. Doing so will indicate that you have read the consent information and
would like to take part in the survey.
At the end of the survey, participants will have the opportunity to enter a raffle to receive one
fifty dollar gift card for taking the survey.
Sincerely,
Kim Mark Auten
Liberty University EdD Student
Kauten1@liberty.edu
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APPENDIX B
Consent Form
Title of the Project: A Study of Emergency Safety Preparedness Training on the Threat of an
Active Shooter in Baptist Churches of North Carolina.
Principal Investigator: Kim Mark Auten, Liberty University
You are invited to participate in a research study that will provide important information about
the safety preparedness of Baptist Churches in North Carolina. To participate, you must be a
Senior Pastor serving Baptist churches in North Carolina. Taking part in this research project is
voluntary. Please take the time to read this entire form and ask questions before deciding
whether to take part in this research project.
Background Information: The purpose of the study is to understand better if church leadership
have their churches safely prepared to react and minimize the threat of an active shooter wishing
to harm those worshiping God in the sanctuary or church facility. The alarming news of
individuals firing weapons at individuals in churches through motivations of racial division,
religious extremism, or hate speech is ever increasing in America. Are churches in America
prepared for such an event? This study wishes to bring the attention of the need for safety
protocols to be implemented to minimize the threat and keep God’s people safe.
Procedures: If you agree to be in this study, I would ask you to do the following things:
1.
“You will be asked to complete a short anonymous survey about safety preparedness
within your church. This survey should take approximately ten minutes.”
Benefits: Participants should not expect to receive a direct benefit by participating in this study.
However, participants may ultimately benefit from this study’s findings if a pastor is able to
assess their awareness of their churches safety protocols and determine if they are very
vulnerable to an active shooter attack.
Risks: The risks involved in this study are minimal, which means they are equal to the risks you
would encounter in everyday life.
Compensation: Once the survey has been submitted the participants will have the opportunity to
enter to win one $50 gift card through a random drawing. To preserve anonymity, participants
will be asked to provide their email address on a separate survey not connected to the study
.
Data Security: The records of this study will be kept private. Research records will be stored
securely, and only the researcher will have access to the documents.

Participants’ responses will be anonymous.

Data will be stored on a password-locked computer and may be used in future
presentations. After three years, all electronic records will be deleted.
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Voluntary Nature of the Study & How to Withdraw: Participation in this study is voluntary.
Your decision whether to participate will not affect your current or future relations with Liberty
University or one’s affiliation with the Baptist Churches in North Carolina. If you decide to
participate, you are free not to answer any question or withdraw at any time. If you choose to
withdraw from the study, please exit the survey and close your internet browser. Your responses
will not be recorded or included in the study.
Contact Information: The researcher conducting this study Kim Mark Auten, the researcher.
You may ask any questions you have now. If you have questions later, you are encouraged to
contact him at kauten1@liberty.edu. You may also contact the researcher’s faculty sponsor, Dr.
Pardue at mspardue@liberty.edu.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this study and would like to talk to someone
other than the researcher, you are encouraged to contact the Institutional Review Board, 1971
University Blvd., Green Hall Ste. 2845, Lynchburg, VA 24515 or email at irb@liberty.edu
Make sure you understand what the study is about before you complete the survey. If desired,
you can print a copy of this document for your records. you have any questions about the study,
you can contact the study team using the information provided above. By proceeding to the
survey, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the above information. I have asked
questions and have received answers. I consent to participate.
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APPENDIX C
SURVEY: SAFETY PREPAREDNESS
1. What is your overall rating of the knowledge of safety preparedness in your church?
Likert Scale 0-10
2. How familiar are you with the evacuation protocol in your church?
Likert scale 0-10
3. Are you a Senior Pastor serving a Baptist Church in North Carolina?
a. Yes
b. No
4. Do you have an emergency contact at your church? “Emergency Contact means the
resident director or any other staff member responsible for the well-being of program
participants,” (Law Insider, 2020).
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure

5.
a.
b.
c.

Does you church conduct fire and evacuation drills?
Yes
No
Unsure

6.
a.
b.
c.

Are illuminated exit lights and emergency lights functional and clean?
Yes
No
Unsure

7.
a.
b.
c.

Are all emergency exit signs clean and legible?
Yes
No
Unsure

8. Are all platforms, stairways and floor surfaces free from debris, clean and dry?
a. Yes
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b. No
c. Unsure

9.
a.
b.
c.

Are all handrails and guardrails in safe and working conditions?
Yes
No
Unsure

10. All doorways are clear for safe access and egress?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure

11. All sirens, horns and alarm systems are up and operational?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure

12. Does your church have an Emergency Preparation Plan established?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure

13. Does your church have a Security Team?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure

14. Does your Church Security team conceal carry?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure
d. My church does not have a security team.
15. Have you ever participated in an Active Shooter training course?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure
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16. Indicate which of the following tactics of an active shooter trainings that you have
participated in?
a. Run, Hide, Fight.
b. Avoid, Deny, And Defend.
c. Lock Down.
d. See Something, Say Something.
e. None of the above.
17. Does your church have a designated seating area for visitors in the sanctuary?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure
18. Does your church have a plan established in the event an armed attacker is in
sanctuary?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure

19. First Aid kits are available throughout the church facility?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure

20. Do you have first aid responders at your church?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure

21. Surveillance cameras are properly located in heavily populated areas?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Unsure

22. What is the population size of your church?
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Congregation size:
a.1-50,
b.51-100,
c.101-200,
d.200-300,
e. 300 and above.
23. What are the demographics of your church?
a. Rural area
b. Suburban area
c. Inner City
24. What is the majority ethnicity of your church?
a. African American
b. Hispanic
c. Latino
d. White
e. Asian
f. Diverse
25. What is the majority age of your church population?
a. 21-30
b. 31-40
c. 41-50
d. 51-60
e. 61- above

26. What is the area code of your church?
27.
a. 828
b. 336/743
c. 980/704
d. 919/984
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e. 910
f. 252

Compensation Raffle: Please click here

https://liberty.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3h1gmuBv29q6jdP to enter the raffle for
one $50 gift card. You will be asked to enter your email address in a separate survey in order to
keep your responses to this current survey anonymous.
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APPENDIX D
Captain Billy Downey
Criminal investigation Unit
Gaston County
Police
SUBJECT: REQUEST PERMISSION TO USE STATEMENT IN DISSERTATION EMAIL.
LIBERTY EMAIL
MONDAY, 2/15/2021, TIME 11:54 AM
Captain Downey,
Can I have your permission to use your name and comment of "Our agency does an active
shooter presentation when requested by local churches based on the BLET 2000 curriculum" in
my dissertation on an active shooter?
Thank you for your service.
Kim Auten
RESPONSE
MONDAY, 2/15/2021, TIME 11:57 AM
Yes. You are welcome to use it.
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APPENDIX E
Milton Hollifield
Permission to use Comment in Dissertation
Kim,
You are welcome to use this quote from me as printed in this email to promote the
security training you are offering to churches and other groups.
Milton A. Hollifield, Jr.

Executive Director-Treasurer
Baptist State Convention of North Carolina
205 Convention Drive
Cary NC 27511

On Wed, Feb 17, 2021 at 11:54 AM Auten, Kim M. <KAuten@charlottepipe.com> wrote:
Rev. Milton Hollifield,
Request permission to use your name and statement in the dissertation, “EXAMING
EMERGENCY SAFETY PREPAREDNESS TRAINING IN BAPTIST CHURCHES IN
NORTH CAROLINA written by Kim Mark Auten.

The statement reads as follows, The Executive Director-Treasurer of the Baptist State
Convention of North Carolina, Milton Hollifield states, “I'm glad you are doing this and
believe your information will be helpful to a lot of churches if they will take advantage of it.”

Thank you and God Bless,
Kim Auten

