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ABSTRACT

As Christians are becoming increasingly secularized by the teachings within their
communities, it is critical to address how to creatively ignite, encourage, and inspire daily Bible
readership among Christians. Teachers of Godbod
their Bibles daily This will armChristians withG o d 6 s soWhristidns caeffectively counter
pervasie secular teachings and the consequential impacts of secular teachings that have
infiltrated the Christian lifestyle.

The researcher utilized a qualitative phenomenological research deasigglecedfive
participants by purposive samplirfarticipants represented Christiaentricandgoalcentric
communites By telephone, the researcher provided participants with pre and post questionnaires
along with material written by Grace Abounds AssociatibRastors (GAAP) that emphasized
God 6 s mereseaycheexdntinedhe levels of Bible readership amoparticipantsand
observed howparticipantsesponded tthe biblical teachingmphasized within the writing
determining whether Bibleeading interest was ignite@iheresults were thatasticipants
recognized biblical and modeday parallels within th6&AAP writing and expressed that the
parallelscoupled withthe emphasis on mercy reminded participants appl y Goddés mer
conexts of todayébés event s.

The researcher recommended that pastorsranidtry workers creatively ignite
congregants to read, daily, their Bibld$e researcher also recommenttet pastors re
establish two things with congrega Toread, dailyG o d 6 s towonnted the growing
phenomenon of secularized Christianityéamd p pl v Goddés teachings with
todayds societal events.

Word Count: 36
Key Words: Bible Reading, Christian Identity, Christian Formatiziecipleship
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Chapter 1: Introduction

If Christian identity iashionedoy the Word of Godthenthe convictionthatBible
reading is essential for the spiritual formation and spiritual growth of those who profess to follow
Christis on target The Bible enables the Christian reader to ideritifie major biblicallybased
expectations incumbent upon bélievers 200ne ofmanycritical statements the Bible makes
regarding formatom nd Goddés expectations fiosimplydtated e who
assuch  f B e 3 THie dpacificiteaching is locatéwthin theOld Testament (Lev. 9:12)nd
theNew Testamen{l Pet 1:15)Within theOld Testament, the mandatestructsthe Christ
follower to maintain a close relationship with God thatdsogniableby its fruit. It mandates
the Christ followertoefis et apart, uniquebebndvdidie hictesdt

mandatealsodirects imiflating and being in service to GagWithin theNew Testament, the

directi ve emphasiieB gghtéboshégsdl t s fundament al i deas ar
consecration, devotion to God and sharing in
defilemento ’

Given theabsolutenesthatCh r i sti an i dentity is thashioned

instruction and guidance tie scripturs, it is justifiableto auspicatehat without the regular,

1 Christopher J.H. Wrightiow to Preach and Teach the Old Testament for All its W@&thnd Rapids:
Zondervan, 2016), 73.

2 Cox,William F.,Jr and Robert A. Peck. "Christian Education as Discipleship Formja@tmistian
Education Journal5, no. 2 (August 2018): 243L.

SCox, Peck, "Chesdstian Education, o
4 bid., 254.

5 lbid.

5 1bid.

7 Ibid.



continual reading of the scriptures, Christiamill apostatizelt is avalid testimonythat
becoming a follower of Christ requires more than the simple acknowledgment aafdHae|i
Christ is the Son of God and the Savior of the world@nEhe demons believe and tremble
(James 2:128 Along with believing that Jesus is the Son of God, Christians must make the
deliberate decision to begin a continual, transformative pre¢bessughwhich God changes the
individual into a person whose lifboth inwardly and outwardlyeflectsthe life of Christ by
establishingvithin the individual thdight, the Spirit, and theharacteristics of ChrisThrough
the transformative process, Chrisgdnc e @ beeconformed to the values and patterns of this
world, they present their whole lives aneing to God, which means to place themselves at the
di sposal of God to have hi’Suchvaprpcessdemandses m t hr ou
"deliberate and decisive commitmeft That meansransformatiorcomes fromexercisingdaily
reading daily study, anddaily fellowshipwith God.As Godwar ned Joshua to medi
Word day and nigh@Joshual:8), Christians must reaahd study th&Vord of God daily Daily
fell owship with GuodianswitWbermganpto resist gatecdar i
worl dviews and prlawthinit hees Cdfsurtsuhdingondisnityiar e s 0
society.
God 6 s d aaclare dis glogn atl His creation(Psalm 19:14) andto glorify

Himselfwithin the individual life of eaclfollower of Christ(Isaiah 43:7)The ransformedives

8 Unlessotherwise noted, all biblical passages referenced are INetheKing James Version

°s. s. Kang and Michael Feldman, ATransformed by th
Understanding of Transformation and its ImplicationsGdr r i s t i a n CHeistian Edutatioo Jourdel0, no.
2 (Fall, 2013): 36377.

YKang, Feldman, &87ransformed, 0 365

11 p, Stanley, "Learning Christ: Eschatology and Spiritual Formation in New Testament Christianity: A
Journal of Bible and heology,"Interpretation56, no. 2 (04, 2002): 15567.



of Christians bring glory to GodChristians must make the decision to be a pa@ ofd 6 s
lifelong, developmental worthatresults in bringingylory to God Therefore Christians must

becomeard live asdisciples of Christ? displayingGodd glory through the transformation of

their livesand living as a community of believetéal | f or Gododés gl ory.

The Word of God ismperativefor G o ddiewelopmental and transformational process

becauset is theliving Word of Godat workwithin oneselfthat transforms the Christian into the

image of Christ? The neangsthrough which Goghapesindbuildsthe ChristiarincludeGo d 6 s

Wor d, Go (whichis@gsentithinGod 6 s ), aMod dGodobs peoPpl e
Many Christiansaccede to gathering together in fellowship; howevéemChristians do not
meditate on and study the scriptures, daily, the Christian idelutity not acumatel and even,
is in jeopardy obeconing warped because of the constant barrage of false teachings in a
society Neglecting to read the scriptunegh steadfastnes€hristians willebbG o d $pidit and
power, which isthe oilthat is needed within their lives tmt only generate growth in God but
alsoneededo protect their livesto keep tleir livesphysically and spiritually healgh and to
buffer their | i vheSpiridtobhiGhristwihinlthe Cheisiian isevivatpovess .
these Godjiven benefi, and it is the Word of God that enallesChristian to grow th&pirit

of Christwithin himselflL acki ng t he Word of ®ibrbtsimplhbe

2Steve SmithandYingKaT 4 T A Di sci pleship ReRevolution:
Growing Church Planting Movement and How it Can Happen in Your Comn{iMotyument: WigTake
Resouces), 2011, 10.

13 Michael GormanBecoming the Gospel: Paul, Participation, and Missibst,ed. (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans Publishing), 2015, 29.

14 paul PettitFoundations of Spiritual Formation: A Community Approach to Becoming Like Christ
(Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications), 2008, 50.

15 Pettit, Foundations, 51.
16 Klaus IsslerLiving into the life of Jesu®owners Grove: InteWarsity Press2012, 42.
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stagnantrather the Christiaris in danger otiltimately succuming to, and béng misled by the

false teachings that are rampant in seeseSpeaking to every level of Bible learndrebook of
Ephesiansirges the believer temove himself fronold ways andfrorm s oci et y6s ways
fLearning Christ entails a break from tivays of the nations he writer urges the Ephesians to

@out away your former way of life, your old self ... to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and

to clothe yourselves with the new self, created according to the likeness @{@aP4) 6" A

Christian without thguidance of th&Vord of Godis a candidate foa destinyof becomingone

who professes Christ; yatho lives a secular, powerless lifestyle.

Christians who are setfescribing their walks with Christ &isf a | | i argbecerhirgr t 0o
rampantamong believers in Christ. This suggests that Christians have not simply decided to turn
away from Godds t ea c lbaconmingincreasgiy stalked and €hhllengesit i an s
by avarietyof evils which are presenting themselves within varying contexts. Whatever the
causes, Christiarare falling behind in their ability to carry othte teachings of Christ, which are
what the scriptures c¢al dRomdnel2:dabingbehihdevdhs o6r eas
the teachings of Christ within thppst modernera, Christiandave placed themselvasa
vulnerable positionvithin secuér society Christians are losing their closeness to God, which
resultsint h e C h dimisighed @apdkcisy to trust Goih, walk with Godto increase in
Godd Spirit, and ultimatelyresults inthe diminished capacityf Christians to give glory to God
within their lives.Inshort,Ch r i st i ans ar endiSplayandthe Heailnsdrying tor k
steal G aBdirigsa chijd obGod, chosen for an eternal life with God, is an inheritance

from God.ltisobligato y of t e a cWorltoprovalé Ch@Bbadsdmvbo aneadvertently

17p, Stanley "Learning Christ": Eschatology and Spiritual Formation in New Testa@ristianity: A
Journal of Bible and Theologyinterpretation56, no. 2 April 2002): 15567.



backsl i ding ftheoeaiveassistanee nasded td regtiair footholdon biblical
reading and biblicaleachingsso that Christians caneturn tother statusasvesses thatGod
madeto demonstratélisglory. Wi t hout Godbés daily Word, Chris
becominglightly esteemed by God asprobate silverrejected by GodJeremiah 6:3Q)and
Christians are in danger obnsequentlgening asvesses$ thatGodwill useto demonstratelis
wrath (Romans 9:2p

Grace Abounds Association of PastB\AP) believes it cancreativelyignite and
encourage Bible reading passive Christian®y engaging irprovocativesubjects relevant to a
community anccomposingaggressivaiblically-basechewswritingon those subject&SAAP
will examine the current levels of Bible readarginterest among participantsollowing,
GAAP will test whetheG A A Pdieative apprazh haghefire, excitementand the speed of
l ight needed f or e ac-hopul&hristians bagkam dndrgpendingent hor
abyss ando bring Christians bacto their Bibles The study will als@xaminewhether
participants experience an increased desire for gneattetical applicatom f Godés Wor d
Either of these outcomes experienced by Christians candmeéaderglory to GodasChristians
read more and apply more@fo d 6 s wilm their communities anshine ever brighteais
living, walking exhibitonso f God&és . handi wor k

Ministry Context

The timeis ripefor creativity. Te ac her s o fdo nGthalétee lUWwyrtodely
solelyupon past methods of engaging Christians, especiadigagewhensin appears to have
reached a level that is unsustainaBeamining the times, it appears #we may be at the root of

the tree For this reasn, a strong response is needgdinst elements that threaten to swallow up



Goddés .peapher s o imayGa lthdedimevmuietty remind and encourage
believers in Christ to read their Bibles.
To address adu€hristian educationeedsthe researcher believésere is a urgencyto
venture back into the communities to engage biblically uneducated Christians, by any biblically
erdorsed, creative means necessaoyattract adult, Christian community members back to
biblical reading anaducation, creative methods must include incorporat@wgideas that
extend beyond pulpit teaching and church Bible studies.
Engagingprofessing followers of Christithin the communities of Hollywood,
Pasadena, Sunnyvaknd La Joll€Californi;,and Mont erey County, Califc
Grace Abounds Association of Pastbesobservedive commonthemes presd among the
commurity members where GAARascarried out community engagement actést
1 The @mmunitymemberaffirms regular church attendance; ytte individual know
extremely I|littl e abouThisgroup refresents hdegmgrd of C
of Christians whom research datd describe
1 The community membeaffirm church attendance, are versed in common passages,
rely heavilyupon scripture for daily living; yeaicknowledge the writings of GAAP
served as a reminder to apply compassion toward offl@sssegment of Christians
represersC h r i s t i undesstand thekiné of kingdom life elucidated in the
Sermon on th&lount is the foundation for each Christian's personal discipleship to

Jesus®

8"The Scandal of Biblical llliteracy: It's Our Probler#bert Mohler, accessed February 23, 2021,
http://www.albertmohler.com/2005/10/14/tseandalof-biblical-illiteracy-itsourproblem/.

¥ Klaus Issler, "Six Themes to Guide Spiritual Formation Ministry Based on Jesus' Sermon on the
Mount," Christian Education Journal, no. 2 (Fall 2010): 36888.



1 Community members do not attend church, are not knowledgeable about the
scriptures, confess a secular lifesfydad attest to a variety of spiritual practitiest
are nonChristian disciplinesyet, claim to be followers of ChrisFor this group of
community members, viewing themselves as Christians either stems from an earlier
experience of attending church at some point in childhoogtems from having an
immediate family member who was involved in the church during childhood, or
stems fromhavng parents who have worked in minist§uch individualdit the
classical e X pnedangee af teustingdhie wrbng thinggprodians,

techniques, ideologies, even theologiesstead of fearing the Lord, walking

according to his wo®d, and pursuing in Ch
1 Community member&ho demonstrate sekipplicationofGod 6s Wor d; howev
they appear to have a nefed increase ireffective,pr act i ¢ al applicatio

healing Word twardthose beyond themselves who, likewise, need to experience

Godds pr es eandcosmpassion, within thdir hveStatedsimply, some
Christians are skilled witwithisteeedwhng Godods
lives; howevertheymay demonstratenpatiencemaylack grace and compassion

toward othersor mayneedto developskills for applyingGod 6 s Wor .dhis out war
Christian grouglemonstrates a strong understanding of Hebrews 7:25; thidiever

|l ives to make intercession for those who

equally, Hebrews 9:24, th@odfi appear s in the predence of

20 Kevin J. Vanhoozetlearers and Doers: A Pastor's Guide to Growing Disciplesugh Scripture
Doctrine (Ashland: Lexham Press, 2019), 3.

21 Millard J. EricksonChristian Theology 2nd edGrand Rapids, MIBaker Academic, 2007), 787.
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Theydemonstrate knowledge of howlean on and rely upon God; y#teydo not
immediately demonstrate a strong, prayerful stance toward others.
1 Thereis aso agroup of ommunity memberthatstatethey are Christians; however,

their actions are evil. These individudlssireto call themselves Christians, but they

carry out a variety of evilagainst others within a community that include hatred and

violence.

GAAP writingshave takeninto considerabn some of thesescurring themes and

produces written materialith a focus on healingpw Bible readingssuesamong adult
Christiangby bringing into viewexcitingbiblical perspectivesn current issues within the
community or societyConsideringhe first two groupgChristians whattend churchyet, have
little knowledge of the scripturemdChristians whalo not regularly attend church and wdre
experiencing low Bibleeadership GAAP hopes the writings wipark interesin biblical
teachingsandthe positions the Word of Gothkesr e gar di ng t odaFpros soci et a
Christians whalreadyunderstand the importance of Bible readiogpowerful,daily living, but
fall short in practical applatonofGod 6s Wor d within their interac
membersthe researcher hopesrtwve these Christians beyond sagiplicationo f Goddés Wor d
toward practical awitpin ther @inmudties branging GoydoiGed.Pafo r d
individualswho do not attend churclwvhowillingly confess to liing secular lifestyles, amgtho
do not r e a dyet@hbosktidl eferdathremselves as Christiarthe researcher
anticipatesGAAP writingsto be one of many seedkanted by the Holy Spirit that will
ultimatelyl ead t he i ndi v i ThelfiiH gsoupt hatdill@dbaddvelentVo r d .
individuals who desire to call themselves Christians, GAAP does not adbinese. seem toeb

children of Satamattempting to pose as children of liggtQorinthians 11:14



Spiritual growththat brings glory to Got centered on change that is powered by the
Word of God?? Recognizing these recurring themes of low Bible readership apatigns of a
community, GAAP produces writings focused on healing those recurring themes by producing
writings that are relevant to a specific community. The critical element is to prodiiogsv
t hat display Godds responses to those societa
Word, the BibleHe ar er s need t o s e einorderltogrow alect ® thaloly r es o
Spirités movements of powgui dadceoamffordi maedt G

The Writings of Grace Abounds Association of Pastors

Grace Abounds Association of Pastpranarily approaches its writings and teachings
throughinspirational, fiction, or strong warningritings. The researcher considered which genre
of writing to utilize for the studyBecausesome community members find GAARritings to be
strong teachings, the researchvais cautiouso respect angrotectthe comfort level othe
participantdn choosinganappropriatgeachingfor the projecg* For the study, the researcher
chose an inspirational teaching. Howevhis precaution is not considered W@BAAP writings
that are distributed throughout a community and dnatdesigned teachings meanshake
GAAP readers out of their comfort and complacency.

Strong warning writings ar eRe§anaddtioen pr ef err

GAAP readers indicate that community members

22 paul PettitFoundations of Spiritual Formation: Community Approach to Becoming Like G@iand
Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2008), 65.

23 Joanne Jung,The Lost Discipline of Conversation: Surprising Lessons in Spiritual Formation Drawn
from the English Puritan@Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2018), 37.

24Tim SensingQualitative Research: A Mutlethods Approach for Doctor of Ministry Projects
(Downers Groe, IL: IVP Academic, 2011), 81.



writings; howeverdesiring toremove any possible agitation from fhea r t | envippanmehts 6
during the studyGrace Abounds Association of Pastor®se an inspirational writing for the
study. GAAP also selected an inspirational writing that was presemblstrelevant to the

participans éommunity.Readers love inspiration and love to hear that God loves them. Given

the harshness within todayds solbveetisybe t hi s i s
understood within the context of Goddés | aws a
sins. This feeding of Christiansdé desire to h

requirement of repent aoaedee st haatii pirse fae rpeanrcte opfa tG
|l eaves the Christian t o 0% Thisfgron bfsehchingnhattsdlely n d e d
relies upon feeyoodlessongrevents Christians from forming into strong Christians.

Grace Abounds Association of Past@&ommunity engagement focusedgadgng the
communitythrough social media platforms ahyl daily, telephone campagning efforts
Throughthese campaign§AAP invites community membeend community leadets its
news websitéo read and hear its writings and teachifdgee publishing branch of @ce
Abounds Association of Pastatgitally publisheswritten worksthat aresolely producedoy
GAAP: Articles, columnsprofiles andexempt s from any of an@kdhings mag a :
seriesAddresfng nationalissuesas well as issues specifceachcommunity GAAP urges
communityme mber s t o r eadonGbdods cp eamstgisteyGiage
Abounds Association of Pastaso urges communitye ader s t o | egi sl ate ac
laws and urgecommunity leaders to guide their constituency according to biblical teachngs.

additiontot he wr i ti ngs on GA@GrRcé AboyndsBdsaciation o Rastonse b s i t €

25 Ruth Haley Barton and Robert M. Mulholland Jnyitation to a Journey: A Road Map for Spiritual
Formation(Westmont: InterVarsity Press, 2016), 69.
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provides audio versions of igritings, inviting community members, alstg hea theaudio
versiors of G A A Priews items

Grace Abounds Association of Pastergjages variety ocommunites Some
community members engaged by GAA&ebecomecontributorso G A A Pandeavors to
t each GaThé GAARontributorsareinspirationalcommunity membergho are
achieving career objectives and dreathsy are individuals who desire to thrive and prosper.
Theyarefamily structurel. Many have received higher educatiandsome are current
university studentsdoth graduate and undergraduate levi&bene are community college
students

From among theepreviousGAAP contributors the researcher selectagbortion of
participantdor the researchThe GAAP contributorswerespecificallychosedf r om GAAP 6 s
publishing branchOtherselectegarticipantsarecommunity memberaho beliewe in Christ
andarenewly introduced to GAAPTheparticipants el ect ed from GAAPG6s pub
arepreviouscontributors tadGoalGettersSuperHeroes Magazif&GSH Magazine)an
inspirational, digital publicatiop u bl i shed on GA Aledbostribnterssesvedne bsi t e
a variety ofcapacitiesvithin GGSH MagazineSome werdeaturedwithin the magazine
speakingabouttheiramazingourneys to achieving their career objectives and gl
discussdtheir trust in Godhat served to urge them forward ahdtserved tacounter
di s c o udream killerg as hey workdto achievegreatdreamsThey shard their
inspirational journeys angrovided words of wisdom, encouragirigllow GoalGettersforward
to achiewng their dreamsSomeGGSH Magazine contributoese small business owners who

previouslyplaced advertisements withine magazine

11



Community members wharenewly introduced to GAARvereintroduced to GAAP
through telephone campaigg. These community membe@ndpreviousGGSH contributors
make upthe participantsn this study.Working with a focus group dive participantsGA AP 6 s
objective is teexamine the Bible reading levels of participants arteésbwhether GAAP
writings creativelyignite or increas®ible reading amonthe participants

The biblicalpositionof Grace Abounds Association of Pastisrthat those who profess
to follow Christmust experienceontinualt r ansf or mati on until the day
(Romans 12:2andtheBi bl e i s Godés tool to eduche e His
Bi bl e i s Go cuddgransfarnMis disciples§Withodtdaily reading and engaging of
Go d 6 s b@leverdn, Christremainmerely believersThesebelieverdanguishat a point of
expressing faith in Christ, but do not graduate from this poidétidedlybecone disciples of
Christi Anot her way to think about this is to say
linked to how we go about our livesceh  dF’eCiaristiins must make the decision to take part
in this process which will link what they belieteehow they live their daily livesThis important
decision initiates transformation proceghattransformshe Christian intaChristikeness This
transformatiorprocess move€hristiansinto a closer unionwitlGo d 6 s Spimgr i t , enabl
Christians to | ive i ncr eadthismprgcesgrovs Christianentbi e n c e
fellowship with one anothefhe Word of God is the catalyst for this ongoing transformation and
discipleshipHowever, many Christians incorrectly believe this process is opficoraihey

simply choose to opt out of this processifabey had an optin 2

26 Gary M.Burge and David Lauber, edBheology QuestionSveryone Asks: Christian Faith in Plain
LanguaggDowners Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2014);3R0

27Burge and David, ed3heology Question®owners Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2014), 169.

2Dallas WillardThe Gr eat Omi ss i d&EssentiaRTeachirms omDisciglesiiigars u s 6
Francisco, CA: Harpers, 2006), 297.
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According tothe Pew Research Centdhirty-seven percent of Christians state Bilele
is important but not essential to being a Christian, and twamypercent assert the Bible is not
an important part of their Christian identf/This incorrect thinking is aided bytal churches
thatare remiss in teaching congregants todmeetransformed disciples who are obedient to
Godos *wor d.

If the Spirit of God is the oil, and the Spirit of G@le oil)i s wi t hi n Godds Wo
foll owers of Chribet fnéeéaddGaod dG0o dmddbdisTh&Ge i ri t a
who profess to follow Christ must fitheir lamps withG o d dil to readythemselves for the
coming of theBridegroom.Those who e not prepared with lamps filled with oil will be shut
out of the weddingMatthew 25:113), and they Wl generate no glory for God.

Although arrent research shows tteakty-three percent of evangelical Protestants read
the Bible only one timper weekd! some study participants seléfine asonsistenteadersof
the scripturesStudy mrticipants define consistency msiltiple times per daydaily, andweekly.
Theparticipants demonstrate varying levels of walks with CHEStAP will test whetheits
creative writings wilctreatvaelytignidgreater interesGroRibées Wo r d
readingamong the selectaqghrticipants

According to Pew Research Center, feutyp percent of Christiangsearchdagreethe

Word of God is critical to Christian growtind assertthdtr eadi ng t he Bi bl e or

®fiFacts on How Americans Vi ew PdwdesBarchddter aassed Ot her R
February 25, 202https://www.pewresearch.org/fatank/2017/04/14/Factson-how-americanssiew-the-bible-
andotherreligioustexts/

30DallasWillard, The Gr eat Omi ssi on: Recl aiming {Sasusd Essent
Francisco, CA: Harpers, 2006),-73.

Sl Pew ResearchofceHowr Amé@Ficass View the Bible and Ot
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materials is aessentialpa f what being Christi®yettmeans to t
appears to be little research about how to ignite Christtanest inreadng Godd s  wlaily -d
which is critical to theispiritualdevelopment.

BecausesAAP participants are working to achieve career and other objedByesP
emphasizes to participants that Bible readership will not stngngthertheir livesin Christbut
alsoBible readershivill translate intayreater poweto achieve career and lifetime gos.
Understanihg that passions can serve as a driving faeéead Christiangvercloser to Christ
the researcher emphasizes this message within its writimggsd®participantdo what God
intends for theitives 3*

The provocative wtings produced byGraceAbounds Association of Pastdisat teach
the sovereignty of God amdmind Christansobo d 6 s p eontspeay G aeai ssues
creativepathtowardinspiring Christiangto read thi& Biblesdaily. The Biblei s Godo6s wi | |
testament provided for His childreimstructingHis childrenabout their inheritancét instructs
Goddbés children i n The ,Wstrycting theniso® topreventhéThiefi r i n h
from entering in andtealingtheirinheritance okterral life with God- thatthe FatherHimself,
has provided foHis children.

Problem Presented

When engaging community members, Grace Abounds Association of Resiteian

individual if he hasa relationship with Chrisif he understands what Christ came to achieve on

the earthandwhetherhe confesses that Jesus is the Son of @Blogtresponses are unusually

2Pew ResearchofceHowr Amé@Ficass View the Bible and Ot

3 JohnOrtbergThe Me | Want to Be: Bec¢(@@mchg Godds Best Ver
Rapids: Zondervan, 2014), 33.

34 Ortberg,The Me | Want to Be33.
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affirmative, ancdcommunity memberall profess over their lives that they are bées#f GAAP
probedno further, it mightappear thaall is well with those who profess to believe in and follow
Christ.Everyone is a Christian. Everyone believes in Jesus. Everyone has faith that Jesus is the
Son of GodEveryone attends churcéyery SundayEveryone is blessed.

However,when GAAP delves a little deepéurtherinquiry begirsto expose that many
of those professing to follow Christ are unkn
earth. Many are unknowledgeable about the message that Christ came to teach and what Christ
began His ministry teachinew Research Caatsupports this findingshowingthatfewer than
half adults (45 percent) were able to name all four Gospels.

Many community members engaged by Grace Abounds Association of Raskors
confess they live secular lifestyldhey havdive-in boyfriendsand girlfriendsand premarital
relations are commeplace and acceptable to many of thad®mGAAP engagesPew
Research Center supports this finding as well. The data thladhirty-seven percent of
Americans stated, AThss eBntbilal itso i¥vdoitiomalgan t C Hruit s
twentyone percent st at e,animpodaatgpartrofgheit GhestiaBi bl e i s n
i d e n¥ Wheryconsidering The Pew Research Center data with the statements of community
members who live seculafdstyles, the findings suggest a correlation between individuals who

do not read the Bible and individuals who s#gfine as living secular lifestyde

AFacts on How Americans Vi ew PdwdesBarch Coancinatakssélt h e r R
February 25, 202 httpsi/www.pewresearch.org/fatank/2017/04/14/Factson-how-americansview-the-
bible-andotherreligioustexts!/

¥Pew ResearchofCeHowr AmM@Fiacass View the Bible and Ot

37 1bid.
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Somecommunity membersvenconfesgo disliking other groupsMany of them are
apathetic to theufferings of othes. Yet, these community membegdace themselves within the
cat egory o Howéver hwiatissnost tallimg about the statetoth e 1 ndi vi dual 6s
relationship with Christ ithatthe community member sees no need for groAtbommunity
membewh o dri nks, fAparti es-maritabrelationdedistisegvel oft i ci pat e
Christian growth is acceptableomparableor even bettethan others who profess to follow
Christ within his community This segment who profess to follow Chiistt who live openly
secular lifestyleihas no compelling sense that wunder st a
teachings of Christ is of any vital importance to [their] life aadainly not in any way
essential éSuch obedience is reglarded as out o
Grace Abounds Association of Pastbesalso encounteda portionof community
memberszvh o consider themselves AChri stiVdhans; 0 yet
GAAP pressethe biblical truththat Jesus is the Only Wahesesameindividuals who claimed
they are Christians, also exclgim i No! Jesus i lsappeastherd exigsaonl y way
segment of individuals whaesire to be called Christigrthough they practice religisthat are
not centered on Chrideew Research Center datassiblyprovides insight to this group: Data
show that thirtysix percentoA mer i cans assert the Bible fAshoul
|l i t er3%andy ééohe data show AA separate eighteen p

book written “BThisdatmay beshining sGroedighba@ontribubrsto the

38 Dallas Willard,The GreatDmi s si on: Recl aimng Jesusé6(Séahssential T
Francisco, CA: Harpers, 200&jtont Cover.

®fiFacts on How Americans Vi ew PdwdesBarch Coancihatabssét her R
February 25, 202https://www.pewresearch.org/fatank/2017/04/14/Factson-how-americanssiew-the-bible-
andotherreligioustexts/

“Pew ResearchoceHowr Amé@Ficass View the Bible and Ot
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phenomenowf professing to be a Christian but practicing religions that d&myst The lack of

a foundational, theological understanding of the Bible wdddedesiring to embrace the

Christian culture may be creating this segmemtarib e | i e v i n @ Thisboadernirgv e r s
group of people who desire the status of being called Christian but who emphatically reject the
teachings of Christhaveneither anytruedesire to know Christ nor do they have amyedesire

to Ilive according to Christds teachings.

Al @mBuddhi st, but web6re all Christians, 0 o
appears that Christianity is becoming a meltingipahe eyes of some community members
Believersof Christwho live on the fringes of Christianity and néselieversof Christ, alike,
refer to themselves as Christiaibe desire of this latter type may be tiodd: Thedesire for
theequal rightto be called Christians because they can perceive the status of Chrasidthe
desireto come in by stealth to spy diue liberty Christians have in Christ Jesus, that they may
bring the Christian into bondag¢€alatians 224)Hence, t hey preach, A We 6r ¢

On the surface, it appears that community memberallaréxing together inone, big,
happy,beautifulmelting potc a | |Cardtians Adithin the melting pot are sonveho worship
false godssomewho believe inpracticing sorcerysomewho attend satanic ritualsomewho
believethey areigood whentheyhelpthe wickedto advanceevil schemesandsomewho
believe that to acquire gains bickery, guile, and deceit is to be a good stelvar

In such a melting pot, community membexkgrcise their options tither believe in
Jesus oto notbelieve in JesusThey all agree tbelieve ina variety of gods and teachings.
Whenthose whalesirea life with Christbecome more secularized, mixing into the melting pot

of AChristians) it become difficult to diginguishthemfrom the norbelievers inChrist These
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barely recognizable (if recognizablsgcularized Christians are representatives of what some
calbinan sci pl eshi%h Christianity. o

However, there are some community memldre understand they must be transformed
and there are sonveho recognize and confess they have fallen sitwty acknowledgthey
must turn back toward Gowhile Christiandall behind in reading their Bibles afall behind
in becoming transformed inthristlikenessthe non-believersof Christare claiming they are
the Christians They areworking to establish a new narratjtkeyareattempting to maka
mockery of what it means to follow Christnd they argvaging, and engaging ian identity
theft scheme attempting to steal the distinctive identity of the Christian.

These norbelieving, melting pofi Ch r i sre begimmimgdto present this narrative:
Ol'here are Christians wravefollowersof Christi and there are Christians whge not
followers of ChristEach Christian does what is right in his own eyghChristiandetermines
histype of Christiaity: To be aollower of Christ Christiarwho worships Jesusor to be a
nonfollower of ChristChristianwho chooses to worship other gdiiEhese ideals are evidenced
in the Pew Research datavhich convict Christiansthemselvesas agentsontributing tothe
spread of this narrative. The Pew Research data statBAhisng Christians, twahirdssay
many religions can lead to eternal life, and most of tffdty percentof all Christians) say some

nonChristian religions*®can lead to |ife everl a:

41 Bill Hull, The Complete Book of Discipleship: On Being and MakingoRats of Christ
(Colorado Springs: NavPress Publishing Group, 2006), 41.

“2Benjamin Wormald, AU.S. Public Becoming Less Relig
25, 2021 http://www.pewforum.org/2015/11/03&spublic-becominglessreligious/.
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When Christianse mai n unknowl edgeabl eto@tmnituctlifeaGo d 6 s W
a disciple of Christandneitherblossom intaa life of obedience to God naxcelinto a character
of ChristlikenessChristians keep this mockery of Chradive and growingOut of respect for
Christand the Spirit of God within the Christig@hristians must begin makinglastinction
between theiChristian livesand thdivesofot her @A Chr i st and bebeve ifaldeo wor s
gods The distinction begins with knowing who is Gaehdit beginswith the process of
becomingtransformed by the Spirit of Gadwhich increasingly makes the follower of Christ
di stinct fr osn aovilndovershipeis@ffalsegedsii Tabne pr acti ce of s
formation matters. Without #we are beginning to learrchurch, and everé Christian faith,
si mpl y do éThedistinguishiogpkocessf separating the wheat from the tares
transformi ng one d)begimswithdconsistemntading and studyinGe ds D i t
Word1 the Bible

As individualswith new idealgpave the way for callingvirtually anything that gives you a
good feeling ¢éa “#ip dritical fouChristiaestoaaal the Bilbles andto
commit to becomingransformed believesiin Christwho aredistinguishable from nefollowers
of Christ(2 Corinthians 6:17)Reading the Bible plays a significant role in establishing the
Christiands identity, i andibuitrdamgf drmmi rChrtisdiol
lifestyle to a biblical lifestyl¢2 Timothy 3:16) Reading the BiblguidesChristians toilve as a

community of believersvho give glory to God.Throughout the scriptures, living as a

43 Evan B. HowardA Guide to Christian Spiritual Formation: How Scripture, Spirit, Community, and
Mission Shape Our Soul&rand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018), 11.

4 Victor CopanChanging Your Mind: The Bible, the Brain, eBpiritual Growth(Cambridge: Lutterworth
Press, 2016), 5.
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community of believers is integral to Christian formation and grdw@od works out His plan

for redemptive restoration within the context of Christian commyutfi® o d a&lkfor Christian
community is found throughout the scriptures. When Christians neglect reading the sc¢riptures
Christians misshis importantall.

When Bible readership is neglected, Chrisfamationand growtHanguish and
Christiandack many importantmessagethat God has for His community of followefsod
intends to bring glory to Himself through His creatitins imperative that Christians increase
Bible readership becaukaowledge powerfor growth,information fortransformation, and
information on theedemptive restoratiothatmusttake place within the Christian community
arefoundwithin the scripture$’ Because God forms Christians by His Woadich isfilled
with the Spirit of Gogl, if Christians do not begin or increase in Bible reading, then Christians
will not become transformed followers of Christ who are distinguishable frorbbelgvers
Christians will notbe able to fullyexperience life that gives glory to God.BecauseChristians
think transformation and discipleship are optioaakltheybelieve Christlikeness is impossible
or unimportanfor their Christian walkChristians continue to fall behind in consistently reading
their Biblesandfall further intoapostacyTherefore, the problem this project will addreskasv
to creatively igniteencouraggeand inspireBible readership among those who profess to follow

Christ- to grow their understanding of the Sovereign God and His.ways

45 Paul PettitFoundations of Spiritual Formation: A Community Approach to Becoming Like Christ
(Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2008), 75.

46 Pettit, Foundations 75.

47 Klaus IsslerLiving into the life of Jesu®owners Grove: InteWarsity Press, 2012), 43.

20



Statement of thePurpose

The researcher will examiriethe writings of Grace Abounds Association of Pastoes
igniting or raising adujtChristian interest in Bible reading, or if the writings are impacting
current ChristianBible reacers in any wayamongcommunity members in the Hollywood, Los
Angeles, and Monterey Bay, Centrad@3tareas The researcherill first determine Bible
readng levels of participants, based upon the-asffessments of participar®sovided with this
selfassessment, the researcher will e &AAP writings increaseor igniteBible readingor
Bible interestamongthese seledthristians The researcher widlso observe for any additional
themes or outcomes experienced by participants. Pew Research data sisouythtitree
percent okvangelical Protestants (63%) read their Bibles only one time per week4® A creative
andexciting fire is needed tignite, inspire, and encoura@hristiansto increase (or to begin)
Bible reading so that their lamps will be filled with oil when the Bridegraorives

This problem must be researched not only to discover and develop cremyis/éo
inspire Bible reading amormpmmunitesthat GAAP engages, but alganust be researched
becausdible reading is theource forChristian identity, transformationand discipleshigor all
Christians This problemalsomust be addressed because ofitiseeasing advancement of false
teachingsvhich creates an increasddnger of seculared Christianity, resulting in Christians
becoming indistinguishable from ndollowers of Christ Christianshave a negative impact on
the communityof Christwhen Christians are viewed as living secutamn-flourishing lifestyles.
A nonflourishing Christianlifestyle not only diminishes the capacity of the individual to thrive

but also the larger Christian communitynsgatively impactedlhe greatest impact, perhaps, is

“YfHFacts on How Americans Vi ew PdwdesBarch Coancibatakssélt her
February 25, 202 https://www.pewresearch.org/fat@nk/2017/04/14/%actson-how-americansview-the-bible-
andotherreligioustexts/
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thatGodods gl ory i s n odwithineHte Christiatnecammangiffh&ragdtivei nt e n d
repercussions also greatly impa&ttristians individuallyThe Christian community member
experiences diminished spiritualcapacity becaudas spiritual development hdanguished
renderingthe Christian vulnerabléo bothspiritual and nosspiritual attacks The Chr i st i an
belief system, or |l ack of a secure belief sys
events?®
The researchewill select a combination @ommunity membersewly introduced to
Grace Abounds Association of Pastors and previous contribut@GsaitettersSuperHeroes
Magazine The participantsvill represent apecificsampling ofcommunity memberwithin
Hollywood, California,and the Monterey Bay area, located o n g C adentrél Goasti a 6 s
The researchewill test whetherGAAP writings areeffectivein enhancing interest iBible
reading amongducated, goal orienteand career oriented ad@hristians. GAAP will also
utilize participantresponses tgain insights tdrendsthatmay be present amorige participants
and will examinetheresponsefor insights tofactorsthat contributeo low Bible reading
Discovering ausedo low Bible readershiwill assisthe researchérability to further
strategize GAAP writings its endeavoto igniteinterest inChristian Bible readinglhe
researchewill test GAAP writings for effectiveness in bringing Christians back to théds,
will look for insightsto better strategize GAAP writings, andl incorporate any gained
insights Theultimatepurpose of the study is tese GAAP writings as a platform to proclaim
thatGodisKin(and t o br i n gliviigahaidliges ip @ coménee withand in

alignment with the KingThe research will provide insight to whetli@AAP writings are

4% Ros StuarButtle and John Shor€hristian Faith, Formation and Educatid€ham, Switzerland:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2018), 137.
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accomplishing the researcher 6s anppgehristinsy e

of i

The resex h ejoirid-agbjective is to bringhristiangto increasena ppl yi ng ,Gaaddés Wor

only within theirpersonalives but alsavithin their communities.

There are a variety of factoasd events that work to hindBible readership among
Christians. Somef thosecommon factors include plain disinter@steading the sensef the
Bi b laek@fselevancéeo societytoday, thefear of conviction of sinand growing secularism
among ChristansSecul ar i ndividuals often try to
Word. These secular individuals do not understand the power of prayer and often accuse

Christians when Christians rely upon prayer and God to provide solutibns tipmliess.

s hame

Some Christians may be f eebAsthgexhptatos®ur ed t

trust in science appears to be heard more often than the exhortation to trust jre@ist
Christianswho are not wetrooted in the Word of God interpret these exhortations to trust in
science aacall to exchange the teachings of faith, trust, and reliance upon €@hrike
empirical method of believing only what one can see, hear, feel,dastemellIn short,as
various teachings are advanced within the societgBible readingChristiandadk the biblical

foundationto properly respond tteachings that are promoted within the society

Hinderances to Bibleeadership among Christians also includes complex issues. These

more complex factors will vary from cultural factors, gender factorspssmnomic factors, age
factors, to the modern issuesao$ociety that isverincreasingn hostility tovard Christian
beliefs Through the literature reviewhe researdtr, briefly, examinedterature that brings to
light intrinsic elementshatplay a role inBible readershifplockage The researadr
acknowledges the existenceadémentafactors however, the researetill focus primarily on

addressing the mosasible hinderances to Biklreadershiphat are more evident to the eye.
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Even factors within the local church contribute to low Bible readership among Christians.
The message of repentansa stumbling block for some pastors, resulting in avoidance of the
scripturesSomeb cal chumachkhesckatk Pl an and practice f
things whatsoever °tSomepaswrs arefeaniaaf sheaking gtongly o
about the need for congregants to repent. These fearful pastors are coabetriedgering the
congregants with a message of repentaBome pastoriear such a message of repentance will
result in losof congregatsand aloss of revenue for the church. Therefore, thea€ful pastors
do not firmly assert the need for congregants to repent and to be transfimsteat, som
pastors greatly highlight works within the commuridyedeem theongreganof sins. Such a
message is so frequently taugjiit many Christians believe wor&an cancel the need for
repentance.
Oneanonymougongregatestated that her pastor, who pastored a large church, preached
t hat repentance was onl y timeeToezefoe,caccygrdingtothe i n a
congregant, there was never again alrfeethe congregant everrepent of anythinglsein her
lifetime. This suggests a resistance to acknowdesilg This type of teaching validates the
Christian who desires to refrain from reading the scripfliresving the scriptureill convict
him of his sinsAvoidance of the scriptures puts Christians at risk of secularization.
Hosea 7:® statesthisi Ephr ai m has mi xed himself among
cake unturned. Aliens have devoured his strength, but he doesawitlo Similarly, today,
someChristiansare becoming halfaked. Some Christiatmavea v oi ded Godés Wor d,
avoided discipleshimnd theyare losing their strength as thegcome intemingled with the

customs of those who do rfollow Christ This is what Hosea 78 describes as becoming half

S0Dallas WillardThe Gr eat Omi ssi on: Reachingsiombisoipgeshi$ars usd Essent
Francisco, CA: Harpers, 2006)2-73.
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bakedi a cake unturnedn Hosea 78-9, dter much encouragement to repent and turn back to
God 6 s i ama aefterimudp refas of the peopletoretumGod 6s response was

It is scriptural to exhort Christians to repent of their dBwth Jesusand the prophets
taughtstrongly God 6 s me s s a g,zealouslyexhertim@ thetcammangty to turn from
theirsins Go d s/And ke whohasdy woid, let him speak My word faithfully. What is
the chaff to theflwhermdt? oMy awesr d hlei, KLéd Aad df il 1 k20
hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? Therefore, behold, | am daghirst pr ophet s, 0 sa&
Lord, fAwho steal My wo r,adJerensiah 82880). hisanmessages hi s n
theBible continually refpays The rejected message of repentance plays a significant role in
Christians becomingntermingled with teachingthat aren opposition to Christresulting in
Christiangturning away from th&ible.

A multitude of layered conditiorere contributing to the follower of Chrigtrningaway
fromthe Word of GodF ol | owi ng Chr i st 6vasdanaadmpMedgetof pr ovi d
those who desire toefollowers of Christther e s ear ¢ h e isfosrgear jgete t | v e
Christians to read their Biblés become armedi t h G o d &mat Gatbcanddirest their
paths tevardbecomingtransformed Christians through whom God will glorify Himself.

Basic Assumptions

There are basic assumptions the reseamghierely uponin testing the effectiveness of
GAAP writings The primary presupposition is that God is K{Rgalm 47:7)The strength of
Christians depends upon having a strong knowledge of this Tiuh strang knowledges
gained bydaily reinforcemenb f G o d 6 sby fdeadinggthe BeripturéPsalm 1:13, Joshua

1:7-8). Another presuppositiois that everything is achieved only by the Spirit of Godii Not by
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might nor by power but by My Spirito  thelyrd of host¢Zechariad:6). A1 I of Gododos
creation relies upon the Spirit of God to operate.

Goddés Spirit is the spiriThelifadivingandlitee t hat i
sustaining Spirit of God is required to propeiman being$orward for every endeavor. It is
Godds Spirit that enabl es thnva ihe thiod plesuppesitiontso wa |
t hat Christian character is formed.FoywthiSodds S
the presuppositiorthatthe Spirit of Ga is living and ispresenwithin Go d 6 s ,tWo r d
scripturesLast, is the presuppositithatGod 6s Spirit i s accessible b
Thesebasic assumptions and presuppositioesn it isvital thatfollowers of Christdaily read
theBible whichis inspired by God andhich brings about understanding of doctrine, provides
reproof and correctigrand guides Christians in righteousnégsdimothy 3:16) This suggests
thatbiblical teachings are necess#oy spiritual development, for transformati@ndfor living
as atransformedcommunity of believers in Chrighroughwhom God intends tdisplayHis
handiwork God made them for Higlory (Isaiah 43:7.

Reading the Bible trains the ChristtamwarenessoGo d 6s s aoBecaugat odods
kingship is an anchor to Christiar@hristians mustultivatea strongunderstandingfGo d 6 s
sovereigntywhich enablsChristiang o0 t rust God and Knowlesigeafnd i n G
God 6 s getpempowers Christians to manee r s thallengaasChristianshope and
t rust powerfds detivérance

Bi ble reading powers the ChGodiasbopravideds abi | i
humankind with opportunity for growth into Christlikeness through other conduits, including the

development of morality and virtue, the refining seasons of suffering, participation in the body of
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Christ, and even st leodya’Chrstanspnush read therseriptarespnhy si ¢ a

which the Spirit of God is presest that God cadirectHis purpose for their lives.

These basic assumptions and presuppositions inform the prabtepurposéy
providing foundational biblical evidencehatfollowers of Christ daily, muste engagd with
Go d 6 s fovspirituhlformation and fospiritualgrowth However, slely understandinghe
importance of Bible readinigr Christian growth has not beenoughto create a surge iBible
reading levels among Christiar@eative measures must be taken to spark Christian Bible
reading.The presuppositios and assumptionssult inthe determinatiothatt e ac her s o f
word mustsuccessfully spark and incred3kristian interest in Bible readirigr the sake of
Christian endurance and advancement

Definitions
Community Engagement

Community engagement within this study refers to multiple events thae@bounds
Association of Pastordesigns to meeinteract and engageith community members.

Goal i Getters

GoalGetters are aspiring individuals whoeworking to achieve their caredife, and
educationabbjectives and who contribute to GoalGetteBaiperHeroes Magazine.
GoalGetters- SuperHeroes Magazine (GGSH Magazine)

An online publicatiorwritten, published and distributedby Grace Abounds Association

of Pastors. GGSH Magazine is a part of the publishing branch of GAAP.

51 Diane J. Chandleilhe Holy Spirit and Christian Formation: Multidisciplinary Perspectiy@sam:
Springer International Publishing, 2016)206.
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GoalGetters- SuperHeroes Magazine (GGSH Magazingfontributors

GGSHContributorsare individuals who have previougharticipatedn GoalGetters
SuperHeroes Magazin€ontributors participated ieither of these areashey were ¢atured in
articles or they werewriters, advertisergndcommunity business owners.
Grace Abounds Associations of Pastors

Grace Abounds Association of Pastors (GAAPQurrently established in Norfolk,
Virginia. However, GAAP has been, primarily, a Califorhibased association. GAAP teaches
the Word of God to community members, utilizing a variety of creative platforms. GAAP also
provides practical servicesuch @ emergency grants to students and mothers in the community.
Grace Abounds Association of Pastors Participants

Community members whom Grace Abounds Association of Pastoretdsengaged
who have participated in GAAP activitiem who have participated in receiving GAAP writings.
News

News within this study refers to articles and columns writeoduced, and distributed
by Grace Abounds Association of Pastors. The news itespond to societal news topics from
a biblical perspective, emphasizing repentanc
Secularized Christianity

The secularization of Christians occurs when secular ideologies, biatgthe local
church by its congregants, begin to impact the church to such a degree that those ideologies

change the focus of the church to a fottuet embraces and represents the secular society
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Limitations

The primary anticipated limitation the study ighatthe research must be conducted by
telephone because of the CoronavifAAP participants will beequiredto respond to pre and
post questionnaires amdll be requiredo listen briefly to a news item read by the researcher
Theseproceduresnust be conducted within otelephonesession becauseurrently,
participantsanay be experiencing highly fluctuatiagd unreliableschedulesAdditionally,
becausesomeGAAP participantsnay beexperiencinggreaterchallengesesulting from he
Coronavirusit may beproblematidor theseparticipants to focus on a study when such
difficulties are occurring within thecommunities

Delimitations

These delimitations will be imposed by the researcher. The participéintspresent
only a segment of their commuiei Participantwill be 20 years or oldemdwill self-define as
believers in ChristParticipantswill be previousGAAP contributors- or community members
newly introduced to GAAPAdditionally, participantanust be working toward educational
objectives or toward other life andareer objectivesarticipantsnust have knowledge of
societalchallengesresulting fromexperiencingan unusual societal evenor participantsnust
expressndividual challenges in one of the following areas: financial, family, or career
challengesGAAP written material will be utilized.

The study will gauge and recondw GAAP writings impact participantsThe study will
gauge interest levels in Bible readitigroughpre and posjuestionnaires?re- questionnaires
wi | | as s e s s currendeves af Bilbla readepslaiand cur@nt interest in Bible
reading.Following a reading o GAAP writing participants will answegpost- questionnaires

to measure how muatew biblical informatiorwas learned from the news ite@sd how their
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interest was impacted@’he researcher witompare interesevels from the prguestionnaire
with interest levels expressed within the pgséstionnaire.
Experienceof Participants
By limiting research participants to adul@ years and oldethe data collected will
reflect the experiences and perspectives of individuals who have a greater range of exsperience
to incorporate into data.
Faith of Participants
The faith of the participants within the researcthesmost significanof the
delimitatiors. Althoughthe participantswill vary in their relationships with Christhe study will
determine if participants experience a spark in their interest in Bible reading, signifying an
interest in learning more about God after encountering GAAP writifgstesearcher
anticipates tha Christiangroup will be willing to hear and discubglical mattersandwill
have enough biblical knowledge to disctissbiblical topics
Participant Anonymity
Stakeholder @onymitywill allow participants tacontribute freelyThis delimitation
gives theresearchegreater confidence in the gathered data.
Method of Data Collection
Data will be collectedby a telephonguestionnaireand reading sessioAlthough no
recording devices will be utilizetelephonealata gathering will result in full and complete

expressions gbarticipantexperiences.
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Thesis Statement
If Grace Abounds Association of Pastorsoducescommunity memberoGo d 6 s
sovereignty and biblical truttieroughwritingsfilled with biblical teachingsand that are
relevant to current, societaleventst hen GAAP wi | | i gnite particig
GAAP writings highlight the parallels between biblical eveatsl modern eventemphasizing
t hat Go dspresemn ia maern times as it was in biblical En@&AAP anticipates that
showing Godods powe r ignitacommanityenrembers  begoe te incsease i | |
inreading Godds Word.
Chapter 2: Conceptual Framework
Review of Literature
Christians must walk with a continual focusteansforning into an identity that
resemblehrist SinceChristian identity is rooted in the scriptuf@he Christian life must be a
life of daily delving into the scriptures ttevelop intathe identity of Christ that is derived from
the scriptures®Thed evel opment al process is fateeil itated
deliberate exercise of readiagdbecoming knowledgeable the scriptures anthrough the
intentional exercise ddpiritual disciplinesAn under st andi ng soeftain€chr i st 6 s
through Godbés promises, through Godds mighty
Christbés resurrection, and through Godés pl an

reading, development of Christian identity is hindered and ske®edstians must read the

52 Paul PettitFoundations of Spiritual Formation: A Community Approach to Becoming Like Christ
(Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2008), 19.

53 pPettit, Foundations 19.
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Bible so that Christians can experience the proper, spiritual formation that God requires for the
disciple of Christ.

God requires Christians to become disciples ardtiob mi t t o ©whidhbiss t r ai ni
spiritual formatior?* Both Paul Pettit and John Ortberg posit that God made individuals to
flourish®® and that spiritual formation is essential to Christian livihBeading the scriptures is a
key element to the spiritual formation procesi.Christians are not reading the Word of God,
how can their lives be transformed to the resemblance of Chwisbse identity is found within
the scriptures?

Although authors understand that Bible reading impacts Christian discipleship, there is a
gap in the research. There seems to be minimal research that addresses how to creatively increase
Bible readership among Christians. This Literature Review will exafour, specific themes
that emerge from the literature and that reinforce the importance of Christian, Bible readership
Christian Identity Spiritual Formation,Transformationand ChristiarBustainabilityi avoiding
backsliding and secularizatiofhe Literature Review will also provide an historical pan of
previous and present societal events that have contribuitesLfficientBible readership among
Christians Thesesignificantthemes that emergedthin theLiterature Review will underscore

the reed to address the gap in the research

54 Paul PettitFoundatiors of Spiritual Formation: A Community Approach to Becoming Like Christ
(Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 200B)3.

John OrtbergT he Me | Want to Be: Bec@mdhg Godds Best Ver
Rapids: Zondervan, 2014 3.

56 Paul PettitFoundations of Spiritual Formation: A Community Approach to Becoming Like Christ
(Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 200B)5.

57 Pettit, Foundations 107.
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Spiritual Formation

According to Paul Pettit, spiritual formation involves a change or maturing of the
Christian from one form to anoth&Pettit asserts the most basic discussion on spiritual
formation will address the idea of life chantfee need for Christians to become transformed into
the likeness of Chrisandthat this transformation process is not optional for those who profess
to believe in Jesus ChristOne of Pet t ictives s to@xplorenahat yhe Bitdbejsays
about spiritual formatiof Realizingthat spiritual growth comes from God and that
communities of Christians s houl,Betttestablshesaas r epr
strong foundation for turning to the scripturelowever,vinat i s mi ssing i n Pett
how to bringbelievers in Christ to overcome their reluctance toward reading scripture.

While Pettit lays out the argument for spiritual formation, John Ortberg provides the
reader detailed steps about how to bring about spiritual cka@gtberg agrees with Petthat
Christian identity igound withinthe scriptures and comes from the Work of the Holy Sfirit.
However, like Pettit, Ortberg does not address how to creatively engage Christians to begin
reading the scriptures sloatChristiansmaybegin formingthe r i dent i ti es based
Word.

Similar to Pettit and Ortberdglaus Isslerexamine<Christian transformation and the

ingrediens essential to transformation and growing in Christlikeness whikicontextob n e 6 s

58 paul PettitFoundations of Spiritual Formation: A Community Approach to Becoming Like Christ
(Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 20083,

59 Pettit, Foundations 103.
60 |hid., 19.

61John OrtbergT he Me | Want to Be: BeouGmndhg Godds Best Ver
Rapids: Zondervan, 20147-59.

62 Ortberg,The Me | Want to B€,32.
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relationships andommunitie? Issler concludes thi€hristian transformationccurs bythe
Word of God, the Ho®lIssleraagvocatediscoverimgCliristighmehtitys | ov e .
from the scripturés and compels readets harness the power of the Holy Spiattiring about
lasting, character changes that are in alignment with the scripfures.

However, also like Pettit and Ortbetgslerneglects to addregssufficientBible
readership among Christians and how to increase Christian readership of th&@iBlettit,
Ortberg, and Issler, Bible reading is imperative for bringing about transfommeatid
discovering Christian identitfHowever, the authors leave a gap for studying how to ignite
Christian interest in Bible readirig achieve their objectives

Christopher Wright emphasizes the need for inclusivity of the Old Testament whftings.
Wright argues that an understanding of the full gospel is critical in making disciples and forming
Christian identity?® To Wright, it isimperative to include the writings of the Old Testament for
proper spiritual formatiof? He supports reading the Old Testam@ritowever, as with Pettit,
Ortberg, and Issler, the recurring theme of neglecting to address how to ignite Christian

readership is present.

63 Klaus IsslerLiving into the life of Jesu®owners Grove: InteWarsity Press, 2012), Chpt. 7.
64 |ssler,Living, Chpt. 4.

8 1bid., Chpt.4.

5 1bid., Chpt. 5.

57 Christopher J.H. Wrightlow to Preach and Teach the Old Testament for All its W@thnd Rapids:
Zondervan, 2016), 18.

58 Wright, How to Preach?26.
59 |bid., 62-81.

1bid., 15.
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Like Wright, Smith and Yo Kai frame a discussion on spiritual growth and
transformation withira specificcontext in this case, they examine spiritual growth with
discipleship’! The authors present their case for accurately measuring transforimation
examining thempact of discipleship? Smith and Yo Kai believe the measure of transformation
stemsfrom the scripture They, too, are proponents for going to the scriptuFae.authors all
provide important arguments for delving into the scriptures to be transformed; however, they all
leave a gap thabverlookshow to engage Christian interest in Bible reading.

Christian Identity

Christopher Wrightilsoemphasizes preachiftgachingand developing Christian
identity through hearing the GospélAssering the identity of Christ is developed from the
Bible and Christian identity is rooted in scriptd?&Vright emphasizes bringing the scriptures to
the hearts of Christians through tel of preaching® Wright recognizes the necessity of the
scriptures in developing Christian identignd he delves furthertmexamining how to bring the
scriptures to Christianfloweverh ear i ng Godo6és Wor d s dcheaangtlye t hr o u ¢

occasional reference to scripture during the sermon still falls short of providing Christians with

"1 Steve Smith and Ying Kal;4T A DiscipleshiRe Revol uti on: The Story Behind
Growing Church Planting Movement and How it Can Happen in Your Comn{iMotyument: WigTake
Resources, 2011), 22.

72 Smith, Kai, T4T, 79

1bid., 79.

74 Christopher J.H. Wrightlow to Preach andeach the Old Testament for All its Wof€@rand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2016)39-51.

S Wright, How to Preach39-51.

8 bid., 36-37.
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the necessargompletereading of scripturelike his peersWrightalsolacked the provisionfo
a path that will lead Christians tpentheir Bibles

Jeff Christopherson examines the character of Cheastl how to disciple Christians
towarddevelopng a character that resembles Clirist ¢ h.2 €haistopherson asserts the
importance of taking on the character of Christ and examines what Christ looks like, according to
the scriptures? Christopherson agrees with Pettit, Ortberg, and Wright that the character of
Christ is found within the scriptas. Christopherson advocates that Christ followers must grow
into the character of Chri8ye t , Chri st ophersonés work does no
engage Christians in Bible reading. What was
how toignite within Christians the desire pick up and reathe scriptures.

Transformation

John Ortberg frames a discussion on transformation from the perspective of the
individual who is working to build in spiritual growdnd who desires tmanifesta flourishing
life.8% Jeff Christopherson, Christopher Wright, and Paul Pa#i frame disgssions on
transformation agreeing hat transformation i s not optional
is found within the scriptures, and that God requires Christians to live out transformed lives as

communities of Christ believers.

7 Jeff Christophersorkingdom First: Starting Churches That Shape Movemgrashville:
B&H Publishing, 2015)35.

8 ChristophersonKingdom First 200.
7 |bid., 35.
80 |bid.

81John OrtbergThe Me | Want to Be: Bec@mndhg Godds Best Ver
Rapids: Zondervan, 20143-15.
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The authorare alignedhowever the authorsieglect tgprovide creative solutions to
addresgsleclining Christian readership of the scriptures. This sugdkests is a gap in the
research. While authoessesshat scripture reading itical, there seems to be very little
research that addresses how to move Christiansifibeguentreadership of the Bible to a
routine study of scripture.

The Importance of Scripture Reading in the Church

God reveals Himself through the scriptund8enChristiansexperiencesporadicBible
readershipChristand ack understanding of GCoanidaths revel ati
Christianswho view the scriptures as a book of legalitibisewise,demonstrata lack of
under standi ng oHoweBar@héssiarswieowiewtha YWaordoh Gods the
source for comfort, for nurturing, and for strengthenibgt who practice selective reading
perusingportions of the scriptureandreadingpnlywh en t hey need Godds ass
these Christians, also, lack the majority of revelations needed to flourish as followers of Christ

What will prove to be critical to Christians growing more indlirevardreading their
Bibles is simply this: A continual introductida the scriptures byaily reading the scriptures,
from beginning to end. Christians who read portions of the scriptures are receiving, likewise, a
very small portion of the understandiof God. Daniel I. Block makes these important
assessments: God reveals Himself through the written record of past revelations. God revealed
Himself through the incarnation of Christ. God reveals His mind and speaks authoritatively to
the hearer througthe scriptures. Most importantly, the normative way to access these important

revelations is through reading the scriptu¥es.

82 Daniel Isaadlock, For the Glory of GodRecovering a Biblical Theology of Worsl@sand Rapids,
Michigan: Baker Academic, a division of Baker Publishing Group, 2014.
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In some evangelical churches, scripture reading haesrbplaced by the sermon that
makes occasional references to the scriptures. Block presents the argument for bringing back
more completeeadingof the scriptureso worship in the evangelical churghiThe continual
presentation of scriptures to Chrisigaby reading the scriptures during worship enables the
hearers to continually hear the revelations that God makes about Himself throughout the
scriptures. It enables Christians to gain a lapgespectiveof God and His purpose for their

lives. Hearinghe scriptures read in worship will serve to draw the hearers to discovering more

books of the Bible and ultimately will expand

about Hi mself which results in dianegctly 1 mpac

transformation.
The Importance of Understanding the Bible as One Story

Understanding the Bible is one story and discovering how the biblical story applies to
o n epérsonalife is achievedhrough reading and studying the Bible in its entiretymfro
beginning to endLearning and knowing the grand story of God and His creation is a progressive
walk that leads to knowing God. Tom Steffen makes some critical assessments: 1) Doctrine can
only be understood if taught according to their historicatlagion and developmétitand 2)
There must be adequate Old Testament preparation for the Gbspel.

Christians require full exposure to the scriptureagperceivahe Bibleis one entire

story, Christians must gradpo w t h eondgrabdl sterg impacts theirersonalives.

83 Daniel Isaadlock, For the Glory of God: Recovering a Biblical Theology of Worsbipnd Rapids,
Michigan: BakerAcademic, a division of Baker Publishing Group, 2014.

8TomSt ef fen, " Discoveries Made While RecChnstmecti ng
Education Journall4, no. 1 (Spring 2017): 1688.

85Steffen” Di scove83i es, 0 160

38

Go



Falling away from presenting the scriptures as one entire story has hindered the ability of
Christians to relate to the scriptures and ha
their faith. If Chrstians do not know the story of their faith, how can Christians properly relay
the story of their faith to others. The lack of knowledge of the biblical story has resulted in the
inability of Christians to share their faith story. Thiability torelay G d 6 s st ory has pl
great part in creating a generatichge gap between believers in Christ and the current society
whichstill needs to hear aboGhrist St ef fends objective is to ex)
biblical story, equippingChristiansto learnandto teach their faith.

The chronological telling of Godés story i
believers of Christ will have to master. Pawls amaster at telling the story of Gddlaul was
skilled at retelling the story becaudgaulknew the storyAdditionally, St e phends ser mon
Acts 7 demonstrates the knowledge that Christians should aspire to dohieveelling the
biblical story.Paul and Stephen knew their history. Christiakswise, must learn this history
because they share this histdfyhen Christiansinderstand their history amé&come versed in
their biblical history within the scripturebke Paul andstephenChristianstoo, will develop the
mastery of relaying thefaith. Knowing the story of God is a significant elementte
Chr i sdpirtwalfainsation.

The Question of the Soul

Lewis Ayres brings complexity to what might be classified by some as the usual

discussion on spiritual growth. Ayers brings to tHadahe discussion about the soul and the

impact Bible reading and spiritual growth has on the €Although the discussion on the soul

%Lewis Ayres, AThe Soul and the ReaS8cotislylowralofScr i ptur
Theology61, no. 2 (May 2008): 17390.
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may seem to be simply a discussiorspiritual growth utilizing different terminology, Ayers
appears to believe that there should be a distinction made between the soul and spiritual growth.
Ayers examines the works of Henri De Lubac which appears to add a nuance to spiritual growth.
According to Ayers, De Lubac believes the process of spiritual growth is what culminates in the
state of the sol’ Stated this way: The state of the soul is the ultimate objective of spiritual
growth. The importance of spiritual growth is still relevant; howesgiritual growth is more
likely viewed as a process of transformation of thesoulot j ust the transform
spiritual beliefs and ultimately onebs spirit
observation. The term that God and 3astilize to discuss the preparedness of the individual has
often been the term, soulike other discussions on spiritual transformation, reading the Bible is
the primary factor in developing and transforming the soul.
A ProperPerspective in Reading tiseriptures Ethics in Bible Interpretation

Gary A. Phillips and Danna Fewell take on the complicated discussion of ethics, the
Bible and how one reads and interprets the scripfirghough Phillips and Fewell open their
discussion with a simple juxtapition of what can be considered poor methods of interpretation
of the Bible, the expressed need for ethical reading and interpretation of the scriptures is not lost.
Phillips and Fewell seem to want the reader to understand the problematicohature
interpretation however, given the examples that Phillips and Fewell introduce, there is an easy
solution to the ethical problem they pose: Interpreting the Bi¥pkeading and understanding the

grand story of the Bible.

% L ewis Ayres, fAThe Soul and the ReaS3cdtslglowrfalofScri ptur
Theology61,no. 2 (May 2008): 17390.

8Gary A. Phillips, DannaSenednad7 (1R¥Ww8d.1, fAReading As
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Phillips and Fewell open with a story abthe call of Jesudo turn the other cheek.

Fewell interprets this messagethscall to avoid violence. Fewell then suggests that such a
message can beiliged to keep abused individuals in abusive environments. However, having a
more complete understanding of the scriptures would easily point to such topics as these: Having
life in abundance, being set free from bondage, and not joining the spirit afitad oneself

with those who do not have the spirit of God.

Ethics in Bible reading is a valid discussion. Probably most ethical dilemmas in Bible
reading can be resolved by obtaining a complete understanding of the concepts that Christ
teaches

The Role of Women in the Scriptures

Another discussion about the scriptures that reqaipgeper perspective arafirm
grasp ofethics is the role of women in the scriptusinon Shapira brings a refreshing
perspective to the role of women in #wipture$® Quite often, one may hear the recited verse
that women are not permitted to serve as teachers (preach@rs) dfé6 s . ONaf wainen are
permitted to teach, women must not be teachers to men. However, one of the primary lessons
Jesus providdin support of women teaching the Word of God and that also supports women
serving in the capacity of teachers to medoln 20:1118. When Jesus rose from the grave, it
was the women to whom Jesus gave the message, the gospel, that Jesus was trseddamn

The resurrection is the critical element in Christology, amég women tavhom Jesus
entrusted this message to be carteetheapostleswho were ment was women who

proclaimed to the apostles that Christ was risen from the Hemas women whom Jesus

®Amnon Shapira, fAOn Wo man &2 SkEtchufaFemirfist RiReatlingofithei n t h e
Hebrew Bi bl e: A HébewStddiesgli (20a0): 742.i e w, O
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instructed to go and tell the apostles the good rietivat Jesus waascending to His fathefhe
scriptures show significant adtsat God performedhat were contrary to the teachings of the
day: Jacob and Esau, the second beceirving the birthright. Manasseh and Ephraim, again the
second born receiving the birthright. Jesus allowing the disciplesk@nd eat heads of grain
on the Sabbath to demonstrate that Jesus was Lord even of the SabbatGhristians today
worshipon Sunday when God clearly states the Sabbath is on Saturday. Christians argue what is
i mportant i s r ec odTharefigim glign@entwitlsthataagymenirie cane st .
conclude thatvhatis important to Chrigts thatthis messagef Christrisen from the grave
reaclesthe apostle$ and reaches others todéy choosing women, Jesusmmediately,
demonstrated that Christ was Lord overalinancustoms and, most importantly, mamd
womenwere now free fronprevious ideals thainly served to keepuman beings bondage.
Certainly,Christ did nottonquer death antise from the gree only to be immediately restricted
by the customsof human beingslesus rose from the dead, and immediately, established Himself
as Lord over alkarthlycustoms that serve to keeplividualsin bondageNot hi ng of Chr i
actions is insignificant. Jesus clearly providedrdendednessage that women, too, will carry
Goddés message of r & andwomeénwil teathithatrmessage to dota wor | d
women and men.

Christ risen from the grave is one of the most critical elements withidew
Testament, and this critical news was placed in the hands of the women. One of the most
important ingredients to reading the scriptures is understattgnigtentions of ChrisiVe see
C h r iindehtidrs when Jesus allowed the apostles to pluckartieheads of graimn the
Sabbaththat Jesus is Lord even of the Sabbdile seeC h r iirgentidors when Jesus talks

about David eating the showbreiadven though the showbreaas to be eaten only by the

42



priests that God tempers the law withercy. Understandinghe intentions of Jesysa nd Go d 6 s
intentions)comes by reading the scriptures in its entifend gaining an understanding of the
grand story. When one reads the grand story of the scriptures, we und€rstand(and 6 s
G o d tnten}ion is thatGodwill call those whom He chooseSod will be gracious to whom He
will be graciousand God will have compassion on whom He will have compassion (Exodus
33:19) In this case, Jesiand God)hose the wometo bringthe Good Newes f Chr i st &s
resurrectiorto the menJesus rose from the grave and immediately made a profound statement
by selecting women to carry the message to the aposties(1).Not even te grave coultind
Jesusthereforegcertainly Jesudid nad rise from the grave only put onshackleg only to be
bound immediately by the customs of huméimd. Quitetheopposite, Jesus rose from the grave
and immediatelymade the statmentthat Jesus is Lord ovail the earth
The Significance of Mary and Martha for African American Women

For women, Cheryl Townsend Gilkes opens the door to scripture reading by providing
women a view to the scriptures that encourages women to teach the Word of God and
encourages women to be activetiggpants in the Work of God. Gilkes examines the significant
work of Mary and Martha. Gilkes examines, specifically, how the presence of Mary and Martha
have contributed to women who have an Afridganerican experience. Gilkes asserts that Mary
and Martakk wer e not marginalized; rather the women
message to the worfd.

Gilkes asserts the biblical presence of Mary and Martha serves as a strong counter

argument to the tendency of reading the scriptures solely from a patriarchal perspective. Gilkes

®Cheryl Townsend Gilkes, AGo and Tell Mary and Mart
and Cultural Tensions in the SofialCompasd3, Aonk(19D6): 86881 Re | i gi 0 u !
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states that the placement of Mary and Martha within the scriptures ovaahamefies the
singular, masculine perspective of scripture reading which opposes the ordination of women
Primarily, Gilkes directs her beneficial insights to Africamerican womenHow Mary and
Martha interacted with Jesus, equally, is importaniniderstanding the character of Christ
The Power of the Wordf God

Did God literally speak a word and the world was creafEuis is the critical truth of the
scriptures that David MacLeod addres¥eBhe Word of Gogproclaimsfoundational truththat
arenot easily grasped unless one has fully gone through the scriptures and has been filled with
the indwelling Holy Spirit. It is the indwelling Holy Spirit that enables readers to understand
such spiritual cheingdJespstasd Jesiss bebg thedirccarnate Wakd of God.

Spiritual matters are only ascertained by a spiritual nature. Spiritual concepts are a
different way of knowing, seeing, and understandiigat someavorshipas scientific method is
truly the most archaic way of knowin@ne must consider thi$o know things that are spiritual
one must know without seeing with the eged one must know without the existence of
evidenceThis is the complete antithesis tg@entific way of knowingThis suggests that
spiritual knowing is a greatly heightened method of knowing. This heightened method of
knowing is what Jesus calls those who are His followers to strive to achieve. God demonstrates
such a heightened level knowingwhenGod calk those things that are not into being. It is this
heightened level of knowing that enabled God to call into existence the entire world simply by

speakingGod calls His followers to this heightened way of knowing, which God catts f

“Tpavi d J. MaclLeod, AThe Cr eat i om,BiblibthetalSacrd6no.v er s e
638 (April 2003): 187201.
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Faith is a core element of the Christian identityarning how to apply faith and how to grow in
faith is found within the scriptures.
How to Trust in the Miraculous Things of the Bible

The man who needed healingmgafhethbot Hbw d
one come to trust in the incarnate Word of God? Joel Beeke addresses tHigtastng in
God is accomplished by the easy steps of repe
indwelling Holy Spirit, and feeding oneds min
engraving and the i nscr i binonegpelfthattruStondsodkis t r ut hs
enhanced and nurtured. It is by seeing Godods
God shows Himself strong to those who rely upon God.

Trusting that Jesus is the incarnate Word of God is a miraculous knowirgathanly
come by Goddés Holy Spirit. We see this within
Goddbés Spirit that enabled Peter t o LikweDdwdr st and
MaclLeodds discussi on, hytheSpirtbflGad. knowi ng comes

We canunderstand that things of the Spirit are only ascertained by an anointing of the
Spirit from this example: Persons who are Amlieversin Christclaim to read the Bible several
times overyet, they can never grasp the thirgfsGod. They never develop faitHowever
persons who believe God and confess that Jesus is the Christ continually grow in faith as they
continually read through the Bible. This is evidence that the Spirit of God must be present within

an individual to gasp things that are spiritual and to grow in faith in God.

2Joel R. Beeke, 0Tr uRutitan Reformtett murddnno.d (Jan201&): 2400 r d , 0
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Bible Reading and Religious Studies

Didier Pollefeyt and Reimund Bieringer examine the increasing disinterest in Bible
reading in various European countries among primary and secondary stod&rterh the
Bible has become irrelevant everthin religious educatiof® Pollefeyt and Bieringer analyze
the causes of the growing disinterest in Bible reading wihiopearreligious studiesandthey
develogdan approach to making the Bible relev¥iimilar to the assessments that Steffen
makes, Pollefeyt and Bieringbave assessed that lack of full exposure to the scriptures is a
primary cause of low interest in Bible reading among European students of religioustudies.

Pollefeyt and Bieringer were able to strategically identify specific bibiézathings that
modern students feel are in opposition to their idealsd that cause these young Europeans to
lose interest in Bible reading even within religious studies. According to Pollefeyt and Bieringer,
when young European students read the soeptwithout the full context of the biblical story,
many of these young students conclude that the Bible supports patriarciiydaisim, slavery,
anthropocentrism, violence, or intoleraffé&hese false conclusions that develop from an
incomplete undestanding of the Bible are also prolific within Western society. These same
misconceptions and concerns about the scriptures that are voiced among the youth in European
societies are also expressed within Western community members who may also be yegativel
reacting against the Bible because they feel the Bible is in opposition to their ideals. Religious

teachers in Western society must strategically devise methods to address these misconceptions

®Di dier Pollefeyt and Reimund Bieringer, fAThe Rol e
Ri sks and Chal |l en g el#ernationalDeuaa &f Practcal fTHeao@Bnio. 4 (2@05)011-139
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which are derived from incomplete, biblical knowledge. Religiteachers must also embark on
the campaign to impress upon community members that it is imperative to study the Bible within
its full contexti which will include studying and understanding the Biblés entirety
The Passive Aggressive Secularizatad North American Children

Kathleen Holscher explores the alliance that formed between Protestants and Catholics in
the fight to keep group prayer and group Bible reading in public schools. It was a fight that both
Protestants and Catholics realized wdmattle against the secularization of America

Young students in Europe and America nobly
denounce such societal ills as ahidaism, violence, and intolerance. However, without the
guidance of the scriptures thasable efforts toward a just society were cut off at the root when
prayer and public reading of the scriptures were removed from the public school system. Without
the guidance of Godés truths found in d@anhe scr
for mankind as it is defined within the context of the full Gospel, school children have been left
to selfdefine purpose and truth. Before the Supreme Court ruling in 1962 against state organized
or sanctioned prayer in schools, most sclicage childen were able to receive early
introduction to the scriptures and prajéBecause this was group prayer and group reading of
the scriptures, this introduction to prayer and scripture reading was accepted by school children
and, likely, accepted by many their peers. According to Holscher, etiérd of public schod
sponsored formal prayer in homero8hstudents and teachers prayed together in homeroom

and more than a quarter of the students participated in lunchtime’3@ewainly, parents were

“Kat hleen Holscher, AA Decision that Spits in the F
Fight Over Publ i c PThaQ@atholic Histodcal Begiv102 noR2e($pdng 20§6): 84368.

®Hol scher, AA Decision that -®its in the Face of Ou

9 1bid., 3406368.

47



ale to continue biblical education within the privacy of their homes; however, it may be that
separating children from among their peers during a critical time of prayer and biblical formation
may have greatly, negat i v e lwihpiayapaadahe 8iblefThe c h o o |
removal of group prayer and group Bible reading from public schools may be one of the most
significant, contributing factors in the secularization of North American chifdfenis
reasonable to hypothesize that Bible reading levels and interest in Bible reading have been
negatively impacted by the secularization of North American children.
The Pastoral Duty to Call Congregants to Scripture Reading

Jared Wicksadulatesvaticanl | 6 s Dogmatic Constitution on
Pope Paul VI exhorts Catholics to practice frequent and prayerful scripture ré&thigeks
encourages todaybés pastors to appreciate and
insists Rstors should introduce believers to reading the scriptures which will result in personal
encounters with GotP?

Pope Paul & VI 6s Dei Ve r ¢hortiy afisrahe SypreroenrCodrtg at e d
ruling against state organized or sanctioned prayesenigture reading in public schools.
Although it appears to be a response to the Supreme Court ruling, Wicks asserts that research
demonstrates that as early 1956 scripture reading was being promoted by the Catholics in

Venicel® The Catholics already hauh established history of addressing the great importance of

0 KathleenHolscheyti A Deci si on that Spits in the Face of Our
Midcentury Fight Over Public Prayer and Bible Readhrithe Catholic Historical Review02, no. 2 (Spring 2016):
340-368.

MJjared Wicks, SJ, fAScripture RBadi BgckggednWehanteDt
Theological Studie$4, no.3 (September 2005): 5580
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scripture reading among believers. According to Wicks, Cardinal Patriarch Angelo G. Roncalli
made a pastoral call to Venetians to follow the example of St. Lorenzo Giustinianii (1386)
who immersed himself in scripture readitfj The Cardinal urged the Venetian believers to take
up the scriptures and turn to Bible readifityVicksdobjective is to encourage pastors and
believers to appreciate and to apply Dei Verbum number 25 and, therebmebeejuvenated by
the practice of devout reading of the scriptdfés.
The Powerful Benefits of Bible Readignong Youths in England and Wales

Leslie J. Francis examines Bible readership amormp-15-yearoldsin England and
Wal es and concludes that Bible readerrhip i mp
Francis concludes that teens withintb3L5-yearsold experience a sense of purpose resulting
from reading the Biblé% Francis also cautionkat Biblereading and perceived purpose cannot
be viewed separately from belief in God and church attendance. Francis provides the methods for
measuring the sense of purpose amontpildh-yearolds and includes pertinent studies on the
impact of religionramong teens in England and Wales. Francis believes studies demonstrate
religion has a positive impact upon youths from childhood to adolescence.

According toFrancis thedata show a correlation between religion, church attendance,

and Bible reading, amstudents who exhibit openness, empathy, and positive dispositions toward

jJared Wicks, SJ, fAScripture Reading Urged Vehement
Theological Studieg4, no.3 (September 2005): 5580.

5Wicks,iScri pture Reading, o0 556.
108 |pid., 571.
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English, music, math, religious education, and assemBfidhese students also indicate a less
accepting disposition toward destructive practices, such as substant¥Tisestudes on the
correlation between religion or Bible reading among teens validate what other research fields
also conclude: Reaching children at a young age with positive influences can positively impact
their views of themselves. Specifically, the positiviiuences of Biblereading and church
attendance provide youth with positive outlsakdestablishes youths with the sense of
purpose

The Bible can be utilized as a positive influencer in the lives of yoAgrancis notes,
Bible reading enhances belief in God. Thus, it is a combination of Bible reading and the
increased belief in God that work together to bring about the changes described by the teens in
England and Wales.

Bible Reading Among Youths in the ied States

There is a true battle for the minds, hearts, and attention of Christians in the current
society, especially among childrénPu bl i ¢ school s today are overt
t he B PRublieschdols may not be a good pathsidroolage Christianchildren There is
a spiritual danger of allowing children to sit in secular, #@d public schools for over a dozen
f or mat i ¥#d&Remoeng chidred out of such hostile environments is one creative method

for re-establishing and securing Christian education and Bible learning among the younger

WLeslie J. Francis, fAThe Re |Pagosenife Among iIBBYeareen Bi bl e
O d Mental Health Religion & Culture3, no.1 (2000)28.

MWLeslie J. Francis, fAThe Rel ation®hip Between Bi bl e
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citizens. Homeschooling and Christian education enables parents to meet the biblical command
it o raise their chil dr eXltisuprealistictotirhpese Gporuybuhgu r e 6 0
children who are still in training themselves the burden of standing against an entire educational
systemand the burden afombating hostility daily. Sucan approach places a child in danger.
Homeschooling allows parents to train children in the Ghikistqualities the Bible commands
while providing a safe environment for children to learn about Gldtese kids that are
homeschooled, and their peerLhristian schools, are a different breed, it's a different
culture.t14
The Attempt to Create Morality Withothie Word of God

Some human rights organizations have an understanding that the Word of God is
foundational to a moral, just, and equitable soci®gme of hese human rights organizations
attempt to incorporate the Word of God into their processes for drawing stqtbeir
causes?!® David Mcllroy researched how Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) and
International Justice Mission (IJM) can better harness the Word of God to promote their human
rights effortst'® Mcllroy asserts that both CSW and 1JM must incorporate and provide its
audiences with a greater amount of scriptural understanding of select passages to enhance public
understanding of the CSW and 1JM moral stances.

Mcllroy provides an exploration of thwritings of two authors on the relationship

bet ween Christianity and human rights. Althou

113 E. Ray Moore!'Christians Urged to Pull Children from Public SchoolEje New America83,
no. 8 (April 2017): 8.
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wield the scriptures in the human rights efforts, Mcllroy contributes to the important question of
whether moral vales can be maintained in a society minus theeipth teachings of the Bible.
Mcl |l royds attempt to create a biblical and th
and IJM raisesheissue of breaking up the Gospel into parts and pieces to suppurjextive

(proof texting)i rather than understanding the Gospel is one, complete story that requires
understanding of the complete story as discussed by Daniel I. Block and Tom Steffen.

Li ke David Mcllroyds appr oac lbachepthet he scrip
scriptures with ambjective to alleviate social ills. Howell has developed and instituted four
hermeneutical approaches to the scriptures that will benefit marginalized British, Black
women!!’ Howell defines these approaches to interpretiegstiriptures as arbippressive
strategies for reading the Bibl¥

As Howell describes, dominant storytellers have silenced or buried certain voices and
events within the scriptures that require #4eléng in order to empower marginalized women
who hawe been oppressed by certain interpretive methidddsowell anticipates that
hermeneutical approaches thatsamine and institute stetglling from the perspectives of the
marginalized characters within the scriptures and examineststting from theperspectives of
marginalized hearers will help churches that desire to integrate marginalized groups into their

congregationg?°

"Maxine Howell, AToward a Womani st -ReadngineaBbel ogi cal
from British BI ac kBladoTheology:sAn IRtermatopaéJournBii7,ens. 1 (2009): 889.
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Howel | defines the Womanistobés Pi#edumat ol ogi
pedagogical approach developed for and by the imaliged2* WPP utilizes the experiences,
history, and cultures of African woméffMcllroyd s obj ecti ve to apply scr
societal ills was incomplete because he simply pulled biblical text to support an.agenda
However,Howelld Bermeneutical approaches to address societalelite more effective
Research on the impacts of Bible reading on commumémbersexperiencing societal illare
conclusiveBi bl e reading is essential to rbring fort!
community members from social bondage.

Faith and Empiricism

Driven by the objective to recover a spiritual approach to scripture reading, Gerald Bilkes
provides a brief perspective of how spiritual reading of the scriptures has become marginalized
by the desire for empirical knowledd€ Bilkes discounts a variety of incorrect understandings
regarding spiritual reading of the scriptures and calls for returning to the authority of the
scripturest?* Bilkes asserts the correct view of spiritual readingstsshe locus of meaning
remains within the scriptures and onebds heart
inventor of meaning®®

Science is a method of knowing. Science studies the systems and creations that God,

Himself, created. Faith is alsar@ethod of knowing. However, faith is the method of knowing

2lMaxine Howell, fAToward a Womani st -ReadingtnaBbel ogi cal
from British Bl ac kBlathTheology:sAn IRtermasopaéJournBii7,ens. 1 (2009)86-99.

2Howel I , 7 To wa@nedmatlogial Realagdg®eto9.
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that God calls believers to live by and to embr&ed does not call believers to live according
to evidenceGod calls believers to live dgith in God. Faith is the method of knowing that
requires Godods <cr eat i onThtowhottbiblisahistorymankimdd t o r e
hasbecome nr apt ured wi t h elieawanthasis idolatrodordhipisg cr eat i
the creation rather thanomshiping the Creator. Enraptured with the sun, moon, and stars, men
began worshiping those elements. This is the same patsothat Christians havfallen intoas
t hey hear what sounds t 0.0 <i@wes maray atsystem pr eac hi n
desgnedf or studyi ng and un ceatienWhat sbmenChrist@msadnGss a we s (
be guided away from iscorrectly viewingempiricism aghe nethodfork nowi ng Godé s
teachingsor the method fobelievingin Godd s  W®od siid it ionly the Holy Spirit that
reveals knowledge of God to the individu@he is only able to proclaim that God is the
Messiah, the Son of the living Gbg the power of the Holy SpiriMatthew 16:1517).Bi | k e s 0
purpose is to bring believers backhe authoriy of G o d\Wasd which, among many things,
will provide Christians a biblical starting pointldblically frameand to biblically test whether
societal teachingareheretical
The Impact of Secularism on Bible Reading

An increasedecularization of the local church has potentially helped to maintain low
Bible readership among Christianongregants. Joseph Effiong addresses the impact of
secularism on African Pentecostalism. The author attributes what has been called prosperity
teachng to the growing secularization of the African Pentecostal church. Udo believes the
various impacts of secularization on today©oés

more damaging to the local church than the church is willing to acknoei&dgddo points to

26Ef fiong Joseph Udo, @S evissidnaiad sont2 £018): 1B3#58t ecost al i s
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the secular notion of prosperity and how the secular concept of prosperity bears greatly upon the
messaging of the African Pentecostal churches. The damaging impacts of secularization to the
African Pentecostal churches that Udo obsemayg also be present within Western, local
churches.

As Udo observes within the African Pentecostal churches, the ideology and the messages
of todaybés West er n, -sHamed ay secutatism.rUddsaggesta that a deeper n g
look at the impais of secularization may show much greater damages to the church than what is
perceived from a surface examination. A growing disinterest in Bible reading may be one of the
greatest mpacts of secul ari zat ilfadhe sowmcdorigrowthist oday 6 s |
severednot only is individual, spiritual formation impacted but alse ability for the church to
flourishis jeopardized.

The Impact of Individualism on Bible Reading

Like Udo, Igor Bahovec seeks to provide a deeper look at the impacts of secular
ideologiesbut Bahovecds emphasis is on todayds West
of individualism on the citizen, twa&d cul ture,
secularism and the church, Bahovec sees a grave impact of individualism within the Western
society, viewing and addressing individualism as a crisis within the Western culture.

Bahovec describes individuali smpasdthempact s
lack of a common good within the socié®yBahovec also describes the impacts of
individualism as a confrontation to Western societye iftpact that Bahovec sees advancing

upon the Western society are the ideologies that Christian belieedydaraging into the church.

2llgorBahovec, AChristianity i n Crisindf Wasterh QuitureoRersomi t h | nc
Community, Dialog, Reflexivity, anR e | at i 8agsslbvii pestaik’5, no. 2 (2015): 33346
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This is significant because what Christians bring into the church begins to form, as Udo has
observed, the mission of the Church. The local church begins to embrace these ideologies that
have entered the churches through its avembers who serve like hosts carrying harmful
viruses. Like other secular ideologiéss likely thatindividualismwill negativelyimpact
Christian interest in Bible reading.
The Impact of Relativism on Bible Reading

Avery Dul |l es ¢u ao0=hemiBrraEiginde RapaXviewidgshe
destructive rise of r el at'¥®pullesaramnss the origimsiofct at or
Relativism which Dulles says Benedict XVI traces to Immanuel Kant, Friedrich Nietzsche, and
JeanPaul Sartré philosophers whom Dulles describes as having no moral absolutes.
Addressing the impact of relativism beyond theal Church, Dulles believes relativism has a
corrosive effect not only on hullesaSseristhe h but a
solution to Relativismdbs corrosive impact upo
procl ai mhsGaathbdt fear.t r u

Todayds equivalent to Benedict XVIbds o6dict
of political correctivism. As with Relativism
would be effective, also, in combating politicalbo r r ect i vi sm. The way to p
i s t o knowSeGuadsinsndividualigmhand relativism have infiltrated the local
churchesthrough its own memberplacing the life of the church at risk of secularization

however these teachgs can be corrected by guiding amdativelyrestoring Christians back to

reading theBible.

28Avery Dul |l es, Ndv@Det VeRglb, ac 3 (20173 RIS
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The Impact of Bible Reading dervice Within the Community

What some Churches are abounding in is the ideology of Community Service. However,
is this a goodndication of spiritual growth or a negative implication of the spiritual down
spiraling into a secular embrace of works over spiritual grewitcording taChristopher J.
Einolf, data from the Midlife in the United States (MIDUS)dy indicates that biblical
teachings are the driving force that encourage community service for some ChtiStians.

Einolf recites data that show Christians are motivatetthéyeachings of Christ to serve
their communities. The MIDUS study provides insight to the critical impact Bible reading has on
Christian believers. According to Einolf, in the MIDUS stugsrticipants state they are
impacted bythe examples of Jesus egdingl ove and goodness toward on
study suggests Christians are inspired to help othersrrading the teachings of Jeslike
study supports that Christian Bible reading c
withinChristans & | i ves. Participants also reported a
from scripture reading’®! The data from the MIDUS study can serve as a validation that Bible
reading does impact the behaviors of Christian Bible reaatelisnpact Christan spiritual
growth.

Bible Reading and the Old Testament

Terence E. Fretheim correctly believes the Old Testament!(bestament) must be

consulted for discussions on morality and ethics. However, Fretheim believes discussions on

morality and ethics that look to the Old Testament are either too difficult or completely

BChristopher J. Einolf, fAThe Link Between Religion
L a n g u Sogi@agyof Religio2, no. 4 (2011): 43855
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unfruitful’®Fr et hei mdos vi ew tulnessis ih dpposition to scholarawho u n f r u i
view theOld Testament as the critical foundation for the Grand Story of the Gospel.

Although Fretheim does not appear to have a full understanding Gfdhieestament,
which leads Fretheim to view tl@d Testanent as difficult or unfruitful in dialogues in morality
and ethicshestill attempts to consuthe Old Testament for discussions on ethics and morality.
Fretheim tackle®ld Testament discussions on these issues by developing a list of items gleaned
from the Old Testament thate believes Pastors should address. In his quest for answers
regarding morality and ethics, Fretheim turns
answers fromth®ldTest ament regarding todaydés moral an:
reading does provide Christians with necessar
(repent) ando bear fruits wortly of repentance.

Factors That Have Hindered Christian BiReading

M. Eugene Osterhaven examines previous attitudes of the Catholic church that blocked
congregants from scripture reading. Although the scriptures were regarded in high regard, early
Catholic congregants were viewed by Priests as not educated d¢ndalgé part in Bible
reading and interpreting scriptut&€.The high regard for the scriptures in the case of Catholics
served as a hindrance to congregaetgeloping knowledgm God 6s wor d and hinde
congregants in practicing reliance upon the Wor@aod through scripture reading. Osterhaven

reviews the changes that became evident in the Second Vatican Council that opened the door to

®¥Terence E. Frethei m, AWhat Biblical Schol ars Wi sh
| ssues i n t h&or& World3g, sact Ra(20&lyx 27306.

M. Eugene Osterhaven, @Th eReftrmed R&®®1hno.l1(1967):84m and t he
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scripture reading fo€atholic congregant€atholics werenow exhorted and encouragedraad
the Bible!3*

The Second Vatican Council greatly pushed for Catholic congregants to read their Bibles
and to rely upon the authority of the scriptures during a time when modern society was causing
significant damage to Bible reading in the public schools. Catholic congsegare eager to
read the scriptures for themselves and worked along with Protestant Christians in pushing back
against the risingnodern efforts to suppress Bible reading in public schiddls.

The Bible and Public Universities

Another obstacle to Bible ading as noted by Mark A. Pikewilse Ost er havenoés
observationsThe Bible being held in high regard workiedcounter readership of the Bible.

Pi ke notes the Bibleds significance has serve
modern, secularogietyas well In this case, because the scriptures are held in such high value to
believers in Christ, entities such as public universities have almost banned the scriptures from

being studied like other literature. Pike argues the Christian positibthéhacripturesnust not

beregarded and classified as Hierrature status by educational entitiexauseChristians

affirm the scripturesisthe authoritative Word of Gold®

Within public universities, the belief in the scriptures has led some public university
officials to inappropriately label studies of the scriptures as proselytizing. When public

universities do attempt to examine the Bible as literature, these publiesatiempt to separate

B4M. Eugene Osterhaven, @Th eRefdirmed R&®@&lhno.ll {1867)s5dh and t he
59.
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the Christian belief that the Bible is the authoritative Word of God. In such a case, this turns any
study of the scriptures into a bland work that is completelyrapresentative of the miraculous
literature that is the Bible.
Factors That Have Encouraged Bible Reading

Andrew Davis delves into the sensitive area of the role of the scriptures in-piapg.
Davis believes that conservative Christians must incorporate scripture reading and biblical
beliefs in the political area of oneds |ife.
political aspect of one life makes biblical sense.@ares demonstrate that God is to be
incorporated into evefcywldreala sefpaman éd 0 nl ioffe.on®
making decisions is a manade concept. It is even a concept that secular, modern society has
developed to bind and to comgleé Christian believer to put down his sword.

Davis argues against such a concept. Davis asserts the conservative Christian must bring
her biblical beliefs to the political area of her fé Davis reminds the believer in Christ of the
power of faithh n Goddés Word, exhorting believeéles to a
reminds Christiasof the presence of scripture in polioyaking among those who were
followers of Christ in biblical ages. The Christian in biblical ages applied thestafithe
scriptures to the political arena to the point of death.

New Ways of Reading the Bible: Combining HistoriCaitical
and Theological Methods
Like Gilkes, Stephen Plant suggests a new way of viewing the scrigdlaes Combines

the historicalcritical with the theological methoéie believes there is significant value to

B"Mark A. Pike, fABelief As An Ob slumal 6f Beligfs& V&Ruesa di n g :
24, no. 2 (2003): 15563.
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understanding the historical aspects behind the biblicat{®everalo her s shar e Pl an
approach to Bible readind\lthough the historicatritical method may be more widely

undertaken by biblical students, congregants have begun to participate in deeper learning and
reading of the scriptures and are now advancingiows methods of scripture reading.

Plant believes Christians must be open to new ways of reading the scriptures. To some
degree, Plantds position is acceptable. Howev
methods of scripture reading thatdire s t he reader away from Godods
Disagreement on biblical interpretation can increase disinterest in Bible reading among followers
of Christ asChristians often hold widely varying understandings of the scriptures and what
G o dphas of redemption means for their respective lives regarding freedom, equality, and
security’®® AlthoughP | ant 6 s s u grgoeeappropoiate fan@hyistidmsewho presently
have a firm under st andi ChgstiansfwhdGceeévdo Bible readiiga t i 0 n
must still be encouraged pick up the Bible and read\gain, as Bilkesnsists the interpretation
is drawn from the scripture itstirbughtheand t he r
guidance of the Hyg Spirit. However, everynterpretedNord of Godshould be validated by
examining further scripturd.hroughout biblical history, untrained believers in Christ have
become disciples and have been transfosmed by
Word and through t he pr a-ovheatherdhey warp mdturen a Godé s of

Word or babe$?*°

¥¥Stephen Plant, Aln the Bible it is God Who Speaks:
Epworth Reviev33, no. 4 (2006): -22.

19 Elizabeth L.Jemison, Christian Citizens: Reading the Bible in Black and White in the Post
emancipation South (Chagsill: University of North Carolina Press, 2020), 2.
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Conclusion

Thethemes ofChristian Identity, Spiritual Formation, TransformatiamdChristian
Sustainabilitythat arise from théterature revigv support the contention that Christian
readership of the Biblis significantfor Christian transformatiorAlthough hndrances to
scripturereading and causes iosufficient Bible reading among Christians vate aithorsare
unanimousn their acknowledgment th&tblereadingi s a cr i ti cal el ement f
spiritual growth and transformation

However, all authors have left a gap within their respective research. The gap that needs
to be addressed within the researcthésdevelopment of modetis creatively engage Christians
so that interest in Bible reading is ignitashong believers in ChtisThe review of the literature
alsohighlightsthere are a multitudef intertwined factors that evolweithin societiesandthose
intertwining eventsprogressivelyesserBible readershimmong followers of ChristThis
declinein Bible readng interesis even reported biyollefeyt and Bieringeto be present among
students of the Biblddowever, through their varioussearch approachdbe authors validate
thesignificanceof Bible readingn Christian discipleshifor transforming disciplesto
Christlikeness

Theological Foundatiors

GodisKing Godds kingship and hovasKihgisitheicorda er act
teaching of the scripture8s seen within the scriptureSod demonstrates His kingstthrough
His interactions with mankindt is essential for Christians to read the scriptures to develop a full
understandi ng of Go d dkroughoutteersaiptges,tGpd utliressHik i n g s h
interactions with mankind to demonstrétes power and mighty wiks, His judgmentdlis

covenantsHis prophesiesandHis plan of redemption for all mankind@hrough the scriptures,
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Christians understarttie birth, death, and resurrection of Christ, and other critical evidrgs.
Bible is an entire story with a bieging, middle, and future. Within this grand story, God
teaches about a fallen creation &fid plan of redemption for #hfallenworld. The teachings
that emerge from the narnasof these events are not merely good information. Thesbitegs
are critical for understandirthe Christian heritagehich comes from the sovereign Gadd
whichis the foundation for developing the Christian identiolical teachings have
implicationsfor the Christiarfaith. Biblical teachingd i r ect | y i mpact the Chr i
rely completely upoiGod. Christlived His life on earttrelying fully upon God. The Word of
Godempowes Christiangto be transformed intthe newidentity of Christ- so that Christians
can walkin full reliance upon Gods Chrisssowalked.

Some authors argder focusing the Gospel dihe centrality of the resurrectioBary
Haberma arguesfor the centrality of the resurrectitiaseduponl Corinthiansl514! Referring
to Apost | e PHheimédatesiittahtee neenntti,r e Chr i sti an f ai th
were not f or J¥Babamasalsorassers $aithe tuthiofdhe resurrection
makes a claim on our present actions, as well as our future existence. Both are integrated and
meaningful in Chr i $%Howener, tehtalzihgdhg gcripturesiame t hi c¢s . 0
singleevent greathyneglects the story of why the redemption is needele first place and
neglects to show G-iddbess thaoeghuall thet naratiesttcht depactvai n g
long-suffering God whdassuffered for generations with a people wbgected God for

centuries and who were continually relapsing into a backslidden.dtite God interacted

11 Gary R. Habermag,he Risen Jesus and Future H¢gpanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.,
2003), ix.

142 HabermasThe Risen Jesui.
1431pid., ix.
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with a rebellious and stHfiecked people providé&shristians an understanding of the kingship
and character of Gott is essential that Christianmead W the narratives throughout the
scriptures gaining an understanding of both Bkl andNew Testaments

When Christians lack the understanding of the grand story of the Bible, Christians are not
able to properly respond &wodddo dicdesfolmaifguand e me n t
Go d 6 s licead alcomtmanity of believetBrough whom God is gtified. A limited
knowledge of the scriptures that emphasizes one small portion lmbtloal storyi such as
narrowing down t h dhe @athdneréssrregionafrCtrishis ¢createdya t o
generation of Christians who have narrowed dowrisfianity to a meréeliefin Christ Such
Christiandack the understanding thiaglievers of Christmust makehe deliberate and
intentionaldecision to beomedisciplesof ChristA narr owed version ,of the
caused by a lack @ngoingBible readinghatdoes noencompasboth theOld andNew
Testamentshas created a generation of Christians who think discipleship and transformation are
optioral.144

Aln most Episcopal churches less tlgmercent of the membership attend a weekly Bible
study, and perhaps even fewer read the Bible on a daily basi®g Episcopal churches you
will not find a Bible in the pews. No one is ever asked to open one and turn to a given chapter
andversé r arely are Bibles actually used. Hence,

to benefit from daily Bible readirtf®

144 DallasWillard, The Great OmissiorRe c | ai mi ng Jesus06 Essen$anal Teachi
Francisco, Ca: Harpergp06) 297.

145 Marek P. Zabriskie, "The Bible Challenge and Why it MatteAs\fjlican Theological Revie@7, no. 4
(Fall, 2015): 647655.
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According to Zabriskie, the Bibleeading status of the Episcopal Church explains why
individuals who are not reading the Bible, who have no commitment to discipleship or
transformation, and who rarely attend church still view themselves as Chriétittris.a curious
phenomenonit provides insight to why many individuals who profess to be followers of Christ
do not resemble what the scriptures portray as Christlikehesiss seeks and expects a higher
level of Christian walk for those who profess tdidee in Christ!4’

Some attribute low Bible readership to an overall decline in all forms of reading;
however, the impact of removing Bible readership from the Christian commutikg &n
untrained person haphazardly cuttagayat electrical wiring WhenChristians cut oftcripture
readingas insignificaninddisregardheimportanceof the Grand Story of the Biblsuch
untrainedChristiansareeffectively cutting off and dismatiing their veryaccess to thanointing
oil, the Spirit of Godwhich God uses to sustain His creation.

God provides this essential message within the scriptures about the Spirit of God: It is by
the Spirit that all things are created, exist, and areisest@dJohn 1:4). It is by the Spirit that
God provides for His creation. It is by the Spirit that all things are possible (Zedh#4p. God 6 s
Spirit is the anointing oil. Zechariah 4124 pr ovi des a vi sual of Godods
empowering, enablingingreglint t o t he | amps. I n the passage,
golden oil drips from the olive branches. It drips into the receptacle of the two gold pipes from
which the golden oil drains. This gol den oil

vessels and lanterns into which GualirsHis golden oil

16 DallasWillard, The Great OmissiorRe c | ai mi ng Je s us 0 DiEcipleshipf$an al Teachi i
Francisco, Ca: Harperap06) 297.

147 GregOgden Essential Guide to Becoming a Disciple: Eight Sessions for Mentoring and Discipleship
(Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2016).
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Several scriptural passages speak about Go
carryoutworkssuch as when God anoints Aaronnand his

Exodus30: 30. The scriptures al so poienngoiltwhicht hi s i

is the Spirit of God, can and must be accesse
is the driving, enabling power for all things
oil.

In several passages, the followngpo ncept s are | inked together:

Goddbés Spirit, Godbébs anointing-106i,| ,Ela nda hGosdpdesa k
Word, prophesying the bin of flour shall not be used up nor the shall the jar of oil run dry until

the day thd.ord sends rain on the earth. This passage and others (2 Kgs2Klgs 4:4244;

Matt25:213) point Godds people to the understandi

for provision, for establishing, for sustaining all things, and for knowiogdG Goddés oi | ,

Godbés Spirit, is t hegviagapddifemitdingfarce that Gosl pravidesi n g ,
for His people until Christés return.
God also il |l uminat e $elidvdrsan Christha ro ugdc €Good 6Go dMb¢

Spirtand ® d 6 s e mp o Whenm therbgliever fiills herself with the Word of God, she is
filling hersel f Iwhetgdiden®d pisi as tha widow fillediumtige vessels

with the oil in 1 Kings 17:136. When an individual believes the §xel and responds
appropriately to the Gospel, simendi sGofdidlsl iSmpg rh
power begin to be at work within the life of the individual. John 1:14 states the Word was made

flesh. When the individual takesinGoé¢ Wor d, the individual takes
anointing oil.This means that whembeliever of Christills up on the Word of Godhe believer

fills upwith the empowering, anointing oil and Spirit of Géar this reason, it is impenat
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t hat bel i ever s #aydnd nightps the wido batievess misi fill dpheir
vessel with Garddhe oil ithreotorunidm. Goddnas lgiven His people the keys
to the Kingdom of Heaven in showing His peopl
golden oil and Spiritwhen the believer in ChriéitlsupwithGod s Wor d ( by readi nq
scripturesthe believer in Chridilsup wi t h Godés anointing oil . T
empowering oil that s usiaadthe believer dareacoe8sadddns i s Go
Spiritand experience fresh aiirough he Word asthe scriptures shom Zechariah 4.
Theoretical Foundations

According to Philip Goff, Arthur Farnsl ey,
Bible reading in Americaginety-five percenf Americans are reading the Holy Bidfé. These
researchers assert that Americans demonstrate a favorable view dilenéBiowever, the
readers selfeport as reading the Bible only montf# Nine percent of American Bible readers
report reading the Bible daily, according to Goff, Farnsley, and Thd&sBaginning with the
Old Testament, Christians must be creatiughjited to increase in Bible readershijreatively
re-training Christians teembracehe Grand Story of the Bible can bring a new excitement to the
scriptureghat Christians have been trained previously to overlook.

TheOld TestamenBuilding Block
TheOld Testament is the critical building block for understanding the scriptures are a

Grand Story of Godds pl an o fTheOld Bestamertt pravides f or t

148 Philip Goff, Arthur Emery Farnsley, and Peter Johannes ThugberBible in American LiftNew
York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2017), 10.

149 Goff, Farnsley, and Thuesefhe Bible 8.
01pid., 10.
Blpid., 6.
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an overview to Godoés plan of r eses¢thmpuestiomn t hat
regarding His vineyardiwhy, then, when | expected it to bring forth good grapes did it bring
forth wild grape80 God proceeds, then, to explain what He will do to His vineyénd house of
Israel. Throughout the scriptures, Godstas t hat Godds pl an of [ udgme
extended to the Gentile nations: Thawoks of Genesis, Daniel, and Revelation are three; well
known sources that inform the reader of Godos

Readingand preachinghe scriptures from beginning to epwbvides Christians with a
great understanding of Godés mighty power, Go
inti macy with those who are Goddés chmohdren. O
areas of scripture to read during times of tribulation; however, reading through the scriptures
from beginning to end provides the Christian reader with a much deeper sense of security.
Reading the scriptures from beginning to end provides the Chrisialer with a foundational
understanding of Goddéds power, kingship, sover
apply to every area of lifduringtimes of challenge. More importantly, reading the scriptures
from beginning to end gives thenfistian reader a complete foundation on which to stand.

Thelmpactof the Resurrection of Christ

A life altering, miraculous event altered the trajectory of a group of people from a destiny
of death to a destiny of lifé life altering, miraculous event transformed a group of sinimtos
followers of Christwho gave their lives to preach Jesus wasedirom the deaduthors who
view the resurrectionf Christas the central focus of the scriptures argue the miraculous event of
Jesus rising from the deaddconquering death is the central teaching of the scriptures because
this miraculous everdf the resurrectiomnvas so powerful that it affected change withia th

withesses

68



The Children ofsrael likewise witnessed miraculous events during the ultb the
exodusWhy, then, did thdewssoonforgot Go d 6 s nbaakshide? Theyquickiy d
revertedto their disbelief anturnedbackto their old habits and desires Egypt evenafter
Godperformed such mightsiraclesin Egypt and at the parting of the Red Séet, regarding
the life-changing resurrection of Christ, Habermas notesfthifh e se experi ences
the lives of the disciples. They were willing to die for this belief that Jesus was risen from the
dealtf. o

The disciplesd yivlkes mier2ac slooas tevendt bof
even years following the death and resurrection of Christ, the Jews continued preaching the
Gospel anegvenendured persecution because of their deep belief that Christ rose from the grave
to sit d theright hand of GodThis validates the appropriemiesof placing great significance on
the resurrection of Christ

Throughout the scripture&od continually demonstrated His power tankindthrough
a variety of events. Yethesurge of discip-makingresulted directly fronthe resurrectionThis
testifies totheuniqueness of the resurrection miraclehe changed lives of those who witnessed
the resurrectioprovides insighgto what is needed ttreate a lifechanging event within the
lives of Christians: The story of the resurrection.

The story of the resurrectidras great significanc@owever, thelews had a significant
understanding of th King who was to com# the JewsTheJewsunderstood their history, and
theyanticipatedhe King. A history of storytellingreceded the birth of ChrisThrist was the
anticipated Savior of the Jewkhis demonstrates the Jews, themselves, relied heavily upon the

foundational story of the scriptureghich put the Jews in great expectation of their coming

152 Gary R. Habermag,he Risen Jeswsd Future HopgéLanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.,
2003), Chpt. 9.
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KinggThe Jewsd under st amodelfor Christidns teday: Chpstiamg neusti st
know thecomplete background story and work of Gaéal appreciate fully theoming of Christ

and thework of Christ on the cros€hristiars must delve into the full gospel of the scriptures.

For Christians toaly, the full gospel of the scriptures consists of the entire canon, from Genesis

to Revelation.

Thesamemiraculousresurrectiorevent thaempowered disciples to endure persecution
andempowered Christiarnt® preach the Gospel can atsumpelChristians back to the Gospel
when Christians understand the full story of a Christ who was anticipated and who was
prophesied to come for several generatiding resurrection is the symbol of rising from death
tol i f e 1 n ever yneachiadvidwalflifeTheredodesit islfitting #at the story of
the resurrection be employed to revive Bible reading among Chriddang&ver, ay
fragmented story can only balsserviceo its reader The miraculous resurrection of Christ
served to increase faith; conversely, narrowing down the grand story of the Bible solely to the
resurrectiorof Christwould greatly hinder the growth of faith.

Authors can justify placing a significant focus on thsurrectionhowever there is no
justification for Christiandiving with only a fragmented knowledge of the grand, biblical story
How can one understand a story when significant portions of the story are missing? Truly, the
only way to appreciate the significance of the resurrection is to understand the entire, grand story
of the Bible.The miraculous resurrection of Christ impactee Jewsaand Gentileso greatly
thatthey gave their lives for the Gospel. The answer to encouraging Christians back to the
Gospel must be found within this sastery; however, thentire grandstory of the Biblemust
betold. So me t e a c h eordsrecoghize e ichfodandd/ of employing ghend story of

the Bibleand are developing strategies to build Christian intemastading the complete gospel.
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A Theoretical Model tilizing Reading Strategies

One model that has beanplemented to increase Bible engagement among Christians is
the planning and implementation of Bible reading strategiesobjective ofplanning and
implementing Bible reading strategigsems to focus on scheduling congregants and ministry
participantsn Bible readingsessionslesigned to increase Bible knowledBarticipating
congregantsvill undertake Bible readindaily for a specifiedamount of timeFacilitators then
gauge whether there is an increase in Bible knowledge apwotigipants or whether
participants experience increased spiritual growthwever, this process does not address
igniting or increasing interest in Bible readersthiigests for knowledge, but not for interest.

Devotional and Individual Application

Frarzen describes two ways of Bible reading: Devotional ways of reading theiBible
reading until something strikes the individua
applying portions of %#heautherxdscriigle sécéneé methadd i v i d u
as individuals reading the Bible with the understanding the biblical author wrote within a specific
context; the reader then attempts to draw out
audience and contextHowever, the typidanterpretive approach to the Bible that tends to
focus onthe search for a selected text's meaning as a historical, static entity shaped by the
historical contingencies of its particular context has too often left the church wondering what the

Bible might actually say in contemporary settimjs*

153 Aaron B. Franzen'Reading the Bible in America: The Moral and Political Attitude EffégView of
Religious Researchb, no. 3 (2013): 39311.

4 Mark A. Maddix and Richard P. Thompson, "Scripture as Formation: The Role of Scripture in Christian
Formation," Christian Education Journal 9, no. 1 (2012)9S
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Another Bible readingnethod entails theonsistent study of the entire canon which gives
the reader the ability to understand greater
Grand Story. This method draweaders increasingly further into the scriptures, precept upon
precept. Undrstanding the Grand Story of the Bible empowers the reader. This is the manner of
Bible reading that Grace Abounds Association of Pastors désiiggste in individuals who
profess to believe Christ

A Theoretical Model Utilizing the Grand Story of tBéle to Ignite Christian Bible Reading

Some followers of Chriginderstand he scri ptures tel]l Godds p
the world. This Grand Story includes baltle Old andNew Testaments. Having this
foundational understanding of the Grand Story of the scriptures moves the reader beyond the
view of scriptures as simply a book of rules, regulations, and laws. Such a limitedfview
regulations and lawisinders the Christianreadéd s i nt er est -framinggheb!| e r ead
overall message of the scriptures (from merel
of redemption) is essential in developing Christian interest in Bible reading. Improving the
understandingf whatis contained within the scriptures may be the initial objective to achieve in
the effort to bring Christians forward in Bible reading.

Bible reading has been linked, primarily, to spiritual formation; however, even spiritual
formation is only a fragmemtf what needs to be understood about the contents of the scriptures.
It is the Grand Story that must be understd@iaristians will, then, begin to contemplate how the
Christian, imself, f i t s wi t hi n Créatve Measu@aust hedtaked tpmvide .

Christians a glimpse into the Grand Story of the scripturaspiringChristians to pick up their
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Bibles and readMichael W. Goheemlsoexpresses the importance of moving away from a
fragmented form of Bible reading and stresses readinBithe as one stor}?®

Marek ZabriskiebelievesThe Bible Challengereates a practical method for Christians
to readthe complete gospét® Readingtiogetheras a groupgroup members reatirough the
entire canorby assiging daily readings>’ The method can be utilized for individuathiurches
and other entities. The growgeheduled readings make reading consistency easier to achieve
when groups reatie assigned readings together. The method includes reading three chapters of
the Old Testamnt and additional small portions of scriptyrasd the Psalms whighthe most
utilized book of the scriptures, for both Jews and ChristizfiiEhe participants reathrough the
assigned booksntil they readentirely through the Biblaithin one yeat> The Bible Challenge
is a simple design; however, its significance lies within the group approach which allows group
members to encourage each other through the readings.

Viewing and reading througiheBible as a grand story is bothreethod and a necessity.
The success of the Bible Challenge testifies that some Christians desire to incorporate more

scripture reading to their daily scheduleowevertheyrequire a method and support

155 Michael W.GoheenA Light to the Nations: The Missional Church and the Biblgt@iry(Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2011).

156 Marek P. Zabriskie, "The Bible Challenge and Why it Matteds\fjlican Theological Revie@7, no. 4
(Fall, 2015): 64755.

157 7abriskie, "The Bible 0 -%b64 7

BBRW.LMoberly, A0l d Testament Theology: Reading t
Scripture (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2013), 211.

159 Zabriskie, "The Bible Challenge647-55.
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Alt seems that many who already cotirdmselvess believers are hungryfamished,
reallyif or a rudi mentary® nowledge of the truth.od
Traditionally, the lost have been viewed as those who blatantly reject Christ. However,
studies are showi ng tTheytre thdseewhdido odt readl thescrgptureso r e
consistently and regularlyhey have no Bibles within their churches, and they have opted out of
discipleship.There is no transformation occurring within their lives; yet, they view themselves as
Christians.They havebeen swept away by secularizatianmd they do not even knotviHosea
7:9 states their dilemma in this waAliens have devoured his strengtiut he does not know it.
Yes, gray hairs are here and there on lyimhe does not know. %!
In Luke 15, the lost are placed into three classificationgisyating one parable three,
differentways The lost sheep, the lost coin, and the prodigal Bbe.lost sheep represehbse
far and wide who are losthe lost coin representsdse closer to home who are |0Ete

prodigal son representsasewho arewi t h i nowrGrmet Girsle who are l03f2

160 J.1. Packer, J. ., and Gary A. Parréirounded in the Gospel: Building Beliegethe OldFashioned
Way(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2010).

161 Hosea 7:9

162Kenneth EBailey, Jacob and the Prodigal: How Jesus Retold Israel's Story (Westmont:
InterVarsity Press, 2003).
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Chapter 3: Methodology
Research Methodology and Rationale

This study tilized a qualitativephenomenologicalesearch desigrselecting participants
by purposve sampling.The researcher proposeddiscover what are thematic elements or
events experienddy individuals who profess to know Christ or profess a desire to know Christ.
Examining these themetie researchesought tadiscover what can ignite, inspire, encourage, or
increase Bible readingiven the expressed themEsnploying a phenomenologicapproach
the lesearcher pursued the evaluation of shared experiences of Christians wiheaseifd
their level of Bible readershifhe researcher chose the phenomenological approach to gain an
insightful look at what motivates Christians to readrtB&les and what is hindering those who
profess to follow Christ from reading their Bibles

Intervention Design

The researcher selected a samplinfjvef individualsrepresenting a Christiatentric or
goalcentricportion of the communityParticipants identified alselievers inChristand
demonstratedaryinglevels of Christ knowledge&ome participants served previously as
contributors taGoalGettersSuperHeroes Magazifl&GSH).GGSH is an online publication of
Grace Abounds Association of Pastors. Through its online publishing branch, GAAP publishes
writings through a variety of its publications.

The researcher conductagre-guestionnairea reading o GAAP writing, and a post
qguestionnaire to all participanfBhe questionnairesnd readingsvere conducted by telephane
The questions were designed to measewels of Bible readership and to determinghé

writings of Grace Abounds Association of PastmysitesChristian interest in Bible reading
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Quialitative research allows the researcher to systematically search for amswers
interpret phenomeniay examining individuals within their social settifg8i Qu al i t at i v e
research is grounded in the social world of experience and seeks to make sense of lived
experiencé'%* The phenomenological approasis the best approachdohieve the
researcherds objective of gai MmiPrhge niomeingH to gti ¢t
focus on describing what all participants have in comasthey experience a phenomeff@x.
grief is universally experiencedy> Additionally, fiThe basic purpose of phenomenology is to
reduce individual experiences with a phenomen
this end, qualitative r ¥ Jsappodcktothesiudyalled i fy a
the researcher to focus on the Alived experie
subjective and objective of shared experiences with oth@is.enable the researcher the ability
to examine the phenomenon of laverest inBible readership among Christians, the researcher
chose ayjualitative research desidor the study.

Another aspect that makes the research best suitegpf@m@menological approach is
the number of participants within the research. The phenomenological approach allows the
researcher to work with a grouptbfee to fouindividuals or a group dén to fifteen

individuals!®® Data collection procedures of apended questionnaires and data analykis

163 Tim SensingQualitative Research: A Muitlethods Approach for Doctor of Ministry Projects
(Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2015y7.

164 SensingQuialitative,57.

165 J.W. CreswellQualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches
(Thousand Oaks, Ca: Sage Publications, 201R),

166 Creswell,Qualitative 76.
167 |bid., 76.

168 |pid.
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examining statements and determining their meanings also make the phenomenological approach
most applicable to the resear@iven these conditions, the researcher determargalitative
phenomenological approach was the best intervention design for the research ftoblem.
Setting

By telephone, the researcher provided participants with pre and post questionnaires along
with reading materiaThe researcher administered the questionnbiyesadinghe
guestionnaires to participantgriting out participant responseand reading the GAAP writing
to participantsSome participants answered the questionnaires and listened to the readings while
at work. Some patrticipangsweredhe questianaires and writings by phone, but within their
homesOther participants received the questionnaires, by phone, during break hours at their
work locations. Thisnay have some i mpact on the participa
responses; however ghesearcher believes each participant provided responset® fedlgh
respondent ds satisfaction.

Participants were free to answer the questionnaires without being encumbered with
writing out their own responses. This was a positive attribute afttitlyand encouraged
participation, allowing participants to answer the questionnaires while on work Hiealts
also a positive attribute of the study to have the written material read to particijastseated
more patience among participarfsr the researcher, this ensured thadry portion of the
written material was redthoroughlyand that every question of the questionnaiasefficiently
read Participants were free to answer questionnaires according to their interpretations. The

reseacher did not guide participants to the meaning of questions or expound upon questions.

169 3 W. CreswellQualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches
(Thousand Oaks, Ca: Sage Publications, 2(83B),
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This allowed the researcher to demonstratpect for the individual interpretatioof
participants while also allowing participants to feel a senseitinomy
Population

The locations of the participants péada significant role in the population samples. The
locations were Hollywood, California; Los Angeles, California; treMonterey Bay aremn
California. The researcher focused thre specific areaof Hollywood within Los Angeles county.
Within this demographic are populations of individuals who are difékt and working to
towardgreat, life ambitionsis actors, musicians, fikmakers, dancers, screenwriters, artists,
models, producers, studentsisiness ownerand moreThe Hollywood area is intensiweith
desire, belief, hope, and daring spirkany of those within this specific population are
individual s who may be consi der epossasfre,havi ng t
passionand fortitude to step out on faith to achieve their dreénssfrom this segment of the
Hollywood population that writerdusiness owners, and a vayief talented individuals are
selected ta@ontribute toGoalGetters SuperHeroes Magazink is from thesecontributors that
the researcheselected somparticipants for the study.

The practice of hope in God is evident and aciiveng these individualé sense of
being called to achieve their dreams and goals is a driving force that compelSdaheas
forward in their endeavorgor some GoaGetters, lhis powerful, driving forcdas what connects
them tofaith in God. Their faith in God is then expressed and cultivated in different Wags.
|l evel s of Bible reading vary. The researchero
laced with biblicateachingscanignite greater interest iBible reading among some participants
within this group who alreadyemonstrata strong faith and actively walk theirfaith as they

trust in God taactualizetheir dreams.
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Anothersamplegroup islocated within the Monterey Bay area, in Central California.
Through previous GAAP community engagement activities, the researcher made these
observationskor the Monterey County Bay Arethe population consists oftired personsis
well asfamilies withschootagechildren.The addition of California State University, Monterey
Bay has increased the number of college age students within the 29dar®ld age range;
however, thisareaebbs and flows witincoming and outgoingtudens. The areaalso includes
farmers,field workers, construction workerandsomeinformation technologyvorkers that
commute to the tech communities, such as Sunnyvale, CalifGimése are alsgeneralcareer
employeesand office workers

Within the Monterey Bay areaimilar toHollywood, numeroushurches existyet, both
areas havbeeen previouslyatedby Pew Researchdbterto behigh, unchurched area
However, among those who do attend chureérgtis acontrast between the population of
Hollywood GoalGetterswhorely upon God and/lonterey CountyCentral California
community members who rely upon Gédanong those in Hollywood, the Ge@lettersrely
heavily uponGod toanswer anéccomplish their dream$heirtrust in Gods highly energized,
and perhaps a€dnalinefilled, as they take great risksusing in God to achieve their goals.
Among those in the Monterey County, community membalysupon God fosustaining their
families but alsahey rely upon God for thelropes and dreams for their families

Someparticipantdn Monterey Countyhave a rooted history ichurch attendan¢ehurch
activities, and some Bible readirigesidents that do not attend chutehd to have &ng
history of non-churchattenédnce At least one residem¢enagesaid he never heard of Jesus
The population appeadto beeitherconsistenChrist followers oistrongly opposed to

Christianity, pursung a conglomeration of spiritual beliefs.
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It is from the population of those who firmly believe in Chastl who show signs of
being dedicated followers of Chrigtat the researcher has sand@eportion of the population
within the Monterey Bgp Area The researcher hypothesizdat Bible reading levels euld
range from low to midevel Bible reading within a setfefining questionHowever, the
researcher considered additional factoight make this group less receptiveo  GAAPG6s cr e a
writings. An important difference between the two areas isdtestivesn Hollywood,
Californiatend to demonstrate more openness to creativity; while the MoriBaxeprea
populationwhich hasoffice workers, farnworkers, construction workers, and general career
employeesnay not be receptive to creativity. To compensate for this differential, the researcher
selected a highly controversial writing that was not only relevant to the MonteredrB8ay
population but Bo was controversial and relevant to the Hollywood populafithough the
areas contain two different populations, both populati@vea stake irthe controversialssue
of family separations at the border.

Samplingand Processes

The researcher pnarily implementedgurposivesamplingin selecting participants
however the researcher algmployedmaximum variation samplingVhat purposive sampling
means within the study is thaithin a specific communitythe researcher has selected
individuals who understand the importance of Bible reading and who are aware of the
phenomenon of low Bible readership among individuals who profess to be Christians. The
participants are representative of what Sensing describa sypidalAopulation that is
generally knowl edge ab {%withantihe study, thehparticipants $ef c t  a 't

describe their Bible readershipa range ofevels.

0 Tim SensingQualitative Research: A Muit¥lethods Approach for Doctor of Ministry Projects
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To gather more participants and to include a variation of particidantin and Guba
suggest utilizing maximum variation samplitig According to Lincoln and Guba, maximum
variation sampling allows the researcher to include a broad range of perspectives while also
enhancing inclusivity/?

Implementing methods of purposive sampling and maximum variation sampling, the
researcher setted a group of Christians of varying agestuwes,gendersmarital status, and
employmentOne aea in which the participants were similaasin their belid in Christ.

However, in selecting previous contributors of GGSH Magazine as one seticippats and
selecting additional samplings froxtonterey County, Central Coashe researcher developed
two sets ofChristiangroups.

The first group which represented contributors of GGSH Magazine had unique qualities
in addition toprofessing to be believers in Christ. Théectionof participants were community
members who were activelyorking to achieveareer objectives his group represents a
distinct group of Christians because they share a unique journey-tdkisgwithin their daily
lives, andthey share the enhanced ability to ti@std as they strive to achieve career objectives
and to build their livesAlthough all Christians rely upon God throughthe daily Christian
life, this group of GoalGetters demonstia aheightened abilityo trust in God as they endeavor
in risk taking This ability to take risksyhile relying upona heightenedrust in Godis an active

part of thedaily livesof GoalGettersas they work to achievde and careedreams

1 Tim SensingQualitative Research: A Multlethods Approach for Doctor of Ministry Projects
(Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 201B3.

172 SensingQualitative 84

81



Thesecond sampling group also represengroup that is distinct in some measuree Th
secondyroup represents Christians who not only profess to have a relationship with Christ but
also who exhibit active participation seeking God through studyitgo d 6 s Wor d and t h
additional meansThis secondgroup expresssan ongoing, active desire for Chrishe
Christian participants within the second gragiknowledge the importance of Bible reading and
read the Bible at varying levelShey speak of teance upon God s  War dady living, and
they are knowledgeable about varying portions of the scriptures.

Where the samplings all vari@hswithin the levels of Bible readership. The level of
scripture reading each participant expressed or expedemas of significance to the researcher.
The researcher believed a participantds curre
much impacthe writingswould haveamong participantd'he researcher believed it is within
thegroup of Christiartommunity membergho demonstrate an intermediate to high level of
Bible readership that GAAP writings would witness the most impact among Christians.
However, among the samplisgf GoalGettersparticipantsthe researcher belied&€&AAP
writings would impact Hollywood, Gidornia participants in a variety of waysegardless of
thar existing levels of Bible reading.

Role of theResearcher

AHer meneuti c t heor yintapregtheensanihgmhsomethingdront an o n
some perspective, a certain standpoint, a praxis, or a situational context, whether one is reporting
on oneds own findings or report *Wghinthee per spe

study, he role of theesearcheis an inclusive stancé* An inclusive stanceneans the

13 Tim SensingQualitative Research: A Multlethods Approach for Doctor of Ministry Projects
(Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2011)].
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researcher had a stake in the research and its out@tiisestanceequiredthe researcher to
identify potential forbiases and agendasmitigatethe regonable human componehat the
researcher works from presuppositions and dal
about God, ecclesiology, and pastoral ministry.

Theinclusive stancalsorequired thdacilitatorto view the participants as individuals
rather han subject$’® Because@me participants served as previous contributors to GGSH
Magazinethe researcher had sorfailiarity with some participants; therefore, it was critical
for the requirements of an inclusive stance to be observed by the reséaachet t 0 Avi ew t
context and the people not as objects to be studied, but as people deserving of respect, dignity
and r eckiphe tadlitatbfys or o | eensummgcthht eatteparticipant had his narrative
equally presentectultivatingh an envi ronment that is free from
intimidation, victimization, or discrimination on the groundsex, race, color, ethnic or
national origin, disability, religion, sexual orientation, age, marital status, language, social origin,
political opinion,property, birth, or status

Rights and Well Being dfluman Subjects and Ethical Principles

Working with human subjects requirdge researcher testablish protections of the rights

and weltbeing of humarparticipants |1t i s t h eandobligatiato doneharms ai m

participants or to community populations from which participant s$aggpare conducted. This

15 Tim SensingQualitative Research: A Multlethods Approach for Doctor of Ministry Projects
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endeavor includes implementifgur, core ethical standards eésearchRespect for persons,
beneficencejustice, and respect for communitié$

fEthics is concerned with the principles of right and wrong. Questiomlity and
what it means to be honorable, to embrace goodness, to perform virtuous acts, to generate
goodwill, and to choose justice above injustice constitute the study of. effid® conduct a
safe and ethical studiat ircludesinteractionsvith human subjectsvithin the study, the
researcheis obligated to ensure the privacy of participantstarehsure minimal risks to
participants. Those risks include political, personal, and other Rsikscy includes protecting
the anonyrity of the participants and protecting participant dB&fore initiating work with
human subjectshe researchaerompleted allnstitutional Review Boardequisites and
established ethical safeguatdsnsure research standards and human subject pnoseotice
met. Approval to conduct t he RawlndgspchookoE gr ant e
TheologylnstitutionalReviewBoard(IRB). The researcharompletedCITI training, as required
by the IRB for conducting study with humaarticipantsSee AppendiA for IRB approval

Study Announcement arRlecruitment Script

Utilizing the database dboalGetters SuperHeroepreviouscontributors, the researcher
recruited participants biglephonavho previously contributed to the magazine between 2000
and 2004Employing therecruitment templateghe researchemnouncd the upcoming study
the purpose of the study, and described peyiousGGSHcontributors would be suited for the
study. Also, uilizing the same recruitment script, the researcher contacted by telephone

community members at local churches

179 Tim SensingQualitative Research: A Multlethods Approach for Doctor of Ministry Projects
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The recruitment script was also employedadd-call additional community membetts,
provide community membermformation about the stugyand toscreen community members
for participation.Theresearcheimplementedhe templatéo meet precise language and protocol
expectationsvhencontacing community memberand previous contributors @oalGetteri
Super Heroes Magazin€&he recruitment script template was designed by Liberty University.

Informed Consent

Al nformed consent means the knowing consen
of their choice, free from any elementfrdud, deceit, duress, or similar unfair inducement or
ma ni p u & here ara twd purposes for which the researehrloyedhe consent form:
First, to request participantsd permission ANt
study.Theconsent form provides the researcher with written acknowledgment of the
stakehol der sd a gS$eeoadne prdavidetinformaten td partidipants albmut the
research. Informatioprovided includes written information to potentiadtakeholders abotite
purposes and processes the stddya collection procedures, voluntary nature of the study
protection ofanonymity and theconflict-of-interestdisclosue.
Purposeof the Study

The researchenvited firsttime participants in Grace Abounds Association of Pastors
and those newly introduced to GAA#R, participate in a research study that seeks to ignite and
increase Christian Bible reading. Selected Participants met these specific criteria: Participants
were previous or current GAAP contributors or newly introduced to GAAP. Patrticipants

professed tde followers of ChristParticipants currentlitold or are completing a Bachelor's

181 Tim SensingQualitative Research: A Multilethods Approach for Doctor of Ministry Projects
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Degree oparticipants aravorking towardothercareeror life objectives Additionally,
participants may express current challengeamjnone of the following areabinarcial, family,
or career challenges

Seekingto measure the impact of writings ®AAP to determine if the writinggnited
interest inBible readership among participants who profess to follow Chinstresearcher
evaluatedible readership amongarticipants before and afteistening to awriting by Grace
Abounds Association of Pastoils.h e r e s supposttibnevaitasincreasedterest in
Bible reading among Christiangll positively impact spiritual formation arhristian identity,
giving glory to God.
Processes of the Study

Participants werasked to participate in the following activitidgerbally responding to a
pre-questionnairghatcontairedeleven questions, listening to one written item by Grace Abounds
Association of Pastorandresponding tmne postguestionnaire¢hatconsised of four questions.
The combined, total amount of time requireasfifteen minutes
Voluntary Nature of the Study

Potential participantexercisedheright to refuse participation in the research
Participants alsexercisedhe right towithdraw from the study at any timéhe voluntary nature
of the researched allowed participantsdpé&on towithdraw from the studgnd toexcluce the
par ti ci framthe general @lteciomprovided the datavasnot enteredpreviouslyinto
the general collection of questionnairAd data pertaining to the participant would destroyed

immediately.
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Data Security

The consent form will also inform stakeholders that data is securely stored where it
cannotbe viewed by others. The consent form will inform stakeholdtertsnoidentifying
information will be made public withoat h e s t a wrétbhadnsestr s 6
Risks to Participants

The risks to participants were minimal, which means any risks were equal to the risks
participants would encounter in everyday li@onsequentlythat means the study would not
negatively impact participants in any way.
Benefits to Participants

Participatingndividuals would potentially experience an ignitetérest in Bible
reading.
Anonymity

To protect the privacy of participantgrticipation in the studwas anonymous. The
researcher did not collect any personal, identifying information from participants.
Conflict of Interest Disclosure

The researcheserves as founder of Grace Abounds Association of Pastors. To limit
potential conflictsinformation that identifies the participantaswnot collectedThis disclosure
wasmadeto give autonomy to participants diecide if the relationship vould affect participant
willingnessin the study. No actiorwastakenfor or against ap individual based on his or her

decision to participateor not to participatan this study.
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Implementation of Intervention Design
Overview of the Intervention Process

The researcharonducted by telephone a gyaestionnaireareading, and a post
guestionnaireAfter seeking moditation approval by the Institutional Review Boaul,
encouragevillingness toparticipde, the researcher reduced the total time of dali@ction from
one- hoursessiongo fifteen- minutesessionsParticipants were free to end the questionnaire
and reading session if data collection extended beyond fifteen minutes. All participants
continued with the sessions that extended beyorakfifinutesThe researcher recorded
participant responses utilizing a laptop computer. The reading session was conducted by the
researcher reading the GAAP writing to the participartis helped to lesson participant
impatience.

Theresearcher sought IRB approval to make the following modifications to the
intervention process to generate higher response from potential particigentesearcher
shortened the length of the questionnaire session from one hour to fifteen minutes. The
researcher typed in participant responses to pre and post questionnaires. The researcher read
participants the GAAP writing3.he researcher algeneratedwider diversity of participants
to include participants who were newly introduced to Grace AbofAssigciation of Pastors.

These IRB approved modifications generated a greater lewglliofynessto participde
in the studyAdditionally, rather than breaking up the data collection process into two or three
guestionnaire and readisgssions, the resecher collected all data in otelephone session.

This ensured the researcher would be able to collect all infornregmessaryor dataanalysis.
To design an inclusive studgy generating a broader group of participants in the study

beyondGoalGetters SuperHeroedlagazinecontributors and professing Christians from local
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churches, the researcher also eddled professing Christians from multiple zip codes within the
Monterey Bay areaand the greater Los Angeles areas.

Selecting specific zip codethe researcher focused caldlling effortson areas which
would besarner qualifying participants for the stu@ome zip codes represented areas with
medium annuaihcomes of 70k8 Somezip codes representedeas in which demographics
show higher numbers of college gradudfes.

Intervention Processes

Utilizing Purpo$ve Sampling, Grace Abounds Association of Pastors szléiee
participantsamongpreviouscontributors tdGoalGettersi SuperHeroes Magaznindividuals
from local churches, and a variety of commumitgmberavho profess to be followers of Christ
Interadions took place by telephom@d required the following steps:

1 Utilizing the GGSH databas¢he researcharontacted by telephone previous
contributors tahe magazinePrevious contributors consist of writelagyout
designersartists,individuals featured within the publication, business owners
with ads placed, and readers.

9 Utilizing an online telephone directory of the entire United Stétesresearcher
cold-called community membersithin specific zip codes

1 The researcher seledtaumbers specifically within the 90028 area of

Hollywood, California,95045 of San Benito County, Central Coast, in California,

®fi Monterey County, Ca., 0 United States Census Bur ec
https://www.census.gov/sedresults.html?q=demographics+monterey%2C+ca&page=1&stateGeo=none&searchty
pe=web&cssp=SERP& charset =UBF

®United States Census Bureau, fAMonterey County, Ca.
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and90019 in Los Angeles, Gornia. Some of these participants were classified

as newly introduced to Grace Abounds Association of Pastors.

Initial contact vasinformative and neutraSome individuals immediately chose

to participate

Whenparticipants agreed to participate in the studly agreed to immediately
complete the questionnaire and readingngthe same initial contact cathe
researcheproceeded to review the consent form.

The researcher briefly reviewed each section of the consentToerstudy

provided anonymity of péicipants. Participants were able to agree verbally to the
consent form.

The researcherstablisieda convenient timéor a follow-up callfor some

prospective participants further discuss theurpose of thetudy. For

individuals who agreed to participate during the initial contact, the researcher
established a convenient time for a second contact to complete the questionnaires
and reading.

The researcher read the fapgestionnaire, followed by the reading, and

culminated with the posjuestionnaireThe researcher endeavored to spend no
more than five minutes on each questionnaire and material. In some cases, the
study was completed durinigd fifteen minutes scheduled. In some cases, the data
collection was lengthier, depending upon participant answers.

By using a desktop computer, the researcher recorded all responses provided by

the participants.
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1 During questionnaires gpticipantsselfmeasured their levebf Bible readership.
Participants also described their experiences with Bible reading.
1 After gathering dat&rom both pre and pos$tquestionnaires, the researcher
extracted information from the questionnaif@articipants discusseuhd defined
their experiences with Bible readership. Participants discussed their views of the
relevancy of the Bible in todayds conte
1 The researcher examined resporsdaterpret themeamong the datdo
evaluate for increases in Bible reading interest,tamyaluate responses for
additional impacts of GGSH writings on participants.
Instrumentation
Pre-Questionnaires
Some prticipants wereelected to correlate with the research questférihis means
some participants may experience 1Bible readershipwhile other participants express either
an interest or need for Bible readiagdincorporateBible reading within their daily lives.
Participants were provided opended pre-questionnaies that enabled participantsamnstruct
their own responsé$€® The participants were not provided instructions or guidance on how to
respond to the questions, except to frame the
interpretation of the question. &@mesearcher took this approach to prevent leading the

participant in any directiotf®

184 Tim SensingQualitative Research: A Multilethods Approach for Doctor of Ministry Projects
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The researcher field tested the questiont&ite develop a flow to the questionnaire that
would provide the researcher a sense of developing the narratives of the partiBigtrgsthan
having participants describe their Bible reading experiences and the researcher assigning a coded
level, the resarcher enabled each participant to-asHign his or her own Bible reading level.

The prequestionnaires consisted@fvenquestions designed to provide background
experiences of the participants:
1. How much Bible reading do you consider to be a higkllet/Bible
readership?
2. How would you describe your level of Bible readership?
3. How do you measure a strong walk with Christ?

The first three of the eleven questions serve to gauge a leBi#dlefengagemenbased
upon t he peHirdefined leyelaoiBibleé readershiphe researcheefrained from
defining what is low, medium, or high Bible readership. The filstee questions seek the
participantsd® vi ews olnquestioatwes, thiegearahdr asksfthe Bi bl e r
participant to sefflescribe what is his or her level of Bible readersBgrause the life structure
of each participant will vary, this variance will dictate what is low, medium, or high Bible
readershipgo each participantyithin the varyinglife contexts of the participants.

In question three, the researcher immediately asks the participant to state whether the
participant views himself or herself as having a strong relationship with Christ. The researcher
sought to move thparticipant to examine his or her level of Bible readership in connection with
t he participant dsl medhdrito,nsthhig rwa ¢ eharChhrars@s i r

participantdéds view of his or  hteparticipghtat i onshi p

187 Tim SensingQualitative Research: A Multilethods Approach for Doctor of Ministry Projects
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provided in question twaf these two responses failed to correspdik researcher was
seeking to detect if levels of described Bible readership corresponded wipnadetfsed
strength of walk with ChrisiThat means this: If the partpant professed to Bible reading of
zero percent, specified by the participant, t
to questiorthreeto be in proximity to question two. If the participant professed to spending
ninety percendf Bible readingt i me, | i kewi se the researcher ant
to questiorthreeto be in proximity to question two.
4. What do you feel about reading the scriptures?
5. What is your experience with reading the scriptures?

Questions fourandfivesee t o del ve into the participant
perspective in relation to the scriptures. Th
express any long, held views of the Bible. In essence, questions four and five allowed the
participant to have the microphone and to express his or her accumulated insights and inner
thoughts about the Bible and Bible reading as a follower of Christ.

6. How do you feel about the Bible as a source of transformation for believers in
Christ?
7. How much impat do you feel the scriptures can have in your life?

With theintentionaldesigns of gestions six and sevgtie researchdirst focuseson
whether the participant believes the Bible is the source of transformation for the believer in
Christ. Second, the researcher focuses on obsetheépya r t i ¢ i p a fotindisationseof p on s e
theBi bl eds i mpact on the pulgmowtti pant 6s daily 1

8. Describe your experiences with learning about the Bible.

Question eight is a staralonequestion. Although it appears to repeat question five,
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guestion eight asks aTherasearchehsougipt todiscovermiipga nt 6 s t
participant was taught about the Bifflem childhoodand over the course bfs or her life.
9. How relevant do you feel the scripture
Question nine is also a staatbnequestion. Howeveynlike question eight which is a
passive questiorhe researcher emplegit he hot b ut t oimqudstomnme. THer el ev a
researchérs e x p e c t adisdussions enaetevahchamirvoke strongstances about pest
modern societand uncover animplicationsonBi bl e reading within the
10.How would you rate your interest in the scriptures?
11.What do you feel would enhance your interest in reading the scriptures?
Questiongenandelevenserved to measure existinpgofessed interest in Bible reading.
The two, remaining questions were direct questions to enable the researcher to measure clear,
di stinct interest increase. The researcher ba
level of interest in comparison to an exprespeditive experiencéollowing the reading of
GAAPG6s writing.
Selected Writingfor the Study
Grace Abounds Association of Pastpreduceswritings that contaircontroversial views
andprovocativdy draws parallels betweehiblical narrativesandt o d a y dnsderpsocgetal
issuesThe writings are composed based upon this presupposities e | ect ed wr i ti ng¢
relevanetoa communitp s u ni gqwoddinmpacicwemmuni ty mepaner sé6 i nt e
couldignite further Christianinterest in Bible reading
For the study, the researcher selected a GWAfNg that providedour, critical

elementghe researcher believed were needeehtmourge Bible readingamongparticipants A
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hot button controversial itemarelevant issuea softer message delivergnd numerous biblical
passages h at s u p p o askertionsvighin the writieo maiesial.

fIRespect for people requires youwctmose the appropriate tools for your particular
p r o j&Keepingin mind the obligation of the researcher to safeguard participants from
psychological pressure by ensurminimalr i sks t o parti ci fangtas 6
key elementhe researchermplementedspecifically for the study was GAAP writingthat
represented a softer message delivEhge GAAP writing selected for the study addressed the

hot button issue of child separation at the boarders of California and M&kisaontroersial

psyc

subject was relevant thelocationsof the Monterey Bay area and the greater Los Angeles area.

This controversial writing impacts two areas that demographically represent polaotyiah
educational, and career groujghat ties together the twapntrastingcommunities is the

presence of asylum seekers. Monterey County serves as an asylwffaiilyg numerous legal

services to asylum seekers, while many community members within the Greater Los Angeles

area are asylum seeker sympathizers.

The selected GAAP writing mpr esses upon the reader

toward individuals in need.he writing opensvith chastisement against weaponizing the Word

of God to oppress the vulneralaled chastisement against utilizitige Law to deny help to those
who are greatly in need of helphe GAAP writing exhorts the reader to measure in jasiitd
mercy with the laws of a lan@hrough the employment of biblical narratives, the writing
demonstrates that Jesus tempéhed_aw with mercy The biblical passagestedwerel

Timothy 1:811, Matthew 12:38, Matthew 12:12, Mark 2:2728, Matthew 12:914,John 8:1

11, and Hebrews 4:1%6.
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PostQuestionnaire

The purpose of the peguestionnaire was to examine if and how the GAAP writing
contributed to the participant s idtereskirpBidblei ences
reading, ignited interest in Bible readjrapd any additional experiences with Bible reading.
Participantsvereasked to explain how the GAAP writing contributed to his orexperiences
with the Bible. Stakeholders @reasked about thieviews of the relevancy of the Bible in
todayds context.

Each participant expressed any new experieressting from reading GAAP writings,
utilizing his or herown language. Theesearcheanalyzel and describéthe themes extraetl
from thequestionnaired terms thatvererepresentative of thearticipants That meanshte
researchemeasurd any experiencen Bible reading according tihe self-describedtermsof
each participaniThe researcher devidéour questions to gather participaxperiences with the
GAAP writing.

1. What new biblical information did you learn from read®tace Abounds News
2. What familiar biblical information did Grace Abounds News discuss?

Questions one and two fomedon eachparticipand gamiliarity with the scripturesThe
researcher endeavored to follow the evidence
of Bible readership. The researcher believed suudsonvould be made visible in the
participant 6s dlnowedge bimtahtei opna rotfi cBipbalnthedaack d e mo n s
of Bible knowledgeBased upon theommonly referencedarratives utilized within the GAAP
writing, questions one and two all@a participans to demonstrate knowledge cdmmonly

referenced biblical narratives.
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3. How can any of the news that Grace Abounds News discussed help your walk
with Christ?
4. What did you find most interesting reading Grace Abounds News?

Questions three and four wdymalerquestiongo wind down the sessiohese
guestions enabled participants to close out the session with a lighter focus on analyzing the
written material rather than ending the session with such an intendecsslfQuestion three
provides the partipant witha broadrangeof topicsto discussQuestion four equally provides
the participanain open array of topicstopursue agai n dr awing the partic
to a lighter focus.

The researcher designed the pgsestionnaire to have fewer questions to prevent
exhausting the parti ci panduéssonngie stage, theresearctn en e
made participants aware they were entering the last four questions. Thedguerticipants to
maintain focus to the completion of the session.

Data Gathering Sequence

A series of GAARjuestionnaires angadingsvereconducted over the course of six
weeks tocarefully examinghe experiences, truths, and realities ofghdcipantsregarding
Bible readershijp and measukanyincreagdinterest in Bible readership experienced by
participants The sequence follows this ordém initial prei Questionnaire containing eleven
guestions, a reading of@AAP writing, andconcluding witha posti questionnaire, containing
fourquestions

Stakeholders were asked to discuss and define their experiences with Bible readership.
Participantsverea s ked about their views of the relevan

post- questionnaires measured any increasasther positive experiencesBible readinghat
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resutedfrom reading GAAP writingsThe participants express#teir experiencestilizing their
own languagend termsThe researcher analyzed and described the themes extracted from the
guestionnaires in terms that are representative of the participants. The researcher measured any
increa®d interesbr positive experiencan Bible reading according to the seléscribed interest
of each patrticipant.
Data CollectiorDetails and Obstacles

Most office space was closed during the Coronavirus eveperson meetings were no
longertenable, and potentially because of emotional experiences brought on by the coronavirus,
some community members demonstrated shortened patidreesearcheadjusted the study
in response to those issues.

Upon receiving approval from the Institutional Review Board (IRB) of Liberty
University, e researcher madeodificatiors to thedata collectiorprocesse. The researcher
shortened theverall length of tine required to complete the sessions from one hour to fifteen
minutes,designed sessions to be condudenhpletely by telephonandreadGAAP writings to
participants The researcher alsecorded participant responses on a laptop computer, conducted
all components of data gathering within one sessibowed for a verbal conserandincluded
participants from community membes$o werenewly introduced to GAAP

Community stresand trauma werat heightened levein the Los Angeles and
Hollywood, Cdifornia areas because of the coronaviflis.gain greater participation in the
study, he researcher 1@esigned the proceduresconsideation ofthe current stress levels
within the communitiesHowever, within the Monterey Bay aresdress levels were lower.

Possibly, because the coronavirus was not as prevalent in the Central Coast area.
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GAAP community engagement was restricted to telephone engagduorerg the
nationwide virusEmploying aronline, nationwide telephone directorigetresearcher contacted
specific zip coded areas in which the researcher would kélikaly to find qualifying
participantsn the Los Angeles, Hollywood, and Monterey Bay areas.

The researcher initially anticipated individuals who wartheir homesluring the
pandemiavould have the time and space to comfortably participate in the. Stbd researcher

did not anticipateinitially, that community members whose lives were disgdpvould be under

heightened levels of stress and would, consequently, be less eager to participate in the study.

The researcher miscalculated the mood of the community during the coronavirus and
adjustedhe sampling process, coveriagly areasn which community members would be less
affected by the Coronaviruéfter implementing the IRB approved modificatiomsid selecting
areas less affected by the coronavithe,researcher experienced a leiglolume of willingness
to participate in the study hE modifications improved the success of contacting and gathering
potential participants.

As GAAP writings concatenatéiblical events to modern news topics, GAAP expédct
impacts in the primary areas: Firfie researcher anticipatparticipantinteres in the noticeable
parallels between biblical events and modern evéiigs researcher sought to determine whether
the parallels demonstratée he r el evancy of t heThe wmsearghéerur e s
expeced participantgo observehow thescripturescan inform community responses regarding

t oday 6 sTheeegeanshmtsa anticipated the participants to be inspired byabeinating

connectiosb et ween the scri pt ursewdththeroutcorneoodtaaingd s s o ci

Christians talo more Bible reading
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For participants who setfefined as experiencing a ndiscipled relationship with God,
the researcher anticipatatreasing knowledgabout the Sovereignty of Gaehd increasing
knowledgethatthe Godofth s cr i ptures i s the same God
The researcher also anticipated impacting tGanistian identity

Within the context of reading strategically designed, GAAP biblidadlgechews, the
researchr expected taneasureghe described components by implementimg preandpost

guestionnairesandthe GAAP writing. The researar empoweed participantdo selfdescribe

levels of existing Bible reading amo sel-fmeasure any perceived, ignited increased interests

wh o

in the areas of Bible reading, Goddés soverei

researchrdid not provide insight tearticipanté pr ol onged or sswdiddai
areas; however, the reseackoughtd demonstrate a preliminary spark in interest in the
specified areas.
Triangulation

To ensure the credibility of the research, ibgearcheemployed data triangulatiomhe
researchecompared andontrasted data fromme Pew Researc@enterthe Barna Research
Group,observation, anduestionnairethatdemonstratechterest in Bible readingmong
Christianscan be enhanced through creatively @eating Biblical events with the pest
moder n event s .T&ngulating @rtcipasts liwea expesigngewith the
resear c h ealodgswithfadditichal aredible sous;¢he researchevas able to cross

check data and increahe validity and reliabilityof the researct?® ParticipantresponsesPew
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(Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2011)2.
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ResearclCenter data, and Barna Research Groupmtataded bothvalid challenges and
complimentstd h e r e simsights@reseppdsitons, and conclusions.
Chapter 4: Results
AnalysisandInterpretation

The lesearcher examined the experiences and realities of the participants, identifying
t hemes. I n the evaluation process, the resear
wereimpacted’ and in what waysThe researchadentified themes and signifant features
expressed withithe pre and post questionnairése process enalal¢he facilitator to identify
common experiences and differences among participant® amdrpret hov those experiences
can inform the writings of Grace Abounds Association of Pastors in its efforts to create exciting,
biblical writings thatinspire Christianstoresdo d 6 s Wor d .

The researcher began analysis by examiningdertifying selected expresss made
within key questions in thpre-questionnaireTheseexpressionsvere examined fadentifying

themesand elementexperienced by participants.
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Key QuestionsResponsesand Observations

Question 1: How much Bible reading do you consider to be a high level of Bible readership?

Figy-Fifty Comprehensive Bible Reading

Daily Bible Reading

2 (40.0%)

Bible Reading Based on Individual Need

Pre-Questionnaire,Question One: How much Biblereading do you consider to be a high
level of Bible readership?

Question One was chosen as a key question because it enabled each participant to self
describe his level of Bible readership. Many of the participants felt they read consistently and had
high readership of the Bible. dhyof t he partici pants expressed
daily life. Therefore, Bible reading was necessary for their healthy exist®meeparticipant
responded that daily Bible reading was required to prepare her dasefdrbe daily Bible

readership was imperative.
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Question 2: How would you deseribe your level of Bible reading?

Fluctuates Low to High

High Level

Daily

Pre-Questionnaire,Question Two: How would you describe your level of Bible reading?
In question two, the participants affirmed they had high Bible readePdnificipants were
confident in their experiences with the Bible. Some of the participants appear to have exposure to
regular Bible study and were confident in their level of Bible experience. The researcher did notice
that participants stated Bible reagin was necessary to eittdppeared | i f e

the Bible was a lifeline for maintaining peace within their lives.
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Question 3: How do you measure a strong walk with Christ?

Second by Second

The Fruit that 1s Manifested

Regularly Communing wit...

Pre-Questionnaire,Question Three: How do you measure a strong walk with Chri&

Participants had thetandard understanding of what it means to have a strong walk with
Christ. They expressed that it was necessary to demonstrate the teachings of Christ within their
lives and within their communities. Most of their responses were the staodirml repeats
words about having a close walk with Christ. On one hand, the researcher was encouraged to see
that community members were reading Goddés Wor
was an element missing that the researcher was seeking. The reseastseeking to move
beyond the standard, proper messaging about walkingGhitistand demonstrating the ways of

Christ.
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Question 4: What do you feel about reading the scriptures?

Can be Confusing

Very Important
20.0% 0 0%

Empowering
20.0%

Essential & Necessary
10.0%

Pre-Questionnaire,Question Four: What do you feel about reading the scriptures?
Like question three, the participami©vided the standardesponsible answerghey
|l ove the Lord. THemdaps, thergsearckomdddthtbd/wvay tb encourage
the participants beyond the standard resporsgan, it was refreshing to hear community
members were loving and walking with God. Howetlegr standardesponses raised a
guestion within the researcher: Wisytheresuch a disparity in what is seen within a community
if there are individuals, l&the participants, who are loving God, holding onto God, and reading
Godds word with s omamartidpaneggotesstransiatihg intestheivdaidyt t h e

interactions within their communities?
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Question 5: What 1s your experience with reading the scriptures?

God Reveals its Meaning God's Word is Living

Reading is Personal & Scholarly Can be Confusing

Provides Best Education

Pre-Questionnaire,Question Five: What isyour experience with reading the scriptures?

With question five, the reseamtwanted to heawhat kinds of journeys the participants
experienced that | ed t he mareusualg éxperiendes tahlehd t o
individuals to Christ. Theesearcher wanted to delve into those experiences. One participant did
provide more significant insight with this question than with the previous queskioas.
participant stated that when one is young, one listens more to God; however, when one becomes
older and becomes more exposed to the world around himself, he begins to listen to what is
around him. The p awotdservesgosbring babkdhode edivedgals®a d 6 s
place of listening to God rather than the world around him. This isspigavhat the Word of
God does. 't turns o ne.dke paticipast opened and shaved fBoondh |

deeper place with this question.
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Question 6: How do you feel about the Bible as a source of transformation for believers in Christ?

It is Nonnegotiable

Transforms Believers, The Lost, The Receptive

Pre-Questionnaire,Question Six: How do you feel about the Bible as a source of
transformation for believers in Christ?

What the researcher was saying in this question is this: There needs to be transformation
among Christians that becomes evident within their respective communities. Are you becoming
transformed? Read the Bible aretbme transformeédigain, each participant answered
politely, correctly, and confidently provedthe standard spiel. Yes, the Bible is good for
transformation. The researcher began to formuladéh@rquestion from all the proper, standard
responses thatere being presented: If there are Christians who are reading the Word of God
and applying Goddéds Word to their Iliiwhyease and th
these Christianan-noticeable on a daily basis within a community? The answéid@uestion

became evident in the post questionnaire on the very last question.
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Question 7: How much impact do you feel the scriptures can have in your
life?

Depends on Life Events

Profound Impact

Pre-Questionnaire,Question Seven: How much impact do you feel the scriptures can have
in your life?

What the researcher desired to know in this questiortvissWill you be changed so
that you can be a noticeable Christian when you are out and about within your community?
Again, where are all the Christians when one
agitatedChristian whas alwaysarguing aboutminjustice in the grocery store or in Target is
better than a Christian who is unnoticealiithere are the angry Christians who will stand up
and say in the grocery store when witnessing
man (or womanp

The Christians are al/l reading their Bible
however, where is their presence within their communities where injustices are looming so

greatly?
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Question 8: Describe your experiences with learning about the Bible.

It Has Been Confusing

1(20.0%)

It Has Been a Growing Process

Pre-Questionnaire,Question Eight: Describe your experiences wltlearning about the Bible.

Again, the researcher desirechiar thgourneys of ChristiandHow have Christians come
to know the might God? What was the learning process of these particifa@ize of the
participants allowed a deeper look into his journey. The participant spokehaving confusion
about the Bible. The participant shared that he was confused because the Bible taught one way of
life; however, what he saexhibitedwithin the @mmunity of Christians was anothsay of life
exhibited.The participant also shared that his aunts all held a variety of beliefs. These things made
the participant confused about God and the Bible. It sounded as if the participant, husself,

asking,owherearethosewho profess to be Christiagh

109



Post Question 3: What did you find most interesting reading Grace Abounds News?

2 (40.0%)

\ 1 (20.0%)

® Illustrated Scripture's Application to Today =~ Emphasis on God's Mercy  Highlighted God's Perspective

Post Questiomaire, QuestionFour: What did you find most interesting reading Grace
Abounds News?

Post Question Four was the last question in the post questionnaire and the final question
of the session. It was within the answers to this question that the researcher gained some insights
to the question that begandevelopasmostrespondents contindeconfidently, to provide a
proper answeto each question.

On this question, the confidence or standard presentation of some participants was
moved. Each participant respongdédmbly,to the mercy Jesus showed to the disciftesh
responded made a similar response: The writing reminded the participant to demonstrate mercy
toward othersThe participants were reminded. Why were they remindexdif to suggest they

had forgotten?

This is the researcher 6s ipostqgeestprfeutThet i on of
participantsmay bew e | | practiced in appl yiowglve&dhkyp s anoi
al |l demonstrated that they khewl hog ®wodt 6on G

protection in a wicked generation. However, perheystthe participantsnay be lacking in
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their loving, kind relationship with God, Himself,tlee samesoftnessand loving, kind
relationship toward otherslowever, the researchéoes not view this lack as a fault of the
participants; rather the researcher views thi
The outcome of the study is as the researcher anticipédeever the answer surfaced in an
unanticipated ay. The writing of Grace Abounds Association of Pastpired the hearers
back to Goddéds Word. Although the participants
the scriptures, the participants were all reminded back to a message from Y>eektned to
momentarily forget: To temper the law with mer&p much wicked behavior is abounding
within communities thathe hearts o€hristiansmust be healedhristians must remember their
first love, as God calls believers to dalditionally, Christiansmustbegin to be noticeable
within their communitiesThey musbeconrepr act i ced i n applying Godods
to their own lives buélsoto the lives of those within their communities.
Chapter 5: Conclusion

As Christopher J. Einolfioted in thedata from the Midlife in the United Statstidy
(MIDUS), community members are moved by the teachings of Ghrikaare encouraged
show more compassionvtardotherssh en r eadi ng a bAdsqgbiblic@hr i st 6s me
teachings are the driving force that encourage community service for some ChtfStians
Christians are impacted ltge examples of Jesus regardioge, goodness, and mercy toward
others. Additionally, Christians are inspired to help othersen they heatheteachingsof

Christ The outcomes of this studgreewith the MIDUS study in this respe¢iowever, this

study delves even furthas it seeks to determine creative ways to encourage and inspire

Christopher J. Einolf, AThe Link Between Religion
L a n g u Sogi@ogyof Religio2, no. 4 (2011): 43855, Religion Database.
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Christians to increase in Bible readinyhat ther e s e a studh demadnsrated is that not only
mustChristang ncr ease i n Bible reading but also Chri
Word outward into the communitybeyond the standard communigrégicethatis discussed
withinthe MIDUS studyT he r esear cher 6s st thdaytheeowolearisages C
by not only delving into Godbés Words for thei
apply Godbés Wor d wiChristians ar¢ ddepi at readirmgtihnough the | e s .
scriptures to remind themselves of Godés | ove
study showedtha ar t i ci pant s al | neede that exteendbowardr e mi nd e d
othersas well.Theparticipants all commented on the parallels between biblical times and the
currenttimesTheye x pr essed t hat Goddés word was valuabl
within their communitesT he parti ci pants wer eandthdyweee mi nded
remi nded to appl theirGaghhors ergear dy ntgo wardday 6 s soci e
Findings

The researcher observed that participants were impacted by the teachings of Jesus
regarding compassion and mercy. Even though participants ranged frequenit readers of the
scriptures to seasoned and knowledgeabl e teac
by the compassion and mercy of JeSMbat was significant was that although the participants
wereawar e of Godos merictheir awn tivesytieelparticipants weer k  wi t h
remindedo apply this sammercyto other individuas within their communitiesThis suggests
to the researcher that GAAP writings must strongly urge the readers toward Christian
discipleshipalong with urging Christians toward reading the Bilsemeparticipants

demonstrated that although maarga war e o f  &otdppled tiwbemsklves, the
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participants also must be guided towtrdpractical applicatiom f Go d Gvd tWarmd one b s
community.

Additionally, the researchabserved hat hearers of Goddés Word
gentle and understanding spirit of Chiig  n; howewver,ghe researcher would like to conduct
research to stud@odtods, Ga dd@Gordpemancangast hearers
of Godobés Word.

Recommendations for Pastors and Ministry Workers

The researcher recommeyttiat pastors anchinistry workerdind creativemethods to
ignite congregants to read their Bibl@fie researcher alsecommendshat pastors restablish
two things with congregds To read, dailyG o d 6 s towomnted the growing phenomenon of
secularized Christianityatda ppl y Goddés teachings within the
events

Perhaps, also, past@iould keep their livelihood separate from their preaching roles.

This will allow pastor s t ofegpoflesagtiheir @®asshgd s wor d,
Additionally, Pastors must focus on perfecting thebe arealready within their congregions
rather than focusing acexpanding andilfing pews.
Recommendations féturther Research
Therewere hreerecommendations for further research identified by the researcher.
A Study examining Christian responseto writings on repentance orwritings in which Jesus
issues strong rebukes

The same Jesus who demonstrated such great compassion toward the gicér, the

hungry, and the outcast is also the same Jesus who warned the people téleesetie same

Jesusvho overturned the tables of the money changers and dneveuyers and sellers out of
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the temple (Matthew 21:12for further research, tesearcher would like to study how the
hearers respond to the harsher teachings of Qiyrigtoviding participants with writings that
focus on narratives in which Chrigbeaks harshly tmdividualsor when Christ rebukes
individuals One suchexampleChr i st 6s rebuke of Peter when Ch
Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of
me n'® This is a very strong rebukdowdoChr i st 0s t eachrddlyrsi ©f6s epe
strongrebukes impact the heam@rthe readér
A Study to compare varied genref writings within one study

To accomplish thighe researcheecommendsonducing a comparison study in which
the researcher provides both typesvatings to participantsconductedvithin the same study
Writings that emphasize Christds meaoegamireand wr
the types ofesponsethe variedwritings evoke within the participantslow do these varied
writings compare?
A Study exploring howto encourage ChristianBible readerstonotonlye mbr ace Godd s
gentlerteachingsm mer cy but al so t pepestanberardio embi@ed 6 s c al
G o d gireng rebukes

How can Christians come to embrace the prophet rathefdkten thedesie to kill the
prophetHow can the message of Godbés plan of reder
Christians to embrace Godoés c¢ hags?tDoes Ehmstiant s al o
maturity determinewvhether the Christian can accept stronger teachings of Christ?

The study supports that Christians respond to the gentler teachings of @hcisthe

scriptures already demonstkedtheanedsdyadf repBrdatic®s p e o

191 Matthew 16:23
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that they killed the prophets who brought these messages, and then killed Jesus Himself, it
suggests to the researcher that even todayods
favorably upon the message of reface or messages that issue strong rebukes.

Christians love to hear they are blessed, and the study shows that Christians are receptive
to messages of Goddés mercy; however, aill teac
the chastisements a®ilvas the messages of grace and mettyistians must grow toward the
maturiyt o embr ace al |l Goddés teachings.

Final Thouglts

God sDoyda be déceived, God is not mocked;itratever a man sows, that he will
also reapFor he who sows to hitesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the
Spirit will of the Spirit reapeverlasting lifé (Galatians 6:78).

If believers live as seculaedChristians, being deceived intollowing seculateachings
andbeing deceived intibcusing onseculardesiresChristianswill lose their inheritance of
everlasting life that God intended forthitves. God ds chi |l dren must not be
Sat ands cr umbVhat aencdimhbs and pennges in comparisaie power of an
endless lifé

Leave the wicked to scramble on the groundSmrt aembasrasng crumbs and
penniesGodds chi |l dren must stay focusthegreatpwar d bec

inheritanceof eternal lifeto secure that God Himself, hasestablishd for their lives
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Appendix A

LIBERTY UNIVERSITY.

INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD
July 24, 2020

Patryse Brown

IRB Exemption 4166.072420: The Impact of Grace Abounds Association of Pastors’ News That
Provocatively Concatenates Biblical Events and Current News Topics to Ignite Christian Bible
Reading

Dear Patryse Brown,

The Liberty University Institutional Review Board has reviewed your application in accordance
with the Office for Human Research Protections (OHRP) and Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) regulations and finds your study to be exempt from further IRB review. This means you
may begin your research with the data safeguarding methods mentioned in your approved
application, and no further IRB oversight is required.

Your study falls under exemption category 46.101(b)(2), which identifies specific situations in
which human participants research is exempt from the policy set forth in 45 CFR 46:101(b):

(2) Research that only includes interactions involving educational tests (cognitive, diagnostic, aptitude,
achievement), survey procedures, interview procedures, or observation of public behavior (including visual or
auditory recording) if . . . the following critcria is met:

(iii) The information obtained is recorded by the investigator in such a manner that the identity of the
human subjects can readily be ascertained, directly or through identifiers linked to the subjects, and an IRB
conducts a limited IRB review to make the determination required by §46.111(a)(7).

Please note that this exemption only applies to your current research application, and any
changes to your protocol must be reported to the Liberty IRB for verification of continued
exemption status. You may report these changes by submitting a change in protocol form or a
new application to the IRB and referencing the above IRB Exemption number.

If you have any questions about this exemption or need assistance in determining whether
possible changes to your protocol would change your exemption status, please email us at

irb@liberty.edu.

Sincerely,

G. Michele Baker, MA, CIP
Administrative Chair of Institutional Research
Research Ethics Office
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