
 

 

 

Liberty University School of Divinity 

 

 

 

A STUDY ON ALTERNATIVES FOR NEXT GENERATION THROUGH VITALIZING 

FAMILY WORSHIP : THE CASE OF DAEGIL CHURCH  

     :   

 

 

A Thesis Project Submitted to  

The Faculty of Liberty University School of Divinity 

in Candidacy for the Degree of  

Doctor of Ministry 

 

 

by 

Eun Jick Cha (   ) 

 

 

Lynchburg, Virginia 

May 2020 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

©  Copyright 2020 by Eun Jick Cha ( ) 

All rights reserved. 



 

 

 

 

 

Liberty University School of Divinity 

 

 

 

 

THESIS PROJECT APPROVAL SHEET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

MENTOR 

Dr. Justin Yoojung Lee 

Adjunct Professor of Practical Theology 

          

          

          

________________________________ 

READER 

Dr. Yunseop Kim 

Adjunct Professor of Practical Theology 



v 

 

ABSTRACT 
 

 

 

A STUDY ON ALTERNATIVES FOR NEXT GENERATION THROUGH VITALIZING 

FAMILY WORSHIP : THE CASE OF DAEGIL CHURCH  

 

Eun Jick Cha 

 

Liberty University School of Divinity, 2020 

 

Mentor: Dr. Justin Yoojung Lee 
 

This thesis aims to highlight the necessity of family worship for the succession of the next 

generation's faith by studying the effect of the revitalization of family worship on the transmission of faith 

to the next generation.  

The growth of Korean churches in the past has grown so rapidly that it is hard to find in the 

history of churches around the world. However, despite the fact that there are various forms of worship 

and training programs, in the 21st century, Korean churches are experiencing a slowdown in church 

growth along with the stagnation of Sunday School. There may be various causes, but one of the causes is 

the negligence of family worship, which can be seen as the basis for teaching and transmitting the Word 

in the home. 

 This researcher analyzes and synthesizes programs for revitalization of family worship and 

family worship conducted by churches including one church centering on Daegil Church, as well as 

conducting family worship for the transmission of faith to the next generation. It focused on providing 

family worship.  

This study aims to inform the Korean churches of the need and effective family worship and 

suggests what directly affects the transmission of faith to the next generation through family worship.  

 

Abstract length: 205 words 
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SUMMARY  

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION  

 

 This thesis deals with family worship that is presented as an alternative for shaping 

spiritual life of the next generation. As gospel having been spread, Korean churches have 

experienced substantial revival through dedications and efforts of ministers and believers. 

However, despite of growth in numbers through Godôs grace, it can be said that Korean churches 

have failed in succeeding faith to the next generation.  

 In spite of emerging issues in spiritual life and character of believersô children, the 

reality is that todayôs believers tend to delegate spiritual education to the teachers of Sunday 

schools, and when presenting plans and visions for Sunday school revival, they merely 

emphasize dedications and growth of Sunday school teachers.  

 Yet, it is by no means adequate for the next generations to be spiritually nurtured merely 

through Sunday school which accounts for just 1 hour of per week, 168 hours. Considering the 

lost 167 hours, it is no exaggeration to state that spiritual discipline is not found in families or 

from parents who have been tied to rapid-changing world. Comparing with social issues emerged 

by exceeding eager for childrenôs education, parental role as Christians and education for the 

next generation are substantially rare. This means that the main structure for Christian family is 

collapsing.  

 God created family as the foundation of society for humans to live in. Humans as 

creations cannot live apart from family and healthy society cannot be established without healthy 
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family. Humans experience Godôs orderly manner of creation and live-in love and happiness as 

communities based on spiritual discipline through families. In other words, God created families 

to be the first places that humans are nurtured and disciplined.  

 Family worships conducted in these valuable families are the best institutions for 

spiritual education and faith succession. In this regard, the researcher emphasizes parental 

missions that were entrusted by God for shaping spiritual life of the next generation and presents 

family worship as a plan for succeeding faith to the next generation which had been merely 

delegated to Sunday schools in churches. Additionally, the researcher proposes family worship 

through havruta (˞˓˸ ̐˶ˋ˟ ˒˥) among various models of family worship. Havruta is a biblical family 

worship of which its historical and biblical origin is found in the Old and New Testament era. 

Still today, Jewish people talk, question, and discuss about a subject in families. Even Jesus and 

his disciples conducted havruta. Family worship through havruta is still relevant today in 

succeeding faith to the next generation even after 3400 years of its initiation. Family worship 

through havruta is not conducted by one-way delivery but through conversation and 

communication among parents and children which is edifying to succeed faith to the next 

generation.  

 Worship being collapsed from families means that godly identity as people of God is 

being lost. Worship needs to be revived starting from and in families. Parents should be able to 

succeed their faith through the Word of God. Succession of faith should be practiced through 

family worship and this will have profound effect in spiritual formation of the next generation.  

 In this regard, the researcher proposes plans for vitalizing family worship through 

theories on family worship. This thesis has its purpose on re-acknowledging the need for family 
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worship vitalization in every church in Korea, and hence, presenting family worship as a tool for 

establishing faith of the next generation.  
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CHAPTER 2 

THEORICAL BASIS FOR FAMILY WORSHIP  

 

In chapter 2, the researcher examined general definition of family, understanding family 

worship, and family worship in the Bible and in church history.  

Family is the ideal locus for humans to experience happiness for the first time and feel 

secured. God is pleased with worship in families which is His creation. One of the ways one can 

have oneôs family structured according to the purpose of God is through family worship which 

was commanded through the Bible. Through family worship, one can find Godôs plan and 

purpose for oneôs family; share individually given visions; and growth together as parents and 

children.  

 However, Christian families conducting family worships are rarely found in recent days. 

Families that conduct family worship every week or even every month are hard to find these 

days. Initiation of family worship in the Bible can be found in the Old Testament where Adam 

and Eve share their relationship with God by having conversations with Him in the garden of 

Eden (Genesis 2:8-25). Adam and Eve offered pleasing worship to God through being complete 

by each other and being united in bodies.  

 Cain and Abel learned worship from their youth by their parents through observing them 

having relationship with the creator (Genesis 4:3-4). Noah conducted family worship not only 

inside the ark but also when coming out of it (Genesis 7:17-8:20). Abraham built an altar after 

arriving in Canaan with the hope of Godôs promise (Genesis 12:1-7). Isaac, Abrahamôs son, 

resembled his father in worshiping God by building an altar at Beersheba (Genesis 35:2-7). 
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 Family worship conducted in Mosesô family can also be found in Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 

Moses, who strived to accomplished Godôs command given to Abraham, systemized the Law 

that was given to him at Mount Sinai. Joshua declared that he will not stop worshiping God in 

his family (Joshua 24:15). David and his son, Solomon, humbly worshiped God who was their 

master in their houses even though they were in Kingôs positions where they could rule the whole 

world (Samuel 20:6, Psalms 78:4-8).  

 Family worship is also found in Jobôs confession who experienced numerous hardships 

in his life (Job 1:1-5). Family worship in the New Testament can be found in the book of Acts. In 

Acts 2:45-47, family was where the notion of sanctuary had been re-established. Pious Corneliusô 

family worship is also mentioned (Acts10: 2-31). Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth, and her family 

members were baptized after receiving the Word of God and declared their faith (Acts 16:14-15). 

It is obvious through 1 Timothy 5:8 how family worship played its vital role in spiritual life in 

the New Testament era: ñIf anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his 

immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.ò (NIV) 

 In the Early Church days, all the family members being involved in family worship was 

a naturally expected daily routine. It is not an exaggeration to state that they started and ended a 

day with family worship. In the early morning, they started a day with scripture reading and 

singing hymns, and before they went to bed, they ended with the same routines as morning 

worship.  

 In the Reformation era, as typography had been developed, each house could own a 

Bible. Reformation was not only in the doctrine but also in worship. Parents were re-identified as 

priests in families. Denomination of the Presbyterians and the Baptists, through Westminster 
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Catechism in 1547 and the 2nd London Catechism in 1689, announced that family worship 

should be practiced. This meant that it was an important duty of the pastors and presbyterians to 

check on each house whether family worship and education through the scripture and Christian 

doctrines were being practiced.  

 In conclusion, family worship is Christiansô duty and privilege as Godôs people who 

have been saved. Family worship is not a mere philosophy that was emerged by a timely trend. It 

is an utterly biblical way given to the next generation for them to be spiritually nurtured.  
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CHAPTER 3 

VITALIZATION OF FAMILY WORSHIP  

  

In chapter 3, the researcher examined the status and situations of family worship in 

Korean churches. The researcher searched for reasons why family worship was not being settled 

well which was due to loss of parental role and mission, and thereby, examined plans to restore 

parental roles. For this, the researcher suggests plans for practicing family worship and havruta 

as a family worship model. Hence, there will be investigations in influence of family worship to 

the next generation.  

 From the early stages of Korean Churches, family worship was at the center of spiritual 

lives. However, there were lacks in education venues and teachers. Family worship could not be 

systematically settled. Additionally, it was a time when Confucian traditions were overflowing 

and this made it difficult for family worships to be conducted. Ever since, Christianity in Korea 

came to focus mainly on evangelism and missions.  

 Today, it is not an exaggeration to state that family worship is almost nonexistent in 

Korean churches. Compared to numerous active small groups in Korean churches and its 

emphasis on it, interests and concerns for family worship is substantially insufficient. Today in 

COVID-19 pandemic crisis, proper operation of worship services in Korean churches became 

increasingly difficult. Studies concerning this situation are being poured out arguing that family 

worship will be the only alternative.  

 However, family worship is not an alternative just for COVID-19 pandemic. When 

examining the Bible, God has never placed family worship at the remote region. God had his 

people to achieve the promised Word, succeed faith, and walk in faith through families. Family 
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worship is a proper duty and privilege as Godôs people. God entrusted roles and missions to 

Christian parents. First, parents are to raise their children as the generation of faith. God gave 

parents the mission to have their children grow as Christians and live as witnesses (Matthew 

28:18-20). In other words, parents are childrenôs spiritual models, and hence, becoming mature 

teachers of faith is their primary role.  

 First principle for the parents to recover their role entrusted from God is to love God. It 

is not adequate merely by hearing and memorizing the Word of God in the head. Parents should 

carve in their hearts the Word of God. This is Godôs command on spiritual education for the next 

generation to be discipled and this principle transcends all eras. Parents should live as worshipers 

who experience and grow to know God deeply. Parents of faith are to present their lives to their 

children as models of what it means to live by the Word; not merely stopping at teaching and 

delivering the contents of the Bible.  

 Another parental role that God entrusted is to be teachers of faith to children. They 

should be able to tell their children about Godôs attributes. They are to teach how humans are 

sinners and that sin is a severe issue. Children are to be parentsô first disciples. Parents are to 

nurture their children to walk in the way of Jesus Christ and resemble His life.  

 Additionally, parents should communicate with their children. At the same time, there 

are elements that are to be carefully taken into consideration. There may be negative effects 

when communicating merely through lecture, criticism, judging, command, analysis, 

comparison, or threat. Parents should communicate through active listening and by presenting 

positive alternatives. Sharing bedtime stories before going to bed is effective and beneficial in 

various facets regarding communication and relationship between parents and children.  
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 Parentsô mission is a vital element in planning to practice family worship. Christian 

parents are to nurture their children to be a generation of faith. Succession of faith should flow 

down from parents to children. It should be noted that the responsibility for the next generationôs 

faith entrusted by God is initially parentsô responsibility before it becomes ministersô or Sunday 

school teachers. Parents should conduct family worship remembering that it is their primary 

mission.  

 Family worship is composed of following three elements: The Word, singing praises, 

and prayer. Reading the Word and learning about God through family worship becomes a 

precious moment in oneôs whole life. Singing praises becomes an additional mean to teach 

children about God. Prayer is a graceful and pious way to approach God.  

 The researcher presents havruta as a model for family worship. Havruta is a traditional 

Jewish education system which is conducted through having respectful conversations with each 

other about a subject. One of the big pros of havruta is that it helps its participants to have 

various perspectives through mutual questions, answers, and active learning attitudes.  

 Havruta is easily found in the Bible. God, the creator, communicated with humans 

through His Word and Jesus did not cease to have conversations with His people. Jesus who was 

incarnated in human form delivered the truth of the gospel to people through havuta.  

 Paul shared the gospel through having conversations and arguments with numerous 

people during his travel in Athens, Corinth, and etc. He defended himself at the trail before Felix, 

Festus, and Agrippa II.  

 Just as the Jewish children learn through conversations with adults about their ancestorsô 

wisdom and grow in questions and answers regarding biblical life, family worship through 



 

 

xxviii 

 

havruta will not only enhance relationship between parents and children but also aid in 

succession of faith, shaping character, and learning ability.  

 The Bible shows Godôs intention in faith to be succeeded to the next generation. The 

generation growing to be a pious offspring is a biblical command (Isaiah 59:21). Children who 

grew up in daily confession, God being their familyôs master, and in acknowledgement of Godôs 

guidance naturally come to revere God. Henceforth, children learn to pray and come to cognize 

the priorities in life through family worship. Through these practices, they experience Godôs 

grace and grow to be Godôs people.  

 There are difficulties in realities of Sunday school. The Sunday school system does 

contribute substantially to growth of Korean churches, but at the same time, it laid a 

misunderstanding of the notion that Sunday school is the only spiritual education site. 

Additionally, in reality, Sunday school is regarded as a summative activity among ministries. 

 As far as the influence of family worship, it builds up childrenôs faith and shapes a deep 

bond in relationship between parents and children. Characteristic as a community is established; 

sense of belonging to churches is enhanced; and sense of duty and responsibility as Christians to 

the society is strengthened.  

 Regarding methods for practicing family worship, family worship should be revised, 

supplemented, and applied according to each family, situation, and culture. Parents or fathers 

should be leading family worship, yet sometimes for educational purposes, worship leading 

could be handed over to children. Family worship should be conducted at a regular place and 

time when all the family members can gather altogether and is critical that it is practiced 

regularly and thoroughly. Family worship will be more graceful and fruitful if it is conducted in a 
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designated place where there is least distraction and make it a time for spiritual discipline and 

character shaping, not a mere cursory time.  
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CHAPTER 4 

STUDY ON SURVEY FOR VITALIZATION OF FAMILY WORSHIP  

  

This survey has its purpose on identifying how participants are in cognition of the 

significance of family worship and of the effect of family worship to succeeding faith to 

children. The participated church has been accomplishing vitalization of family worship and 

been developing it as one of main ministries in the church. This church and the church that the 

researcher is serving at responded to the survey: two churches in total.  

 The researcher conducted frequency analysis and compared churches A and B through 

research model. Samples for this study, 50 people, were randomly extracted from members of 

churches A and B.  

 The survey is consisted with 27 questions in total. There were each 25 minutes of direct 

meetings and the participants were notified of the purpose and process of this survey. They filled 

out the printed survey documents themselves anonymously. Online survey was also conducted 

through emails and messenger and consents of the survey were received from the participants 

after senior pastors of two churches each presented the contents of the survey. 

 Considering thoughts of churches, A and B on family worship, church A responded as 

following: ñdefinitely necessaryò accounted for 20.0% and ñnecessaryò 72.0%. As for church B, 

ñdefinitely necessaryò accounted for 36.0% and ñnecessaryò 62.0%. Thus, churches A and B 

showed that both churches were acknowledging the need for family worship.  

 Regarding reasons for practicing family worship, church A and B each responded as 

following: response of ñsuccession of faithò for church A accounted for 90% and, for same 

response, church B accounted for 80.5%. Succession of faith accounted for a big portion.  
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 For reasons not practicing family worship, church Aôs response of ñmembers not 

cooperatingò accounted for 46.0%, and for same response, 53.0% of church B responded.  

 On response to the question on succession of faith to children through family worship 

vitalization, church A responded as following: ñdefinitely necessaryò 36.0% and ñnecessaryò 

58.0%; and for same question, church B responded: ñdefinitely necessaryò 42.0%, ñnecessaryò 

56.0%. Both churches responded that family worship is needed for succession of faith.  

 On response to the question on where spiritual discipline for faith succession should take 

place, 86.0% of church A and 90.0% of church B responded, ñin family.ò Family accounted for 

most of the portion for this question. This showed that spiritual discipline and faith succession 

should take place in families.  

 On response to the question about necessary elements for family worship vitalization, 

church A and B each responded, ñpractitionersô determination and practiceò 38.0% and 56.0%; 

and ñeducation and promotion from the churchò 62.0% and 36.0%. Additional response was 

received from church B: ñtimely considerationò 4.0%. Church Aôs rate on ñeducation and 

promotion from the churchò was 62.0% which surpassed that of church Bô by 26.0%. Church Bôs 

rate on ñpractitionersô determination and practiceò was 56.0% which surpassed that of church Aôs 

by 18.0%.  

 On response to the question about having conversation with children in family worship, 

80.0% of church A responded that they were having conversation, and for church B on same 

question, 96.0%. From this, it can be inferred that, rather than through traditional form of 

worship, it is better to conduct family worship through conversations with children and through 

actual lives.  
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 In conclusion, this study showed that family worship has substantial influence on 

succession of faith to children. Family should be the venue for establishing childrenôs faith, their 

spiritual discipline, and succession of faith through family worship. Family worship will be more 

developed through reading the Word together, learning about God, sharing mutual prayer 

requests, sharing lives, blessing conversation, and having conversations, not through mere 

cursory worship.  
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CHAPTER 5 

CASE STUDY ON THE CHURCH THAT CONDUCTED FAMILY WORSHIP  

 

When family worship is vitalized, children can grow in faith and oneôs family becomes 

prestigious. Nevertheless, many local churches in Korea are losing family worship and the 

mission entrusted to parents from God is becoming nominal. Churches are mostly operated by 

adult centered programs and succeeding faith to the next generation is at stake.  

In this regard, the researcher attempted various applications for vitalizing family worship 

in the church that he is serving at; Daegil church. There were concerns on family worship being 

imprinted as just another program when emphasizing it to the church members due to the lack of 

acknowledgement of its significance and delivery of that significance. Thus, it was difficult to 

apply family worship right away. Hence, the researcher planned to start with small numbers 

gradually by planting change and challenge. Surely, this application in ministry could not have 

been possible if it were not for the support from Hyunsik Park, retired senior pastor of Daegil 

church who sympathized in the need in family worship vitalization for the next generation, and 

cooperation of fellow ministers who gathered their minds in unity. This kind of consideration for 

an associate pastor is rare in mega or mid-sized Korean churches. It is a special case where it is 

only possible when the senior pastorôs philosophy meets the vision. Thanks to this consideration, 

the researcher could apply the significance of family worship for the next generation to 

educations and small group ministry of the church, continuously for a long period of time. 

Chapter 5 will present practical ways to conduct family worship in the church based on the 

research conducted in this thesis. There is a limitation that this case study could not easily be 

established as a general standard for the whole Korean church. Researchers and Applications 
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conducted from ministers who have their expertise in family worship will surely present more 

beneficial effect.  

The researcher attempts to present a model for churches that intend to practice family 

worship through introducing case study on transitions and applications that were conducted 

while he served as a director for cell ministry and education department in Daegil church from 

2011.  

First, the researcher had the male church members to share missions and visions that 

were specifically entrusted to men through Male Cell Unity Gathering. Compliance rate was 

positive because there not many events just for men in the past. Through Cell Nurturing Seminar, 

Bible lectures were taught. Grace and dedication in lives through the Word, agonies, and prayer 

requests were shared. In Children Education Seminar, lectures on nurturing children were given 

from invited speakers. Main focus of these lectures was on succeeding faith through parents.  

Mother Wise is a program that provides vitality and recovery to women and mothers. It 

also provides ways to nurture children. Through Teacher Academy, admonition was given so that 

the teachers recognize how spiritual discipline should be initiated from families, and thereby, 

practice family worship themselves. Male church members in 30ôs and 40ôs experienced 

recovery through Young Daddy Cell Gathering. There were consolations for dads who had not 

time to rest even in weekends due to work and infant care. They were recovered through sharing 

lives, encouragements, and the Word.  

Special Nurturing Lectures were conducted during summer and winter breaks when cell 

ministry also went into breaks. It was initially designed for spiritual growth for parents, but 

henceforth, children started to participate and learned about the Bible together with their parents. 
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Intergenerational Worship was designed so that all the family members could worship 

together. All the textbooks for Sunday schools were unified; from infant group all the way up to 

adult group. Common Bible passages were designated, and thereby, Q.T. (Quiet Time) as well as 

Sunday worships had unified and designated passages. Through Flower Sunday Worship 

Services, parents were invited to each departmentôs Sunday school worship services that their 

children were attending, and they prayed blessings for their children. There have been continuous 

admonitions and challenges of conducting family worship in these services.  

Additionally, the researcher is preparing to execute Family Worship School. This a four -

week course school that deals with theories of family worship, parental mission and role, ways to 

conduct family worship, and forms of family worship. For the final week, parents and children 

will participate in a two-day camp and spend time together. This camp will be composed of 

community training, mutual letter writing, and practicing family worship. This will lead to 

having hope and anticipation on family worship.  

In conclusion, family worship vitalization requires lengthy endurance. Thorough love 

and endurance are to be poured on to succession of faith to the next generation. Family worship 

is the alternative for the next generation.  
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CHAPTER 6 

CONCLUSION 

 

Through this study, significance of family worship was presented by examining biblical, 

theological, and historical meanings of family worship. Observations were presented on how 

families could experience happiness in the gospel and the next generation possess hope through 

family worship and succession of faith. It was also observed that, the more settled family 

worship was in oneôs family, the more that family would emphasize the significance of family 

worship and this gave substantial effect on succeeding faith to the next generation. To state one 

element that was to be desired, it is the practice of family worship. Despite of parentsô vivid 

assurance in their salvation as Christians and their cognition on significance of family worship, 

there were still many families that did not actually practice family worship.  

To vitalize family worship for succession of faith to the next generation, parental 

education and promotion of family worship is to be continuously conducted and parents should 

be determined to practice family worship. When family worship is vitalized, children will grow 

in faith. When parents recover the parental mission, children will not leave from God and grow 

as healthy Christians. It is necessary that children learn about God through family worship and 

are raised up to be people who have no lack to live as Christians in the world. For this, churches 

should promote and educate family worship and prepare the ground for parents to practice family 

worship.  

Most explicit result shown from the survey of this thesis was that the necessity of family 

worship and spiritual discipline of children are addressed and practiced from families. It was 

observed that the method of conducting family worship was not merely through teaching by rote 
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or traditional worship formats but through having conversations and sharing life between parents 

and children. When family worship becomes vitalized through determination for applying these 

kinds of important principles of family worship, the next generation will succeed faith.  

Through this study, the researcher attempted to bring out changes through applying 

various programs to vitalize family worship for the next generation in a traditional Korean 

church environment. For this, the researcher extracted survey participants randomly from 

members of the church that he is serving at. The researcher anticipates that this study will aid 

churches that are striving for succeeding faith to the next generation.  

Yet, there are some limitations in this study. As this study was conducted in a designated 

church, it is hard to state that is has its representativeness for the whole church of Korea, and 

hence, it is difficult to be applied to each different denomination and local church. In this regard, 

the researcher anticipates the further studies on óthe Reality of Havruta Family Worship,ô 

óCooperation between Families and Sunday School,ô or óTransition to Faith Succession System 

that Ties Ministry Structure with Parents,ô will continue and contribute to recovering succession 

of faith in Korean churches.  
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