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The Korean church which advocated evangelicalism is now in crisis. It is because the
actual meaning of the Kingdom of God and the public and social significance of the gospel have
been lost while the aspect of the individual salvation or the church itself has been its primary
concern. As a result of losing the social meaning of sin and salvation, Christianity as a holistic
truth has been excluded from the public sphere and is merely regarded as a personal religion. The
gospel and the church, which have been reduced to religion and institutions and have acquiesced
in the divided truth, are no longer making an influence in our society.

In this regard, the Korean Church in crisis needs a careful theological reflection on the
public concern of the gospel and on what the current meaning of the Kingdom of God is. At the
same time, The Korean Church needs to find practical ways to restore trust in our society. This
study is designed to reflect the aforementioned theological concern and suggest efficient methods
to help restore the public nature of the Gospel.

This study will look back on where the initial vision and starting point of evangelicalism
were. It will show that the cause of the current crisis was not from outside of the church but from
inside. Furthermore, under the premise of local churches establishing the public nature of the

Gospel and convincing the believers that all areas of life belong to the category of worship, the

researcher will argue that true worship will be renewed.



Therefore, this study will evaluate the worship renewal of the Korean church in
connection with the restoration of the public nature of the gospel through case studies on the
Seed Church, JubileeTogether, and CRIS. Potential values and the goal of this study are to
remind the church of its original missions as a visible mark and acting agency of the Kingdom of
God; to establish justice and peace and display the evidence of holistic faith and concrete life in

the public sphere.

Abstract length: 338 words
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SUMMARY
CHAPTER 1

INTRODUTION

Korean Christianity and evangelical churches are in crisis both in and out. The gospel is
more than a doctrine or a creed that we should believe. Most of all, the gospel is about a way of
life. In other words, as the holistic truth, the gospel must be able to confirm that it is true not only
in the level of personal faith but also in the public sphere. Unfortunately, both individuals and
churches are failing to reveal the reality of the gospel. There is the truth, but there is no reality.
The researcher points out that the reason for this situation is the narrow evangelicalism that has
been reduced to religious truths such as the dualism of faith and life, the fast-moving
privatization of faith, and the localism that lost the catholicity.

The essence of evangelical faith is in recognizing that every area of our life is ruled by
Christ. Another issue is how the restoration of the public nature of the gospel is linked to worship
renewal. The appended Cape Town Commitment supports this issue. At the same time, the fact
that evangelicalism has lost its essence which causes another loss of its natural vitality and
dynamism is at the heart of the problem posed by this study.

Our present state of inheriting the great legacy of evangelicalism is so terrible. The pride
of evangelicalism has disappeared, the social image of Christianity has become very negative,
and the beliefs of individuals and churches who are evangelicals are shaking in their roots. In this
context, the researcher would like to present a model that shows how the church should exist in
the community through the example of the Seed Church; where the researcher works as a

collaborative minister. In addition, two institutes will be introduced: JubileeTogether (Jubilee &

XVii



Land Justice Association) and CRIS (Cultural Research Institute Sogeumhyang [salt incense]).
JubileeTogether shows alternative practices and examples of various issues in Korean society
and asserts that the biblical Justice is in the “land.” CRIS presents how cultural orders can be
achieved in daily life.

Through the work of this triangular axis, this study will genuinely deal with the problem
of worship and justice; the relationship between the restoration of the public nature of the gospel
and the renewal of worship; and the holistic faith in which worship and life are harmonized. In
the meantime, the study will demonstrate that the vision and ministry of these three organizations
need to be complemented and integrated until an alternative becomes a real model.

In conclusion, it is assumed that the worship renewal proposed by the researcher is not a
reform of the system or the program, but the complete transformation and maturity of a person
living with the gospel in the public sphere by thoroughly managing the cultural missions through
restoring the image of God. Therefore, this research will comprehensively demonstrate that
fundamental changes and maturity of the self; deep theological reflection; and experience in the

actual ministry are necessary until an alternative practice and model are available.
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CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

The Great Commission is a precious mission assigned to us. However, cultural missions
are a more fundamental mission that we need to recover, because this world is the Creator’s love,
and it is His world before it is ours. We only live in stewardship.

The resurrection is the good news for the Kingdom of God. It implies a new creation that
reveals reality which has already begun. At the center of the new creation, is a new creature, the
“One New Man” (Eph. 2:15), which has restored the image of God. Furthermore, there is the
church, the body of Christ. Through the “One New Man,” the cultural missions—managing the
world of God as a steward—is restored.

Thus, evangelicalism has a comprehensive vision and mission not only of the church but
also of the whole of our society. Today, however, majority of evangelical churches are
undergoing a narrowing of the gospel to religious truth or subsiding into the narrowness of the
local church. The light of evangelism and missions for the Great Commission is fading.
Understanding and practice by individuals and churches for cultural missions are weak.
Therefore, this study sought to restore the valuable legacies of evangelicalism by asking again
what evangelical core values are.

By looking at the six core values of evangelicalism proposed by Alister McGrath, one of
the leading evangelical scholars, the researcher will argue that the gospel is not a “doctrine” or
“principle” but a “way of life.”

Because of the message through life, the early church was able to transform the world.

However, we are confronted with today’s reality in which faith and life are separated, and
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privatization of faith is made quickly. As “holistic truth,” the truth of the gospel should be
proved in the public domain as well. However, we are confronted with the gospel that has fallen
into private faith and reduced to the truth of the religious realm.

Then, in addition to looking at what is the lost nature of evangelicalism that has been
mentioned above, there is a need to explore together the fatal deficiency of evangelicalism. The
researcher diagnosed that evangelicalism lost its original vitality and dynamism due to historical
faith, incarnational faith, universal faith, creation faith, and secularization that is the loss of
vision of the supernatural realm.

In conclusion, in order to restore the lost value of evangelicalism, sufficient theological
review and self-examination should be premised while, simultaneously, presenting concrete
methodologies and models of actual ministry. However, because each of the ministry models has
its limitation in itself, the researcher will prove that they are the subjects to be integrated and

complemented.
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CHAPTER 3

SEED CHURCH, JUBILEETOGETHER, AND CRIS CASE STUDY

Seed Church

The Seed Church is a small local church in llsan, South Korea. This region is the home of
each individual life and, at the same time, a public domain. The Seed Church emphasizes the fact
that the place of daily life is the place of worship. As their motto lex orandi lex credendi lex
vivendi (As we Worship, So we Believe, So we Live) shows, they aim to worship what they
believe and live. The place of life is the seat of worship and their life is worship.

In particular, the Seed Church is a church that takes care of neighbors who are
disregarded. The church is well aware that seeking justice means loving God and neighbors in
the context of worship. However, in order to do such practice, it is necessary to put down even a
minimum of vested rights and accept intentional discomfort. It is a rigid challenge and an
adventure in times when everyone is up-trending. So, the church is small but a unique church.
Nevertheless, the questionnaire was conducted to find out what kind of understanding and gap

existed between their beliefs and practices.

Christian NGO JubileeTogether (Jubilee & Land Justice Association)

The JT is a Christian social organization based on the Jesuits of Korea, which was
famous for the labor and intercessory home and its director, late Father Dae Chun-deok. The

emphasis of the organization is that it is the gospel of the Jubilee which is most necessary for
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Korean society, and it is to practice the spirit of the Jubilee which contains God’s will and the
law in the reality of concrete life.

Biblical land law is the fundamental and unique solution to solve the structural evils and
ills of our society. Because God’s law reminds us that everyone has the right to live on equal
footing and also contains particular practices. However, the reality is not as such. Even the
church is turning away from the Jubilee which means neglecting the fact that our society is
becoming increasingly unjust.

The motto for “Let’s go back to the Bible” for revival is not just to be shouted out as a
slogan. The will and law of God in the Bible provides the most valid and appropriate principles
and guidelines to penetrate all ages. The gospel is not just a vague religious truth. It is God’s
wisdom and ability to be applied and practiced in the very concrete realities and structures in
which we live. It is the JubileeTogether group that is ringing the church and the Korean society
and, at the same time, establishing the biblical justice and the peaceful Kingdom of God through

alternative practice.

CRIS: Cultural Research Institute Sogeumhyang

CRIS is a research institute founded by biblical scholar, Park Jeong - gwan. It is an
institution that links the Bible with interpretation; the Bible and everyday life; and conducts all
the research necessary to carry out cultural missions in our daily life. Daily life and culture are
concrete places where the will of God extends. Yet, the core of the subject is about how we look
and interpret our daily life and culture with the Bible or provide alternatives. In particular, most

of our daily lives are related to our profession. It is, therefore, vital that we accept our profession
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as a calling and live with the recognition that such a place of daily life is a place of worship. In
this sense, the philosophy of CRIS and its vision of ministry are tied with the issues raised by

this study and its context.
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CHAPTER 4

ACTIVITY AND EVALUATION OF SEED CHURCH, JUBILEETOGETHER, AND CRIS

Seed Church

The purpose of the questionnaire was to find out whether the local church members of
the Seed Church perceived worship with a consciousness of the publicness of the gospel and
revealing the “Lordship of Christ” in daily lives. The background of the questionnaire also
includes the following intention: true worship renewal does not only remain in a ritual
dimension, but it is done when both the transformation of the self through the gospel and social
practice are encountered.

Participants in the questionnaire consisted of the thirties and the forties living in llsan
area. As a result of the survey, the majority of people were led by the vision of the church in
choosing the church and was generally satisfied with the church-life according to the vision.
However, there were some unfamiliar responses to the question of whether one was an
evangelical. The question of the public nature of the gospel is, in fact, a question about the
missions of the Christian, so it has a deep connection to identity. However, despite the ambiguity
of identity, we were able to verify the will of the church members who were willing to follow the

vision that the church had to offer.
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JubileeTogether

In analyzing the activities and statistical data of JubileeTogether, we can confirm the fact
that the land problem, the structural injustice, and the inequality have established in the root of
the socio-economic problem of our society such as polarization. In response, the group was
trying to apply the biblical idea of Jubilee such as land return, debt relief, slave liberation, and
sabbatical land rest to the present reality. As part of that, JubileeTogether has set up a “Jubilee
Bank” to overcome the financial capitalist hurdles and implementing small but effective policies
to help young people with high-interest debt. The JubileeTogether that institutionalizes God’s
laws in accordance with our times and presents biblical alternatives is making 2019 a new leap

forward and is actively promoting and conducting business.

CRIS: Cultural Research Institute Sogeumhyang

The CRIS is a research institution whose primary work is to connect the Bible with daily
life and the Bible with culture. To this end, it is carrying out various activities such as regular
seminars and talk shows. As the Bible is like a compass that tells us the direction in which we
should interpret our reality correctly, the core value of the CRIS focuses on how to interpret the
Bible in our present day. In particular, the CRIS has been planning lectures on biblical
interpretations and various cultural events for ministers and missionaries of Korean churches and

is committed to fulfill present cultural missions.
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

Historically, Christianity has had a good influence on Korean society. However,
according to a survey by CEIMK (Christian Ethics Implanting Movement Korea) in 2017,
Korean churches have little influence on social integration at present. This study has begun from
the fundamental reflection on why the Korean churches, which were presiding over
evangelicalism, so rapidly lost the trust of society.

As a result of the study, the cause of loss of internal dynamics of evangelicalism was
found in Christianity. The reason was that the holistic truth of the gospel was reduced into mere
religious realms such as sexism, dualism, and, thereby, loss of holistic faith and life. This study
consistently argues that the gospel is holistic truth. In particular, the renewal of worship in this
study assumes that, beyond the ritual dimension, we must acknowledge the ‘Lordship of Christ’
in every area of life and guarantee the publicness of faith. This is because worship lies in the
context of life in which social justice and neighborly love are intertwined, and the researcher has
determined that this is a true worship of life.

Likewise, this study is only a minor effort to demonstrate the correlation between the
restoration of the public nature of the gospel and the renewal of worship. Hopefully, as is the
intention of this study, through the restoration of the essence of evangelicalism, the church will
regain the internal dynamics of evangelicalism and restore good influence on society as a whole.
Also, through this study, it is hoped that there will be a new opportunity to recognize again the
identity and mission of evangelicals who fulfill the two missions that have been given to us,

namely, the Great Commission and cultural missions.
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142) John C. Maxwell, =1 9, T2jiddel W3, (M2 vid et 4, 2003), 83.
143) Ibid., 77.



50

Yot 550 542w HolA e THe Ml 9 Al dol WHn 24 Yol 4wl
%

AEA Hof shbd e weh ojsh Qs ARFoR Aoae We A AuE doeh (W 4 22-24)

“Yal7k A2 ARRL s Bek 9 Agst 1 BAE del wea A AgE 9o o
A7NE Fzaa ool G wek ANelAA ABA FL e AU (F 3:9,10) “Fe}

2 eae Aol Hi Ae o 2 $4Ae 2tk 24e shhde WS H5 % Al
FxAAe 2% AA shbd el Ba HAS FS | Wgola, T S3lo] ojel
©3E Aol B ol F QY] WEoITh ‘L] Bl U8 Ko 1enEe] F4E

o F7I7HA YAl YElE #fste] sfitsls Fals sk (F 4:19)

of
&)
o,
to
Y
X
)
6°
o
AC)
=
6°)
o
e
2
(E
o
)
2
_Y&
o
o
off
2
I
jé

5 ok 94 29

ZFA o] ®afop o] niH = Aol M= AFAANE, o7IM = FEe AE(H)e] vhH= A

A AEsE e AR AHE 2N V15w &8 stA7F vk 2 2~ERAl(Glen H.
Stassen)¥} dlolH]= 7] (David P. Gushee)t}. 152, slvd detel o= 913 felo AL
12 H o w FAA AFeA vxEE Aolgar Fskar v

AdaEell ol shubd el ©f(righteousness)= kol 2 ‘T]zto] e et} o] el ‘Heof'gh=

o] &=F5 o] At edol 1gHal olAkek 61 ol 3= dlH o] AT E “afrgets

b

“d 9] (delivering justice: o}t 25 F&8tal FolF Aok (waA] 352 Aol Pgle At

HEE AE fete] Aok FEAl el 5o A AR HHsks Ao gvlE =

Arstaltt. 2elar o2 g AHoE AHshy] s dag Aol vtz y(dHelth gL =

stols Fe At -2 Abglell ojupAE = A RtE= AEel, I Y WA dhd el S|t

144) Glen H. Stassen and David P. Gushee, X132, Wv+&= 9, "slude] BX9 o oEo &2, (dA: gzt 2011),
65-67.
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= Aloldle AR A AolHE ok FEHE 0}4”01 Ade A ;W =<
Aol Al fl]dste] AR RS k4l Aot Aol EIHE S °17P°l =S A3 }71 ﬂoﬂ
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ag)amle] 49% FaASE ol vz oo Tk B&E welked AREA el

A2 7t # 7] Wl ok

(3) AmzAel 29
S ES S et Qe Ao BEEES o Folsks slolof % AwmAd

Z 21 (business as mission)e| 2w 3}= wietar F43k):

HA = 2earlEe] Af FddA 22 THAE, =& ol AR 715 de s
A= A ws)e] AlgE AA okt o714 3 A5 o L}O}ﬂ
Ao A4-3E 25t v8 ALdES Adts AolA 7= o o] AE “HduEs f9
2193” (business for mission)o] 2} P2} 1y A5 Z3 A5 71YQAE Aol A=
“Aarz el #<]”(business as mission)o 2= 7ol 3571 = 7] Al AR s &AL
el A AF3 w3 E S o] F= HAolofof gtk Aol o]Alelle TR 4, Ad 54
T Eet 2 AL e WAl g 1S uAARAEL Sl §A kA 2
AAS Auz Yadcks A 4Y SoA o] v BAY Atgae’ = shd e 741“3%
e o]Fthe Aolth ojFlolof wE 2o Ui} Hofx

ﬂl

O]TJ— g vt s 23
MAE ol F= N, F 553 WolEdd AREA Al WHoldA dE B 5eS doke

g o] . 190

AFGE, AR S2o) AW FRE BAS] des & G vk 2y TR AR
192) Ibid.
193) Ibid.
194) Ibid.
195) Ibid.

196) Ibid.
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o9 : 29, %
AT 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
2 1513 144.1 180.2 184.5 176.4 172.4 177.8 176.1 181.0

U 32AHL ZAE| 975 93.7 107.6 115.8 117.4 113.7 115.1 111.3 1257

EX| 30.7 26.8 31.9 32.4 30.9 32.6 34.9 35.8 39.4

g4 279.6 | 264.6' | 819:7 | 832.7 | 324.6 | 3187 | 327.7 | 3232 | 346.2

224E5/GDP| 26.8 24.0 27.8 26.3 24.4 23.1 22.9 21.7 22.1

EX] B2A5 = 4¥ A2o|S(
(1) 4" #to] 5

(2) 294 |7}oRe] o]z}

A

Aol ¥z mpe} o], 2007 WHE 2015 @74 9 FoF WA BX B2 452 GDP 9
21.7~26.8% & AL & & Arh a2yE vjd Ha 300% Y o He BEX BEEASS
T TEHUYR B3 AL 4F BEAX AF TAle EXE IO 273 A5
dojt} Hle] Aot AS F53H & Foh
AR e BEX 2f EHSS A ddlaods B8 77 44%(2015 d)e] ol 2
3 917 1%7F M EX S 55.2%E AT+ 10%7} 97.6%E Afata glom, EXE 3§ i
AebAl gk At7E 40.1%(2012 | @ADY duk 2ea 20149 AA B RAl A
0% 9] 10%°) vl 71 7|02 127.36 vt} Bo REALS Afata g AL

o] FAlstt). ol&EA =™ 2007 A¥-E 2015 A7A] Feo] Auk WAsE AP 189.3 %
EA BE2A52 QG At 7M7hE 44%9] FF9 AdEd A= 29 Ho| " 1
olyegl FUE)EA] AFAES EX EZ24L5S WF] FE# 2 BEA AF BART
A 1% 52 10%7F EA BE24259] A9 tiFfis AA v @ddd & o
2 S AFS AART g Al 20149 @A A9 1% ol AA 7199
2k 76.2% (7 719)E, 49 100 71e] F8 35.3%E afreta e, o
o] HF L7} AlS Alststal ok Holrh 2008~2014 W 6 1 Afolel A9 1
3 REAS 546 % YA 966 & YOoF T7% Z7 A, A9 107 7199 B
2 180 % Yol 448 % Yo= FE 147%\} ZZch 1dd Wl A F
A EX E2A52S 2007 A5-E 2015974 ¥ 117.8 & o}t Hr}. o]
o= vl 100 2 ¢ o)A EX BEZAEL 9 19 7)o A &S Folwt
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F8 MZEI=e| GDP CHH| H{A| H|ZE(20144)

a2 | o= | 22 | @2 |s#uc| zza | a3 [ ED
0.78 2.62 2.04 313 3.02 2.60 1.56 1.10

AT EA+ AFAT R

7] REN BAAE T AT Hs wRA] MFo]l A vk ol BB A7 A%

w o] ohd F7]9 BAo] HEs s FH AAFe shpelth
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