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ABSTRACT

A PLAN FOR FOUNDING A CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL AS ATYPE OF
YOUTH MINISTRY IN KOREA WITH A RATIONALE FOR CHURCH-SPONSORED
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

Chan Sik Park

Liberty University School of Divinity, 2018

Mentor: Dr. Sungtaek Kim

This study aims to contribute to the change of the prime age-centered traditional pastoral
ministries present in Korean churches for the future generation-centered ministries. The
researcher's church, too, has an inverted triangular structure under which the future generations
disappear.

To overcome this, this study sets up a model of new growth for the future generations.
The researcher analyzes and evaluates the cause of the problem of decreasing youth in Korean
churches. The researcher will do mentoring work in the special environment of alternative
schools so that the youth may have sound faith and not leave the church even after they proceed
to post-secondary education. Layperson teachers will be trained and cultivated so that they have
expertise in cooperative ministry as well as academic subjects. The researcher proposes a new
solution for a church that grows healthily by investing funds and supporting personnel in youth
ministry through an alternative school, attempting to change the inverted triangular structure of

the church.

Abstract length: 159 words
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SUMMARY
CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Looking squarely at future generations in the present Korean church, the researcher came
to investigate alternative schools as a new means for trying to recover future generations,
identifying the causes of the crisis of recession following the remarkable growth of the Korean
church. This study will investigate statistical data, professional books, periodicals, and research
presentations materials as well as surveys distributed by national organizations and completed by
incumbent senior pastors, assistant pastors, and their wives in order to sum up the churches that
achieved growth by founding an alternative school.

The researcher lays down a theological foundation of Christian education and
ecclesiology. God created the world through His Word. By revealing that next generations can
grow healthily in church communities and by learning about God’s Word from the Christian
perspective through an alternative school education, this study proposes a new paradigm of
alternative schools for youth ministry in the Korean church.

This thesis explains the research purpose and method; it examines definitions, biblical
basis, and historical background to establish an understanding of youths and alternative schools;
it investigates the churches that experienced church growth by providing Christian education
through alternative schools; it analyzes the results of a survey about youth ministry and
alternative schools answered by incumbent senior pastors, assistant pastors, and their wives; it
proposes a model for church growth through alternative schools for future generations; and it

reviews the overall content of the study and the next step for the future.
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CHAPTER 2

UNDERSTANDING OF YOUTH AND ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS

Chapter 2 deals with the definition of youth, the alternative schools found in the Bible
and church history, and the church growth through those schools. Adolescence is the period
starting from 11-13 years of age through 18-20 years of age when a person’s ability to think and
self-identity are formed. Society refers to middle and high school students as youths. The term
youth is a phenomenon of physical, intellectual, emotional, and social development, which also
means “to grow up” or “to grow to maturity.”

There are various biblical understandings of youth in the Old Testament. When described
in a negative light, youth are likely to be carried away by their feelings (Genesis 34:19-31). They
have a poor sense of surrounding situations (Genesis 37:5-11). They are likely to be self-
indulgent despite being taught otherwise (Proverbs 29:15). In a positive light, youth have rich
emotions and are tender (Judges 8:20). They get wisdom and understanding through discipline
and knowledge (Daniel 1:17). The New Testament says that youth become mature through
education and are affected by the visible (1 Timothy 5:4; 2 Timothy 1:5).

As for the foundation of alternative Christian schools in Korean church history, modern
education through Christianity began with the establishment of Paichai Hakdang by Missionary
Appenzeller in Seoul on August 3, 1885. The name Paichai was given by King Gojong, the King
of Joseon. Missionary Mary Scranton started a fire for the enhancement of the status of women
by allowing them to be educated. She founded Ewha Hakdang in Jeong-dong in order to educate

women on May 30, 1886.

XiX



In 1905, there were 138 alternative primary schools operated by Presbyterian churches
throughout Korea. From 1905 to 1906, the numbers rose from 138 schools serving 2,730
students to 238 schools serving 5,124 students. By 1907, the number of schools had risen to 405,
and the number of students rose to 8,615. The movement for education through the Christian
perspective has also risen sharply from the 1980s. The movement started through the founding of
‘Disciples with Evangelical Worldview’ in 1981, and the foundation of alternative Christian
schools has exploded since 1996.

Character Education Act, specifically Article 91 of the enforcement decree of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, enacted in February 1998, was the first law that
allowed the establishment of alternative schools. The legislation was made to permit the
establishment of character-building high schools that could provide ‘experience-centered
education.’ Following this law, in 1998, six schools focusing on character were established.
Later, in March 2005, the Act on ‘Alternative School’ passed. Clause 3, Article 60 of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act pertains to such schools in this thesis. Since the 2000s,
alternative schools have been founded in earnest. There are about 500 alternative schools that
began as of 2017. Of them, there are 32 unauthorized alternative schools and 22 unaccredited
alternative schools. Interestingly, the church is the principal agent that founds most of the

alternative Christian schools.
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CHAPTER 3

CASE STUDIES ON CHURCH GROWTH THROUGH
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS

Chapter 3 argues that alternative schools is a method for future generations in the church
through an examination of three churches that founded alternative schools and one church that
was founded by a school. These churches experienced both church and youth growth.

Man-gyu Park, the founder of Uri Christian School, opened an elementary school that
pursues four goals: whole character, excellence, Christian distinctiveness, and convergence. It
aims at conducting a well-round integrated education in which faith and life are consistent during
adolescence. Park wants to train up influential students who will be the salt and light of the world
through exceptional social impact as they follow God’s vision. The components of Uri Christian
School’s education are a Christian worldview, holistic integration, global talent, and
multidisciplinary consensus. Uri Christian School has a great influence on the overall growth of
the church as an influential body in the local community.

Kyu-hyeon Lee, the founder of Grace Garden Christian School (GGCS), provides
elementary through high school education through church facilities. The objectives of Grace
Garden Christian School are three-fold: the declaration of God’s Kingdom, faith community
orientation, and a holistic integrated curriculum. Through these objectives, GGCS provides a
balanced education. Students experience the balance and harmony of faith through learning; they
learn by spiritual education and training through retreats, community service, and global

volunteering. GGCS continuously has amazing growth; the school staff are devoted to the
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ministry. Since its establishment 10 years ago in 2008, GGCS has helped its affiliated church
double its numbers.

Yong-guk Yoo founded Korea Christian School, an international school that teaches all
classes in English in order to send students to English-speaking countries. Korean Christian
School’s five education objectives are to make students true followers of God, to transform them
into righteous leaders, to have the minds filled with good thoughts that dwell on beautiful things,
and to teach health and wisdom to make students global leaders. As students from Korea
Christian School advanced to high-ranking colleges in English-speaking countries, it came to be
trusted by parents. The church within the school is unique in that it was founded by the
suggestion of some who wanted to establish a church within a school, rather than a school within
a church. It is a church that is continuously growing.

Chang-don Bae, who founded Freedom Christian School, aims to create a small elite
school, prioritizing the children of devoted church members. Its education objectives are to train
students to surrender themselves to the Bible’s authority, cultivate creative talent, raise students
with godly character, educate leaders who will change the world, and help students discover their
vision through God’s will. General education subjects are also taught from a Christian
perspective. Pyeongtaek Daekwang Church, the church that operates Freedom Christian School,
is becoming a large church with remarkable growth.

King’s Church will establish an alternative school called King's Christian School, having
a youth ministry at its center. The researcher will build the school that will provide the growth to
the church through the growth of the school. The school will become the platform of youth

ministry.
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CHAPTER 4
SURVEY RESEARCH FOR YOUTH MINISTRY THROUGH ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS

This survey aims to propose a way forward that understands the reality of the youth. The
35 participants were incumbent ministers and their wives residing in cities in the South Gyeonggi
Province, such as Suwon, Yongin, Hwaseong, and Pyeongtack. The survey consisted of 27
questions and was conducted for 30 minutes during a ministers’ retreat.

The majority of the survey participants were ministers or their wives in their 50s who led
a church for more than 20 years. They had rich experiences as youth evangelists or assistant
youth pastors before becoming in charge of a church. Especially since they are incumbent senior
pastors, they are concerned about the youth group due to difficulties in human resources and
finances. Most of the ministers who participated in the survey have difficulty dealing with the
youth.

About 91.6% of the participants were male and only 3.1% were female. As for the
participants’ ages, 6.3% were in their 40s, 34.4% were in their 50s, 50% were in their 60s, and
9.5% were in their 70s. Most of the female participants were the wives of the pastors. Also, 50%
of the participants were in their 60s because those in their 40s and 50s could not attend the retreat
due to autumn ministry programs.

A total of 68.8% of the participants had more than 21 years of ministry experience since
their ordainment, 21.9% had 16-20 years of experience, and 6.3% had 11-15 years of experience.
As for their ministry locations, 31.3% had ministries in a small and medium-sized city, 31.3% in
a metropolis, 18.8% in a farming and fishing village, and 18.8% in a town or village. Of those

surveyed, 87.5% were senior pastors, and 12.5% were retired pastors or wives.
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When asked, “How is the current situation of the youth in the Korean church?”, 71.9%
responded, “It is a very difficult situation.” An additional 25% responded, “It is difficult but
normal,” and 3.1% responded, “It is not serious.” When asked, “Does your church have a policy
for the recovery of youth group?”, 59.4% responded, “We hold up the status quo.” An additional
21.9% responded, “We do not have any plan,” and 18.8% responded, “We give it up.” When
asked about the size of the youth group in their respective churches, 59.4% responded, “It is
fewer than 10 persons”; 21.9%, “11-20 persons”; 12.5%, “21-30 persons”; and 3.1%, “31-50
persons.” For the question asking, “Is your current ministry centered around the prime-aged
members?”, 78.1% responded, “It is centered around the prime-aged members,” and 21.9%
responded, “It is centered around the youth.”

When asked, “Have you thought about the need for a new approach through an
alternative school or study room for youth ministry?”, 59.4% responded, “We give it up due to
lack of funds and human resources,” while 15.6% said, “We gave it up due to the lack of
passion,” and 25% responded, “We gave up due to inconvenience.” Another question directly
asked, “Have you ever thought about building youth ministry through the foundation of an
alternative school?”, 46.9% wished to start an alternative school if given a chance, 34.5% had
thought about it, 15.6% gave up due to a lack of funds, and 3.1% were operating schools
currently.

This survey was conducted with the ministers who had been in ministry for more than 21
years on average. As for the recovery of the youth in general, 71.9% were skeptical, but 46.9%
of the participants were open to the recovery of the youth group through an alternative school.

This shows that they were very positive about the alternative school method.
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CHAPTER 5
PLAN FOR FOUNDING AN ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL AS A YOUTH MINISTRY

Through the survey analysis, the researcher, who was preparing the foundation of an
alternative school for the revitalization of youth ministry, became certain that an alternative
school would play a very important role in youth ministry. The educational philosophy of King's
Christian School, the alternative school planned by the researcher, is to create a community that
educates and trains youth by the Word, showing unity through faith. King's Christian School
aims to realize God’s Kingdom by educating and training based on the Bible; instituting a
valuable education that allows students to enjoy righteousness, joy, and peace in Holy Spirit
based on the Christian worldview; forming a community through an organic association of
churches, schools, and homes; achieving a balanced growth of Christians through a holistic
integration curriculum; making students worshipers be in awe of God; assisting students
resemble Christ; and helping them become creative visionaries. Ideally, the youth will make the
most of their lives through belief and obedience to the purpose of God’s creation and devote
themselves to a life of God’s glory as people who enjoy the God’s grace.

King's Christian School, which will consist of elementary, middle, and high school, will
compel students to meditate on the Word each morning. The students will have quiet time at the
same time every day. They will have general education classes, Bible classes, after-school study
time, learning among the peers, reading, and field trips. At the beginning and end of each
semester, there will be a spiritual retreat where everyone can meet the Holy Spirit, effecting lives

that realize God’s Kingdom through the Word.
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The school will aim to motivate students to grow first in faith. Parents will have the
opportunity to teach their children through a homeschooling program in which parents can teach
Christian subjects at home for school credit. Parental education will be provided by the teachers
of each subject.

A teacher's role in school is extremely important. The responsibilities of teachers are the
same as those of a full-time minister because students should be taught Christian subjects in
addition to general education subjects. Teachers’ roles are very important for educating parents
about homeschooling as well as in the youth-centered church in King's Church as they should
spiritually care for and serve students. Of course, lecturers also play a great role by assisting
teachers, but teachers should fill the main role. Yet, not many teachers are ready to do so? The
school must constantly provide workshops to train and educate teachers. Employees of an
educational institution understand and believe in the value of education more than anyone else,
and teachers become teachers through education. Teachers can experience growth by becoming a

power source of school and church growth.
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION

The researcher determines that since the youth have social structural problems that cannot
be recovered by only slogans and passion, there will be an opportunity to recover future
generations only when a new structure is made attractive by changing the problematic structure.
The sacrifice of people who pray and have a vision is needed to do so. If youth are taught with a
good Bible program as priority, they are able to follow this priority all the way through; on the
other hand, if the situation, environment, and conditions do not support this learning, even those
who want to learn the Bible cannot. The environment, conditions, and situation are criticized and
reproached, so youth in the church give up their faith and church life in the process. This
phenomenon of breaking away from the church is so serious in that it began with the children of
senior pastors and other church leaders.

As observed through the survey, it is necessary to bear in mind that 82% of incumbent
senior pastors would like to establish an alternative school as an alternative to youth ministry.
The desire to overcome the challenges of Korean churches is real. The researcher offers an
alternative Christian school as a form of youth ministry. Korean churches face many challenges
as earliler listed in this thesis. The researcher hopes that the thesis may make positive

contributions to growing Korean churches.
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