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ABSTRACT

A STUDY ON THE INFLUENCE OF SEASONAL FEAST MINISTRIES ON THE
CHURCH GROWTH: THE CASE OF SEOUL SHINDO CHURCH

In Hwan Kim

Liberty University School of Divinity, 2018

Mentor: Dr. Sungtaek Kim

The purpose of this study is to suggest an alternative method for church growth
based on the seasonal feast ministry. The Korean church experienced a quantitative revival
unprecedented in the world. Recently, however, the reality is that many Korean churches
lost their lively dynamics as they failed to strive to meet, and consequently their members
gradually decreased.

In this context, the researcher emphasizes the importance of feast ministries as an
alternative method for church growth, based on the idea that feasts found in the Bible were
days that gathered people. For this, the researcher will investigate feasts found in the Bible
and in the history of church and look into the results of church growth achieved by feast
ministries within the Korean church. Further, the results of growth will be investigated,
using data from a questionnaire survey of lay people and pastors about feast ministries
carried out by the researcher in person. This paper intends to suggest a feast ministry-based
alternative method for restoring church growth and creating healthy churches among

churches experiencing growth slowdown.

Abstract length: 177 words
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SUMMARY
CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Church growth means more than mere growth in quantity. It implies that Christians
should influence and change the world for Jesus Christ. Korean churches in their early days
experienced spiritual urgency against the darkness of the times under Japan’s colonial rule.
They were strong even under indescribable persecution. The Korean War did not annihilate
Korean churches. Rather, the churches experienced unprecedented growth in the latter part
of the twentieth century. Moving into the twenty-first century, however, Korean churches
lost dynamic spiritual growth.

To overcome the challenges in the twenty-first century, the researcher attempts to
bring back the dynamic growth to churches by discovering the biblical meanings of feasts.
He purposes to infuse and recover the original intent of biblical feasts in existing events
such as New Year’s Eve, Easter, Thanksgiving Day for Barley Harvest, Thanksgiving Day,
and Christmas.

For this thesis, biblical and theological grounds for feast ministries will be analyzed
in addition to the implications and characteristics of the Passover, the Feast of Weeks
(Pentecost), and the Feast of Tabernacles in the Old Testament. In addition, their
connection to the New Testament, the significance of the church year, and examples of
their meaningful application within modern churches will be explored. To this end, Seoul

Shindo Church will serve as the study case for this thesis.
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CHAPTER 2
RATIONALE FOR FEAST MINISTRIES

Feast is a word indicating the event designated for the specific time and place for
God’s people to meet Him. The meeting was an opportunity for them to confirm their
identity again. At the feast was held a sacred ceremony that had the character of worship
and where people could offer sacrifices to God. All Israelites attended the feast as the
national event, and this is where the Word of God was declared. Among the appointed
feasts found in Leviticus 23, the Passover, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles
are the so-called three major feasts of the Israelites.

The Passover is related to the Exodus of the Israelites and is also associated with the
Feast of Unleavened Bread and the month of Abib. The Passover in the Gospel of John
reveals some important meanings relevant to Jesus’ ministry. First, John 6, at the time of
the Passover, people perceived Jesus as the Prophet prophesied in the Old Testament, and
Jesus is declared the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Second, in chapter
12 of John, Mary anoints Jesus with perfume, and Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.
These two incidents act as a device that suggests Jesus’ death and resurrection.

The Feast of Weeks is the feast that signifies the start of the harvest and includes a
call for the day when a new grain is offered to the Lord. Also known as Pentecost, this feast
comes after the Feast of the First Fruits. Exodus 19 describes the making of a covenant that
occurred in the Feast of Weeks; thus, this feast reveals that the identity of God’s people is
formed within the relationship of the covenant with God. In the New Testament, the church

was born when the Holy Spirit, promised by Jesus, descended on the day of Pentecost.
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The Feast of Tabernacles is an autumnal feast characterized by remembering and
expecting. It came to indicate covenant renewal and possessed an eschatological meaning
after the Babylonian captivity. This feast also called the Feast of Ingathering; it is a feast
dedicated to the Lord representing the virtue of God’s people who hoped for the guidance
of God in the Old Testament, and the working of God who gathers the exiles. Redeeming
the Old Testament idea of the Tabernacles in John 7, Jesus describes himself as the source
of living water, or an alternative temple. Notably, the Israelites who returned from Babylon
realized their sins and wept as they listened to the words of God during the Feast of
Tabernacles. Then they ate, drank, and celebrated with joy after they clearly understood the
message spoken through the Word of God. Amidst the great joy, the regulation of the Feast
of Tabernacles was restored.

The church established after the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Pentecost was a
unique community of people from diverse religious backgrounds, races, and thoughts. As
found in Acts 2:43-47, this community experienced great changes in their lifestyle after
they had received Jesus Christ as their Savior. Many other people joined their faith thanks
to the visible changes in their lives. This cycle of visible change after salvation leading to
more people joining the church maintained the growth of the church, and churches
gradually came to use the church year in order to maintain vibrancy in their daily lives.
Even today, the church year allows members to offer their lives as a form of worship to
God by aligning rhythms of their faith life with the flow of time. As long as the church
remains healthy, internal growth will be realized as a natural outcome of the ministry of the

Holy Spirit.
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CHAPTER 3
CASE STUDY RESEARCH ON FEAST MINISTRY-BASED CHURCH GROWTH

In chapter 3, the researcher suggests that feast ministries contributed to the growth
of Korean churches and presents examples of churches that grew due to healthy feast
ministries. Seoul Light/Salt Church is established on Pastor Cho Hyun-sam’s pastoral
philosophy of “Principle of Piped Happiness,” and Sooyoungro Presbyterian Church is
built on Pastor Joung Pil-do’s pastoral philosophy of “Soul Salvation.”

Seoul Light/Salt Church has established its identity and grown through a variety of
almsgiving ministries. Cho Hyun-sam says that the church should be a pipe for transferring
all good things given by God to the world. Hence, the vision of Seoul Light/Salt Church,
planted by Cho himself, is also to share life and the gospel, which is evidenced in the ten
visions and basic fiscal principle of the church. All offerings collected from every feast
worship service are spent for almsgiving; they benefit the charity house ministry, which
provides housing to church members in need, and the mission house ministry, which
provides living spaces to foreign workers. The offerings also help out the ministry of
charity fruits and New Year’s dress sharing with the church members’ poor neighbors
every year. Through the feast ministries, Seoul Light/Salt Church maintains well the life
and energy of the church while experiencing church growth driven by the dynamics.

Additionally, Sooyoungro Presbyterian Church in Busan is an exemplary case
where the church has grown based on the Life-Delivery feast ministry with soul salvation
as its core value. The church holds the Sarangbang Evangelism Festival, with its core focus

on Life-Delivery, twice a year on Easter and Thanksgiving, and on Christmas promotes the
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Love Busan Movement ministry. The value of soul salvation has been crystallized in the
four visions of the church, and is also fully reflected in nurturing training programs
implemented by the church. The Sarangbang Evangelism Festival is a small, relationship-
centered community ministry. It is a month-long sequence of events, starting with selecting
the targets of evangelism, praying for them, and holding an invitation event. The Love
Busan Movement is a ministry to deliver tens of thousands of love boxes filled with daily
necessities to neighbors in need. The feast ministry of Life-Delivery is connected to the
movement of putting charity into practice. It brings changes to the life of its church
members and restores church dynamics. Then, the church experiences the sustained revival
and growth.

The researcher introduces the feast ministry of Seoul Shindo Church where he
serves as the senior pastor. The feast ministry has positive effects on the church’s growth.
In Seoul Shindo Church, “happiness” is the core value; feasts in the church year that derive
from the Old Testament are applied to the ministry of the church. The feast ministry has
pushed growth by promoting changes in its church members’ lives and by causing such
changes to be manifested in the form of spreading the gospel.

The feast ministry can help with recovering and maintaining church dynamics
through changing church members’ daily lives in effective ways. It can powerfully
contribute to church growth. It creates the vibrancy of faith in the church just as the
Israelites remembered God’s salvation and reproduced its meaning in their cyclic life by
observing feasts every year. The proper application of church feast ministry will prove to

be a method for renewing, reviving, and growing the church.
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CHAPTER 4
RESEARCH SURVEY FOR CHURCH FEAST MINISTRIES

This questionnaire survey aims to grasp the actual situation of participants in the
feast ministry with a view toward developing methods for feast ministry operation in
Korean churches. Among the forty participants in the survey, 47 % were male and 53%
were female. The ratio between male and female is similar to that of the whole Seoul
Shindo Church. It took less than fifteen minutes for them to answer 24 questions.

The major group among the respondents was members in their thirties and forties
who had attended Seoul Shindo Church for more than ten years. Deputy deacons and youth
participated in the survey more actively than elders, ordained deacons, and senior
deaconesses. A total of 95% of all the respondents were aware of the fact that the feast
ministry was provided by the church, and 87% had better than average understanding about
the details of the feast ministry. Their participation level in each of the feast ministries was
calculated to be 87.5% in the Easter Life Festival, 67.5% in Sarangbang Evangelism
Festival, and 62.5% in YeGam Festival. The respondents thought that the feast ministries
had positive effects on the quantitative growth of the church, particularly on the increase of
new members. They did not opine that the feast ministries had great effects on the return of
long-term absentees to the church.

In total, 72.5% of the respondents replied that Easter Life Festival had good effects
on themselves; 57.5%, Sarangbang Evangelism Festival; and 55%, YeGam Festival. The
data indicate that ministries based on traditional feasts such as Easter, Pentecost, and

Thanksgiving Day had strong impact on the participants. While acknowledging the
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necessity of feast ministries, 47% of the respondents particularly viewed that feast
ministries were necessary for church growth and 33% of the participants posited that feast
ministries met the needs of the church. The data show that feast ministries positively met
the internal needs of the church, allowing people to turn their attention toward external
needs outside of the church. In addition, the participants emphasized the importance of the
human element more than just the scrupulous planning for the development of the feast
ministry.

This questionnaire survey is significant in that it showed well both the effectiveness
and limits of the feast ministry for the past 6 years, since 2011. It may be estimated that the
feast ministry has been essential for church growth and has had positive effects on
quantitative growth. The ministry brought the increase of new membership, resulted in
improved fellowship among church members, and raised the level of the awareness on
evangelism and missionary activities. On the other hand, some factors are lacking in that
ministry: church members may not fully understand the nature of the ministry; they do not
necessarily experience significant changes in their lives; and members may feel pressure
from the evaluation and competition rising out of feast ministries, thus causing the original

intent of the feast ministry might get tarnished.
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CHAPTER 5
METHODS FOR THE OPERATION OF FEAST MINISTRIES

This chapter summarizes years of feast ministries of the researcher’s church.
Research was conducted on the premise introduced in chapter 4 that the church feast
ministry creates strength in the church and has direct effects on a church’s revival and
growth. The purposes of this chapter are two: to develop operational methods that will
modify and supplement the feast ministry administered so far, and to suggest a model that
will help the pastors to launch a feast ministry with aspirations for church growth. A year-
round model of feast ministry will be proposed.

The first of the feast ministries is SaeMatTeukSae (New Year’s Special Early-
Morning Prayer Service). The idea of this feast ministry came from the Feast of Trumpets
and the Day of Atonement in Leviticus 23 and Deuteronomy 29. This feast was designed
for the restoration of holiness, and church members pursue a holy life by praying early in
the morning for three weeks for a new heart, new grace, and new revival.

The second is the Easter Life Festival. The idea for this feast ministry found its
source in Passover, which is connected to today’s Easter. The purpose of the ministry is to
assist people in living a joyful life with the hope of resurrection. Inside the church, an event
called “Find the Golden Egg” and an Easter Festival Service are held; outside the church,
the Shouting Evangelism and Egg Sharing events are held.

The third is a Happy Concert. The idea of this feast ministry came from the Feast of
Weeks, the event in the Old Testament in which the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai was

celebrated, and in the New Testament, where the Word was revealed through the advent of
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the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Similarly, the purpose of this ministry is to reap
spiritual crops. Starting with the opening ceremony, it progresses in the order of targeting to
praying to serving to inviting participants to church.

The fourth is the YeGam (i.e. Thank you, Jesus) Festival. The idea of this feast
ministry came from the Feast of Tabernacles. Its primary goal is to reap spiritual crops by
preaching Jesus Christ who came as the Word of life, beyond giving thanks for protection
for the past year and for the crops. The secondary aim is to share love with alienated and
weak people on this earth in obedience to God’s commandment, so that the kingdom of
God may come to this world. Its programs include a Festival Worship Service inside the
church and Sharing Charity Rice or Sharing Charity Fruits outside the church.

The fifth is Awaited Christmas. The idea of this feast ministry came from
Christmas. Its purpose is to help Christians to hope that what Jesus did on earth would be
accomplished through them while eagerly waiting for the coming of Jesus who came as
Immanuel, which means God with us. The ministry motivates Christians to live with the
desire to bring true peace on earth through the practice of love first shown by Jesus. Its
programs include a Christmas Eve Service and a Christmas Festival Service. The Christmas
Eve Service celebrates the birth of baby Jesus, and invitations are extended to unbelieving
parents in particular so that they may have an opportunity to hear the gospel of Jesus. The
Christmas Festival restores the proper meaning of Christmas and encourages people to
practice the humble love of Jesus in life.

The feast ministry programs proposed allow people to view the whole year at a
glance according to biblical feasts; the manual for feast ministries is well-arranged.

Furthermore, the feast ministry programs are biblical in restoring the vigor of churches.
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION

This thesis has presented the overall review of the researcher’s church feast
ministries for years. Programs of the feast ministry were investigated on the premise that
church feast ministry restores the dynamics of faith, thereby creating church growth and
revival. The feast ministry used to be focused on effective ministry. This study, however,
shifted its attention to the fundamental factors of revival and growth and investigated the
biblical and theological meanings of feast ministry. The feast ministry begins with
gathering, and its most representative characteristic is sharing.

Keeping the feast calendar in the Old Testament is God’s command directly given
to the Israelites and means that they should live life as pilgrims, breaking away from a
stable life. It implies essentially a God-centered life in God’s people. The feasts in the Old
Testament are carried over to the church year in the New Testament era in meaning and
spirit. They penetrate members’ lives and restore the vigor of the church, causing revival
and growth.

If the feast ministry is based on the Bible and can be carried out repeatedly every
year, the dynamic energy will be created in the same way that it contributed to the growth
of the early church, and the modern church should experience similar revival and growth.
The researcher hopes that the church feast ministry proposed in this thesis may prove to be

a good alternative for the Korean church.
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