Liberty University School of Divinity

A STRATEGY TO BUILD A HEALTHY CHURCH THROUGH DYNAMIC CELL
MINISTRIES: THE CASE OF GLOBAL MISSION CHURCH IN KOREA

A7 w3 E o F7] AF 954U A w3 HdF A7 AT FIEZUIE FHLE

A Thesis Project Submitted to
The Faculty of Liberty University School of Divinity
in Candidacy for the Degree of

Doctor of Ministry

by

Kyung Sik Shin (21 7 2))

Lynchburg, Virginia

May 2018



© Copyright 2018 by Kyung Sik Shin (217 4])
All rights reserved.



Liberty University School of Divinity

THESIS PROJECT APPROVAL SHEET

MENTOR
Dr. Justin Yoojung Lee
Adjunct Professor of Practical Theology

READER

Dr. Sungtaek Kim

Director, Korean Ministries

Assistant Professor of Practical Theology



ABSTRACT

A STRATEGY TO BUILD A HEALTHY CHURCH THROUGH DYNAMIC CELL
MINISTRIES: THE CASE OF GLOBAL MISSION CHURCH IN KOREA

Kyung Sik Shin
Liberty University School of Divinity, 2018

Mentor: Dr. Justin Yoojung Lee

This research covers a strategy to build a dynamic cell church. The purpose of the cell
church is not simply for church growth, but to restore the essence and function of a biblical
community. This study will examine a biblical community as well as cell churches in theory. The
study will focus its research on adult cell groups of Global Mission Church, one of the
representative Korean cell churches, which served Korean churches and others in the world
through cell conferences for its first 10 years since it began operation in a cell church system,
from 2004 to 2014.

The researcher will propose a future alternative for a dynamic cell church by analyzing
and reviewing the survey of 150 members of GMC — cell pastors, leaders, and members.
Through this research, a practical approach to creating a healthy and dynamic cell church will be

proposed such that churches can adopt the cell church system irrespective of church size.

Abstract Length: 157 words.
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SUMMARY
CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

One of spiritual winds blown among the Korean Church at the beginning of the 21
century was a craze for the cell church. Many pastors participated in cell church seminars or cell
church conferences. They tried to start cell churches, with interest in the outward growth of
churches. Many churches, however, switched from the traditional model to the cell model
without fully understanding the real essence of the cell church and the associated preparation for
it, and gave up halfway. Many of those churches are now suffering from conflict and stagnation.

The researcher has been serving for more than 10 years as a staff member and course
instructor of Global Mission Church Cell Conference for pastors and lay leaders who are
dedicated to the vision of the cell church. This study investigates biblical, theological, and
historical theories on the ministry of the cell church, confirming it to be a biblical community
designed by God. The investigation is focused on the adult cell church of Global Mission
Church, which has had a positive effect on Korean churches, as well as other churches in the
world by way of cell conferences and seminars. Additionally, the structures and characteristics of
the Global Mission Church adult cell church were copied in Ansan Dongsan Church and
Pungsunghan Church. Further, this study analyzes and evaluates the questionnaire survey of cell
pastors, who ministered in the adult cell ministry at Global Mission Church, in addition to cell
leaders and members who directly participate in and experience life in the cell church. Based on
the findings of all these investigations, practical strategies for a healthy and dynamic cell church

ministry are suggested.
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CHAPTER 2
UNDERSTANDING CELL CHURCH MINISTRY

The cell church is a basic Christian community. Jesus selected the twelve disciples and
exemplified the prototype of the cell church as he spent time with them. Information about a
biblical cell church community can be found in the passages about the early church in Acts (Acts
2:42-47). The early church met together in the temple courts and in their homes; they formed
churches in their homes based on faith only. Mark’s house in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12), Lydia’
house in Philippi (Acts 16:40), Aquila’s house in Ephesus (1 Cor. 16:19), and Nympha’s house
in Laodicea (Col. 4:15) are the typical examples of early cell church models. The theological
grounds for cell church ministry come from the study of ministry and ecclesiology. Regarding
the study of ministry, the theological grounds relate to community. The nature of community
inherent in the church can be found in God’s nature of community in the doctrine of the Trinity.
Human beings endowed with the nature of God have that attribute of community, albeit fallen. A
community is a gathering of people who have interdependent relationships with one another in
their lives. In this regard, the church forms interdependent relationships among its members.

As for ecclesiology, the theological grounds relate to the theologies of koinonia and lay
ministry. The koinonia indicates a community that is willing to share life, submit to each other,
help one other, and bear one another’s burdens through their relationship with God. The theology
of lay ministry implies the universal priesthood. The priesthood of all believers is a central
doctrine and theological ground for a church where all believers minister. First Peter 2:9 declares
that Christians are a royal priesthood. The cell church is God’s method to help all of its members

fulfill this priesthood.
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In looking at church history, it is difficult to find evidence of cell church ministry
during the period from Constantine’s religious tolerance for Christianity to Luther’s
Reformation. However, in terms of the cell church ethos of restoring the nature of community
within the church, traces of cell ministry can be found among pre-reformers (e.g. the Bohemian
Brethren and Philip Jacob Spener [1635-1705], dubbed as the Father of Pietism. John Wesley’s
cell ministry appeared in the form of band and class. George Whitefield was also fully aware of
the importance of small groups for true spiritual unity and communion within a church. Despite
such awareness, however, it seems that small group-focused meetings were not implemented
within the church. Presumably, it is Chinese house churches that indirectly contributed to the
development of cell church models, which today have been spread all over the world. Of course,
it is not assumed that most cell churches emulated or were modified from Chinese house
churches. It is true, however, that Christians over the world look in amazement and wonder at the
power of God that worked among Chinese churches, which have gathered in homes in small
groups for the past 50 years or more under the communist regime.

It may be said that the cell church is a gathering of Jesus’ life-given family. Given that a
family of flesh is joined by flesh and blood, God’s family is people united by Jesus Christ’s
blood. If a church is to experience its true nature as a community, the cell church is necessary.

True koinonia will have to be achieved as “a small church within a church.”
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CHAPTER 3
CASE STUDIES ON CELL CHURCH MINISTRY

In Chapter 3, the researcher has selected Ansan Dongsan Church, Pungsunghan Church,
and Global Mission Church to conduct case studies on cell church ministry because these
churches have had a positive impact at home and abroad through their cell conferences or
seminars. Further, these churches are successfully operating cell churches in disadvantageous
environments that may have otherwise proven fatal in terms of the attributes of community, as
they were near large churches and located in the urban areas of Ansan, Busan, and Bundang. It is
presumed that the selection of these churches is a meaningful attempt that may lead to solving
the problems of urbanization and enlargement.

The vision of Ansan Dongsan Church is to be a “Church that Experiences God, Church
that Blesses the World, and Church that Opens the Future.” The cell church of Ansan Dongsan
Church has eight important core values. The characteristics of cells in Ansan Dongsan Church
are as follows: Pursuing the essentials of the cell church; experiencing the power of the Holy
Spirit and recovery through sharing life with one another; allowing the vision of the cell church
to flow from the senior pastor to laymen; and letting the spirit of the cell church spread to local
churches through the Large Forest Movement. The training curriculum of cell nurturing is a
growth and training course designed to apply the principle of universal priesthood to the
members’ lives.

The vision of Pungsunghan Church is “2 Thousand / 20 Thousand World Vision” for
changing the community, the society, and the world. The church has a vision of sending 2,000

missionaries to all people and nations, and appointing 20,000 small group leaders to evangelize
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local communities and the nation. The eight core values of Pungsunghan Church are: Need-
centered evangelism; worship filled with spirituality; fellowship in unity; well-rounded cell
family gatherings; enthusiastic spirituality; training 2,000 workers; gift-centered ministry; and
world vision of 2,000 missionaries. To live out the last core value, the church established the
Christ-centered Two Wings Process for World Vision, which trains leaders through the
evangelism, the family, the nurturing, the discipleship, and the reproduction stages.

The vision statement of Global Mission Church is: “We hope to fulfill the vision (3N3G)
for the Kingdom of God, healing the nation and changing the world through sharing the Gospel
and loving our neighbors.” The mission statement is: “Using the cell church model, we first seek
personal transformation so that our laity can serve as missionaries within their families,
workplaces and communities to bring about change, and establish a globalized missions
network.” The four characteristics of Global Mission Church are: Extended family community;
koinonia community; universal priesthood community; and evangelism-oriented community

Global Mission Church, Ansan Dongsan Church, and Pungsunghan Church are healthy
churches that have good effects on churches at home and abroad through their cell ministry.
They actively help pastors and churches that have an interest in and vision of cell church
ministry by holding a Cell Conference, Cell-reviving Seminar, and Two Wings International
Conference, by the Global Mission Church, Ansan Dongsan Church, and Pungsunghan Church,
respectively. These churches have one thing in common: they used to be churches that
emphasized on discipleship training through education and nurturing before they switched to cell
churches. The differences between the churches are that Ansan Dongsan Church and
Pungsunghan Church emphasize the prototype cell, whereas Global Mission Church emphasizes

the model cell.
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CHAPTER 4
QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY AND ANALYSES

The purpose of the survey is to evaluate and analyze the cell groups of Global Mission
Church, which has had a positive influence on Korean churches through its cell church ministry,
thereby discovering a future-oriented, dynamic cell church alternative for Korean churches.
Participating in this survey were a total of 157 adults, comprising 25 pastors and 132 church
members. The pastors were dedicated to adult cell group ministry in Global Mission Church; the
church members were the village leaders, shepherds, and members of adult cell groups in Global
Mission Church.

The questionnaires were divided into two types: one for the pastor and one for the
church member. First, the questionnaire for the pastor consisted of 18 items in total. Questions
about basic personal information and the experience of cell ministry were asked first, followed
by diagnostic questions about the adult cell church. The questionnaire for the church member
consisted of 26 items in total. Questions about basic personal information were asked first,
followed by general questions about the adult cell church consisting of closed-ended questions
(22 items) and open-ended questions (four items).

The results of the questionnaire survey were displayed in the format of pie charts
through frequency analysis, and were marked in percentage. In the questionnaire survey, 25
pastors and 132 church members participated. The pastors who participated in the survey were
all male, and all of them were involved in adult cell ministry. As for their age, the 31-40 age
bracket accounted for 20% of total respondents; the 41-50 age bracket, 80%. There were many

common responses to a number of question items, irrespective of age and ministry career. The
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church members who participated in the survey were both male (23.5%) and female (76.5%). As
for their age, the 31-40 age bracket accounted for 10.6%; the 41-50 age bracket, 41.9%; the 51-
60 age bracket, 34.1%; and the 61-70 age bracket, 11.4%.

Using the cross-tabulation analysis function of SPSS, this chapter analyzed the
correlations between the pastors’ cell ministry career at Global Mission Church and their adult
cell group ministry at Global Mission Church; cell ministry pastors, and church members and
cell church; offices in the adult cell church of Global Mission Church and cell church; and the

types of participation in cell group gatherings and cell church.
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CHAPTER 5
STRATEGIES FOR DYNAMIC CELL CHURCH MINISTRY

The researcher designated the name of the project on the healthy and dynamic cell
ministry as Healthy & Dynamic Cell Church Upgrade Project. The researcher constructed this
research on the cell churches at Global Mission Church, Ansan Dongsan Church and
Pungsunghan Church, and the analysis and evaluation of questionnaire survey. Through this
experience it was deemed necessary for each church to refer to and adapt prudently to its cell
church the upgrade project according to the situation and circumstances of the church. As shown
in the findings of the questionnaire survey in Chapter 4, it may be said that upgrades in the
following three categories of ministry are essential for progress toward a healthy and dynamic
cell church: the role of the senior pastor in cell ministry, the continued maturity of cell leaders,
and the maturity of the cell church. Therefore, the researcher suggests strategies for the
development of a healthy and dynamic Korean cell church ministry according to each of the
three categories.

The first is the senior pastor upgrade project (SPUP). The senior pastor’s defined
pastoral philosophy about the cell ministry and related sermons were suggested as content for
this project. The senior pastor should continuously share a defined pastoral philosophy about the
cell church with assistant pastors and lay leaders through pastor meetings and cell leader training
meetings. In addition, the senior pastor should regularly preach sermons that emphasize the
essence of the cell church in order to encourage church members to properly understand and
actively participate in a cell church. Through this work, the researcher presented a list of sermons

to emphasize cell ministry.
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The second is the cell leader upgrade project (CLUP). For the contents of the cell leader
upgrade project, the researcher suggested three kinds of training: Word, prayer, and counseling.
As for training in the Word, reading through the whole Bible and practicing a faithful QT
program for deep meditation on God’s Word were suggested to equip cell leaders with spiritual
weapons. As training in prayer, an intercession training program was suggested. For the
counseling program, a creative dialogue classroom program and themes for special lectures on
counseling were suggested. They may be applied appropriately according to the situation and
circumstances of each church.

The third is the cell church upgrade project (CCUP). The results of the cross-tabulation
analysis of the questionnaire survey, through the use of SPSS, showed that the most frequent
answer to the question about time requiring improvement most in adult cell group meetings was
“time for ministry sharing” pointed out by 76% of pastors and 68.2% of church members. This
shows a need to upgrade the ministry in cell church meetings. Thus, as the contents of the cell
church upgrade project, the researcher suggested a cell group gift-finding seminar, an inner
healing retreat, an evangelistic small group, and specific programs of ministry where all cell
group members participate in short-term mission and social service. It will be necessary to adapt
them prudently according to the situation and circumstances of each church. When all the cell
group members belonging to cell church fulfill the missionary and the social service ministries in
obedience to the Great Commission — that is, the commandment of evangelism (Matt. 28:19-20),
and the commandment of love (John 13:34-35) — the healthy and dynamic cell church will

continue to be shaped.
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION

This study conducted biblical, theological, and historical investigations into the cell
church. In the course of the study, investigations were made into the cells of Global Mission
Church, Ansan Dongsan Church, and Pungsunghan Church. Further, the researcher surveyed 157
subjects consisting of adult cell church pastors and church members in Global Mission Church,
and analyzed and evaluated the results of the survey using the SPSS analysis methods.

It is this type of cell church that is a biblical community designed and illustrated by the
Lord, modeled with the twelve disciples. Cell churches identified from the early church in Acts
and other churches in the New Testament are the body of Christ, the family of God, and true
koinonia community. In the cell church, leaders and members alike share in the Word, prayer,
and ministry in the presence of Christ.

As strategies for being a health and dynamic cell church, the researcher suggested the
Healthy & Dynamic Cell Church Upgrade Project (HDCUP), comprising the senior pastor
upgrade project (SPUP), the cell leader upgrade project (CLUP), and the cell church upgrade
project (CCUP) presented in Chapter 5. It is deemed necessary for each church to refer to and
adapt prudently this project to its cell church according to the situation and circumstances of the
church. When pastors and cell leaders sacrifice and dedicate themselves as servants in imitation
of Jesus Christ, true unity in the Lord will be experienced and a healthy and dynamic cell church

will be achieved.
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