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Main idea
• The United States Army was very small after the American 

Revolution.

• The nation still struggled after gaining independence. 

• Many Native American tribes lived on both sides of the American-
Canadian border

• On top of the British impressment of American sailors, Britain also 
aided the natives.

• Fighting the Indians was a big part of what led to the declaration of 
war in 1812

• The British arming of Native Americans is the main reason how the 
United States Army stumbled into the War of 1812.



After the war 

• After the Revolution, the army was small 
and spread out along the frontier.

•The British still occupied forts along the 
western frontier.

• With the United States looking to expand, 
Indian tribes grew restless over the settler 
and sought aid from the British. Figure 1. View of Fort Pierre, Dakota Territory, 1855, a 

watercolor by Frederick Behman of the Chouteau Fur Trading 
Company, was given to the War Department. Records of the 
Office of the Quartermaster General, RG 92. 



Managing the army 
• Army were debated heavily between the 
Federalists and Jeffersonian Republicans.

• Federalists wanted a strong professional 
army.

• Jeffersonian Republicans wanted to use the 
militia for defense

• In the early years of the republic, most of 
the army’s actions was fighting against the 
Indians.

Figure 2. ”Lexington Common,” by Don Troiani. Massachusetts Historical 
Society. 



St. Clair’s Defeat
• The Indians formed a confederacy in the Northwest 
territory.

•After a failed attempt in early 1791, another attempt 
was led by General Arthur St. Clare to suppress the 
uprising.

• Discipline and disorganization was a major plague 
for St. Clair’s forces. Started with 2,000 men, had 
around 1,000 by November.

• On November 4th, Indians attacked the Americans 
and slaughtered them. 

• Worst American defeat by an Indian force. 

Figure 3. Major General Arthur St. Clair 
(1736-1818). Edward Wellmore (fl. 1834-
1867). Engraving, undated. Library of 
Congress, Prints and Photographs Division. 
Reproduction Number: LC-USZ62-16736.



Battle of Fallen Timbers
• Secretary of War Henry Knox quickly ordered a new 

campaign to subdue the natives.

• General Anthony Wayne, organized a small force and sent 
out form Fort Knox in 1794 and fought at Fallen Timbers. 

• After some maneuvering, the Indian forces were quickly 
surrounded. 

• Many of the surviving Indians fled the battlefield.  

• Treaty of Greenville was which ceded land to the U.S. and 
forced Britain to abandon the forts in the Ohio Territory. 

Figure 4. Charge of the Dragoons at Fallen 
Timbers by R. T. Zogbaum, 1895, Library of 
Congress. 



Battle of Tippecanoe 
•The frontier remained relatively quiet from any 
major campaigns.

• Chief Tecumseh formed a confederacy of his 
own in the Northwest.

•In 1811, William Henry Harrison led a campaign 
into Indiana.

• On November 7th, American and Indian forces 
clashed at Tippecanoe Creek. Resulted in an 
American victory. 

• Upon arrival to Prophetstown, the troops 
discovered gun and ammunition crates bearing 
the royal stamp of the British crown. 

• In retaliation, the Americans burned the village. 

Figure 5. Battle of Tippecanoe . Photograph. Washington DC. , 
1890. Washington DC. . 



Legacy
• After Tippecanoe, the Americans were furious of 
British encroachment into American territory.

• Along with the issue of impressment, the American 
public demanded a declaration of war against Britain. 

• Congress declared war in June 1812. 

• The army struggled in the first year, but quickly 
reformed itself.

• After 2.5 years, the Treaty of Ghent ended the war in 
the status quo antebellum .

Figure 6. President Madison, Portrait, Biography. 
https://www.biography.com/political-figures/james-madison



Selected Bibliography 
Primary sources
January 21, 1802, Annals, 7th Congress, 1st session, [Reading, Pennsylvania] Weekly 

Advertiser, January 30, 1802. 
“A Century of Lawmaking for a New Nation: U.S. Congressional Documents and 

Debates, 1774-1875,” Annals of Congress, 2nd Congress, 1st Session. 
Annals, 12th Congress, 1st session, 1407, May 6, 1812
Aurora, November 14, 1807. 
Henry Knox to Anthony Wayne, Sept. 1793. 

George Washington to the President of Congress, Dec. 20, 1776.
James Madison, War Message to Congress. James Madison Papers. Washington DC: 
Library of Congress, June 1, 1812.
James Wilkinson to Samuel Smith, July 18, 1807, Wilkinson Papers, Darlington 

Library. 
Jonathan Williams to James Wilkinson, August 8, 1803, Wilkinson Papers, Lilly 

Library. 



Selected Bibliography cont.
Secondary Sources
Buffengarger, Thomas E. “St. Clair’s Campaign of 1791: A Defeat in the Wilderness that helped     forge 
today’s U.S. Army.” U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center, September 15, 2011. 

Coffman. Edward M. The Old Army: A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 1784-1898. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1986. 

Crackle, Theodore J. Mr. Jefferson’s Army: Political and Social Reform of the Military Establishment, 1801 
1809. New York: New York University Press, 1987. 

Kohn, Richard H. Kohn. Eagle and Sword: The Federalists and the Creation of the Military Establishment in 
America, 1783-1802. New York: The Free Press, 1975

Seelinger, Matthew. “The Battle of Fallen Timbers, 20 August 1794.” The Army Historical Foundation. United 
States Army, July 16, 2014. Last modified July 16, 2014. Accessed November 2, 2023. 
https://armyhistory.org/the-battle-of-fallen-timbers-20-august-1794/. 

Stockwell Mary. Unlikely General: Mad Anthony Wayne and the Battle for America. Hartford, CT: Yale 
University Press, 2018.

“Tippecanoe.” American Battlefield Trust. American Battlefield Trust , n.d. Accessed November 17, 2023. 
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/war-1812/battles/tippecanoe. 


