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What is Manumission

Manumission is the act of freeing slaves by
their owners.

Different approaches to manumission were
developed, each specific to the time and place
of a particular society.
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Commonwealth of Virginia General Assembly
May 6, 1782

May 6, 1782 — General Assembly of Virginia
enacted a law that allowed slaveholders to

manumit their slaves at will, without government
approval « (Virginia 1821)



MAY 1782—6th or COMMONWEALTIL

CHAP. XXL

An act o authorize the manunmission
aof slaves.
‘

1. WHEREAS application bath been made to this
present general assembl hat those persons who are
i to emancipate their slaves may be empowered
%0 to deo, and the same hath been judged expedient un-
der certain restrictions: Be it ther enacted, That

it shall hereafter be lawful for any person, by his or |

her last will and testament, or by any other instrument
in writing, under his or her hand and seal, attesied and
md in the county court by two witnes or ac-
ledged by the party in the court of the county
where he or she resides, 1o emancipate and set v his
or her slaves, or any of them, who shall thereupon be
sntirely and fully discharged from the performance of
any coniract entered into during servitude, and enjoy
as full freedom as if they had been particularly named
and freed by this act.
). Provided always, and be it further enacted, That
all slaves 5o set free, not being in the judgment of the
sound mind and body, or being above tbe
y-five years, or being males under the age
-one, or females under the age of cighteen
all respectively Le supported and maintained
so liberating them, or by his or her es-
upon neglect or refusal so to dn, the court of
the county where such neglect or refusal may be, is
wered and required, vpon application to
to order the sherifl to distrain and sell so
'S estate as shall be sufficient for that
i also, That every person by wr
in his life time, or il by last will and
ecators of every person freeing any
to be delivered 1o him or her, a copy
of emancipation, atiested by the clerk
the county, who shall be paid therefor,
person emancipating, five shill , 1o be col
in the manner of viher clerk’s fees.  Every per-
or refusing (o deliver 1o any slave by
‘her set free, such copy, shall forfeit and pay

39

[Ch, LXL
in eriginal.]

[Chan. Rev.
p- 159.)
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Transcript Records of the Commonwealth 1782

LAWS OF VIRGINIA,

teu pounds, to be recovered with costs in any court of
vecord, one hall thereef to the person suing for the
same, and the other to the person to whom such cop:
ought o have been delivered. It shall be lawful for
any justice of thie peace 10 commit to the gaol of kis
counly, any emancipated slave travelling out of the
county of his or hier residence without a copy of the
instrument of his or her emancipation, there to remain
Gl such copy is prodaced and the gaoler’s fees paid.
1L, And be it further enacted; That in case any slave
so liberated shall neglect in any year to pay all taxes
and levies imposed or to be imposed by law, the court
of the county shall order the sheriff to hire out him or
ber for so long time as will raise the said taxes and le-
vies. Provided sufficient distress canwot be made up-
on his or Lier estate.  Saving nevertheless to all and
every person and persons, bodies pol or corporate,
ccessors, other than the person

cpuld or might claim if this act had never been made

CHAP. XXIL

An act to ascertain the number of
people within this commonwealth.

I. WHEREAS congress have recommended it to
ti states to ascertain the number of people

DBe it therefore enacted, That the court of eack
county within this commouwealth shall divide the same
into convenient precincts, and on or before the first day

" of October next appoint one of the justices for each

precinct to take a list of the number of people, both
white and black, therein: Every justice so appointed
shall give public notice at what place or places he in-
tends to receive the lists, by advertising the sawe at
the most public places within his precinct, and shall,
on or before the twentieth of October next following,




Different Types of Manumission

L Manumission by Last Will and
Manumission by Deed Testament
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Manumission By Deed

Manumission of Gavin
Pamphet by David Miller
of York County on
September 25, 1793
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Manumission By Last Will and Testament

Manumission by Robert E. Lee serving as
executor of the Last Will and Testament of
George W.P. Custis.

Signed on December 29, 1862

Justice of the Peace of Spotsylvania
County Benjamin S. Cason certified
Robert E. Lee’s executorship and act of
Manumission on December 29, 1962.

Certified by Judge Hustings in the City of
Richmond on January 2, 1863.




Slaves Manumitted By Robert E. L

Eleanor Harris

Ephraim Demicks ¢

George Clarke
Charles Syphax
Selena Grey
Thornton Grey

and their six
children

Emma

Sarah

Harry

Anise

Ada

Thornton
Margaret Taylor

and her four
children

Dandridge

Jhon

Billy

Quincy
Lawrence Parks

and his nine
children

Perry
George
Amanda
Martha
Lawrence
James
Magdalena

Leano .
William .
Julia Ann Check
and three children

Catharine .
infant of .
Catharine

Louis .
Henry .
Sally Norris

Len Norris

and their three
children

\YERY .
Sally .
WESEY

Old Shaack Check®
Austin Bingham *
Louisa Bingham

and their twelve
children .

Harrison .
Parks .
Reuben
Henry
Edward
Austin
Lucius
Leantche
Louisa
Caroline

Jem

and an infant
Obadiah Grey
Austin Banham
Michael Merriday

Catharine Burk
and her child

Marianne Burke
Agnes Burke

belonging the

White House estate

Robert Crider

Desiah his wife
Locky

Zack Young

and two children
Fleming
Randolph

and child

Maria Meredith

Henry her
husband

and their three
children

Nelson,

Henry

Austin

Lorenzo Webb
Old Daniel
Calvert Dandridge

Also, the following slaves

Claiborne
Johnson

Mary and John
Stewart

Harrison

Jeff

Pat

Gadsbhy

Dick

Joe

Robert
Anthony

Davy

Bill Crump
Peyton
Dandridge

Old Davy

and Eloy his wife
Milly

and her two children

Leanth

and her five children

Jasper Elijah and
Rachel, his wife

Lavinia

and her two children
Major

Phill

Miles

I

Scilla his wife

and their five
children

Lavinia
Israel
Isaiah
Lobsey
Delphy

old Fanny and her Also, the following slaves
belonging to Romancoke

husband,
Patsey

little Daniel
Cloe

NEWES

Henry

Milly

Ailsey

and her two children
Susan Pollard
Armistead and
Molly his wife
Airy

Jane

Peter

Bob

Polly

Beetsy

and her child
Molly

Charity

John

Reuben
George
Crump

Minny
Grace
Martha
Matilda

estate.
Loui
Jem
Edmond
Kitty
and her children
Mary
Dandridge
and an infant
Nancy
Dolly
Esther
Seneca
Macon and
Louisa his wife
WWEUGE
Peggy
Ebbee
Fanny
Chloe Custis
and her child
Julia Anne
Elvey Young
and her child

Charles

Amy Johnson
Anne Johnson
William and
Sarah Johnson

and their children

Ailsey

Molly

George

James

Henry
Anderson Crump
Major Custis
Lucy Custis
Nelson
Meredith

and Phoebe his
wife

and their children
Robert

Elisha

Nat

Rose

Sally

Ebee Macon

Martha Jones and
her children

Davy
Austin
Patsey
Braxton

€e

Susan Smith
Mildred

Anne Brown
Jack Johnson
Maxwell
Bingham
Henry Baker



Manumission by Purchase of Freedom

Manumission by purchase of freedom
was possible but not usually done.

One person is known to Liberty
University and did purchase his freedom
was Andrew Holt of New London,
Virginia.

e nTZicns. s hon Disrt g of g it Gecs Phocsimars
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Was a baker by trade, sold extra bread
on the side to earn a wage, used this
money to purchase his freedom and the
freedom of his family.

Remained in New London and very well
respected by the community.



Liberty University Manumission Project

Liberty University Helm School of Government
Stephen Andrew Langland

[ —

Master’s thesis on the :

manumission of slaves in &8

five counties and what
used to be called
Lynchburg City.

Currently working on his
Doctorate and made a ‘
Research Fellow with the —;

Helm School. 1 ~ N
Project expanded to

include the whole state of
Virginia.



Currently Have Sixteen Counties Completed

Date/ State

Bedford County]
[ Canptell Cony Jula [ [ ]i] w
1 lﬂ.ﬂl.lﬂ 5 Manumissions by Deed=

Lousia County 2 P Manumissions By Purchase=
, L] [l 1] y

2
2 Manumissions by Will=
L[]

Total Slaves Manumissions
FreedByYear 56231743 4 2 1529 481318311071939 3 19381235 4 22101064443 1 57 8 1 20 3 95175538 2027285 21 16 34 35 40 30 14 21 39 80 29 66 45 28 50 19 116 13 47 13 27 8542280211710  betweenl782-1865

Current questions being studied after crunching raw data are:

« Will there be a concentration of freedoms by year and a correlation to things going on in
history at that time?

» \Were slaves given their freedom more through wills, by manumission by the owner of the
slave(s), or by purchases of freedom?



Deed, Willed, or Buying Their Freedom

There ultimately was no found correlation between Manumissions and historical events.

The two largest Manumissions within these years were both from wills.

The number of freedoms from Manumissions verses the number from Wills was close to even. (Only 216 more freedoms from
Wills were registered then from regular Manumissions)

Total Purchase of Their Freedom was 78, which was expected to be lower. While some Purchase of Freedoms were small
amounts i.e., $1, $5, there were also a range from $100 to $1200, with the largest being $4000 in Lynchburg City, as it was
called then.



What Now?

The Manumission project is an ongoing project that is many years from completion.

Using students looking for CSER hours, internships through Helm School of Government and
the History Department her at Liberty University, and all volunteer work that come in freely
will help bring this project to its conclusion.

It is also the hope of the project that the information gathered can help us understand the
thinking and desires of the individuals during this timeframe.

With a continuation of the project there is the hope that the completion of the state of Virginia
will bring about a better understanding of the mindset of the individuals that owned slaves.

Further questions can also then be looked at such as “was there a religious, political,
personal, or maybe even a moral motivation or obligation with each release.”
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