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A Dual Case Study
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Early German / Nazi1 Views Towards

Women

* Norse Mythology
— Richard Wagner’s The Ring of the
Nibelung, in Ride of the Valkyrie
* Children's fairytales
— The Evil Queen in Snow White

— The Stepmother in Cinderella

The Sea Witch in The Little
Mermaid

— The Selfish Witch in Rapunzel
— Maleficent in Sleeping Beauty

Figure 2: Valkyrie (The Valkyrie, n.d., https:/etc.usf.edu/clipart/44700/44747/44747 valkyrie.htm)



Growing up 1n Nazi Germany

2 > Berufstatige
Average age 26 ft aulen

— 5-10 when the Nazi’s rose to power

Education reform

— Law for the Restoration of the
Professional Civil Service

League of German Girls

— Young Girls League S
— Faith and Beauty Society Wi noiflon 0
“Kitchen, Children, and Church” S&?ﬂt.llffltlgll 8




While 1n the Camps

* 50,000 camp guards
— 3,700 female guards

* Specific women stood out
— Irma Grese
— Isa Kolch
— Dorothea Binz
* Specific male staff that stood out
— Amon Goth
— Josef Mengele
— Oskar Groening

Figure 4: Nazi Ravensbriick camp: How ordinary w rturers (Female SS with a dog
d , https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe 55661782)



Irma Grese

1a nl

I'he Hyena of Auschwitz”

1a nl

I'he Beautiful Beast”

1a nl

I'he Beast of Belsen,”

Concentration camp guard at
Ravensbriick and Auschwitz

Warden of the women's
section of Bergen-Belsen.




Amon GoOth

“The Butcher of Plaszow”

 Commandant of the
Plaszow Camp

* Made popular by
Schindler’s List




The Hierarchy of “Worseness”™

To establish a hierarchy of suffering there too
must be a hierarchy of worseness

Separating the quantitative evidence and the
emotional testimony

Preconceived notions of gentleness and kindness
often associated with the female gender

When met with brutality the women appear worse



Post - Liberation Attitudes

* Their youth added to the g |.,
curiosity of their brutality ‘l“
« Shelly Cline

— 84% of women convicted
— 50% of men

Their attitud d
® ° Figure 7: Female guards of the Stutthof Concentration Camp at a Gdansk war trial held before the Special Law Court

: i : i r: i I l 1 I l t trl: i between 25th April and 31st May of 1946, Poland. (Female SS on Trial,
n.d., https://www.warhistoryonline.com/instant-articles/ex-guard-from-stutthof.html)
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