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Background

In the contemporary world, gender
inequality constitutes a multifaceted threat to
public welfare, characterized by the existence of
extreme economic disparity, inequitable education
access, and rampant gender-based violence
(United Nations, 2022). The COVID-19 pandemic
has heightened these disparities, harming women
and girls 1in contexts across the world. Amidst
prevalent social injustices, nongovernmental and
nonprofit organizations operate as key advocates
for gender equality.

A review of recent literature demonstrates
that storytelling 1s a powerful weapon 1n
organizational advocacy efforts. Often, this
advocacy occurs through the dissemination of
carefully crafted, compelling narratives, helping
frame social 1ssues through a humanized lens
(Mitchel & Clark, 2020). Through the
composition of stories that resonate with
audiences, these organizations help to raise public
awareness, promote audience empathy, mobilize
grassroots support, and garner financial
contributions. Organizations’ implementation of
advocacy-oriented storytelling 1s instrumental 1n
spurring collective action toward an equitable, just
world.

Introduction & Research
Question

Often, gender equality-oriented
organizations publish women’s stories as
illustrations of hope, courage, or injustice, aiding
theirr communication of focal 1ssues to the
public. While the efficacy of storytelling in their
advocacy efforts 1s widely recognized, the
specific techniques employed by these
organizations are underexplored. This thesis
aims to address this gap 1n scholarship,
investigating the following:

Research Question:

How do organizations employ women’s
individual stories to represent broader instances
of gender 1nequality, and what patterns emerge
in the storytelling strategies used to convey these
inequities across differing contexts?

Grounded Theory:
(Chun et al., 2019)
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eData collection involved

systematically locating articles
from a range of gender equality
oriented organizations. These
articles each focused on an
individual woman, highlighting
her experiences or
circumstances. Ten stories
were selected for initial coding,
and theoretical saturation was
reached after the addition of
five further stories.

Impact Outcomes: indications of the impact of intervention (policy
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Initial coding was
completed to fracture the
data into incidents,
allowing the inductive
generation of numerous
codes. These codes
assigned meaning to the
data and facilitated
incident-to-incident
comparison, allowing the
identification of emerging
patterns.

Results

changes, public awareness, or shifts in societal attitudes)

Call to Action: explicitly or

implicitly encourages the audience’s

response/participation

Optimistic Conclusion: inspiring
closing sentence suggesting
that change is possible

Emotional Appeals: [anguage
designed to elicit an emotional
response from the audience

Contrast: highlights
differences/shifts in the women’s
circumstances or experiences

Empowering Language:
description of women as
empowered/capable, regardless
of their circumstances

Temporal Sequence:
circumstances within women'’s
stories presented chronologically

Hopeful Vision: explicit or
implicit recognition of potential
positive outcomes/gains

Organizational Highlight:
demonstration of the organization’s
iInteraction with the women or

Intermediate coding involved
the identification of core
categories, the refinement of
these categories, and the
development of relationships
between them. These
processes were aided by
theoretical sampling, which
guided the collection of
additional stories to inform
the developing theory.

A qualitative research methodology involving systematic data collection and
analysis, which allows the composition of theory grounded in empirical data
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Advanced coding involved
the synthesis of the final
grounded theory,
integrating the abstract
concepts identified during
initial coding, but
organizing codes into an
explanatory whole. The
findings are presented as a
collection of interrelated
categories.

Theory

Personalized Destruction Impact:
INn-depth depiction of women’'s
individual experiences, whether

highlighting adversity or
resilience, within the larger
context of the crisis

response to the crisis at large

Audience
Engagement

Compelling
Descriptive
Techniques

Descriptive Language:
vivid wording, specific
details, and sensory
descriptions

women’s
Self-

Expansion

First Person Excerpts:
direct quotes conveying
personal experiences or

perspectives

Expression Interrelated Disparities:

demonstrates association
between varying realms
of inequality

Statistical Evidence:
Inclusion of empirical data
highlighting disparities
Scope

Women’s Empowerment:
references the concept of
women’s agency/equality in
a broad sense

Humanization: depicts women’s individual
experiences as symbolic representations of
broader societal issues

Narrative Activism: Strategic Storytelling for Women’s Advocacy

Conclusion

The systematic implementation of GT resulted in
the 1dentification of four interrelated categories:

Audience Engagement: stories included
features promoting audience interaction
Women’s Self Expression: stories provided a
platform for women to voice their experiences,
perspectives, and emotions

Scope Expansion: stories expanded the scope
of the discussion beyond individual
experiences to encompass broader spheres of
gender inequality

Compelling Descriptive Techniques: stories
employed vivid descriptions to captivate the
audience's attention

These findings 1llustrate the unique storytelling
strategies that women-focused organizations
utilize 1n their advocacy efforts. In a world where
women face pervasive, systemic injustices,
strategically crafted stories serve as powerful
tools for change.

Future Work

. How does advocacy-oriented storytelling
impact alternate avenues of public welfare?

. What are the long-term effects of narrative
activism on public attitudes, policy outcomes,
or social norms related to gender equality?

. Are there ethical considerations for garnering
social support for public welfare 1ssues
through narratives?
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