Domestic Violence within Intimate
Relationships
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Sexual Assault:
Sexual contact or behavior that occurs without explicit
consent of the victim.

Domestic Violence:
The pattern of abusive behavior in any relationship used by
one partner to gain or maintain power and control over
another partner.



About About

1in5~1in7

women men

report having experienced
severe physical violence

from an intimate partner
in their lifetime.

Note. From “Preventing intimate partner violence” by CDC, n.d. retrieved from
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/fastfact.html
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sexual violence by an
intimate partner.

10% of women
and

2% of men

report having been
stalked by an
Intimate partner.
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Head (n = 8)

Breast (n = 6)

Note. From “Every bone of my body” by Sweet, n.d. retrieved from
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953614006601



Note. From “Tik tok teenager’s video sparks domestic abuse debate” by Bramwell, n.d. retrieved from
https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-51007474



Cycle of Abuse

T—
Tensions Building
Tensions increase, breakdown of commu-
nication, victim becomes fearful and feels
the need to placate the abuser
Calm
Incident is “forgotten”,
no abuse is taking place.
The “honeymoon” phase
Incident
Verbal, emotional & physical abuse.
Anger, blaming, arguing.
Threats. Intimidation.
Reconciliation

Abuser apologizes, gives excuses, blames
the victim, denies the abuse occured, or says
that it wasn’t as bad as the victim claims

Note. From “How to end the domestic abuse cycle” by Domestic Violence Law, n.d. retrieved from https://www.domestic-violence-
law.com/blog/2015/october/how-to-end-the-domestic-abuse-cycle/



What Can We Do?

Teach how to report domestic violence/intimate

partner violence to the police in school settings




