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Introduction Results

Scripture uses parental metaphors to describe certain aspects of . . . . . .
Yahweh’s nature and how He relates to His people—the depiction This exegetical analysis of Scripture revealed that Yahweh is the ultimate comforter,

of Him as a Father is Scripture’s most prominent parental metaphor caretaker, and life-giver. Through an in-depth, inductive analysis of each passage, the

However, the lesser-known metaphor of Yahweh described as a Human — Mate rnal M etaphors ma}ternal rr_letg:)hors used were observed as part of two major categories, human and
mother is also important to consider because it provides a fuller animal. Within the human category, Yahweh is described as a routine human mother and a

picture of His relational character. mother in labor. I_n the gnimal cat-egory, He is depicted_as a mother bird (hen/(_eagle) and a
mother bear. An inductive analysis of these passages highlighted and emphasized

This study evaluates thirteen passages that depict God as a mother Moth Yahweh’s n_1aternal attrlbuFe_s as noteworthy, _conmd_ermg the hlstorlcal-cul_tural

alongside paternal metaphors in Scripture and relevant historical ) other understanc.hn.g of human/divine mo,therhood In Ancient Isr.ael and the Ancient Near East.

and cultural context. These thirteen passages are separated into two These depictions revealed Yahweh’s unique role as the ultimate Comforter, Caretaker,

categories; images of Yahweh as an animal mother (Ruth 2:12; Ps. L. - lsa. 49:15: 66:13 and Life-Giver of those who love and follow Him.
17:8; 91:4; Deut. 32:10-11; Hos. 13:8) and a human mother (Num.

11:4-6, 12-14; Isa 42:14; 49:15; 66:13: Prov. 8:22-26; Ps. 90:1-2: Conclusions | | .
Isa. 45:9-11; Deut. 32:18). This study discusses how these This study has shown that Scripture uses parental metaphors to describe certain aspects of

distinctive maternal metaphors reveal that Yahweh is the ultimate ""“As one whom his mother comforts, so | will comfort you; Yahweh's nature and how He relates to His people. While depicting Him as a Father is

Comforter, Caretaker, and Life-giver, just as much as He embodies And you will be comforted in Jerusalem.” (Isa. 66:13) significant and compelling, it is also essential to consider the maternal metaphors used to
the characteristics emphasized by His paternal associations in describe Him in the Old Testament. These depictions reveal His unique role as the
Scripture L ultimate Comforter, Caretaker, and Life-Giver of those who devote their lives to
. igure 1. an image of a mother holding her child as a depiction of the - - - -
roters o of ke (Phoogly by Notle Sk, following Him. Understanding Yahweh's paternal and maternal metaphors ultimately

strtir: o eppy. ot hood-chIK T blck-oulineiple- s provides a fuller consideration and appreciation of His nature and character as the God of
Christianity.

Mother in Labor

- Ps. 90:1-2

Research Methodology RS

While depictions of Yahweh’s paternal nature take precedence throughout
Scripture, the Old Testament also uses maternal descriptions that depict

His unique role as a comforter, caretaker, and life-giver. The cultural o " "
movement away from motherhood has prompted this approach to You forgot the Rock who fathered you, B I b I |Og rap hy

Scripture with the inquiry into God’s position on the cosmic significance And forgot the God who gave you birth.” (Deut. 32:18) e 2. An nage of 2 preqrant mother that epresets the category of Yaheh depicted 254
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