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Characters of Storming Heaven



Historical Fact, Fictional Characters
• Highly accurate historical framework

– Events resembling the Matewan Massacre and assassination of Sid Hatfield, even down to 
minor details

– “I didn’t make anything up, I didn’t want to be accused of exaggerating. I even left out 
some atrocities because I was afraid readers wouldn’t believe them” (Giardina, qtd. in 
Boudreau 9)

• Fictional replacements of analogous historical figures

– Isom Justice & Albion Freeman –Sid Hatfield, martyred sheriff of Matewan

– Carrie Bishop – Jessie Lee Maynard, wife of Sid Hatfield

– Rondal Lloyd – Bill Blizzard, union organizer and unofficial general of the miners’ army

– C.J. Marcum – Mayor Cabell Testerman, defender of union interests



Representations



Representations



Establishing Continuity



“The Coal Companies Still Own the Land”



Works Cited
Boudreau, Tim. “Fighting Back: Denise Giardina.” Now and Then, vol. 5, no. 1, pp. 9-10, Spring 1988, https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED313198.pdf. Accessed 28 April 2022.

Demos, John. “Reenacting an Early American Life: Fiction as History.” Early American Literature, vol. 55, no. 1, 2020, pp. 7–20, https://www.jstor.org/stable/26864653. Accessed 28 Apr. 
2022.

Fitzgerald, Jake. Denise Giardina's "Storming Heaven": Cultural Marginalization in Appalachia, East Carolina University, Ann Arbor, 2017. ProQuest, 
http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?qurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proquest.com%2Fdissertations-theses%2Fdenise-giardinas-storming-heaven-
cultural%2Fdocview%2F1914898657%2Fse-2%3Faccountid%3D12085.

Freedgood, Elaine. “Hetero-Ontologicality.” Worlds Enough: The Invention of Realism in the Victorian Novel, Princeton University Press, 2019, pp. 99–114, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvfrxrv5.9. Accessed 28 Apr. 2022.

Giardina, Denise. Storming Heaven. Random House Publishing Group, 1987.

Gillespie, Kim. “‘Storming Heaven’ in the Decade of Greed.” Journal of the Appalachian Studies Association, vol. 7, 1995, pp. 101–10, http://www.jstor.org/stable/41445684. Accessed 28 
Apr. 2022.

Jolliff, William. Heeding the Call: A Study of Denise Giardina's Novels, West Virginia University Press, 2020. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral-proquest-
com.ezproxy.liberty.edu/lib/liberty/detail.action?docID=6141213.

Kahn, Si. “Organizing, Culture, and Resistance in Appalachia: Past, Present, and Future.” Journal of Appalachian Studies, vol. 18, no. 1/2, 2012, pp. 8–24, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23337704. Accessed 28 Apr. 2022.

Kearney, Richard. “Parsing Narrative - Story, History, Life.” Human Studies, vol. 29, no. 4, 2006, pp. 477–90, http://www.jstor.org/stable/27642770. Accessed 4 May 2022.

Robertson, Campbell. "Remembering a 100-Year-Old Battle for Coal Miners' Rights: [National Desk]." New York Times, Sep 06, 2021. ProQuest, 
http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?qurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proquest.com%2Fnewspapers%2Fremembering-100-year-old-battle-coal-miners%2Fdocview%2F2569311835%2Fse-
2%3Faccountid%3D12085.

Savage, Lon. Thunder in the Mountains. 1985. University of Pittsburgh Press, 1990.

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED313198.pdf
http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?qurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proquest.com%2Fdissertations-theses%2Fdenise-giardinas-storming-heaven-cultural%2Fdocview%2F1914898657%2Fse-2%3Faccountid%3D12085
http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?qurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proquest.com%2Fdissertations-theses%2Fdenise-giardinas-storming-heaven-cultural%2Fdocview%2F1914898657%2Fse-2%3Faccountid%3D12085
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41445684.%20Accessed%2028%20Apr.%202022
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41445684.%20Accessed%2028%20Apr.%202022
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.liberty.edu/lib/liberty/detail.action?docID=6141213
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.liberty.edu/lib/liberty/detail.action?docID=6141213
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23337704.%20Accessed%2028%20Apr.%202022
http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?qurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proquest.com%2Fnewspapers%2Fremembering-100-year-old-battle-coal-miners%2Fdocview%2F2569311835%2Fse-2%3Faccountid%3D12085
http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?qurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proquest.com%2Fnewspapers%2Fremembering-100-year-old-battle-coal-miners%2Fdocview%2F2569311835%2Fse-2%3Faccountid%3D12085

	Slide 1: Realizing History through Fiction:  Historical Representation in Storming Heaven
	Slide 2: The West Virginia Mine Wars of 1920-21
	Slide 3: Characters of Storming Heaven
	Slide 4: Historical Fact, Fictional Characters
	Slide 5: Representations
	Slide 6: Representations
	Slide 7: Establishing Continuity
	Slide 8: “The Coal Companies Still Own the Land”
	Slide 9: Works Cited

