
Crusading Vows During and After the Crusades

Source: By Unknown author - Egerton ms. 1500[1], fol. 45v, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4681497 

• Crusading Idea Developed in the 11th century

• Vow before clergy and God

• Control over violence in Europe



Subsequent Crusades

By Jean Colombe and Sebastien Momerot, 14th century, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3108659

• The Papacy attempted to control the 
spiritual and secular aspects of the 
crusader vow

• The widening of the Crusades to other 
lands meant a change to the fulfillment of 
the crusader vow

• The military orders played a large part in 
the evolution of the crusading vow



Conclusion

By David Aubert (1449-79) - 15th century miniature. [1] « Croniques abregies commençans au temps 
de Herode Antipas, persecuteur de la chrestienté, et finissant l&#039;an de grace mil IIc et LXXVI », 
ou « livre traittant en brief des empereurs », par David Aubert. Tome II f 205r, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3107592

• Vows to fight the enemies of God
were present before the Crusades

• The combination of spiritual fight with a 
Earthly fight was a potent combination

• Military vows continue today in the oath
of office for commissioned officers of the
Armed forces of many different countries
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