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Introduction

• Spanish language learning and 
education

• Numerous language learning 
strategies

• Methods and types of learners

• Propose a study that will 
benefit future educators and 
learners

Figure 1.
Teacher and students

Note. From “A Man in Blazer Looking at the Students Work” by M. Nilov, 2021, 
retrieved from https://www.pexels.com/photo/a-man-in-blazer-looking-at-the-
students-work-9159042/. CCO 1.0 



Comprehensible Input (CI)

• i + 1 model

• Input that is slightly above the learner’s current level 
of acquisition

• Success in classrooms with learners of a foreign 
language

(Krashen, 1985; Ash, 2017; VanPatten et al., 2020; Lichtman & VanPatten, 2021). 



Heritage Language Learners

A heritage language learner (HLL): 

1. Has some linguistic knowledge of the language OR

2. Has some type of connection with the language 

• Spanish HLLs make up largest heritage population

•Need for differentiated instruction

(Burgo, 2017; Randolph, 2017; Barros & Bachelor, 2018; Brown et al., 2018; Carreira et al., 2019; 
Beaudrie, 2020; Burgo, 2020; MacGregor-Mendoza, 2020; Wilson & Beaudrie, 2021)



Heritage Language Learners in the Classroom

• Separate programs for 
HLLs

•Combining HLLs and 
learners of a second 
language (L2)

•Diverse skill set

• Interest levels

(Randolph, 2017; Brown et al., 2018; Beaudrie, 2020)

Note. From “woman carrying white and green textbook photo” by J. Trueba, 2019, 
retrieved from https://unsplash.com/photos/iQPr1XkF5F0. CCO 1.0 

Figure 2.
Students in class



Gap in Current Research

•Lack of data detailing HLLs experiences with CI as a 
language learning strategy in the public high school 
setting, specifically among Spanish HLLs



Purpose of 
Theoretical Study

•Determine instructional 
needs of Spanish 
heritage language 
learners 
•Give language educators 

insight into learner 
preferences
•Address gap in the 

research

Figure 3.
Research papers

Note. From “Magnifying Glass on Top of Document” by A. Nekrashevich , 2021, retrieved from 
https://www.pexels.com/photo/magnifying-glass-on-top-of-document-6801648/ CCO 1.0 



Research Question

What are the experiences Spanish HLLs in the public 
high school setting have with comprehensible input 

as a language learning strategy?



Methods

•Qualitative Study

• Sample: 12 to 15 Spanish HLLs in public high school 
classrooms in Southwest Virginia, where CI is used 
as a language learning strategy



Methods

Data Collection:

•Writing prompt 
responses

• Individual interviews

•Focus groups

Figure 4.
Girl writing

Note. From “Woman in Yellow Shirt Writing on White Paper” by A. Piacquadio, 2018, 
retrieved from https://www.pexels.com/photo/woman-in-yellow-shirt-writing-on-white-
paper-3807755/. CCO 1.0 



Methods

Data analysis: 

• Synthesize and analyze overarching themes

•Look for patterns in responses



Implications

•Valuable information for 
language educators

•Means to understanding
how HLLs process
instruction

•Basis for future studies 

Figure 5.
Smiling teacher 

Note. From “woman in blue tank top standing beside white wall” by ThisisEngineering
RAEng, 2020, retrieved from https://unsplash.com/photos/TXxiFuQLBKQ. CCO 1.0 



Christian Worldview

• Showing students the love of Christ

•Mirroring Jesus’ example of instruction

•Matthew 18:12



References
Ash, R. (2017). The MovieTalk: A practical application of comprehensible input theory. Teaching Classical Languages, 8(2), 70–84. 

https://tcl.camws.org/sites/default/files/TCL%208.2%20Ash.pdf

Barros, G. M. & Bachelor, J. (2018). Pragmatic instruction may not be necessary among  heritage speakers of Spanish: A study on requests. Journal of Foreign Language Education 

and Technology, 3(1). https://www.learntechlib.org/p/208839/.

Beaudrie, S., Ducar, C., & Potowski, K. (2014). Heritage language teaching: Research and Practice. New York: McGraw Hill Education.

Beaudrie, S. M. (2020). Towards growth for Spanish heritage programs in the United States: Key markers of success. Foreign Language Annals, 53(3), 416–437. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/flan.12476

Brown, A. V., Thompson, G. L., & Lacorte, M. (2018). Helping Spanish heritage language learners find their place. In The Changing Landscape of Spanish Language Curricula: Designing 

Higher Education Programs for Diverse Students (pp. 47–71). Georgetown University Press. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvvngv2.8

Burgo, C. (2017). Comparing advanced L2 and heritage language learners’ Spanish grammars. Revista Española De Lingüística Aplicada, 30(1), 52-73. 

https://doi.org/10.1075/resla.30.1.03bur

Burgo, C. (2020). 6 Writing strategies to develop literacy skills for advanced Spanish heritage language learners. Dimension, 55. https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1249776.pdf

Carreira, M., Chik, C. H., & Karapetian, S. (2019). Project-based learning in second language acquisition (pp. 135–152). Routledge.

Cox, T. L., & Malone, M. E. (2018). A validity argument to support the ACTFL Assessment of Performance Toward Proficiency in Languages (AAPPL). Foreign Language Annals, 51(3), 

548-574. https://doi.org/10.1111/flan.12353



References
Clementi, D. & Terrill, L. (2017). The keys to planning for learning: Effective curriculum, unit, and lesson design (2nd ed.). American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 

(ACTFL). https://libertyonline.vitalsource.com/books/9781942544593

English Standard Version Bible. (2001). ESV Online. https://esv.literalword.com/

Krashen, S. D. (1985). The input hypothesis: issues and implications. Laredo Publishing.

Lichtman, K., & VanPatten, B. (2021). Was Krashen right? Forty years later. Foreign Language Annals, 54(2), 283-305. https://doi.org/10.1111/flan.12552

MacGregor-Mendoza, P. (2020). Language, culture, and Spanish heritage language learners: Reframing old paradigms. Dimension. 

https://go.openathens.net/redirector/liberty.edu?url=https://www.proquest.com/scholarly-journals/language-culture-spanish-heritage 

learners/docview/2459004180/se-2

Randolph, L. J. (2017). Heritage language learners in mixed Spanish classes: Subtractive practices and perceptions of high school Spanish teachers. Hispania, 100(2), 274–288. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/26387779

Rubio, F., Hacking, J.F. (2019). Proficiency vs. performance: What do the tests show? Educational Linguistics, vol 37. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-01006-5_8

VanPatten, B., Keating, G. D., & Wulff, S. (2020). Theories in second language acquisition (3rd ed.). Routledge.

Wilson, D. V., & Beaudrie, S. M. (2021). Heritage language teaching (pp. 63–79). Routledge.


	Slide 1: Comprehensible Input as a Language Learning Strategy Among Heritage Language Learners in the Spanish Classroom
	Slide 2: Overview
	Slide 3: Introduction
	Slide 4: Comprehensible Input (CI)
	Slide 5: Heritage Language Learners
	Slide 6: Heritage Language Learners in the Classroom
	Slide 7: Gap in Current Research
	Slide 8: Purpose of Theoretical Study
	Slide 9: Research Question
	Slide 10: Methods
	Slide 11: Methods
	Slide 12: Methods
	Slide 13: Implications
	Slide 14: Christian Worldview
	Slide 15: References
	Slide 16: References

