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Basic Bio
• Born	in	1887	in	the	backwoods	of	Tennessee
• Raised	in	a	Christian	home	but	fell	away	after	
his	father’s	death	in	1911

• Returned	to	faith	after	the	death	of	his	best	
friend

• Was	drafted	into	WW1	
• Filed	as	a	Conscientious	objector	but	it	was	
denied

• Became	a	decorated	war	hero
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My primary research questions
• Could a man’s life story be turned into a 

film that would appeal to a modern 
audience?

• What life events were the most important to 
include

• What were the different methods for 
adapting a life story?



Blake Snyder Beat Sheet

Snyder,	B.	(2019).	Blake	Snyder	
Beat	Sheet.	New	York;	
Screenwriting	.



Non-linear
• Allows for tension and action throughout the 

story
• Heavily influenced by Greta Gerwig’s Little 

Women and Christopher Nolan’s Batman 
Begins

• Use York’s time in the military as the main 
timeline with flashbacks to earlier life



Make it a love story
• Classic love story between York and Gracie
• York’s love for his country and his God 



Opening Image and Set Up
• Target practice at a military camp where we meet York.
• Brief flashback to him as a young man doing target 

practice with his friends. He is an excellent shooter
• York gets two bullseyes back-to-back when it’s his turn 

to shoot
• His major is confused as York had filed as a 

conscientious objector so he calls him into his office 
• York talks with his commanding officers about his 

reason for not fighting



Themes Stated and Catalyst
• Sometimes one way to be a peace maker is to 

fight for what’s right. 
• You don’t need hate to fight a war. You need 

love
• York’s superiors send him home to think it 

over



Flashback while traveling home
• York’s father teaches him how to hunt
• York’s father dies
• People say Christian cliches at the funeral
• This pushes York toward drinking, fighting and 

gambling



Debate
• York arrives home and the first place he goes 

is to his family’s church
• Flashback to him becoming a Christian at a 

revival meeting
• He goes to see his fiancé Gracie



Flashback as part of Debate
• Alvin and Gracie meet for the first time- they 

can’t have a relationship because he isn’t a 
Christian

• Once he is a Christian they start to fall in love
• Alvin proposes before he leaves for camp



Debate continued 
• York goes up on the mountain
• He reads several passages of scripture 

including ‘blessed are the peacemakers’



Break into Act Two
York decides that he is called to fight



B-Story
• York tells Gracie about his decision to fight
• He reminds her that he’s fighting for her and 

their future family
• She promises to pray for him every day even if 

she doesn’t like him going off to war



Promise of the Premise
• York goes back to camp
• He and his company are sent to France
• Several smaller battles play out
• York relies on God for his strength even 

though he misses home and struggles to 
connect with his fellow soldiers at times



Midpoint
York is promoted to corporal



Bad Guys Close in
York and his company are ordered to proceed to 
the Argonne Forest



All is Lost
One of York’s men who is also a close friend is 
killed 



Dark night of the Soul
• York grieves his friend
• Flashback to York’s childhood best friend 

dying in a bar fight- this is what compelled 
York to become a Christian



Break into Act Three
• York writes to Gracie. He tells her about his 

friend and that he has decided to fight even 
harder

• The battle for the Decauville Railroad begins



Finale
• The 82nd have to cross a large funnel shape valley
• They are hit hard by machine gun fire
• York and his men make a plan to put a machine gun nest out of action 
• They encounter a medical unit that are so surprised they throw up their hands and 

surrender 
• It turns out to be a trap- they are hit hard by machine guns and soon York is the only 

one left
• York uses the hunting trick his father taught him to kill 20 Germans before a major 

surrenders to him and York captures the remaining soldiers in the company
• He takes them back to the few surviving men that had been drawing fire and 

declares that they will to take them back alive
• On the way back to their company, they go through the German frontlines where 

they capture the rest of the company bring their prisoner total up to 132 



Finale Continued
• York and his men arrive back at their camp 

unharmed
• York is promoted to Sergeant
• They rejoin their company and capture the 

Decauville Railroad
• The war is ended
• York is celebrated as a war hero but still longs to 

go home



Final Image
York sits on his front steps and watches the sun 
rise. Gracie slips out to stand beside him. He 
reaches up his left hand revealing a simple 
wedding band and pulls her down beside him.  
They share a few words and a kiss before the 
credits roll



Alvin York

Life	of	a	Peacemaker



Sources
• Mastriano,	D.	V.	(2014). Alvin	York:	A	new	biography	of	the	
hero	of	the	Argonne.	University	Press	of	Kentucky.

• Lee,	D.	D.	(2002). Sergeant	york:	An	American	hero.	
University	Press	of	Kentucky.

• Arnold	,	D.	(2012).	Sergeant	York	. Adventures	in	Odyssey.	
episode.


