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Background Information
• 5 children under the age of 5 die every 

minute from VAD (WHO, 2022)

• A solution was developed: Golden Rice 
(Plant Physiology, 1990)

• GR successfully passed all safety tests, but it 
remains sidelined (IRRI, 2020)

(FDA, 2023; New Zealand FSA, 2017; Health Canada, 2017)



Artifact: 

"WHY WE OPPOSE GOLDEN RICE"

Figure 1
Google Search Screenshot
Note: Screenshot taken by 
Anton

• Replication of the Stop 
Golden Rice Network's article 
as evidence by a google 
search



Research Question:

"How does the anti-GMO narrative created by 
the Stop Golden Rice Network article affect 

the acceptance and consideration of this crop 
as a potential life saver?"



Roadmap

1. Content analysis of the artifact
2. Synthesize Ernest Borman's 

Symbolic Convergence Theory
3. Apply theory to the "Why We 

Oppose Golden Rice" article
4. Develop implication theories



Significance

• After 30 years of successful testing, 
GR is still rejected

• Condemning millions of children to a 
premature death

(Department of Agriculture, 2021)



Methodology

• Content Analysis

• Developed coding scheme

• Three categories: Corporate power, 
dangerous, and not effective 

• Applied results to Symbolic 
Convergence Theory



Figure 2
Coding Chart
Created by Lindsay Anton



Synthesis of Theory

Three Tenants:

1. Recurring phrases are deployed

2. Phrases gain widespread adoption

3. By using those common phrases, the group 
conscience creates their own symbolic 
reality

Ernest Borman's Symbolic Convergence

(Borman, 1985)



Apply Tenants to Artifact
1. Repeated phrases/themes symbolizing GR 

(Mallikarjuna et al., 2021)

2. People accepted GR as a symbol of evil 
(Hirschi, 2020)

3. Countries believe the narrative is indicative 
of public opinion (Wu et al., 2021)

(Refer back to Figure 2: Coding Chart)

(FDA, 2023; WHO; 2021, American Medical Association, 2012; Baveye, 2021; 
Shew et al., 2021; Lynas et al., 2021; Nyhan et al., 2021)



Return to Question

"How does the anti-GMO narrative 
created by the Stop Golden Rice 

Network article affect the acceptance 
and consideration of this crop as a 

potential life saver?"



Develop Implications
1. Weaponized rhetoric tears us 

apart (Wu et al., 2021)

2. Weaponized rhetoric keeps us from 
progress (UNICEF, 2021)



Limitations

One researcher

Lack of sources 
from local 

authorities in 
Africa

GMO hate is 
created by more 
complex factors 

than what is 
simply presented 
in this research



Conclusion Overview

1. Synthesis of communication theory: 
Symbolic Convergence

2. Synthesis of artifact: "Why We Oppose 
Golden Rice" article

3. Developed implication



Questions?
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