TORN BETWEEN THE
“CREEDS OF THE DEVIL”:
THE GERMAN-FINNISH
CO-BELLIGERENCY IN
WORLD WAR II

Figure 1: “Finnisches Freiwilligen-Bataillon der Waffen-SS” Fallschirmjager.
https://www.tumblr.com /fallschirmjager/9313394329 /finnisches-freiwilligen-bataillon-der-waffen-ss.
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Figure 2. Keyes, Gene. Map 4 USSR Seizures, Treaty of Moscow, Mar. 12, 1940. https://warontherocks.com/2016/07 /lessons-from-the-winter-war-frozen-grit-and-finlands-fabian-defense/
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[l. Probable Allies and their Tasks:

1. On the wings of our operation the active participation of Romania and Finland in the war
against Soviet Russia is to be expected.

The High Command will in due time arrange and determine in what form the armed forces of the
two counties will be placed under German command at the time of their intervention.

2. It will be the task of Rumania to support with selected forces the attack of the German
southern wing, at least in its beginnings; to pin the enemy down where German forces are not
committed; and otherwise to render auxiliary service in the rear area.

3. Finland will cover the concentration of the German North Group (parts of the XXI Group)
withdrawn from Norway and will operate jointly with it. Besides, Finland will be assigned the task
of eliminating Hangé.

Figure 4: “Fuhrer’s Directive (December 18, 1940),” United States Department of State, Documents on German Foreign
Policy; From the Archives of the German Foreign Ministry, Washington: United States Printing Office, 1957-1964. Series D,
The War Years, Volume 11: February 1- June 22, 1941. Document 532, 899-902.

Hitler’s Directive No. 21
December 18, 1940

Figure 3: “Fuhrer’s Directive (December 18, 1940),” United States Department
of State, Documents on German Foreign Policy; From the Archives of the German
Foreign Ministry, Washington: United States Printing Office, 1957-1964. Series
D, The War Years, Volume 11: February 1- June 22, 1941. Document 532,
899-902.




Finland’s Predicament

Growing Isolation
Fall of Norway June 10, 1940
Fall of France June 25, 1940
Soviet Diplomatic Blunders
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Figure 5: “Map showing the Nazi and Soviet-controlled borders of Europe by the end of May/beginning of June
1941.” https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Europe_before_Operation_Barbarossa, 1941_(in_German).png




When did Finnish leaders know about and agree to
participate in Operation Barbarossa?

Trade Agreement June 1940
Petsamo Agreement July 1940
Transit Agreement September 1940

Increased interactions between military
and political officials from January
1941-May 1941

Authorization of Finnisches Freiwilligen
Battalion der Waffen SS for the SS-
Panzerdivision Wiking

M ay 2 5 3 1 9 4 1 s me eting b etwe e n Finnis h Figure 6 “The commander of Luftflotte 1, Colonel General Alfred Keller arrives at

Mensuvaara airport to inspect the German gunboats.” The Finnish Defense
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The Continuation War Begins
Hitler’s June 22, 1941, radio broadcast:

The Wehrmacht “united with their Finnish
comrades...in cooperation with the heroes

of Finnish freedom, under their marshal, are
protecting Finnish soil.”

Finnish President Risto Ryti’s June 26, 1941, radio
address:

“From the instant of commencement of
hostilities between Germany and Soviet Union,
numerous instances of border violations have
been committed by the Soviet Union... In this
manner has commenced our second battle for
defence [sic] ... We have for ever been
confronted with pressure from East. For
alleviation of this pressure, for annihilation of
eternal threat, for safeguarding
happy and peaceful life of future
generations, we now take up arms.”

Figure 7 “Army deployments in the beginning of the Continuation War in early July 1941. “https:/ /upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f9 /Continuation War July 1941 English.jpg
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Figure 12. “Battle of Tali-Ihantala.” https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tali-Thantala 25_06_1944.jpg

Battle of Tali-Thantala
June 25-July 9,1944

Stalemate broken by the Soviet
Summer 1944 Offensive

Finnish IV Corp of 50,000 under

Lt. General Taavetti Laatilkainea
faced the Soviet 215t Army
composed of over 150,000 men
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Figure 12. Andersen, Andrew. Finland after World War II. 2003. https://www.reddit.com/
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Figure 13 “Laying Wreaths at the Graves of the Fallen.” The Finnish Home Front.
Finnish Wartime Archives: From the front line to the home front 1939-1945. SA-

kuva. http:/ /sa-kuva.fi/

“If war and peace could be decided by the front-line
soldier, wars would be few and far between, and peace
would be just. He knows the horrors of war.”
Colonel Y. A. Jarvinen
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