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Abstract and/or Background

Background:
Being a local of the southeastern Pennsylvania area St. David’s became
an area of interest for me 1n understanding the history of my town.

Methods:

Using primary sources from both the archives and the internet as well as
interviewing the current rector of St. David’s, Rev. Frank Allen, I began

to gather information useful to my research.

Results:

Ultimately, I identified that St. David’s contains immense historical
significance to the Colonial American era and to the history of
Southeastern Pennsylvania

Conclusions:

My goal in conducting this research 1s to highlight the historical

importance of this church and its relation to Colonial America. My hope

1s that eventually, students of colonial American history understand the
importance of this small church and can be inspired to discover the
history of their local towns.

Introduction and/or Research
Question

Being from southeastern Pennsylvania the history of the region
always fascinated me. I also am of Welsh descent and have family
members who settled in northern Pennsylvania. These factors
motivated me to conduct research on the region and I eventually
stumbled upon St. David’s Church. Located only two miles from my
home this church was practically in my backyard, and I began to
connect with members of 1ts community in my desire to highlight the
importance of the history of the church.

In the fall of 2022, I took Colonial American history taught by Dr.
Samuel Smith. Through taking this course, I learned more about the
era and realized how important St. David’s was to this era. Thus, I
began to conduct serious research to St. David’s and arrived at my
research question: How did St. David’s church impact Colonial
America?

Methods

Living only a few
miles from the church,
I have personally
visited the grounds and
interviewed the parish
priest and members of
the community. In
addition, using primary
sources and archives at
the church has
contributed to my
research.

| Figure 1. St. David’s Church
-+ (Photo by Maximus Marlowe).

The Colonial American Historical Significance of St. David’s Church
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Figure 3. St. David’s Church

Figure 2. St. David’s Church (Photo by Maximus Marlowe).

(Photo by Maximus Marlowe).
The graveyard at St. David’s 1s the
final resting place of several

historical figures and many
parishioners from the colonial era

1s one of the oldest
churches 1n southeastern
Pennsylvania

Above the door to the church contains a stone gifted
to the parish in the late 18" century. From St.
David’s cathedral in Dyfed, Wales, this stone carved
into the shape of a cross 1s from the 9th century and
was included in the original construction of St.
David's Cathedral in Wales

Figure 5. Interior of St. David’s Church (Photo by Maximus Marlowe).

Built in 1715, St. David’s

\

Figure 4. Interior of St. David’s Church (Photo by Maximus Marlowe).

The altar at St. David’s emulates a Puritan style and
emphasis. Notice the pulpit being higher than the
alter as the congregation held scripture as being
more 1mportant than the sacraments

A letter of resignation from Rev. William Currie during the start of the

American Revolution. Rev. Currie was a Scottish Anglican priest who
helped expand the church. Rev. Currie was at St. David’s during the Great
Awakening and was strongly opposed figures such as George Whitfield
and Gilbert Tennant

Figure 6. Interior of St. David’s Church (Photo by Maximus Marlowe).
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*| The Wardens & Vestrymen of St. Davids Church :
| Gentlemen X Hay ye 18th 1776

' Age & Infirmity having rendred me unable to officiate any longer, I
~ take this metho:a to let you know :hnt I shall decline attending

|1 your Church any more, but though providence has so ordered that I

can Serve you no more in public yet God forbid that I Should cease
- to pray for you in private; No: as I have taken the best care I was
able under an infirm State of Health to Shew you the good & right
way, So while I breath, I will not cease to pray that God give
you his grace to enable you to walk in it---. And as I S naI .
cease to pray for you, I beseech you neglect not to pray for your
Selves. Prayer is at all times your duty, but more especially in
troublesome times. When deprived of the Church, make use of the 3
Closet, and there pour out your Comp!'aints to hi.n ‘who Seeth in
; Secret & will in his own good time reward you,,,oppenly A De out /
tho' he has but his Chamber to retire to, and his doors Shut
upon him, yet he lives as it were in Goshen. When flashes oi;,.
Judgment burst upon other persons, tis calm m&tﬂe‘ p‘x!ayerrmom .
When the destroying Angel had overrun every House in Egypt tivith. &
death, when there was nothing but Carcasses & Crying in each ~* :
Dwelling There was not one Shriek in all the Land ot,,Goghen nh 3
Vhen a thick darkness dwelt upon the nation, th
- had light in all their dwellings. And when a 1
as it were on God's countenance & pours down
- Tempests upon a careless lukewarm & Backsl

in & reveals his comforts, as is So there as

that time a Pillar of light to the one, & of

Let the devotion Chamber be your Sanctuary t  tr esome
times be overpassed, flee for refuge to the Komo? er, the
throne of grace, there offer up the Incense of your pra,
~ the lifting up of your hands be %g;the ‘evening Sacrifice. Thus f"?
~my dear little flock I bid you heartily farewell, & am H:lth great
~ love & affection your faithfull pastor t:lll death. e

/s/ William Currie

‘Williem Currie served»«as luss:l.on% to St. Davids
,:boginn.ing in 1’73'7, and with 535@ nppgohoh of the Revolution

1% ‘burted outside thelchancel w.lndow

‘penned th:l.s a.ffect:l.onate letter o ea gnation 1n May, 1776. He
none the less oontinuedtto e,

‘here w:lth "no lucretive m*oiwzg ﬁe Live

Results and/or Conclusion

| A Thief Breaks into the Churcfl-{

From B. Franklin’s Pennsylvania Gazette
June 17, 1742

Figure 7. Interior of St. David’s Church
(Photo by Maximus Marlowe).

In my research, I discovered a possible error in
the archives of St. David’s. In the church 1s a
newspaper article describing the theft of church
items 1n 1742. While there existed records of
theft of church items 1n the summer of 1742,
these were instead listed 1n American Weekly
Mercury article.

Future Work

Determine the importance that St. David’s had in the American
Revolution

Determine the importance the church still has on the Radnor
community

Determine the prominence of Dr. Henry Y. Harter and his relation to

Adm. Horatio Nelson
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