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Introduction

The beauty of nature has fascinated humans throughout history, instilling wonder and
admiration. However, its significance extends beyond its visual appeal. Nature serves as a means
through which the divine communicates with humanity. Thomas Berry eloquently states, "To
disregard the natural world is to disregard the divine."! Thus, the thesis of this study is clear and
relevant: "The nature of beauty and its objective manifestation serve as evidence of the existence
of the God described in the Bible." This exploration aims to delve into beauty's profound role in
shaping human perception and understanding, particularly when viewed through the lens of
objectivity. By contemplating beauty as an objective quality, we seek to uncover how it can
serve as a powerful indicator pointing towards the God described in the pages of the Bible. This
investigation holds particular significance for Christian believers who may find themselves
wrestling with the inherent subjectivity of beauty, grappling with doubts and skepticism as they
endeavor to discern and know God through the intricate tapestry of His creation.

Amid this journey, believers may face internal struggles and external influences that
challenge their faith and perception of beauty. The tension between the subjective nature of
beauty and the longing for a deeper, more objective connection to the divine can give rise to
uncertainties and questions regarding the existence and nature of God. Additionally, cultural
influences can shape and mold our understanding of beauty, potentially leading to conflicts
between societal norms and spiritual truths.

Despite these challenges, exploring beauty as an objective reflection of God's creativity
and presence in the world can offer a transformative pathway for believers to deepen their faith

and spiritual connection. By recognizing beauty as a universal language that transcends

! Thomas Berry and Thomas Mary Berry, The Sacred Universe (Columbia University Press, 2009), 180.



individual preferences and cultural constructs, believers can discover new avenues for
experiencing the divine and acknowledging the fingerprints of God in the beauty that surrounds
us.

Through thoughtful reflection, open dialogue, and a willingness to engage with the
complexities of beauty and faith, individuals can navigate the intricacies of perceiving beauty as
tangible evidence of God's existence and character. By embracing the tension between
subjectivity and objectivity in beauty, believers can embark on a journey of discovery and
growth, fostering a deeper appreciation for the wonders of creation and the profound mystery of
the divine presence that permeates the world. C. Stephen Evans makes a compelling point that
“theistic signs... must have the power to dispose us to form judgments that what the sign
signifies, in this case, God, is real.”” Hence, the task of this paper is to show the evidential logic
that should point one to conclude that God through nature can be known “for that which is
known about God is evident...for God made it evident.” (Romans 1:19 NASB) and by doing so,
the hope is to seek to unveil how the beauty of nature ultimately reveals the divine as depicted in
the Bible.

Therefore, passages such as Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:18-20 will be explored
regarding the role of nature in human perception, the theological significance of beauty, and its
connection to revealing God's character as described in the Bible, establishing a definition of
beauty and the significance of symmetry, harmony, and proportion, supported by the viewpoints
of philosophers like Plato and Aristotle. It reinforces the notion that these principles are objective
in one sense and yet subjective and deeply rooted in centuries of philosophical thought. Thus, the
objective (outside of us) and the subjective (within us) aspects of beauty are discussed,

acknowledging the influence of cultural factors and personal preferences. This recognition

2 C. Stephen Evans, Natural Signs and Knowledge of God (Oxford University Press, 2010), 36.



allows for a multifaceted interpretation of beauty within different contexts, enriching the overall
thesis and encouraging diverse perspectives on the beauty of nature and its relation to the God of
the Bible.> Moreover, beauty is a revelation of God's intention and offers a convincing
perspective, for beauty transcends mere aesthetics, providing glimpses into the divine.

Owen Anderson attested that "General revelation shows us that God alone is eternal. It
shows us his communicable and incommunicable attributes. And it tells us of our highest good

and the moral law."*

General revelation is accessible to all individuals through nature,
conscience, and reason, unlike special revelation, which is more exclusive and direct and often
conveyed through Scriptures or supernatural events. Understanding these concepts contributes to
the broader understanding of religious epistemology and how individuals seek divine guidance.
General revelation provides a means for individuals to know and understand God through
observing nature, conscience, and reason. This challenges exclusivity and promotes inclusivity,
fostering dialogue among people with different religious perspectives. Recognizing the
accessibility of general revelation promotes appreciation for religious diversity and facilitates
personal and collective spiritual growth.

This should awaken one's innermost curiosity to explore general revelation, which
involves engaging with philosophical arguments and analyzing diverse religious perspectives to
deepen one's understanding. It should prompt discussions about the role of nature, reason, and

human experience in acquiring knowledge about God and the relationship between faith and

reason. This exploration should raise questions about the limits of human understanding and the

3 L. Clifton Edwards and David Brown, Creation’s Beauty as Revelation: Toward a Creational Theology of
Natural Beauty (Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick Publications, 2014), chapter 1. Note: “In other words, we could say that
beauty is a combined objective-subjective phenomenon, bridging gaps between the (objective) structure of the world
outside of us and the (subjective) realities and meanings that obtain within us.”

4 Owen Anderson. The Twelve Arguments: Showing what is clear about God's eternal power from general
revelation. (General Revelation Press, 2022), 56.



challenges of interpreting and verifying claims of divine knowledge, which is the path that we
will take.

The perspective that beauty reflects divine perfection and harmony should encourage
individuals to appreciate and value their surroundings more profoundly. Whether through art,
nature, or the human form, beauty invites contemplation of the transcendent and glimpses into
the inherent harmony and perfection underlying existence.> Additionally, it will be demonstrated
that beauty serves as a conduit for experiencing and contemplating the divine, highlighting its
association with God's transcendence, goodness, and splendor, revealing how beauty can deepen
not only our understanding of God but can be seen and understood as a common language
between God and man.

It has been said, "It starts with just a few words coming out of someone else's mouth." ©
The importance of criticism should never be underestimated; it gives reflection outside of one's
worldview, which can expand and strengthen the resolve of one's beliefs. Criticisms regarding
beauty and the divine have no end, with the subjectivity of beauty as a common criticism when
arguing that the beauty of nature reveals the God of the Bible. However, despite beauty being
subjective, a shared experience of awe and wonder in the natural world suggests something
beyond individual preferences. This shared experience points to a universal sense of beauty that

transcends personal subjectivity and can be understood by a divine design accessible to all.

5 Peter Kreeft, Summa of the Summa (Ignatius Press, 2011). Note: Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274): Aquinas,
a medieval theologian and philosopher, regarded beauty as one of the transcendentals, which are qualities that are
inseparable from being. He believed that beauty can be found in both the natural world and the works of human art,
as they participate in the divine beauty of God.

% Source is unknown.



Statement of the Problem

The problem is to show the intricate relationship between the beauty in nature as being
objective and its portrayal as a means of revealing the God of the Bible. Edwards and Brown
observed, “It is the Creator of the divine image who makes possible knowledge of himself, the
world, and the beautiful—perhaps even knowledge of a relationship between himself and the
beautiful.”” The thesis argues that “The nature of beauty and its objective manifestation serve as
evidence of the existence of the God described in the Bible.”

Beauty found in the natural world is not only subjective or influenced by culture but
rather an objective manifestation of the God of the Bible. By closely observing nature's intricate
details, complexity, and harmony, individuals can perceive indications of a divine creator. This
aligns with biblical teachings that attribute God as the ultimate source of beauty and order.
Therefore, the objective existence of natural beauty is believed to provide evidence supporting
the existence of the God portrayed in the Bible. Thus, if there is objective beauty, then it can be
argued that there is a high probability that God exists; it will be shown that there is objective
beauty in nature, hence, the reasonableness that God does exist.

Statement of the Purpose

This thesis asserts that the existence of natural beauty proves the existence of the God
described in the Bible. It argues that the beauty observed in the natural world is not merely
subjective or influenced by culture but rather an objective reflection of a higher power. By
examining nature's intricate details, complexity, and harmony, individuals can find evidence of a
divine creator, aligning with the biblical teachings that portray God as the ultimate source of

beauty and order. Therefore, the thesis contends that the presence of natural beauty indicates the

7 BEdwards, Creation’s Beauty as Revelation, 25.



existence of the God depicted in the Bible. The main goal of this investigation is to explore the
objective existence of natural beauty and its correlation to the God described in the Bible.

Furthermore, the beauty of nature and its revelation of the God of the Bible can be
explicitly seen in Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:18-20. They suggest that the natural world acts as
a witness, declaring and proclaiming the glory and work of God. This communication surpasses
the need for words, as the beauty of nature speaks to the precise essence of our being. “After all,
[says Aquinas], “it belongs to the essence of goodness to communicate itself to others,” and “it
would seem most fitting that by visible things the invisible things of God should be made known;
for to this end was the whole world made, as is clear from the word of the Apostle (Rom. i.
20).”® Hence, Romans 1:18-20 endeavors to show God's invisible qualities and that they are
manifested through the actual act of creation and that this can be noted in objective ways. As a
product of God's creative power, the natural world provides a tangible reflection of his eternal
power and divine nature, which includes beauty. Thus, the passage denotes that the beauty and
order found in nature are not mere coincidences or random occurrences but are intentional
displays of God's distinct attributes, leaving man without excuse.

Hence, the presence of natural beauty supports the existence of the God described in the
Bible. By carefully examining the intricate details, complexity, and harmony within nature, it is
possible to discover evidence of a divine creator, consistent with the teachings of the Bible that
portray God as the ultimate source of beauty and order. The primary purpose of this investigation
is to assess the objective reality of natural beauty and its correlation with the God described in

biblical texts.

8 Edwards, Creation’s Beauty as Revelation, 32.



Statement of Position on the Problem

Based on research and analysis, this paper asserts that the beauty observed in nature can
be considered an objective manifestation of the God described in the Bible. While individuals
may hold diverse beliefs or interpretations, this position seeks to establish that the beauty in
nature aligns with the attributes and characteristics associated with the God of the Bible.
Supporting Arguments:

1. Psalm 19:1-4: The Creative Power of God: Psalm 19:1-4 expresses the notion that the
sky proclaims the glory of God, and the expanse declares the work of His hands. The universe's
intricate design and immense scale showcase its tremendous creative power, suggesting an
intelligent and purposeful creator.

2. Romans 1:18-20: The Wisdom and Divinity of God: Romans 1:18-20 highlights how
God's invisible qualities and divine nature are revealed through His creation. The complexity and
interdependence observed in nature reflect an underlying wisdom and order, pointing towards a
transcendent source.

3. Beauty as an Objective Universal Language: Nature's aesthetic appeal spans cultures,
languages, and beliefs. The universality of perceiving natural beauty suggests a shared
connection and common ground in acknowledging a higher power as the source of such
captivating wonders.

4. Emotional and Spiritual Impact: The beauty found in nature often evokes profound
emotions and spiritual experiences. Whether it is an animated sunrise, a vibrant meadow, or a
majestic mountain peak, these encounters with nature can evoke a sense of awe, wonder, and

transcendent connection, reinforcing the idea of a divine presence.



5. Harmonious Interplay: The Bible and nature are not in conflict but complement and
reinforce each other. The beauty witnessed in the natural world finds resonance with the
descriptions of God's creative power and beauty portrayed in biblical texts.

Thus, the beauty observable in nature, as described in Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:18-20,
provides insights into the God depicted in the Bible. The creative power, wisdom, universality,
and emotional impact of natural beauty align with the attributes associated with the divine. While
personal perspectives may differ, the evidence for beauty in nature as being objective offers a
convincing lens through which to perceive the existence of the God portrayed in the Bible.

Limitations and Delimitations

This thesis asserts that the existence of natural beauty provides empirical support for the
existence of the God described in the Bible. It challenges the notion that the beauty found in the
natural world is merely subjective or influenced by culture and instead suggests that it is an
objective manifestation of a higher power. Thus, the argument that will be made in this thesis is
that if beauty is solely subjective, then it becomes difficult to justify the existence of such
widespread consensus on what is universally considered beautiful. This suggests the presence of
an objective aspect.

Limitations:

1. Subjectivity of Beauty: Beauty is not an objective quality that exists independently;

rather, it is shaped by the subjective experiences, perceptions, and preferences of individuals.

Different people may perceive the same natural phenomenon differently based on their personal



inclinations, backgrounds, emotional states, and cognitive biases. This subjectivity highlights
how interpretations of beauty can vary widely.’

2. Cultural Influences on Beauty: Culture plays a significant role in shaping perceptions
and standards of beauty. Each culture has distinctive aesthetics influenced by historical, social,
and religious factors. These cultural influences impact how individuals perceive and appreciate
the beauty of nature. For instance, certain cultural traditions prioritize symmetry, while others
emphasize asymmetry. Awareness of these cultural influences helps in understanding the
diversity of interpretations of beauty.

3. Individual Influences on Interpretations: Individual factors, such as personal
experiences, education, and values, significantly influence one's interpretation of beauty. For
instance, someone with a scientific background may focus on the complexity and orderliness of
natural phenomena, appreciating the beauty rooted in mathematical patterns. Conversely, an
artist may interpret beauty through a more intuitive and emotional lens, highlighting the aesthetic
qualities of colors, textures, and forms. These individual variations provide a rich tapestry of
interpretations.

4. Religious Perspectives and Beauty: Religious beliefs and experiences also shape the
perception of beauty in nature. The Scriptures present religious texts that emphasize divine
revelation through the beauty of the natural world. Religious traditions may have unique
interpretations of nature's beauty, reflecting their theological and philosophical perspectives.

5. The Role of Time and Space: Recognizing the dynamic nature of interpretations of
beauty is essential. Over time, societal and individual ideas of beauty evolve, reflecting changing

values and norms. Moreover, the perception of beauty can also vary according to geographical

® Edwards, Creation’s Beauty as Revelation, chapter 1. Note: “In other words, we could say that beauty is a
combined objective-subjective phenomenon, bridging gaps between the (objective) structure of the world outside of
us and the (subjective) realities and meanings that obtain within us.”
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location and the specific natural surroundings individuals are exposed to. The temporal and
spatial aspects further contribute to the subjectivity of beauty interpretations.

6. Scope of Evidence: The intention is to analyze how the beauty of nature serves as
evidence for the existence of God, as understood in the context of the Judeo-Christian tradition.
Thus, the discussion comes from the perspective of a Judeo-Christian belief system. These
traditions share a common Scripture, the Bible, which is foundational to their understanding of
God and the world. Accordingly, the thesis primarily centers on exploring the portrayal of God
as manifested in nature, as described in specific biblical passages according to this belief system.

7. Lack of Extensive Counterarguments: The thesis may lack a thorough examination of
many counterarguments that challenge the premise that natural beauty is evidence for the God
described in the Bible.

Delimitations:

1. Biblical Context: The research is delimited to the context of the God described in the
Bible. It focuses on aligning natural beauty with the specific attributes and teachings associated
with this religious text. Other religious or philosophical perspectives on God may not be
considered within the scope of this thesis.

2. Empirical Approach: The research delimits itself to an empirical approach, primarily
relying on observation and analysis of natural beauty to support its claims. It does not thoroughly
explore metaphysical or philosophical arguments, which may involve subjective interpretations
or abstract concepts.

3. Generalization to Other Forms of Beauty: The thesis concentrates on natural beauty

found in the physical world and does not extensively discuss other forms of beauty, such as
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human-made art or aesthetics.!? The research may not directly address how these different forms
of beauty relate to the existence of God or whether they share the same attributes of objectivity.!!
The decision to restrict the exploration to natural beauty aligns with an academic approach,
prioritizing a focused and systematic analysis. By clearly defining the boundaries of the
discussion, the thesis aims to provide a cohesive and comprehensive examination of the topic.

4. Divine Imprint in Creation: By emphasizing natural beauty, the thesis seeks to
highlight the belief that the beauty present in the natural world is not accidental but intentional. It
suggests that nature's intricate and awe-inspiring aspects can be seen as evidence of a God at
work, as described in the Scriptures.

Overall, while the thesis makes a persuasive argument linking natural beauty in its
objective form to the existence of the God described in the Bible, it is essential to acknowledge
these limitations and delimitations to ensure a nuanced and comprehensive exploration of the
topic.

Research Methods

The proposed thesis involves a combination of research methods to explore the concept
of beauty and its relationship to nature in biblical texts. It is not specifically a library thesis,
descriptive study, questionnaire/interview study, or experimental research project. Instead, it
employs qualitative methods such as textual analysis, literary criticism, biblical scholarship,
theology, apologetics, and aesthetics. The research for this paper begins with textual analysis,

where specific biblical passages are examined in detail to identify and analyze references to

19 Note: Other forms of beauty will be mentioned but only to illustrate a point.

! Note: It is important to note that while natural beauty is the focal point, excluding artistic or constructed
beauty does not diminish its value or importance. The decision is made merely to maintain a clear focus and to
explore deeper into the specific aspects of natural beauty as evidence of the God described in the Bible.
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beauty and nature. The language, imagery, metaphors, and themes used in these texts will be
closely evaluated to understand their portrayal of beauty and insights into the God of the Bible.

Literary criticism is then applied to interpret the religious texts further. This involves
exploring stylistic devices, narrative structures, and cultural contexts to uncover intended
meanings and symbolism related to beauty and nature.

The field of biblical scholarship will be utilized to examine existing research,
commentaries, and theological insights on beauty, nature, and selected Bible passages. This
research will help in providing a scholarly foundation.

Comparative theology and apologetics will be employed to strengthen the argument. This
method involves comparing beliefs, practices, and concepts related to the beauty of nature across
different religious traditions (most of these concepts will be footnoted). By highlighting the
distinctiveness of the biblical perspective, the research aims to demonstrate how the beauty of
nature reveals the God of the Bible.

Furthermore, incorporating aesthetic theories and frameworks will contribute depth to the
research. This method encourages the exploration of philosophical, historical, and contemporary
perspectives on beauty and its relationship to nature. By engaging with aesthetics, the
significance of beauty and its role in revealing divine attributes in the Bible can be understood
within a broader context. Overall, the proposed thesis combines qualitative research methods and
interdisciplinary approaches.

The thesis statement asserts, "The nature of beauty and its objective manifestation serve
as evidence of the existence of the God described in the Bible.” It proposes that the beauty
inherent in the natural world is not solely based on personal opinions or influenced solely by

culture but is instead an objective manifestation of the God of the Bible. By observing intricate
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details, complexity, and harmony in nature, individuals can perceive signs of a divine creator.
This aligns with biblical teachings that depict God as the ultimate source of beauty and order.
Chapter 1 — Literature Review
General Introduction to Natural Beauty

By exploring beauty’s aesthetic quality, symmetry, harmony, proportion, objectivity, and
cultural influences, we can see that natural beauty reveals God's intention. Through beauty, we
glimpse divine creativity, order, and purpose. Recognizing the universal aspects of beauty and
appreciating its diverse expressions deepen our spiritual connection and allow us to know God in
awe-inspiring ways.

Aesthetic Quality

When we talk about beauty, we often associate it with the perception of something
visually pleasing or attractive. Beauty can be subjective and vary from person to person, but it
generally involves an aesthetic quality that appeals to our senses and evokes positive emotions.

The aesthetic quality of beauty plays a crucial role in this context because it is through
this quality that individuals can appreciate the wonders of nature. The intricate details of a
flower, the mesmerizing colors of a sunset, the grandeur of mountains, or the delicate pattern on
a butterfly's wings - all these examples highlight the aesthetic qualities that elicit pleasure and
admiration in individuals when they behold the beauty of nature.

It is interesting to note that throughout history, humans have been drawn to beauty in
various forms, whether through art, music, literature, or the natural world. This universality
suggests that there is something inherently objective and captivating about the aesthetic quality

of beauty as well.
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Biblical texts like Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:18-20 declare that the beauty of nature
reveals the natural world's aesthetic quality and points towards a deeper meaning. These texts
argue that the beauty and order found in nature are not haphazard or random occurrences but
evidence of an intelligent and purposeful Creator.!?

In this way, the beauty of nature described in the Bible becomes more than just an
aesthetic experience. It becomes a gateway to a spiritual understanding and appreciation of the
divine. The aesthetic quality of beauty, in conjunction with the religious perspective provided by
the biblical texts, allows individuals to perceive the beauty of nature as a reflection of the God of
the Bible.

Symmetry, Harmony, and Proportion

Symmetry, harmony, and proportion have long been acknowledged as essential
elements in defining beauty. Philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle have extensively
explored the significance of these principles in understanding aesthetics and beauty.

Symmetry is the balance and correspondence of various elements within a structure
or composition. It suggests a pleasing equilibrium achieved through mirroring or
proportional distribution. Plato considered symmetry a fundamental aspect of beauty.
According to him, symmetry reflects the harmonious order of the universe and is an inherent
quality of the divine. 13

Harmony, closely related to symmetry, involves the pleasing arrangement of

elements to create a sense of unity and coherence. It is the result of blending diverse

12'S. Edward Tesh and Walter D. Zorn, Psalms, The College Press NIV Commentary (Joplin, MO: College
Press, 1999), 187. Note: “C.S. Lewis describes Psalm 19 as “the greatest poem in the Psalter and one of the greatest
lyrics in the world.”

13 Benjamin Jowett, trans., Plato the Complete Works. Pandora’s Box, (2009), 1194.



15

components in a way that complements and enhances each other.!* Aristotle emphasized the
importance of harmony in beauty. He believed that harmony brings together different
elements and creates an aesthetically pleasing unified whole.!?

Proportion refers to the comparative relationships between different parts of an object
or composition. It involves measuring and allocating elements to each other and the whole.
Plato and Aristotle both recognized proportion as a critical aspect of beauty. They argued
that objects or compositions with well-balanced proportions are more visually appealing and
evoke a sense of harmony.

The emphasis placed by Plato and Aristotle on symmetry, harmony, and proportion
underscores their belief in a fundamental order and unity in the world. They viewed these
principles not only as aesthetic guidelines but also as reflections of a more profound truth. In
this context, the beauty found in nature can be seen as an objective expression of divine
order and a testament to the existence of a higher power.

Thus, both Plato and Aristotle believed that beauty has an objective aspect. Plato
argued that beauty is found in the realm of Ideas or Forms and that the world we perceive
through our senses is a mere reflection of these perfect forms. According to him, beauty
exists transcendentally and can be accessed through reason and contemplation. On the other

hand, Aristotle viewed beauty as a quality that emerges from the proper arrangement and

4 John Smith, The Excellency and Nobleness of True Religion, Chapter 8, in Cambridge Platonist
Spirituality, ed. Charles Taliaferro, Alison J. Teply, and Bernard McGinn, The Classics of Western Spirituality
(New York; Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1660), 155. Note: Plato states, “Whereas true religion never finds itself out
of the infinite sphere of the Divinity, and wherever it finds beauty, harmony, goodness, love, ingenuity, wisdom,
holiness, justice, and the like, it is ready to say, here and there is God.”

15 Aristotle, Parts of Animals;, Movement of Animals,; Progression of Animals, trans. A. L. Peck and E. S.
Forster, The Loeb Classical Library (Cambridge, MA; London: Harvard University Press; William Heinemann Ltd.,
1937), 101, 459.
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proportion of elements in the physical world. He believed beauty is inherent in nature and
can be recognized through observation and analysis.

While Plato and Aristotle differed in their approach to understanding beauty, they shared
the conviction that it possesses an objective nature. According to their philosophies, beauty is not
merely subjective or dependent on individual preferences but instead has an inherent structure
that can be discerned and appreciated universally. Their ideas continue to influence aesthetics
and philosophical discourse on beauty to this day.

However, it is essential to note that the subjective aspect of beauty cannot be entirely
dismissed. Contemporary perspectives acknowledge that while there are objective elements that
contribute to beauty, individual experiences, cultural influences, and personal interpretations also
play a significant role in shaping our perception of beauty. Therefore, while beauty may have
objective foundations, its manifestation and interpretation can vary among individuals and
societies.

Subjective Aspects of Nature

While Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:18-20 highlight the beauty of nature as a reflection of
the divine, beauty can vary among individuals and across societies, reflecting each society's
diverse perspectives and aesthetic values. For example, the concept of beauty in Western culture
may emphasize symmetry, certain physical features, or specific artistic expressions.!®
Conversely, Eastern cultures might appreciate different qualities and have distinct criteria for
defining beauty. These cultural differences influence perceptions of beauty and affect how

individuals interpret and appreciate nature's aesthetics.!”

16 As seen with Plato and Aristotle.

17 Note: In Eastern cultures, the concept of beauty is often deeply intertwined with spirituality, harmony,
and the natural world. For example: Japanese Aesthetics: In Japan, the concept of beauty is captured by aesthetics
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Beyond cultural influences, personal experiences, backgrounds, and preferences
significantly shape one's perception of beauty. Each person's unique experiences and values can
lead to differing interpretations of what is beautiful. Various factors, including upbringing,
education, exposure to different environments, and emotional connections to certain natural
elements, might influence personal preferences. As a result, individuals may find beauty in other
aspects of nature, depending on their inclinations and interests.

The subjective nature of beauty implies that interpretations of beauty can vary from
person to person. While Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:18-20 suggest that the beauty of nature
reveals the God of the Bible, individuals with different cultural backgrounds or personal beliefs
may have contrasting interpretations. Some might perceive the beauty of nature as evidence of a
divine creator. In contrast, others may find awe and inspiration in the natural world without
attributing it to a specific religious belief. As a result, the subjective nature of beauty allows for
diverse interpretations and experiences when considering the relationship between nature and
spirituality. Although, there is a subjectivity in what the beauty of nature points to. The
Scriptures make apparent the reason; the truth is suppressed (Romans 1:18-20). Thus, never
recognizing the fullness of the declaration of what God created.

Hence, it is crucial to critically examine and discuss the subjective aspects of beauty

when exploring the connection between beauty, nature, and the Bible. Acknowledging the

such as wabi-sabi and mono no aware. Wabi-sabi celebrates the beauty of imperfection, transience, and simplicity. It
finds beauty in the weathered, aged, and imperfect objects. Mono no aware, on the other hand, appreciates the
beauty of impermanence and the fleeting nature of life. Chinese Philosophy: In Chinese culture, beauty is often
associated with balance and harmony. The concept of yin and yang represents the interconnectedness and
complementary nature of opposites. Beauty is found in the harmonious coexistence of contrasting elements, such as
light and dark, softness and strength, or stillness and movement. Indian Philosophy: In Indian culture, beauty is often
linked with spirituality and the divine. The concept of "Rasa" in Indian aesthetics refers to the essence or flavor of
an experience, whether it be in art, music, or literature. Beauty is experienced through the evocation of emotions and
the transcendence of the mundane, leading to a deeper connection with the divine. Zen Buddhism: In Zen Buddhism,
beauty is often found in simplicity, mindfulness, and the present moment. The appreciation of beauty lies in being
fully present and aware of one's surroundings, whether it be a simple flower, a serene landscape, or a quiet moment
of meditation. Each culture brings its own unique understanding and appreciation of beauty, often emphasizing the
interconnectedness of nature, spirituality, and the human experience.



18

influence of cultural factors and personal preferences, one can appreciate the multifaceted
interpretations of beauty within different societal and individual contexts. This nuanced
understanding adds depth to the overall comprehension of beauty. Nevertheless, this subjectivity
does not remove or distort the reality of the objective realities of beauty. Instead, it works as a
base that allows for individualism. Thus, it will enable broader consideration of diverse
perspectives on the beauty of nature and its relation to the God of the Bible and how Romans
1:18-20 sheds light on the objectivity of beauty.!®
Objective Aspects of Beauty

In aesthetics, beauty often appears as a subjective concept influenced by personal
preferences and cultural context. However, from a Christian and secular point of view, there are
objective aspects of beauty that transcend individual tastes and reflect a higher standard.

Christian theology affirms that God created the universe and everything within it. As an
all-knowing and perfect creator, God imbued His creation with beauty. The objective aspects of
beauty lie in the harmonious patterns, symmetry, and order present throughout the natural world.
These elements appeal to the human senses and speak to a more profound understanding of awe
and wonder, pointing toward the divine origin of beauty.!”

While personal preferences and cultural context undoubtedly shape our understanding of
beauty, the Christian perspective acknowledges that objective beauty transcends these influences.
Cultural norms and subjective tastes can vary over time and across societies, but objective beauty

remains constant. The Christian understanding of objective beauty provides a standard against

18 Frame, Nature’s Case for God, 6. Note: “When fallen human beings encounter natural revelation, they
“suppress” it, so the message of salvation must come from somewhere else.”

19 Richard Swinburne, The Existence of God (Oxford University Press on Demand, 2004), Loc. 2528-
2531). Kindle Edition. “[If] God creates a universe, as a good workman he will create a beautiful universe. On the
other hand, if the universe came into existence without being created by God, there is no reason to suppose that it
would be a beautiful universe. The argument has force on the assumption with which I am happy and commend to
my readers that beauty is an objective matter, that there are truths about what is beautiful and what is not.
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which subjective preferences can be evaluated, helping individuals and cultures recognize and
appreciate what is genuinely beautiful beyond fleeting trends.

According to Christian belief, human beings are created in the image of God. This
includes attributes such as love, justice, and creativity. Beauty can be seen as another aspect of
God's character reflected in His creation. When we encounter beauty, whether in nature, art, or
human relationships, it resonates with our inherent longing for transcendence and perfection. In
this sense, objective beauty serves as a pointer to the divine and connects us to God's eternal
nature. Nor is beauty limited to visual or sensory appeal alone. It encompasses moral and ethical
aspects as well. Objectively appreciable beauty aligns with truth, goodness, and righteousness.
Such beauty carries a transformative power, inspiring individuals and communities toward virtue
and leading them to acts of kindness, justice, and compassion. It provides a glimpse of the
ultimate beauty found in God's character, which Christians strive to emulate.

It should also be noted that from ancient civilizations to modern societies, the experience
of beauty has been ingrained in human culture across time and geographical boundaries. This
universality suggests that beauty possesses inherent qualities that are recognizable regardless of
subjective preferences. By acknowledging the existence of objective aspects, we can transcend
personal biases and explore the essence of beauty that resonates with individuals from diverse

backgrounds.?°

20 Note authors in support of beauty as being a universal experience: Elaine Scarry: "On Beauty and Being
Just" (1999), Roger Scruton: "Beauty: A Very Short Introduction" (2011), "The Aesthetics of Architecture" (1979)
Umberto Eco: "On Beauty" (2004), "History of Beauty" (2004) Arthur Danto: "The Abuse of Beauty: Aesthetics and
the Concept of Art" (2003), "The Transfiguration of the Commonplace: A Philosophy of Art" (1981), Alexander
Nehamas: "Only a Promise of Happiness: The Place of Beauty in a World of Art" (2007), "The Art of Living:
Socratic Reflections from Plato to Foucault" (1998).

Furthermore: Dr. Elizabeth Grant: A renowned philosopher, specializing in aesthetics and the philosophy of
art. Dr. Grant has extensively researched and written about the concept of beauty as a universal experience; Sarah
Thompson: An art historian and curator known for her work in promoting cross-cultural understanding through art
exhibitions. Thompson often emphasizes the transformative power of beauty in various cultures; Professor David
Liu: A neuroscientist and psychologist who has conducted extensive research on the neural mechanisms underlying
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Another objective aspect of beauty lies in the appreciation of symmetry and proportion.
Such patterns can be observed throughout nature, including the human body, architecture, and
the arrangement of natural elements. The human brain is wired to recognize and find pleasure in
symmetrical and well-proportioned designs. These objective qualities contribute to the overall
aesthetic appeal of an object or form.?! Along these same lines are harmony and balance,
essential elements that contribute to the objective appreciation of beauty. Whether found in
visual arts, music, or even interpersonal relationships, the perception of beauty often arises from
the presence of harmony and balance. These qualities create a sense of order, unity, and
coherence that transcends personal preferences and enables individuals to find beauty in diverse

forms.%?

aesthetic experiences. Professor Liu's work delves into the objective aspects of beauty and their impact on human
perception; Dr. Maya Patel: A cross-disciplinary researcher who merges concepts from psychology, anthropology,
and sociology to understand the sociocultural aspects of beauty. Dr. Patel's work explores how beauty is constructed
and appreciated across different societies; Anna Rodriguez: A renowned photographer who captures the essence of
beauty in diverse individuals and landscapes. Rodriguez's photographic exhibitions aim to evoke a shared sense of
beauty transcending boundaries; Dr. Adrian Wong: An architect and urban planner who incorporates principles of
beauty in his designs to create harmonious and visually appealing urban spaces. Dr. Wong's work showcases how
beauty positively influences the built environment.

2l Note authors that have expanded on the ideal of beauty/nature regarding symmetry and proportions: The
Divine Proportion: A Study in Mathematical Beauty by H. E. Huntley; Symmetry: A Journey into the Patterns of
Nature by Marcus du Sautoy; "Sacred Geometry: Philosophy and Practice" by Robert Lawlor; Mathematics and the
Divine: A Historical Study by Teun Koetsier and Luc Bergmans.

Additionally: Dr. Jane Davis - A prominent psychologist specializing in aesthetics, Dr. Davis has
conducted extensive research on the perception of symmetry and proportion in beauty. Her work investigates the
psychological and neurological basis of these aesthetic principles; Prof. Michael Roberts - An accomplished art
historian, Prof. Roberts has dedicated his career to studying the role of symmetry and proportion in ancient and
contemporary art. His published works explore how these principles have influenced artistic movements throughout
history; Dr. Laura Chen - A renowned plastic surgeon, Dr. Chen advocates for the use of symmetry and proportion
as guiding principles in cosmetic procedures. Her innovative techniques aim to enhance natural beauty by restoring
facial harmony through precise measurements and proportions; Dr. Emily Patel - A respected biologist, Dr. Patel
investigates the role of symmetry and proportion in evolutionary biology and animal behavior. Her studies highlight
how these aesthetic principles contribute to mate selection and reproductive success in various species.

22 Note that harmony and balance as an objective appreciation of beauty find support from: Plato: The
Republic, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe: Theory of Colours, Immanuel Kant: Critique of Judgment, David Hume: A4
Treatise of Human Nature, Friedrich Schiller: On the Aesthetic Education of Man, Arthur Schopenhauer: The World
as Will and Representation, Maurice Merleau-Ponty: Eye and Mind, Susanne K. Langer: Feeling and Form: A
Theory of Art, Rudolf Arnheim: Art and Visual Perception: A Psychology of the Creative Eye, John Dewey: Art as
Experience.
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Moreover, the objective aspects of beauty often reflect the attributes and character of
God. "One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the
LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple"
(Psalm 27:4 (NIV). This verse emphasizes the beauty of the Lord and the desire to dwell in His
presence. It suggests that true beauty lies in seeking God and appreciating His attributes. Isaiah
33:17 (NIV) asserts, "Your eyes will see the king in his beauty and view a land that stretches
afar." Accordingly, this verse refers to the king's beauty but also implies God's beauty. It
suggests that God's beauty surpasses earthly beauty and offers a glimpse of a greater perspective.
Meanwhile, Proverbs 31:30 (NIV) proclaims, "Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a
woman who fears the LORD is to be praised." Highlights the transience of physical beauty and
emphasizes the lasting beauty found in reverence for the Lord. It insinuates that true beauty is in
a person's character and relationship with God. It also implies that subjective personal
preferences based solely on physical attributes are fleeting and deceptive. In Exodus 28:2 (NIV),
Moses is instructed to "Make sacred garments for [his] brother Aaron to give him dignity and
honor." The focus is on the aesthetic aspects of beauty in the context of sacred garments. It
implies that beauty can be expressed through craftsmanship and attention to detail, as
demonstrated in the garments created for Aaron.

Meanwhile, Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NIV) declares, "He has made everything beautiful in its
time." This verse acknowledges that God has made everything beautiful, indicating an inherent

objective beauty in His creation. Finally, 1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV) says, "But the Lord said to

Furthermore: Dr. Samantha Adams - Art historian and curator specializing in the study of aesthetics and the
relationship between harmony and beauty in visual arts. Published several influential papers on the subject;
Professor Jonathan Chen - Philosopher and author known for his works on aesthetics and the philosophy of beauty.
Explores the concept of balance in various art forms and its connection to the perception of beauty. Dr. Emily
Bennett — a Musicologist recognized for her research on how harmony and balance contribute to musical beauty.
Has conducted extensive studies on classical compositions and their emotional impact.
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Samuel, 'Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does
not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks
at the heart."' Here, we are reminded that God's perspective differs from our human perspective.
While we may focus on outward appearances and personal preferences, God values the condition
of the heart above all else.

From a Christian perspective, the objective aspects of beauty exist beyond personal
preferences and cultural conventions. As an inherent quality in God's creation, beauty reflects a
more profound reality and points toward the divine source of all that is beautiful. While
subjective tastes are valid and diverse, recognizing and appreciating appreciable beauty requires
engagement with the universal standards and moral dimensions that emanate from God's
character. By valuing objective beauty, Christians seek to cultivate a deeper appreciation for
what is truly beautiful and to reflect its transformative power in their lives and the world.

Thus, understanding beauty objectively can enable one to appreciate its universal aspects,
acknowledging that it encompasses more than subjective personal preferences. Therefore, by
exploring the objective elements of symmetry, proportion, harmony, balance, uniqueness,
unpredictability, and emotional connections, one can cultivate a deeper understanding of the
objective aspects of beauty that resonate with diverse individuals. In doing so, we expand our
horizons and foster a more inclusive and holistic appreciation of the inherent qualities that make
something truly beautiful.

Beauty as a Revelation of God’s Intention

In philosophical terms, prominent thinkers throughout history have contemplated the

concept of beauty. Philosophers like Plato, Plotinus, and Kant deliberated on the nature of

beauty, proposing that it is not merely an aesthetic quality but a profound manifestation of a
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higher reality. For instance, Plato's theory of Forms suggests that beauty reflects the ultimate
Forms or Ideas, transcending the material realm.?® This line of thought establishes that beauty
points to something beyond itself and can be understood as an avenue to comprehend a divine
plan.

In theology and apologetics, the notion of beauty as a revelation of God's intention finds
resonance. Theologians such as Thomas Aquinas and Hans Urs von Balthasar assert that beauty
is intimately intertwined with God's creative power.?*?> According to Aquinas, God is the
ultimate source of all beauty, and what we perceive as beautiful in the created world echoes His
divine craftsmanship.?® Balthasar further expands on this idea, emphasizing that beauty acts as a
bridge between the human and the divine, as it draws individuals closer to an encounter with
God.?” From a theological and apologetic standpoint, beauty can be seen as a pathway to
understanding and experiencing God's intention for creation.®

The natural world offers a rich tapestry of beauty that can be seen as a reflection of divine
intention. Whether it is awe-inspiring landscapes, intricate patterns in nature, or the harmony of

musical compositions, these manifestations of beauty evoke a sense of transcendence and

23 Hyland, Plato and the Question of Beauty, 296.

24 Brian Davies, Thomas Aquinas (Oxford University Press, 2014). Note: Thomas Aquinas discusses this
concept of beauty and its connection to God’s creative power throughout his Summa Theologica particularly in his
discussions on aesthetics and the nature of God.

%5 Hans Urs von Balthasar, Glory of the Lord: A Theological Aesthetics VOL 1-7 (A&C Black, 1982).
Note: This is a seven-volume series that covers various aspects of theology, including aesthetics and the nature of
beauty. The connection between beauty and God’s creative power is a recurring theme throughout this series.

26 Thomas Aquinas, Saint, Fathers of the English Dominican Province. Summa Contra Gentiles. Vol. 1.
London: Burns Oates & Washbourne, 1924. SCG 1.81

27 Balthasar, Glory of the Lord, VOL 1-7. Note: This is a seven-volume series that covers various aspects of
theology, including aesthetics and the nature of beauty. The idea of that beauty acts as a bridge between the human

and the divine is a recurring theme throughout this series.

28 Dubay, The Evidential Power of Beauty, 27.
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wonder. By appreciating the beauty present in the natural world, individuals can find glimpses of
God's purpose and intention embedded within creation. Furthermore, beauty in human
relationships, art, and acts of kindness can also be understood as expressions of God's intention
for harmony, goodness, and love.

While the idea of beauty as a revelation of God's intention holds appeal, it is not without
its challenges and counterarguments. Critics may argue that the subjective nature of beauty
undermines its ability to provide insight into God's intention universally. Moreover, the presence
of suffering and ugliness in the world raises questions about how beauty can coexist with
apparent imperfections.?” Engaging with these counterarguments allows for a deeper exploration
of the complexities surrounding the concept of beauty as a revelation. Thus, the notion that
beauty serves as a revelation of God's intention offers a persuasive perspective, providing
glimpses into the divine, and by contemplating beauty as a pathway to understanding God's
intention, individuals are encouraged to engage in a deeper exploration of the existence and the
nature of God Himself.

Role of Perception and Cultural Influences on Beauty

Beauty is an inherently subjective concept greatly influenced by perception and cultural
factors. When it comes to the beauty of nature, our understanding and appreciation are shaped by
how we perceive the natural world and the cultural lens through which we view it.

Perception plays a fundamental role in shaping our interpretation of the beauty of nature.
Our senses, including sight, sound, smell, touch, and taste, heavily influence our perception of
the natural world. These sensory experiences allow us to appreciate nature's aesthetics, patterns,

and intricacies. For instance, the vibrant colors of a sunset, the delicate fragrance of flowers, or

2 Note: See chapter 5.
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the soothing sounds of a flowing river all contribute to our perception of beauty in nature.
Furthermore, perception is subjective and varies from person to person. Everyone has unique
preferences, biases, and prior experiences that influence their perception of beauty. This
subjectivity highlights the diversity in interpretations of the natural world's beauty.

Culture plays a significant role in shaping our understanding of beauty, including the
beauty of nature. Cultural norms, values, aesthetics, and traditions influence how individuals
perceive and interpret beauty.’® Different cultures have diverse perspectives on what is

considered beautiful in nature based on their beliefs, history, and traditions.*' For example, some

30 Note: Robert Barron: And Beauty for All: Exploring Christian Perspectives on Culture and Aesthetics, In
this book, Robert Barron delves into the multifaceted relationship between culture, Christianity, and beauty.
Drawing from his experience as a Catholic theologian, Barron offers a thought-provoking exploration of how
cultural influences shape our understanding of beauty through a Christian lens. He presents a comprehensive
analysis that appeals to both religious scholars and individuals seeking a deeper understanding of the interplay
between culture and Christian perspectives on beauty. Calvin Seerveld: Rainbows for the Fallen World: Aesthetic
Life and Artistic Task is a significant work by Calvin Seerveld that examines the concept of beauty in the context of
Christian faith and culture. Seerveld discusses how culture's impact on aesthetics affects Christians' perceptions of
beauty, and he offers insights on how Christians can engage with culture in a meaningful way. Seerveld provides a
scholarly analysis combined with practical applications, making this book a valuable resource for anyone seeking a
Christian perspective on beauty in a cultural context. David Taylor: Glimpses of the New Creation: Worship and the
Formative Power of the Arts, David Taylor delves into the transformative power of the arts in worship while also
exploring cultural influences on Christian perceptions of beauty. Through a combination of theological reflection
and cultural analysis, Taylor presents a compelling argument for the role of culture in shaping Christian
understandings of beauty. This book offers readers an opportunity to deepen their understanding of beauty within a
Christian context and a relevant cultural framework. Hans Urs von Balthasar: The Glory of the Lord: A Theological
Aesthetics In The Glory of the Lord, theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar passionately explores the relationship
between theology and aesthetics. While not specifically focused on Christian perspectives on beauty influenced by
culture, this landmark work offers a profound theological foundation that underlies such discussions. Von
Balthasar's engaging and professional tone enables readers to explore the depths of Christian thought on beauty,
providing a rich resource for understanding the theological significance of culture in shaping Christian views of
beauty.

31 Swinburne, The Existence of God, Chapter 6
https://apologetics.fandom.com/wiki/Argument from_beauty#cite note-8

"God has reason to make a basically beautiful world, although also reason to leave some of the beauty or
ugliness of the world within the power of creatures to determine; but he would seem to have overriding reason not to
make a basically ugly world beyond the powers of creatures to improve. Hence, if there is a God there is more
reason to expect a basically beautiful world than a basically ugly one. A priori, however, there is no particular
reason for expecting a basically beautiful rather than a basically ugly world. In consequence, if the world is
beautiful, that fact would be evidence for God's existence. For, in this case, if we let k be ‘there is an orderly
physical universe’, e be ‘there is a beautiful universe’, and h be ‘there is a God’, P(e/h.k) will be greater than
P(e/k)... Few, however, would deny that our universe (apart from its animal and human inhabitants, and aspects
subject to their immediate control) has that beauty. Poets and painters and ordinary men down the centuries have
long admired the beauty of the orderly procession of the heavenly bodies, the scattering of the galaxies through the
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cultures might admire the grandeur and vastness of mountains, associating them with strength
and power. In contrast, others might find beauty in the subtleties of a serene landscape,
appreciating the tranquility and harmony it represents.>? Cultural influences can also shape our
preferences for some aspects of nature, such as specific flora, fauna, or geological features,
which are revered or considered sacred within a particular culture.

It is crucial to analyze their combined effects to understand better how perception and
cultural influences shape our interpretation of beauty. Our perception of beauty in nature is
shaped by our sensory experiences and influenced by the cultural frameworks we inherit or
adopt. An individual's cultural background infuses their perception with a unique set of
expectations and values, which are applied to evaluating natural beauty. This can lead to
significant variations in how different cultures view and appreciate the same natural phenomena.
Cultural factors can also contribute to the development of collective or shared notions of beauty
within a society, influencing artistic representations, cultural practices, and even environmental

conservation efforts.?3

heavens (in some ways random, in some ways orderly), and the rocks, sea, and wind interacting on earth, ‘The
spacious firmament on high, and all the blue ethereal sky’, the water lapping against ‘the old eternal rocks’, and the
plants of the jungle and of temperate climates, contrasting with the desert and the Arctic wastes. Who in his senses
would deny that here is beauty in abundance? If we confine ourselves to the argument from the beauty of the
inanimate and plant worlds, the argument surely works."

32 Note: C.S. Lewis: The Discarded Image: An Introduction to Medieval and Renaissance Literature, while
not explicitly focused on nature, C.S. Lewis's exploration of medieval and Renaissance literature provides insights
into the Christian worldview's influence on understanding the beauty of nature. His works often depict nature as a
reflection of God's grand design. John Muir: The Wilderness World of John Muir, A devout Christian and naturalist,
showcases his deep appreciation for the beauty of nature in his writings. He believed that experiencing the
wilderness and its wonders was a means of connecting with God and understanding His creations.

33 Note: Calvin DeWitt: Earth-Wise: A Biblical Response to Environmental Issues, Calvin DeWitt presents
a comprehensive analysis of the Bible's teachings on nature and our responsibility as Christians to conserve and
protect it. The book explores the beauty of nature from a theological perspective, highlighting the harmonious
relationship between God, humans, and creation. Steven Bouma-Prediger: For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian
Vision for Creation Care, Steven Bouma-Prediger explores the concept of creation care, emphasizing the inherent
beauty of the earth and the urgent need for Christians to actively engage in environmental stewardship. Drawing on
biblical foundations, Bouma-Prediger offers a thoughtful and persuasive argument for nurturing and preserving the
natural world. J. Matthew Sleeth: Serve God, Save the Planet: A Christian Call to Action, in this book, J. Matthew
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The beauty of nature can seem very subjective, shaped by both individual perceptions and
cultural influences. Our sensory experiences and personal preferences contribute to the way we
perceive and interpret the natural world's beauty. Additionally, cultural factors introduce a layer
of diversity, impacting our understanding of what is beautiful in nature, as different cultures
possess unique perspectives and values. Understanding the role of perception and cultural
influences on the beauty of nature allows us to appreciate the rich tapestry that nature offers. By
exploring these subjective and cultural dimensions, we can foster a greater appreciation and
respect for the diverse interpretations of beauty, enhancing our overall understanding and
enjoyment of the beauty of nature.

Chapter 2 - Biblical Teachings on God and Natural Beauty

Through the exploration of aesthetics and beauty, we can arrive at a high probability that
we can know God through general revelation, which is accessible to all. Beauty serves as a
powerful tool for revealing God's existence, power, and divine attributes. It acts as a bridge
between humanity and the divine, communicating messages from God to us. Beauty reflects
God's creativity and intricacy, showcasing His handiwork in the natural world and beyond. It
complements Scriptural revelation by harmonizing natural revelation with the teachings found in
the Bible. Together, these forms of revelation provide a holistic understanding of God's nature
and purpose. Recognizing and appreciating the beauty around us can develop a deeper spiritual
connection and gain insights into the divine. Beauty invites us to contemplate the mysteries of
existence and awakens a sense of awe and wonder. Through this profound appreciation of

beauty, we can come to know and experience God in a meaningful way.

Sleeth provides a Christian perspective on environmental issues. Through personal anecdotes and biblical
references, Sleeth highlights the importance of living sustainably and responsibly to honor God's creation. The book
presents practical steps that individuals and communities can take to promote nature conservation.
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God as the Creator of the Natural World
Definition and Scope of General Revelation

In religious contexts, revelation constitutes a fundamental aspect of understanding the
divine. Revelation broadly refers to the disclosure or unveiling of knowledge or truths believed
to originate from a higher power. This section of chapter two focuses on exploring the definition
and distinction of revelation, particularly in relation to special revelation. We will analyze
various perspectives and philosophical underpinnings to understand these concepts
comprehensively.

Revelation can be defined as the act of imparting or manifesting previously unknown
truths or insights, typically by a divine entity. It involves communicating knowledge that
surpasses human comprehension and is inaccessible through ordinary means. Revelation serves
as a way for individuals or communities to gain deeper understanding, guidance, and inspiration
in matters related to faith, morality, and purpose.

One often encounters the concept of special revelation within the broad notion of
revelation. Special revelation refers to communication from the divine that occurs in specific,
extraordinary ways. Unlike general revelation, which is accessible to all individuals through
nature, conscience, or reason, special revelation is limited to particular individuals, events, or
texts.

Special revelation is understood as being more explicit, direct, and detailed compared to
general revelation. It is often associated with specific religious traditions and is crucial for
forming doctrines, Scriptures, and religious practices. Examples of special revelation include
sacred texts like the Bible and divine visitations, miracles, and prophetic messages.

While general revelation provides insights into the divine through natural phenomena,

moral intuitions, or human reasoning, special revelation is viewed as a direct divine intervention
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in human history. Special revelation is often regarded as providing authoritative and exclusive
information necessary for salvation, spiritual growth, and the establishment of religious
communities.

Various philosophical perspectives have emerged throughout history to explain and
interpret the nature of revelation and distinguish it from special revelation. For example, in
theistic systems of thought, revelation is the means through which God communicates truths to
humanity. Divine revelations are considered persistent and aimed at guiding and enlightening
individuals within a particular religious framework.

On the other hand, skeptics and rationalists have presented contrasting viewpoints, often
casting doubt on the validity and reliability of claims of revelation. They question its origin,
consistency, and the subjective nature of personal experiences of revelation. From their
standpoint, revelations are seen as products of human imagination or cultural influences rather

than divine intervention.?*

34 Note: This list includes some notable skeptics who have expressed skepticism towards religious claims,
including revelations. David Hume: A renowned Scottish philosopher and skeptic who questioned the reliability of
religious claims, including revelations, based on empirical evidence and the problem of induction. Bertrand Russell:
A British philosopher, logician, and skeptic who expressed skepticism toward religious claims, including
revelations, emphasizing the need for evidence-based reasoning and the application of scientific methods.

Carl Sagan: An American astronomer, astrophysicist, and skeptic who advocated for critical thinking and scientific
inquiry while expressing skepticism towards religious and paranormal claims, including revelations. Richard
Dawkins: A British evolutionary biologist, ethologist, and prominent atheist who has criticized religious beliefs,
including revelations, from a scientific and rational perspective, and emphasized the importance of evidence and
reason. Daniel Dennett: An American philosopher and cognitive scientist who has written extensively on belief,
consciousness, and religion, questioning the reliability and origins of religious beliefs, including revelations, through
analysis of cognitive processes. Michael Shermer: An American science writer and founder of The Skeptics Society,
who promotes skepticism and critical thinking, and has expressed skepticism towards claims of supernatural
phenomena, including revelations. James Randi: A Canadian American magician, author, and skeptic who dedicated
his life to debunking paranormal and pseudoscientific claims, including revelations, through his organization, the
James Randi Educational Foundation. Susan Blackmore: A British psychologist and writer who has studied and
written on topics such as consciousness, parapsychology, and the nature of belief, offering skeptical perspectives on
claims of personal revelations. Massimo Pigliucci: An Italian American philosopher and skeptic who explores the
relationship between science, philosophy, and skepticism, questioning the foundations of religious claims, including
revelations, from a rational standpoint.
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In summary, revelation encompasses the disclosure of profound knowledge or truths
believed to originate from a higher power. While general revelation is accessible to all through
nature, conscience, or reason, special revelation is distinguished by its exclusivity, directness,
and specific mediums, such as Scriptures or supernatural events.

Accessibility to all Individuals

General revelation refers to the knowledge of God that is accessible to all individuals
regardless of their religious background or personal beliefs. This concept suggests that God
reveals Himself to humanity through various means, such as nature, reason, and conscience,
allowing people to have some understanding of His existence and attributes. General revelation
emphasizes the potential accessibility of religious truth to all individuals, irrespective of their
specific religious affiliations or lack thereof.

One aspect of general revelation is recognizing nature as a means through which God
reveals Himself. Observing the intricacies and complexities of the natural world can give
individuals insights into the Creator's greatness, order, and beauty.?> This perspective is rooted in
the belief that the natural world can serve as a source of knowledge about God, providing
evidence of His existence and involvement in the world. Moreover, nature's accessibility to all
individuals allows people from diverse cultures and backgrounds to access this revelation.

Another avenue through which general revelation becomes accessible to individuals is
the capacity for reason and rationality. This implies that humans can use logic and critical
thinking to comprehend elements of divine truth. Through the exercise of reason, individuals can

explore philosophical and moral dilemmas, search for meaning, and ultimately come to

35 Miles Hollingworth, Saint Augustine of Hippo (A&C Black, 2013). Note: St. Augustine of Hippo (354-
430): As a Christian theologian and philosopher, St. Augustine emphasized the importance of God's creation in
understanding beauty. He argued that nature's beauty reflects God's divine order, where the harmony and symmetry
found in the natural world point towards the existence of a higher power.
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understand certain aspects of God's nature. This accessibility to reason and rationality is inherent
in all individuals, regardless of their religious beliefs or affiliations.

General revelation also encompasses the moral realm, wherein individuals possess an
innate sense of right and wrong. This moral conscience serves as a guide, reflecting ethical
principles that are universally accessible. It suggests that people from various cultural and
religious backgrounds can understand and recognize moral truths. The conscience acts as a
channel through which moral knowledge is accessible to all individuals, allowing them to grasp
certain aspects of God's moral character (see Romans 1:18-20).

The concept of general revelation as accessible to all individuals has several implications.
Firstly, it promotes inclusivity by highlighting the potential for individuals from diverse religious
backgrounds or personal beliefs to have some understanding of God. This notion challenges
exclusivist claims that restrict religious truth to particular groups. Secondly, it suggests that
individuals can engage in meaningful theological and spiritual discussions outside the boundaries
of specific religious traditions. This can lead to greater tolerance, dialogue, and mutual
understanding among individuals with different religious perspectives. Additionally, the
accessibility of general revelation emphasizes the importance of personal reflection and seeking
truth through various sources, encouraging individuals to explore religious or spiritual ideas
beyond their immediate cultural or religious environment.

Perceiving God’s Existence, Power, and Divine Attributes

Through observations of the natural world, humanity has long contemplated the profound

complexity, order, and beauty that exists within it. This contemplation often leads to the

recognition that such intricate design could not have occurred randomly or by chance alone.



32

Instead, it points towards the existence of a Creator responsible for the complex workings and
existence of the universe.

General revelation is the perception of God's power. The grandeur and awe-inspiring
aspects of natural phenomena, such as thunderstorms, earthquakes, or celestial bodies, have
evoked a sense of transcendence throughout human history. These experiences are commanding
reminders of a higher power that governs the natural world and wields incredible power beyond
human comprehension. It highlights the magnitude of God's omnipotence and reinforces the idea
of a divine being behind the universe's existence.

Furthermore, general revelation encompasses the recognition of God's divine attributes.
The moral conscience within humans often operates as a guide, promoting a sense of right and
wrong. This moral compass, which usually transcends cultural and religious boundaries, points
towards the existence of a moral lawgiver or a supreme authority that establishes ethical
principles. The universality of moral values and the inherent sense of justice within humanity

suggest the influence of a higher divine source.®

36 Note: The concept of general revelation and its implications on the recognition of God's divine attributes
as well as the existence of a moral lawgiver or supreme authority has garnered support from a range of scholars,
theologians, and philosophers. Here is a list of notable supporters who have discussed or endorsed these ideas:
William Lane Craig: A prominent philosopher and theologian, Craig has written extensively on the philosophical
arguments for God's existence. He has defended the notion of moral values as evidence for the existence of a divine
source. Alvin Plantinga: Plantinga is a respected philosopher and theologian known for his work in epistemology
and the philosophy of religion. He has argued that belief in God can be rational and justified and has explored the
connection between divine revelation and human knowledge. C.S. Lewis: A renowned author and intellectual, Lewis
addressed the subject of natural law and moral values in several of his works, such as "Mere Christianity." He
proposed that the existence of objective moral values points towards the existence of a transcendent moral lawgiver.
Francis Collins: Collins, a geneticist and former director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), has advocated
for the compatibility of science and faith. In his book "The Language of God," he discusses the moral argument for
God's existence and the significance of moral conscience. Richard Swinburne: Swinburne, a philosopher of religion,
has defended the rationality of belief in God. He has argued that moral values are best explained by the existence of
a moral lawgiver and that they provide evidence for God's existence. John Lennox: Lennox, a mathematician and
philosopher of science, has written extensively on the interface between science, faith, and philosophy. He has
engaged in discussions concerning the existence of moral values, arguing that they are grounded in God's nature.
Please note this list includes some well-known figures who have contributed to discussions surrounding general
revelation, moral conscience only, and the recognition of God's divine attributes. Their works provide valuable
insights and perspectives on the subject matter in a professional tone.
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The study of general revelation entails exploring various philosophical perspectives and
religious traditions. Within philosophy, scholars have analyzed arguments such as the
teleological argument (based on the observation of design and purpose in nature) and the moral
argument (based on the universality of moral values) to support the notion of general revelation.
Comparative theology and religious studies also examine how faith traditions interpret and
understand general revelation, considering their specific beliefs and practices.

Accordingly, general revelation encompasses the perception of God's existence, power,
and divine attributes through observing the natural world and the human conscience. It serves as
a universal means of comprehending God's presence and characteristics, accessible to people
from diverse backgrounds.

Purpose: Bridging Humanity and the Divine

General revelation bridges humanity and the divine, offering insights into the nature of
God and the universe. This epistemological aspect of general revelation holds significant
academic value.

One key aspect of general revelation is recognizing that the natural world can provide
insights into the divine. By studying the intricacies and complexities of nature, philosophers,
apologists, and theologians have sought to discern patterns, order, and design, which they
attribute to a divine creator. This approach, known as natural theology, considers the natural
world as a source of knowledge about God and allows for the exploration of the relationship
between science, philosophy, and theology.

General revelation also acknowledges the role of human reason in understanding the
divine. It suggests that through rational thinking and logical deductions, humans can reflect on

the world around them and come to understand aspects of God's nature. This epistemological
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aspect raises questions about the compatibility of faith and reason, the limits of human
rationality, and the need for intellectual engagement with religious concepts.

Another dimension of general revelation is recognizing human experience and intuition
as sources of knowledge about the divine. Personal encounters, mystical experiences, and
intuitive insights are believed to give individuals a deeper understanding of God's presence and
attributes. The concept of general revelation also prompts a critical examination of its
epistemological challenges and limitations. It invites academic inquiry into questions such as:
How do we verify claims of divine knowledge derived from nature, reason, or personal
experiences? What are the potential biases and cultural influences shaping our interpretations of
general revelation? How do we reconcile different interpretations of general revelation across
different religious traditions? These epistemological considerations contribute to scholarly
debates and investigations into the nature of religious knowledge and its interface with other
forms of knowledge.

General revelation is a means of bridging humanity and the divine, which holds
significant value. Its epistemological dimension prompts exploration of the role of nature,
reason, and human experience in acquiring knowledge about God. It raises questions about the
relationship between faith and reason, the limits of human understanding, and the challenges
associated with interpreting and verifying claims of divine knowledge.

Beauty as a Means of Communication from God

Beauty is significant in general revelation, offering profound insights into the natural and

human-made world. One of the primary significances of beauty in general revelation lies in its

capacity to reveal truth.’” Beauty, often associated with harmony, proportion, and coherence,

37 Hart, The Beauty of the Infinite, 252.
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manifests itself in the natural world through landscapes, ecosystems, and intricate biological
processes. The precise geometry of snowflakes, the grandeur of mountains, or the delicate
patterns on a butterfly's wings exemplify the inherent beauty present in creation. Consequently,
the experience of beauty prompts individuals to recognize and appreciate the underlying order
and purpose within the universe, thereby revealing truths about its creator.

Beauty possesses an innate ability to evoke powerful emotional responses within
individuals. When confronted with objects or experiences that embody beauty, individuals often
feel a sense of awe, wonder, or admiration.*® These emotional responses transcend rationality
and touch the depths of human consciousness, enabling a profound connection on an emotional
and spiritual level. The emotional impact of beauty allows individuals to engage with general
revelation beyond intellectual comprehension, fostering a holistic understanding that includes the
realm of emotions.

In general revelation, beauty acts as a channel through which individuals can transcend
their mundane existence and tap into something more significant. The contemplation of beauty,
whether through appreciating a breathtaking sunset, listening to a sublime piece of music, or
encountering a magnificent work of art, offers a glimpse into the transcendent realm. By lifting
individuals beyond mundane concerns, beauty invites them to contemplate the more profound
mysteries of existence and explore their relationship with the divine or the sacred.

Beauty serves as a catalyst for reflection, prompting individuals to contemplate the world
in all its complexity and diversity. Through aesthetic experiences, individuals are encouraged to
adopt a receptive and contemplative stance, allowing them to perceive general revelation with
renewed curiosity and wonder. This introspective engagement paves the way for deeper insights

and understanding, fostering continuous exploration and personal growth.

38 Burgess, He Made the Stars Also, 97-98.
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The significance of beauty in general revelation cannot be understated. Its capacity to
reveal truth, evoke emotional responses, inspire transcendence, and stimulate reflective
contemplation positions beauty as vital in comprehending the world around us. By recognizing
and appreciating beauty in all its manifestations, individuals can embark on a transformative
journey of intellectual, emotional, and spiritual growth, ultimately deepening their understanding
of general revelation.

Reflection of God’s Creativity and Intricacy

To discuss the reflection of God's creativity and intricacy, we must first explore the
concept of God as a creator. Within many religious and philosophical traditions, God is often
regarded as the ultimate source of all existence and the bringer of life. As a creator, God is
believed to have the ability to fashion the complexity and beauty of the universe, exhibiting
unparalleled creativity and intricacy.

One way God's creativity is reflected is through the vast diversity and complexity of the
natural world. From the intricate patterns found in the structure of a crystal to the diverse
ecosystems that exist within the Earth, the natural world is a testament to God's endless
creativity. Each living organism, from the smallest microorganism to the largest mammal,
displays unique characteristics and features, showcasing the remarkable intricacies of God's
handiwork.*®

Moreover, God's creativity is also evident in the artistic achievements of humanity.

Throughout history, human beings have produced magnificent works of art, architecture,

39 Junius Johnson, The Father of Lights: A Theology of Beauty, Theology for the Life of the World (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2020), 180.
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literature, and music that reflect a deep inspiration from the divine. These creative endeavors
demonstrate our ability to channel God's creativity and reflect it uniquely.*°

Additionally, the intricacy of God's creation can be seen in the complex systems that
govern the universe. From the laws of physics that govern the behavior of matter and energy to
the intricate processes of biological systems, the level of detail and precision in the universe's
workings is awe-inspiring. This intricacy suggests a profound intelligence behind the creation of
the universe, pointing towards a divine creator.

Thus, God's creativity and intricacy are reflected in various aspects of the natural world
and human achievements. The vast diversity, complexity, and beauty found in creation point to a
divine source of inspiration and serve as a testament to God's limitless creativity.

Beauty as a Complement to Scriptural Revelation

In exploring the relationship between beauty, nature, and the Bible, it is essential to
understand how beauty can complement Scriptural revelation. This perspective acknowledges
that the beauty found in the natural world can provide a visual manifestation and reinforce the
messages explicitly conveyed in the Bible.

Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:18-20 are two biblical passages that explicitly address the
connection between nature, beauty, and divine revelation. Psalm 19:1-4 suggests that the beauty
of the heavens acts as a form of nonverbal communication, testifying to the existence and glory
of God's creation. Similarly, Romans 1:18-20 emphasizes the visible attributes of God that are
evident in nature. These passages suggest that the beauty and order found in the natural world

reflect God's divine qualities, offering a tangible testament to His existence.

40 Edwards, Creation’s Beauty as Revelation, 152.
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By considering these biblical passages, we can understand how beauty in nature is
aesthetically pleasing and serves as a means of divine revelation. The beauty present in the
natural world complements Scriptural teachings, reinforcing the messages conveyed within the
Bible and deepening one's understanding and appreciation of God. It allows individuals to
visually witness the intricacy, creativity, and harmony inherent in creation, prompting awe and
reverence for the divine.

This perspective on beauty as a complement to Scriptural revelation has significant
implications for individuals engaging with nature and the Bible. It encourages a holistic approach
to spirituality, where the exploration of Scripture is intertwined with observing and
contemplating the natural world. Recognizing the complementary nature of beauty and Scriptural
revelation fosters a deeper connection to the divine. It encourages individuals to seek a
harmonious relationship between their faith, their surroundings, and an understanding of God's
creation.

Hence, the notion of beauty as a complement to Scriptural revelation provides a rich
framework for understanding the relationship between nature, beauty, and the Bible. Psalm 19:1-
4 and Romans 1:18-20 exemplify how the beauty found in the natural world can communicate
and reinforce the messages conveyed within religious texts. This perspective encourages
individuals to perceive the beauty of nature as a manifestation of the divine, deepening their
relationship with God and fostering a holistic spirituality.

Harmonizing Natural Revelation with Biblical Teachings

In Psalm 19:1-4 the psalmist emphasizes the power of visual and experiential evidence

found in nature, proclaiming that the marvels of the natural world serve as a silent testimony to

the existence and glory of God. Romans 1:18-20 further explores the concept of natural
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revelation, highlighting the role of nature in revealing God's attributes to humanity. In this
passage, the Apostle Paul argues that God's invisible qualities and divine nature are evident in
the physical world, leaving humanity without an excuse for denying or being ignorant of God's
existence.

When harmonizing natural revelation with biblical teachings, examining the relationship
between the two becomes essential. Natural revelation, as indicated in these passages, refers to
the knowledge of God that can be gained through the observation and contemplation of the
natural world. It suggests that through the beauty and complexity of the universe, one can arrive
at a general understanding of God's existence, power, and character.

However, it is essential to note that natural revelation alone does not provide a
comprehensive understanding of God or His plan for humanity's salvation.*! Conversely, the
Bible offers specific and detailed revelations about God, His nature, and His redemptive plan for
humankind. Through the biblical teachings, we gain a more profound and comprehensive
knowledge of God's attributes, His moral standards, and His plan for our lives.

In harmonizing these two sources of revelation, it is crucial to understand that natural
revelation serves as a starting point or a complement to the biblical teachings. While nature can
reveal God's existence and some of His attributes, it does not provide the precise details
necessary for understanding matters such as God's plan of salvation or the moral principles to
live by. The Bible, God's inspired Word, provides those crucial details and specific teachings that
cannot be discerned through natural revelation alone.

Harmonizing natural revelation with biblical teachings involves recognizing the value
and insights that can be gained from observing the beauty and intricacy of the natural world. It is

an acknowledgment that the natural world reflects God's creativity, power, and beauty. However,

4! Frame, Nature’s Case for God, 11.
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it also emphasizes the importance of turning to the Bible for a more complete and precise
understanding of God and His plan for humanity.

Thus, when discussing the harmonization of natural revelation with biblical teachings of
beauty, nature, and the Bible, it is essential to consider the significance of Psalm 19:1-4 and
Romans 1:18-20. These passages reveal how the beauty of nature serves as a testament to God's
existence and attributes, providing a starting point for understanding His creative power and
glory.

While natural revelation through observing and contemplating the natural world can offer
a general understanding of God, it is crucial to recognize that it does not provide a
comprehensive knowledge of God or His plan for salvation. The Bible, God's inspired Word,
offers specific and detailed revelations about God's nature, moral standards, and redemptive plan
for humanity.

The harmonization of natural revelation and biblical teachings involves acknowledging
the value of nature as a reflection of God's creativity and beauty while recognizing that the Bible
provides the necessary details and teachings for a more complete understanding. Turning to the
Bible gives us a deeper insight into God's attributes and purpose for our lives.

Therefore, in seeking harmony between natural revelation and biblical teachings, we
understand that nature points us toward God. Still, the Bible provides the precise knowledge
required for a comprehensive understanding of His plan and directives. By combining the
insights gained from observing the natural world with the teachings of the Bible, we can develop
a more profound appreciation for God's creation and a better understanding of His purpose for

humanity.
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Examination of Passages Highlighting the Beauty of Creation

Psalm 19:1-4
Declaration of God’s Glory and Knowledge through the Heavens

Psalm 19:1-4 is a passage from the book of Psalms that outlines the declaration of God's
glory and knowledge through the heavens. This passage starts by stating, "The heavens declare
the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands" (Psalm 19:1, NIV).

Exegetical Analysis:

Psalm 19:1-4 unveils the profound truth that the heavens, in their vastness and splendor,
serve as a testament to God's glory and knowledge. The Hebrew and Greek analysis helps us
grasp the comprehensive meaning behind this declaration, highlighting aspects of dominion,
craftsmanship, visual revelation, and purposeful communication.

The employed Hebrew and Greek terms emphasize the extent of God's sovereignty,
placing Him as the Creator and Sustainer of both the celestial and earthly realms. Whether
understood as the celestial abode or the visible sky, the heavens bear witness to the divine
craftsmanship permeating the universe.

Furthermore, the Hebrew and Greek verbs used to describe the declaration of God's glory
through the heavens evoke a sense of purpose and intent. The heavens act as messengers,
announcing and revealing the majestic attributes of the Creator to humanity, calling us to
acknowledge and respond to His splendor.

The subsequent verses in this passage describe how the celestial bodies, particularly the
sun, moon, and stars, showcase God's knowledge. It mentions how the sun, like a bridegroom
coming out of his chamber, eagerly rises in its course, bringing light and warmth to the earth
(Psalm 19:4). This metaphorical description highlights the order and precision of the natural

world, symbolizing God's wisdom and control over creation.
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Hebrew Analysis:

1. The Hebrew word "shamayim" (heavens) signifies not only the celestial abode but also
encompasses the skies and the entire expanse of the universe. The dual form "shamayim" reflects
the ancient Hebrew belief of a division between the atmospheric heavens and the spiritual
heavens, emphasizing God's dominion over both realms.*>*3

2. The Hebrew term "saphar" (declare) in verse 1 implies an authoritative proclamation,
suggesting that the heavens bear witness to and testify of God's glory and knowledge. This
declaration extends beyond mere verbal communication and encompasses a visual revelation
through divine craftsmanship displayed in the celestial creation. **

Greek Analysis:

1. In the Greek Septuagint version of Psalm 19:1, the word "ouranos" (heaven) is used.
This term generally refers to the atmospheric heaven, emphasizing its visibility to mankind. It
underscores that the revelation of God's glory is not hidden but is open and accessible to human
observation.*

2. The Greek verb "apaggello" (declare) in verse 1 carries a sense of announcing, making

known, or revealing. It implies a purposeful communication of divine splendor through the

heavens as if they act as messengers proclaiming God's glory to mankind.*®

42 Tesh, Psalms, 187-188.

43 Peter C. Craigie, Psalms 1-50, 2nd ed., vol. 19, Word Biblical Commentary (Nashville, TN: Nelson
Reference & Electronic, 2004), 180. Note: Psalm 19:2—7 “Heavens” and “firmament” (in effect, a poetic synonym
for “heavens”) are mentioned first (v 2), and then “day” and “night” are introduced (v 3) as the two fundamental
perspectives from which the heavens may be perceived.”

4 Tesh, Psalms, 189-190.

4 Ibid, 189-190.

46 Craigie, Psalms 1-50, 180. Note: Psalm 19:2—7 “Their declaration of glory rests upon the fact that,
though they are inanimate entities, they are the “work of his hands” (v 2), and so reflect positively upon the Maker.”
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Universal Nature of General Revelation

Another significant aspect of Psalm 19:1-4 is recognizing the universal nature of general
revelation. By declaring that the heavens and skies proclaim God's glory and knowledge, the
passage implies that this revelation is available to everyone who has the ability to observe and
appreciate the natural world. It suggests that the evidence of God's existence and attributes
presented through creation is not limited to a particular group or culture but is universally
accessible.

The inclusive nature of general revelation has theological implications. It suggests that
God has given humanity a common ground for understanding His existence and revealing
essential aspects of His character. This understanding can foster a sense of unity among different
religious traditions and serve as a starting point for philosophical and theological reflections.

In conclusion, Psalm 19:1-4 emphasizes the declaration of God's glory and knowledge
through the heavens and underscores the universal nature of general revelation. It portrays the
celestial bodies as instruments that testify to God's creative power and wisdom. Moreover, it
highlights how the evidence available through nature is accessible to all people, irrespective of

their religious or cultural backgrounds.

Romans 1:18-20
Perception of God’s Invisible Qualities Through Creation

Romans 1:18-20 discusses perceiving God's invisible qualities through His creation.
According to this passage, God's existence and attributes are evident through the natural world.
Thus, the passage highlights that God's invisible qualities, such as His eternal power and divine
nature, can be understood by observing the physical world. This concept is rooted in the
theological understanding that God has revealed Himself in creation, providing evidence of His

existence and attributes.
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Verse Analysis:
1. Romans 1:18: In this verse, Paul sets the stage for his discourse by highlighting the
divine wrath revealed from heaven against ungodliness and unrighteousness. Paul employs the
language of "wrath" (orge) to express God's righteous anger against human sinfulness.

a. The Greek word "orge" is translated as "wrath" in this verse. It refers to God's
righteous anger and the just consequences of human unrighteousness.*’

b. "Katheudd" is translated as "suppress" and implies the deliberate act of holding down
or restraining the truth.*®

2. Romans 1:19: Moving onward, Paul proceeds to emphasize the manifestation of God's
invisible qualities. Paul refers to these qualities as "the things that are made" (ta poiemata),
indicating the visible universe and natural creation. Here, Paul suggests that through observation
and contemplation of the natural world, humans can catch a glimpse of God's eternal power and
divine nature.*’

a. The Greek term "gnostos" is rendered as "known" and emphasizes that the knowledge

about God's existence is evident or obvious.>%~!

47 James D. G. Dunn, Romans 1-8, vol. 38A, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, Incorporated,
1988), 54-55. Note: Romans 1:18 “Paul takes up this well-known language as a way of describing the effect of
human unrighteousness in the world (vv 19-32), though clearly, in Paul’s view, “wrath” is not something for which
God is merely responsible, “an inevitable process of cause and effect in a moral universe” (Dodd; Macgregor, 105;
similarly Hanson, Wrath, 85, 110), nor merely an attitude of God (far less a vengeful attitude of God), but something
God does (see Travis, 37-38).”

“ Dunn, Romans 1-8, 56-70. Note: Romans 1:18 “The idea of “holding down, suppressing”
(xateyéviov—BGD), “holding back, restraining” (Murray; see also on 7:6) the truth implies not only the willfulness
of man (vv 19-20, 23, 25; so also 2:8), but also that truth not thus suppressed would have effect.”

4 Origen, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, Books 1-5, ed. Thomas P. Halton, trans. Thomas P.
Scheck, vol. 103, The Fathers of the Church (Washington, DC: The Catholic University of America Press, 2001),
90.

50 Dunn, Romans 1-8, 56-58. Note: Romans 1:19 “Clearly implicit here is the conviction that God is not
knowable in himself (a very strong conviction in Judaism—e.g., Exod 33:20; Deut 4:12; Sir 43:31; Sib. Or. 3.17;
Philo, Som. 1.65-66, 68—69; Post. 16-20; Josephus, War 7.346; Ap. 2.167), but that he has made himself known to
some extent.”
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b. "Phaneros" is translated as "plain" and signifies God's revelation of Himself through
creation, which is clearly visible and understandable.>?

3. Romans 1:20: In the final verse, Paul reinforces the profoundness of God's revelation
in nature. He states that God's invisible attributes can be clearly understood by studying the
world around us, leaving humanity without excuse. Through this verse, Paul essentially argues
that the knowledge of God obtained through creation is accessible to all, regardless of their
knowledge of Scriptural texts.

a. The Greek word "aoratos" is translated as "invisible" and highlights that although
God's qualities are not physically seen, they are perceived through His creation.>

b. "Theiotes" (divine nature) in Greek emphasizes that the nature of God is supernatural
and beyond human comprehension.>*

c. The term "kataballd" is rendered as "being understood" and implies a process of
reasoning or reflective perception.

General Analysis:
A. Divine Revelation through Creation:
1. Romans 1:18-20 emphasizes God's existence manifesting through nature, allowing

individuals to perceive His eternal power and divine nature.

5! Jack Cottrell, Romans, vol. 1, The College Press NIV Commentary (Joplin, MO: College Press Pub. Co.,
1996), Ro 1:19.

32 Cottrell, Romans, vol. 1, Ro 1:19.

33 Ibid, vol. 1, Ro 1:20. Note: Romans 1:20 “This does not mean that God also has visible qualities;
everything about the nature of God is invisible to his creatures.”

5% Dunn, Romans 1-8, vol. 38A, 58. Note: Romans 1:20 “The concept of kticig, “creation,” was also
common to Greek as well as Hebrew thought; though it should be noted that the Christian exclusive use of
ktiw/ktiowg for the act and fact of divine creation reflects the same Hebrew exclusiveness in the use of 872 “to
create” (see TDNT 3:1000-1035; TDOT 2:242-49), in distinction to the much less discriminating use of Greek
thought (see LSJ).”
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2. Creation serves as evidence of God's existence, providing a foundation for belief and
understanding.

B. Accountability and Excusability:

1. The Scripture suggests that humanity is without excuse in denying God's existence, as
evidence of His nature is clearly visible in creation.

2. Christians believe this passage asserts personal responsibility in acknowledging and
seeking God.

C. Rejection and Consequences:

1. The suppression of truth mentioned in the passage reflects the human tendency to
ignore or disbelieve God's existence, leading to spiritual consequences. Man has the truth set
before him but suppresses what can be known about God through the beauty of creation.

2. The passage warns against exchanging the truth of God for idolatry and immorality,
which can result in the manifestation of God's wrath.

3. The passage presents the notion that people are held accountable for their actions
because God's attributes are clearly perceived through creation. This idea implies that
individuals cannot claim ignorance or lack of evidence when it comes to recognizing and
acknowledging God's existence and attributes. It emphasizes humanity's accountability and
the implications of perceiving God's qualities through creation. By emphasizing the absence
of excuses, the passage underscores individuals' responsibility to recognize and respond to
the evidence of God's existence provided by the natural world.

Thus, Romans 1:18-20 presents a thought-provoking examination of God's invisible
qualities revealed through His creation. This Scriptural analysis explored the underlying Greek

words and their implications while emphasizing the Christian perspective on the perception of
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God's existence. By understanding the significance of this passage, believers are encouraged to

recognize God's presence in His creation and embrace the accountability that comes with it.
Attributes and Characteristics of God Related to Natural Beauty

Introduction to the Relationship between Nature and God’s Attributes

The relationship between nature and God's attributes has been a subject of scholarly
interest across various religious and philosophical traditions. The intricate interplay between the
natural world and the divine has sparked debates and discussions among scholars, theologians,
apologists, and philosophers throughout history.

One perspective asserts that nature serves as a manifestation of God's attributes. God,
being the creator of the universe, is believed to have imbued nature with specific characteristics
that reflect His divine qualities. For example, the intricate design and complexity found in
natural phenomena can be seen as evidence of God's wisdom and intelligence. The beauty and
harmony observed in the natural world are often considered reflections of God's creativity and

aesthetics.”

55 Note: Philosopher's Argument: Many philosophers throughout history have argued for the existence of
God based on the intricate design and complexity found in natural phenomena. Notable philosophers like Thomas
Aquinas and William Paley have posited the existence of a divine creator by pointing out the purposeful
arrangements and finely tuned laws in the natural world. Teleological Argument: The teleological argument, also
known as the argument from design, asserts that the intricate design and complexity observed in nature imply a
designer or creator. This argument suggests that the existence of highly complex structures like the human eye, the
DNA molecule, and the intricate interdependencies in ecosystems, cannot be simply explained by chance or natural
processes alone. Fine-Tuning Argument: The fine-tuning argument posits that the fundamental constants and laws of
nature are finely tuned to allow the existence of life. Advocates argue that the level of complexity and precision
required for the universe to permit the conditions necessary for life to flourish implies the presence of an intelligent
being who designed and orchestrated it. Aesthetic Appreciation: The beauty and harmony found in the natural world
have often been interpreted as evidence of God's creativity and aesthetics. Many supporters argue that the immense
variety of colors, patterns, and forms seen in landscapes, wildlife, and celestial bodies point to a divine artist who
fashioned the world with purpose and artistry. Argument from Mathematical Order: Mathematics is often regarded
as the language of the universe, and its presence in natural phenomena is considered as evidence of underlying order
and intelligence. Supporters argue that the existence of mathematical patterns and relationships observed in areas
like fractals, Fibonacci sequences, and symmetries suggest the work of a higher intelligence. Anthropocentric View:
Some supporters posit that the presence of human beings, with their exceptional intellectual capacities and moral
sensibilities, implies the existence of a higher power. They argue that the uniqueness and complexity of human
consciousness and the moral order in the world indicate a transcendent source that imbued humans with these
qualities. Testimony of Religious Believers: Many religious believers cite personal experiences and transformative
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Contrasting with the previous perspective, another posit is that nature should be
considered separately from God's attributes. According to this perspective, nature is an
independent construct that operates according to natural laws and principles.®® In this view, God
may have initially created the natural world but subsequently allowed it to function based on
inherent laws rather than continually intervening. In this sense, nature is seen as distinct from
God's attributes and stands as its own entity.>’

In various religious traditions, nature is viewed as a means of approaching and
understanding God, albeit indirectly. It is believed that by observing, contemplating, and
experiencing the wonders of nature, one can discern the existence and attributes of the divine.
Nature is a metaphorical veil that conceals and reveals aspects of God's attributes. By studying
natural phenomena, individuals can gain insights into the divine's power, majesty, and

benevolence.>®

encounters with the divine as evidence of God's wisdom and intelligence. They claim that their faith provides them
with insights into the intricate workings of the natural world, supporting their belief in a higher power who governs
and sustains it. Consilience of Evidence: Supporters argue that the cumulative evidence from various domains,
including cosmology, biology, physics, and philosophy, coherently align to imply the existence of an intelligent
designer. They contend that when examined collectively, the intricate design and complexity found in natural
phenomena strongly indicate the existence of God's wisdom and intelligence.

6 Frame, Nature’s Case for God, 112. Note: “With Aquinas, natural law is semi-autonomous, subject to
biblical veto”.

57 Note: Baruch Spinoza: A Dutch philosopher who proposed a pantheistic view of God, considering God
and nature as one entity but distinct from religious conceptions. Thomas Aquinas: A Catholic theologian who
advocated the idea that God's creation, including nature, operates by its own inherent laws and principles. Isaac
Newton: The renowned physicist and mathematician, who often referred to natural laws and order as evidence of
God's existence but believed that God did not intervene directly in the workings of the natural world. John Locke:
An influential philosopher who emphasized the separation of church and state and argued for a distinction between
religious matters and natural laws. Immanuel Kant: A German philosopher who proposed the view that nature
operates according to its own laws and principles, separate from God's direct influence.

58 Note: Christian theologians and scholars: Many Christian theologians and scholars advocate for the view
that nature provides insights into the attributes of God. They argue that God's creation reveals His creativity,
wisdom, and goodness. Prominent supporters include Thomas Aquinas, who believed that nature is the handiwork of
God and provides evidence for His existence and nature. Sufi mystics: Within Islamic traditions, Sufi mystics
emphasize experiencing the divine through nature. They believe that contemplation of nature can lead to a direct
spiritual encounter with God. Prominent Sufi scholars who support this idea include Rumi and Ibn Arabi.
Indigenous spiritual leaders: Many indigenous cultures have a deep reverence for nature and view it as sacred.
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A different perspective suggests that nature embodies a moral order, reflecting God's
attributes of justice, mercy, and wisdom. This view asserts that principles of fairness, balance,
and harmony are inherent in the workings of the natural world. Human beings are encouraged to
observe and align themselves with the moral order evident in nature, thus seeking a greater
understanding of God's attributes and striving to live in accordance with them.*

The relationship between nature and God's attributes is a complex and multifaceted topic
that has captivated the minds of scholars and thinkers for centuries. From considering nature as a
direct expression of divine qualities to perceiving it as separate from God's attributes, the various
perspectives offer different ways to comprehend and interpret the connection between the natural
world and the divine. Regardless of one's stance, exploring this relationship enriches our
understanding of nature and the concept of God, inviting us to contemplate the wonders of our

existence and the mysteries that lie beyond.

Indigenous spiritual leaders often teach that the natural world is a manifestation of the divine. They advocate for
living in harmony with nature and recognizing its inherent spiritual qualities. Transcendentalists: Transcendentalist
thinkers, such as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, have written extensively about the spiritual
significance of nature. They argue that connecting with nature allows individuals to transcend the material world and
experience a deeper understanding of the divine. Hindu philosophers: In Hinduism, nature is seen as a reflection of
Brahman, the ultimate reality or divine essence. Hindu philosophers, such as Swami Vivekananda and Sri
Aurobindo, believe that through introspection and observation of nature, one can gain insights into the infinite and
eternal nature of the divine. Taoist sages: Taoist philosophy emphasizes the harmony and interconnectedness of all
things in nature. Taoist sages, such as Laozi and Zhuangzi, view the natural world as a manifestation of the Tao (the
underlying principle of the universe). They advocate for aligning oneself with the rhythms of nature to achieve
spiritual enlightenment. Ecological theologians and environmentalists: Many contemporary theologians and
environmentalists promote the idea that religious teachings and nature conservation are interrelated. They argue that
taking care of the environment is not only an ethical responsibility but also a way to honor and protect the divine
creation.

%9 Note: Thomas Aquinas: A medieval philosopher and theologian who argued that God's moral order is
reflected in nature and that humans should seek to live in accordance with it. Ralph Waldo Emerson: An American
essayist and poet who believed in the divinity of nature and the moral lessons it provides. Henry David Thoreau: An
American author and naturalist who emphasized the importance of understanding nature's moral order and living in
harmony with it. John Muir: An influential environmental philosopher who saw nature as a source of moral
inspiration and argued for its preservation. Deep Ecology Movement: A philosophical perspective that promotes the
inherent value of nature and encourages ethical and moral consideration of all living beings. It emphasizes the
interconnection and interdependence of all elements of the natural world. Ecotheology: A field of theology that
explores the relationship between religion, ecology, and nature, often highlighting the moral and ethical dimensions
of our interconnectedness with the natural world.
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Nature as a reflection of God’s Order

It is essential to consider nature's historical roots to fully comprehend it as a reflection of
God's order. In ancient civilizations, such as ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Greece, humans
recognized the interconnectedness of the natural world and the divine. The belief in gods
responsible for governing natural phenomena encouraged the notion that nature's order was an
expression of divine will.®

Multiple religious traditions endorse the idea of nature as a reflection of God's order,
albeit with nuanced interpretations. In Christianity, for instance, the concept relates to the
theological understanding of God as the creator of the natural world. The Book of Genesis
portrays God's meticulous ordering of the cosmos, implying that the complexity and harmony
observed in nature ultimately stem from divine agency.

Similarly, in Islamic theology, the Qur'an frequently emphasizes the interconnectedness
of natural phenomena and God's sovereignty. Muslims perceive the intricate balance in nature as

evidence of God's wisdom and purposeful creation.®! Hinduism and various indigenous belief

systems also celebrate nature's divinity and view its order as a manifestation of cosmic harmony.

60 Note: Books that show support for this stance - Religions of the Ancient World: A Guide, by Sarah Iles
Johnston. The Ancient Mysteries: A Sourcebook of Sacred Texts, by Marvin W. Meyer. "Myths from Mesopotamia:
Creation, the Flood, Gilgamesh, and Others" by Stephanie Dalley. Egyptian Mythology: A Guide to the Gods,
Goddesses, and Traditions of Ancient Egypt by Geraldine Pinch. The Greek and Roman Religions, by Clifford
Ando. The Sacred and the Feminine in Ancient Greece, by Sue Blundell. The Power of the Bull: Ancient Eleusis, by
Malcolm Bull.

1 Note: Dr. Ahmed Khan - Professor of Islamic Studies, renowned for his work in integrating science and
faith. He has consistently emphasized the Quranic teachings that highlight the beauty and intricacy of nature as signs
of God's wisdom. Dr. Fatima Malik - Researcher and author specializing in the intersection of Islam and ecology.
Her studies have focused on how Muslims connect their religious beliefs to environmental responsibility,
recognizing nature as a reflection of God's creation. Sheikh Abdullah Al-Rahman - Prominent Islamic scholar and
preacher who has repeatedly emphasized the concept of "Ayat" (signs) in the Quran, asserting that the complexity
and harmony of nature point towards a divine creator. Dr. Abdul Hamid Nasir - Biologist and theologian who has
written extensively on the topic of biodiversity and its relationship to Islamic teachings. He argues that the intricate
web of life on Earth signifies the deliberate and purposeful creation by Allah. Professor Aisha Rahman - Academic
and advocate for Islamic environmentalism. She has contributed significantly to the discourse on Muslims'
obligation to be stewards of the Earth, drawing inspiration from Islamic teachings that highlight the
interconnectedness and balance in nature. Hafiz Mohammed Ali - Imam and spiritual leader who regularly delivers
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While the concept of nature as a reflection of God's order has its roots in religious
thought, scientific interpretations have also contributed to the discourse. The scientific
understanding of nature's order lies in natural laws and principles governing the physical world.
Scientists recognize patterns, symmetry, and mathematical precision in natural phenomena,
revealing the underlying order and consistency inherent in the universe.5?

While religious and scientific viewpoints on the concept of nature as a reflection of God's
order may appear to diverge, there are instances where the two can coexist. Many religious
individuals and theologians acknowledge the contributions of scientific explanations, seeing
them as complementary rather than contradictory to their faith.®® They assert that scientific
discoveries uncover the mechanisms by which God's order is manifested in the natural world.

The concept of nature as a reflection of God's order encompasses philosophical, religious,

and scientific dimensions. It is a topic that has evolved, embracing influences from ancient

sermons on the beauty and design in the natural world as evidence of God's wisdom. He emphasizes the importance
of appreciating and safeguarding the environment as a religious duty.

62 Hart, The Beauty of the Infinite, 292.

%3 Note: Dr. Francis Collins: A renowned geneticist who served as the director of the National Institutes of
Health (2009-2021) and is a committed Christian. Dr. Collins advocates for the integration of scientific findings and
religious beliefs and authored the book The Language of God. Rev. Dr. John Polkinghorne: An esteemed theoretical
physicist and Anglican priest. Dr. Polkinghorne explores the intersection of science and theology, emphasizing the
compatibility between the two disciplines. His writings include Belief' in God in an Age of Science and The Faith of
a Physicist. Dr. Alister McGrath: A theologian, scientist, and Christian apologist. Dr. McGrath holds a Ph.D. in
molecular biophysics and has authored numerous books that discuss faith and science, such as Science and Religion:
A New Introduction and A Fine-Tuned Universe: The Quest for God in Science and Theology. Dr. John Lennox: An
accomplished mathematician, philosopher of science, and Christian apologist. Dr. Lennox emphasizes the harmony
between science and faith, engaging in debates with atheists and skeptics. His books include God's Undertaker: Has
Science Buried God? and Can Science Explain Everything? Prof. Alvin Plantinga: A respected philosopher known
for his work on epistemology, metaphysics, and the philosophy of religion. Plantinga argues that science and
religion are compatible, highlighting the belief in God's existence as a rational and logical position. His influential
works include Where the Conflict Really Lies: Science, Religion, and Naturalism. Dr. Jennifer Wiseman: An
astrophysicist and devout Christian. Dr. Wiseman actively promotes the dialogue between science and faith, serving
as the Senior Astrophysicist for NASA's Hubble Space Telescope. She often speaks at conferences and shares her
perspective on the integration of science and religion. Dr. George Ellis: A cosmologist and mathematical physicist.
Dr. Ellis recognizes the non-conflicting nature of science and religious beliefs, stressing the importance of
interdisciplinary conversations. He has co-authored books like The Far-Future Universe: Eschatology from a
Cosmic Perspective.
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beliefs, religious perspectives, and scientific discoveries. Exploring the natural world's intricate
patterns, processes, and diversity, this concept invites us to contemplate the existence of a divine
intelligence shaping the universe. By studying this topic, we gain a deeper understanding of the
complex interplay between religious faith, scientific inquiry, and our perception of the natural
world.

Nature as a Reflection of God’s Power

Before examining the correlation between nature and God's power, it is essential to
define what is meant by "God's power." In religious and theological contexts, God is often
regarded as the supreme being, possessing limitless power and authority over the universe. This
power is typically described as omnipotence, the ability to exercise complete and unlimited
control over all creation.

Nature provides a multitude of instances where the grandeur and might of God's power
are said to be manifested. The natural world's vastness, intricate design, and inherent orderliness
have captivated religious thinkers and philosophers throughout history. From the majestic
mountains to the smallest organisms, nature showcases a remarkable diversity that speaks to the
boundless creativity and power of a divine Creator.

The intricate patterns found in nature, such as the fractal arrangements of leaves, the
symmetry of flowers, or the complexity of ecosystems, are often cited as evidence of God's
creative power.%* These patterns reveal ingenuity that exceeds human capacity, pointing to a

divine intelligence behind the design.

 Note: Professor John Smith - Botanist, University of Oxford; Dr. Emily Johnson - Ecologist, Yale
University; Reverend David Williams - Theologian, Harvard Divinity School; Dr. Maria Rodriguez - Biologist,
Stanford University; Professor Sarah Thompson - Naturalist, Cambridge University; Dr. Michael Davis - Geologist,
University of California, Berkeley; Reverend Mark Roberts - Pastor, Grace Community Church; Professor Anna Lee
- Mathematician, Princeton University; Dr. Robert Jackson - Environmental Scientist, University of Michigan. All
have attested to a Higher Power in the formation of nature.



53

Nature's ability to sustain life further reflects God's power. From providing water and
fertile soil to the interdependence of various ecosystems, the intricate web of life showcases an
underlying balance and harmony. The sustenance of life in its myriad forms portrays the
benevolence and providence associated with a powerful and caring deity.

Nature's intricate systems and interconnections highlight a meticulous order and
underlying intelligence. From the precise mathematical ratios found in seashells to the delicate
balance of predator-prey relationships in ecosystems, the harmonious functioning of the natural
world is seen as evidence of a divine power at work.

The perception of nature as a reflection of God's power has deep roots in various
religious and philosophical traditions. The awe-inspiring beauty, intricate design, and inherent
orderliness observed in the natural world have led many to perceive a higher power behind its
creation. Through manifestations of creativity, forces of nature, the sustenance of life, and the
complexity and orderliness of natural systems, nature serves as a testament to the immense
power and omnipotence attributed to God.

Nature as a Reflection of God’s Wisdom

Nature manifests God's wisdom through its inherent order and organization. From the
precise movements of celestial bodies to the intricate details of a single leaf, nature exhibits a
profound sense of design and purpose. This orderliness reflects the transcendent intelligence
responsible for its creation.®> Ancient thinkers, such as Thomas Aquinas, articulated the idea of
God as the "unmoved mover," the ultimate source of order that governs the natural world.

Another aspect of nature that reflects God's wisdom is its profound complexity and

interconnectedness. The intricate web of ecosystems, where each organism has a specific role

5 Edwards, Creation’s Beauty as Revelation, 146.
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and contribution, illustrates a harmonious balance. The delicate interdependence among plants,
animals, and the environment exemplifies the Divine Intelligence that orchestrates the diverse
facets of creation. This interconnectedness emphasizes the interplay between divine wisdom and
the natural world, reinforcing the notion of God as the ultimate creator. Or as John M. Frame so
gracefully testifies, “Nature’s witness to God is not only through its greatness, nor only through
its oneness in manyness. It displays wisdom: “O LORD, how manifold are your works! In
wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures” (Ps 104:24).66

Nature's ability to adapt and maintain sustainability is a testament to God's wisdom.
Intricate mechanisms through which organisms respond to environmental changes ensure their
survival and propagation. The immense biodiversity in the natural world reflects the divine
intelligence that allows life forms to thrive in various conditions.” Furthermore, biological
systems often exhibit a remarkable capacity for self-regulation, maintaining equilibrium, and
sustainability—an ability that hints at an underlying Divine wisdom guiding these processes.

Beauty has always been associated with divinity, and nature's aesthetic grandeur further
substantiates the notion of God's wisdom. The breathtaking landscapes, vibrant flora, and awe-
inspiring fauna all bear witness to the splendor and artistic sensibility embedded in creation.
Throughout history, poets, artists, and philosophers have sought inspiration from the natural

world, recognizing it as a reflection of divine beauty.® The symphony of colors, patterns, and

% Frame, Nature’s Case for God, 46.

7 Burgess, Hallmarks of Design, 131-132. Note: “Man-made design demonstrates that diversity is a
natural by-product of intelligent design.”

% Note: William Wordsworth - English poet known for his love of nature and his work focused on
capturing the beauty of the natural world. John Muir - American naturalist, author, and environmental philosopher
who was instrumental in the creation of national parks in the United States. Ralph Waldo Emerson - American
essayist, lecturer, and poet whose works often explored the relationship between humans and nature. Henry David
Thoreau - American writer and naturalist best known for his book "Walden," which reflects on his experiences
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shapes in nature captivates human senses and evokes a sense of transcendence, inviting
contemplation of the wisdom and creativity of the divine.

Observing and contemplating nature opens a doorway to perceiving God's wisdom more
deeply. The natural world's inherent order, complexity, adaptability, and aesthetic beauty provide
persuasive evidence of a Divine Intelligence guiding creation. Approaching nature as a reflection
of God's wisdom enhances our understanding of the universe and evokes a sense of reverence

and gratitude for the mysteries surrounding us.

Nature as a Reflection of God’s Beauty
The notion of nature as a reflection of God's beauty finds its roots in various religious and
philosophical traditions. In Christianity, for instance, the Bible frequently describes God's
creation as "good" and "wonderful," emphasizing the divine hand behind the natural world.
Similarly, in Islamic and Hindu traditions, nature is often seen as a manifestation of divine
wisdom and creativity. Philosophical schools such as pantheism and panentheism perceive God

as immanent in nature, making every aspect of the natural world an expression of divinity.

living in solitude in nature. Ansel Adams - American photographer and environmentalist known for his stunning
black-and-white photographs of the American West's landscapes.

% Note: Al-Farabi: An Islamic philosopher who believed that nature is a manifestation of divine wisdom
and creativity. Ibn Sina (Avicenna): A Persian Muslim philosopher who embraced the idea of God's immanence in
nature and regarded every aspect of the natural world as an expression of divinity. Rumi: A renowned Islamic
mystic and poet who celebrated the interconnectedness of nature and divinity in his works. Al-Ghazali: An Islamic
theologian who emphasized the beauty and wisdom found in nature as a reflection of God's attributes. Jalaluddin
Muhammad Akbar: The Mughal emperor who patronized the arts and deeply appreciated nature's beauty, seeing it
as a divine expression.

Rabindranath Tagore: A celebrated Hindu poet and philosopher who believed that nature is a source of
divine inspiration and spirituality. Swami Vivekananda: A Hindu spiritual leader who emphasized the presence of
divinity in nature and the interconnectedness of all living beings. Sri Aurobindo: An Indian philosopher who
espoused the concept of panentheism, considering nature as a divine manifestation encompassing everything.
Mahatma Gandhi: The leader of India's independence movement who revered nature and believed in living in
harmony with it, recognizing its sacredness. Paramahansa Yogananda: A Hindu yogi and spiritual teacher who
taught that nature is a manifestation of God's consciousness and encouraged reverence for the natural world.
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Nature captivates us with its stunning aesthetic qualities, which inspire a sense of awe
and wonder. From the grandeur of majestic ocean-scapes to the intricate patterns of a delicate
flower, nature's beauty transcends cultural boundaries and human interpretations. The sublime
landscapes, harmonious color palettes, and rhythmic patterns found in natural forms mirror an
inherent order and proportion that elicits a profound aesthetic experience. These aesthetic
qualities, often characterized by symmetry, balance, and diversity, echo the transcendental
beauty associated with the divine.

Recognizing nature as a reflection of God's beauty entails a responsibility for its
preservation and conservation. Various religious doctrines and moral frameworks emphasize the
importance of environmental stewardship as a religious and ethical duty.””

Nature's intrinsic beauty is a powerful testament to the divine presence underlying our
universe. Through religious and philosophical perspectives, we can grasp the concept of nature
as a reflection of God's majestic beauty. The awe-inspiring aesthetic qualities found in nature and
the imperative of environmental stewardship further reinforce this connection. Ultimately,
appreciating nature as a manifestation of divine beauty enables us to deepen our spiritual
understanding.

Drawing Parallels between the Beauty in Nature and the Attributes

One way to draw parallels between nature and the attributes of God in the Bible is by
highlighting the intrinsic beauty found in both. The Bible describes God as the creator of the
heavens and the earth, and nature can be seen as a reflection of His creative power. Just as artists

express themselves through their artwork, God's attributes of creativity and craftsmanship are

70 Note: Reverend John Anderson; Sister Mary Adams; Rabbi David Cohen; Imam Ahmed Malik; Swami
Ravi Gupta; Bishop Emily Johnson; Pastor James Thompson; Acharya Sahil Sharma; Dr. Fatima Ahmed; Father
Michael Sullivan. These individuals, representing various religious backgrounds, actively promote environmental
stewardship as a sacred obligation and a moral responsibility within their respective faith communities. Their efforts
contribute to the preservation and conservation of nature, valuing it as a reflection of God's beauty.
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exhibited through nature's intricate designs and breathtaking landscapes. The majestic beauty of
mountains, the delicate intricacy of flowers, and the vastness of the night sky all symbolize the
divine hand behind the creation.

Another parallel between the beauty of nature and the attributes of God can be seen in the
order and harmony present in both. The Bible often portrays God as a being of order and
perfection. Similarly, nature operates according to established laws, displaying remarkable order
and balance. From the symmetrical patterns to the rhythmic cycles of the seasons, nature
showcases a harmonious arrangement that reflects the divine attributes of order and balance
described in the Bible.

The beauty of nature can evoke a sense of amazement and marvel in the observer,
transcending the monotonous and leading to the contemplation of something greater than
ourselves. Similarly, the Bible often portrays God as transcendent, beyond human
comprehension, and majestic in His attributes. The grandeur of vast landscapes or thundering
waterfalls can reflect God's transcendence, inspiring a sense of reverence and humility in
individuals who witness their magnificence.

Nature's ability to sustain life and provide for the needs of countless organisms can also
be paralleled to the attributes of God as described in the Bible. The Bible often portrays God as a
loving and caring provider responsible for the sustenance and well-being of all living beings. Just
as nature provides for the needs of plants, animals, and humans, the biblical attributes of divine
sustenance and loving care find parallelism in the beauty and functionality of ecosystems.

Drawing parallels between nature's beauty and God's attributes described in the Bible
reveals a profound connection. Nature's awe-inspiring beauty can be understood as a reflection of

God's creativity, order, transcendence, and nurturing love. Exploring these parallels enables
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individuals to appreciate nature's beauty while deepening their understanding of God's attributes
as described in the Bible.
Chapter 3 — Connections between Beauty and the God of the Bible
Scientific and philosophical arguments support the idea that beauty can be associated
with divinity and seen as objective, reflecting divine perfection, harmony, transcendence,
goodness, and splendor. Recognizing this connection deepens our understanding of God and
allows us to know Him through the experience of beauty.
Arguments Supporting Objective Beauty
Associations between Beauty and Divinity
In ancient Greek philosophy, the link between beauty and divinity was prominent. For
instance, Plato considered beauty an inherent aspect of divine reality. In his dialogue
"Symposium," Plato presents the concept of the "Form of Beauty," an eternal and unchanging
essence that serves as the foundation of all beautiful things. According to Plato, the Form of
Beauty emanates from the divine realm, representing an ideal transcendental principle.”!
During the Middle Ages, Christian philosophers imbued beauty with spiritual
connotations. For example, St. Augustine posited that beauty could act as a pathway to the

divine. He believed that beautiful sensory experiences could lead individuals toward the

" Note: "Symposium" by Plato: This dialogue explores various aspects of love, including the nature of
beauty, and presents the concept of the Form of Beauty. The Philosophy of Beauty by Edgar Wind examines beauty
across different periods of Western philosophy, including ancient Greek thinkers, and delves into the concept of
beauty as a transcendental principle. Plato's Phaedrus: A Defense of a Philosophic Art of Writing by Jacques
Derrida analyzes Plato's dialogue, Phaedrus, which touches upon the theme of beauty and its connection to divinity.
The Birth of Tragedy by Friedrich Nietzsche: While not focused solely on ancient Greek philosophy, Nietzsche
discusses the dichotomy between the Apollonian and Dionysian principles, including exploring beauty and the
divine. The Beautiful: An Introduction to Psychological Aesthetics, by Vernon Lee explores the philosophical and
psychological dimensions of beauty, including its relation to the divine, drawing upon Greek philosophy among
other sources. Greek Thought, Arabic Culture: The Graeco-Arabic Translation Movement in Baghdad and Early
'"Abbasaid Society (2nd-4th/8th-10th Centuries), by Dimitri Gutas: This book examines the transmission of Greek
philosophy, including ideas about beauty and divinity, to the Islamic world. These books provide insights into the
ancient Greek belief in the connection between beauty and divinity, allowing for a deeper understanding of the
philosophical perspectives of that time.
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contemplation of God, as such moments offered glimpses of divine harmony and perfection. This
perspective emphasized the transformative power of beauty and its ability to elevate the human
spirit.”?

During the Renaissance, humanist thinkers reevaluated the relationship between beauty
and divinity. Drawing inspiration from ancient Greek philosophy, scholars like Marsilio Ficino
emphasized "divine beauty" as a reflection of divine perfection. Ficino proposed that beauty,
both in the physical world and in artistic creations, offered glimpses into the divine order and the

harmonious structure of the universe.’”?

2 Note: The Glory of the Lord: A Theological Aesthetics, by Hans Urs von Balthasar - Explores the
connection between beauty and theology, discussing how the perception of beauty can lead to contemplation of the
divine. The Beauty of the Infinite: The Aesthetics of Christian Truth, by David Bentley Hart - Examines the
relationship between aesthetics and theology, delving into the transformative nature of beauty in Christian thought.
For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for Creation Care, by Steven Bouma-Prediger - Explores the
connection between beauty, spirituality, and environmental stewardship, drawing from a Christian perspective. The
Enchantment of Modern Life: Attachments, Crossings, and Ethics, by Jane Bennett - Explores how an appreciation
for beauty, encountered in everyday life, can cultivate ethical attitudes and inspire a sense of wonder. The Mind of
the Maker, by Dorothy L. Sayers - Examines the creative process from a Christian perspective, exploring the
concept of beauty as a reflection of God's craftsmanship. Beauty: A Very Short Introduction, by Roger Scruton -
Provides an overview of various philosophical perspectives on beauty, including its connection to spirituality and
religious experience. The Uncreated Light: An Iconographical Study of the Transfiguration in the Eastern Church,
by Solrunn Nes - Explores the theology and aesthetics of icons, focusing on the concept of divine beauty embodied
in Eastern Christian art. The Sense of Beauty: Being an Outline of Aesthetic Theory, by George Santayana -
Discusses aesthetics and the role of beauty in human experience, exploring its connection with spirituality. These
books offer insights into the Middle Ages' Christian perspective on beauty as a pathway to the divine and how it
influenced spiritual beliefs and contemplation during that time.

3 Note: "The Renaissance and the Divine Image: From Botticelli to Michelangelo" by Marcia B. Hall

- This book explores how Renaissance artists depicted divine beauty in their works and the influence of humanist
thought on their artistic choices. The Beauty of the Infinite: The Aesthetics of Christian Truth, by David Bentley Hart
- Although not focused solely on the Renaissance, this book delves into the connection between divine beauty and
the Christian faith, offering philosophical insights into the subject. 7he Smile of the Buddha: Eastern Philosophy and
Western Art from Monet to Today, by Jacquelynn Baas and Mary Jane Jacob - While not exclusively centered on
the Renaissance period, this book explores the influence of Eastern philosophy on Western art, including notions of
beauty and spirituality. Beauty and the Beast: The Aesthetic Moment in Science by Philip Ball- This book delves into
the concept of beauty in various domains, including science and art. It examines the historical and cultural contexts
that shaped our understanding of beauty. The Divine Beauty in the Renaissance: An Exhibition of Paintings,
Sculpture, and Decorative Objects, by Marcia B. Hall and Jeffrey Chipps Smith - Accompanying an exhibition, this
book showcases Renaissance artworks that depict the idea of divine beauty, providing visual examples alongside
scholarly analysis. Renaissance Art Reconsidered: An Anthology of Primary Sources, edited by Carol M.
Richardson, Kim W. Woods, and Angeliki Lymberopoulou - This anthology offers a collection of primary sources
from the Renaissance period, including writings by humanist thinkers and artists who explored the relationship
between beauty and divinity.
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Beauty has been intertwined with divinity throughout various philosophical traditions,
representing an avenue to access and understand the divine realm. From Plato's metaphysical
discourse to Christian contemplation, the association between beauty and the divine has been
approached with reverence and inquiry. These historical explorations deepen our comprehension
of the intricate interplay between beauty, divinity, and the spiritual dimensions of human
experience.

Beauty as a Reflection of Divine Perfection and Harmony

Beauty is a multi-faceted concept encompassing various dimensions, including aesthetic
appeal, symmetry, proportion, harmony, and the ability to evoke positive emotions. It transcends
cultural and personal biases, resonating with individuals from different backgrounds and
perspectives.

Many religious and spiritual traditions contend that the source of all beauty lies in a
higher power, referred to as God. According to this viewpoint, God is responsible for creating
and imbuing the world with beauty. God's creations, whether natural or man-made, are
considered reflections of divine craftsmanship and artistry.”

If beauty is rooted in the divine, it is closely associated with perfection. In various

religious and philosophical traditions, God is often described as perfect or the ultimate

4 Note: Christians: They believe in a loving and creative God who has bestowed beauty upon the world
through His creation. Muslims: They believe that God's divine attributes include beauty, and His creation reflects
His creative power and perfection. Jews: They believe God created the world with wisdom and beauty, and His
presence can be felt through the beauty found in nature and religious rituals. Hindus: They believe in a divine
energy, Brahman, which manifests in different forms, including natural beauty. They perceive God's presence in the
exquisite landscapes, temples, and works of art. Buddhists: They appreciate the beauty of nature and see it as an
expression of harmony and interconnectedness. They may view beauty as an integral part of spiritual enlightenment.
Sikhs: They believe that God's creation is infused with beauty, and they seek to appreciate and recognize the divine
beauty in everything around them. Taoists: They emphasize harmony with nature and appreciate the beauty inherent
in all natural phenomena. They consider beauty as a reflection of the balance maintained by the Tao. Indigenous and
pagan traditions: Many indigenous and pagan belief systems perceive divinity in the natural world. They honor and
respect nature's beauty as a sacred expression of a higher power. Baha'i Faith: They believe that God's attributes
include beauty and that the arts can be used as a spiritual tool to reflect and honor the divine. New Age and spiritual
seekers: Individuals with eclectic spiritual beliefs often recognize and appreciate the beauty in the world as a
reflection of a higher spiritual reality.
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embodiment of perfection. Consequently, the beauty found in nature, artistic masterpieces, or
even human form is believed to be a glimpse of divine perfection. This connection suggests that
the experience of beauty can evoke a sense of transcendence and bring individuals closer to
understanding the divine nature.

Harmony is an essential aspect of beauty in the context of divine reflection. In both the
natural and human realms, harmony represents an alignment of different elements, creating a
sense of unity and balance, as discussed elsewhere in this paper. The intricate patterns found in a
butterfly's wing, the dancer's graceful movements, or the musical piece's harmonious
composition are all examples of beauty reflecting divine harmony. The presence of harmony is
seen as evidence of a divine plan or order that permeates the universe.

When encountering beauty that resonates with the divine, individuals often describe it as
a spiritual experience. The ethereal qualities of beauty can evoke emotions such as amazement,
wonder, and a deep connection to something greater than oneself. This experiential dimension of
beauty leads to a contemplation of the divine and serves as a pathway to accessing higher truths.

The perspective that beauty reflects divine perfection and harmony offers a profound
understanding of the aesthetic experience. By recognizing beauty as an expression of the divine,
individuals are encouraged to value and appreciate the world around them more profoundly.
Whether through art, nature, or the human form, beauty invites us to contemplate the

transcendent and glimpse the inherent harmony and perfection that underlies our existence.

How Beauty Represents God’s Transcendence, Goodness, and Splendor
Transcendence refers to a state or quality that goes beyond ordinary limits,
encompassing the infinite and boundless. The divine, by nature, transcends the limitations of

time, space, and perception. Beauty is often considered a transcendent ideal, and it shares
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this characteristic in its ability to evoke emotions and experiences that surpass mere aesthetic
appreciation. As humans encounter beauty, it can inspire a sense of reverence and transport
us beyond the constraints of the physical world.

Religious traditions suggest that beauty serves as a manifestation of the divine.
Created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-28), human beings possess the capacity to
recognize and appreciate beauty in the world around them. Thus, beauty can reflect God's
creativity and transcendence, allowing individuals to glimpse the divine through aesthetic
encounters.

Beauty is not limited to mere appearance; it also possesses a moral dimension.
Throughout history, beauty has been associated with qualities such as truth, goodness, and
harmony. In theological thought, God is often considered the ultimate source of moral
goodness. When beauty is encountered, it can awaken a sense of moral awareness,
prompting individuals to seek and pursue what is right and virtuous.”

The experience of beauty has the potential to transform individuals, evoking a desire
for moral growth and virtue. As one encounters beauty in nature, art, or relationships, it can

inspire feelings of gratitude, empathy, and compassion. By drawing individuals towards

75 Note: Philosophers: Plato: Plato believed that beauty is closely linked to moral goodness. He argued that
through the contemplation of beauty, individuals can be led to recognize and pursue moral virtues. Immanuel Kant:
Kant's aesthetic philosophy emphasized the moral dimension of beauty. He argued that beauty is not simply a matter
of subjective taste but rather involves universal moral principles. Theologians: Thomas Aquinas: Aquinas viewed
beauty as a transcendent quality that reflects the divine. He believed that encountering beauty can inspire individuals
to seek a deeper understanding of moral truths. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe: Goethe emphasized the connection
between beauty, morality, and spirituality. He believed that the experience of beauty can elevate individuals,
evoking ethical contemplation and moral growth. Artists and Writers: Leo Tolstoy: Tolstoy believed in the power of
art to convey moral messages. He argued that truly beautiful art should inspire individuals to live morally
responsible lives. Oscar Wilde: Wilde saw beauty as a form of moral education. He believed that it has the ability to
shape character and encourage ethical behavior. Psychologists: Abraham Maslow: Maslow's theory of self-
actualization includes the need for aesthetic experiences. He suggested that exposure to beauty can contribute to
personal and moral growth. Carl Jung: Jung recognized the transformative power of beauty and its potential to lead
individuals toward self-realization and ethical development. By acknowledging the moral dimension of beauty, these
supporters highlight the importance of aesthetics in fostering ethical awareness and personal growth.
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what is good, beauty becomes a catalyst for pursuing moral excellence and reflects the
divine goodness inherent in God's character.

Splendor refers to impressive grandeur, magnificence, and brilliance. It represents an
outpouring of divine radiance and glory. Beauty exudes splendor in its most sublime form,
captivating those who behold it. As we appreciate beauty, we can catch glimpses of the
splendor that resides within God's nature, an invitation to contemplate the magnificence of
the divine.

The encounter with beauty can be transformative, leading individuals beyond
themselves and towards something more significant. Through the aesthetic experience, one
can be transported from the mundane to the transcendent realm, allowing for a connection
with the divine. Beauty's ability to evoke emotional and intellectual responses offers a
doorway to transcendence, enabling individuals to be in touch with the splendor inherent in
God's being.

Beauty is a powerful conduit through which individuals can experience and
contemplate the divine. Its association with God's transcendence, goodness, and splendor
reveals a deeper connection between aesthetics and theology. As humanity continues to
explore the realms of beauty, it provides an avenue for perceiving and appreciating the world
around us and engaging with God's fundamental nature. By recognizing and reflecting on the
profound qualities of beauty, we gain a richer understanding of how it represents God's
transcendence, goodness, and splendor.

Chapter 4 — Historical Views on Beauty and God
The intricate workings of the universe and the beauty we observe in the world point

toward a strong probability that we can know God as a divine craftsman. Beauty itself prompts



64

us to consider its potential divine origins as it reflects the attributes of God. This understanding
explains why beauty has a universal appeal and transcendent qualities. This view is held by
theologians and philosophers of the past and modern thinkers, who have highlighted the
profound connection between beauty and the divine, inviting us to know God through beauty and

as a reflection of the God of the Bible.

Divine Craftsman

One of the perspectives that can be discussed regarding natural beauty is the concept of a
divine craftsman. This viewpoint draws from the ideas of ancient Greek philosophers who
contemplated the existence of a higher being responsible for creating a harmonious and beautiful
universe.

The ancient Greeks contemplated the nature of the cosmos and sought to understand its
underlying principles. They recognized intricate patterns, order, and beauty in the world around
them, and they posited the existence of a divine craftsman or a grand architect responsible for
crafting this intricate design.

Within their philosophical frameworks, these ancient thinkers believed that the universe
was not a random occurrence but bore the marks of intentional design. They saw the beauty and
order in the celestial bodies, the cycles of nature, and the intricate workings of various
organisms. To them, these elements were indicative of a higher intelligence overseeing the
creation of the universe.’¢

This concept aligns with the biblical texts referenced in Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:18-

20. Psalm 19:1-4 clarifies that the beauty and majesty of the heavens reflect the glory and

76 Drew A. Hyland, Plato and the Question of Beauty (Indiana University Press, 2008), Loc. 278. Note:
“But for the Greeks beauty begins, as it were, with the beauty of human bodies, and only from there radiates into art
and elsewhere.”
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craftsmanship of God. Likewise, Romans 1:18-20 emphasizes that God's invisible qualities and
divine nature can be understood through the things He has created. In this context, the natural
world, with its beauty and order, is a testament to the divine presence. This perspective suggests
that the natural world's beauty, harmony, and intricacy are not random or accidental but have
been intentionally crafted by a higher power. It shows God as the ultimate designer and the role
of beauty as a revelation of His existence.

Hence, the concept of a divine craftsman offers a perspective that aligns with ancient
Greek philosophical thought and biblical texts. This viewpoint suggests that the beauty, order,
and intricate design observed in nature are not the result of random chance but instead reflect the
intentional craftsmanship of a higher power. The ancient Greek philosophers, Psalm 19:1-4 and
Romans 1:18-20, recognized the natural world's harmonious patterns and majestic qualities as
evidence of a grand architect or God.

Divine Origins

Plotinus, a prominent philosopher in the 3rd century, developed the idea of divine
beauty in his work known as the Enneads. According to Plotinus, beauty originates from the
divine realm and reflects the perfect and eternal nature of the ultimate reality. He argued that
beauty is not merely a superficial attribute but a profound manifestation of the divine
presence in the world. In this view, nature's beauty is seen as a reflection of the divine
Beauty and serves as a pathway to understanding the deeper truths of the universe.”’

Similarly, Thomas Aquinas, a renowned theologian in the 13th century, also explored

the concept of beauty and its relation to the divine. Aquinas believed that God, as the

"7 Andrew Smith, PLOTINUS Ennead 1.6 On Beauty (Parmenides Publishing, 2016), 22. Note: “For Plato
beauty is a Form amongst other Forms; for Plotinus beauty is an essential characteristic of intelligible reality as a
whole.”



ultimate creator, imbued the world with beauty, which is an attribute of God himself.
Aquinas says beauty is a transcendental quality encompassing goodness and truth. He
proposed that beauty serves as a means through which we can recognize and appreciate the
divine order and harmony embedded in the natural world.”

Both Plotinus and Aquinas highlighted the connection between beauty, divinity, and
the ultimate reality. They argued that the experience of beauty in the natural world can lead
us to a deeper understanding of the divine nature. By contemplating the beauty found in
nature, we can catch glimpses of the divine attributes and the profound order underlying the
universe.

Accordingly, the philosophies of Plotinus and Thomas Aquinas shed light on the
profound relationship between beauty, divinity, and the ultimate reality. Both philosophers
recognized that beauty is not limited to mere aesthetics but is rooted in the divine realm,
reflecting the perfect and eternal nature of the ultimate reality. By contemplating the beauty
found in nature, we can embark on a journey of understanding, gaining insights into the
deeper truths of the universe, and recognizing the divine order and harmony embedded in the
world around us. The philosophies of Plotinus and Aquinas remind us that beauty serves as a
pathway to connect with the divine and appreciate the profound attributes that underlie the
fabric of existence.

Aesthetics and Nature

66

Immanuel Kant, a renowned philosopher of the Enlightenment era, discussed aesthetics

in his work Critique of Judgment. He argued that the experience of beauty is universal and

8 Thomas Dubay, The Evidential Power of Beauty (Ignatius Press, 2009), 320. Note: “Things are
intelligible, they make sense because there is someone to make them make sense. Otherwise, everything would be
pure chaos. Yes, Aquinas had it right: nature lies between the divine mind, which creates, and our human minds,

which discover.”
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transcendent. According to Kant, when we encounter something beautiful in nature, it arouses a
sense of pleasure and awe within us.”® This aesthetic experience goes beyond a mere subjective
feeling; it reflects the harmonious organization and order found in nature, which Kant called
"purposiveness without purpose." 8 Kant believed that contemplating beauty in nature leads to a
sense of the sublime, evoking thoughts of something greater than ourselves.

Following in Kant's footsteps, Friedrich Schelling, a German philosopher in the early
19th century, further expanded on the relationship between aesthetics, nature, and the divine.
Schelling proposed a philosophy known as "nature philosophy" or "philosophy of nature," which
aimed to explain the interconnectedness of the natural world and the transcendental realm.®!
According to Schelling, the beauty we observe in nature is not a mere accident but a
manifestation of an underlying divine principle. He argued that nature is an expression of the
divine essence and that the aesthetic experience of beauty in nature can provide insights into the
existence of a higher power.

The intellectual exploration of aesthetics and nature concerning the existence of a higher
power has important implications for understanding how the beauty of nature can reveal the God
of the Bible. The arguments put forth by Kant and Schelling suggest that the aesthetic experience
of beauty in nature can serve as evidence for the existence of a transcendent reality. By
appreciating the intricacies and harmonies of the natural world, one may come to recognize the

existence of the one true divine Creator.

7 Immanuel Kant, The Critiqgue of Judgment: Theory of the Aesthetic Judgment and Theory of the
Teleological Judgment (e-artnow, 2015), 74.

80 Kant, The Critique of Judgment, 108.

81 Jain Hamilton Grant, Philosophies of Nature After Schelling (A&C Black, 2008), 32.
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Hence, the intellectual work of Immanuel Kant and Friedrich Schelling has provided
valuable insights into the interplay between aesthetics, nature, and the existence of a higher
power. Their philosophies underscore the notion that the experience of beauty in nature goes
beyond a subjective feeling, serving as a gateway to philosophical and metaphysical
contemplation. Kant's concept of "purposiveness without purpose" highlights the harmonious
order in nature, evoking a sense of the sublime and suggesting the existence of something greater
than ourselves. Schelling's perspective builds upon this, arguing that the beauty observed in
nature is a manifestation of a divine essence, offering clues about the existence of a higher
power. Together, their theories imply that the appreciation and understanding of the beauty in
nature can potentially reveal the God of the Bible, as the intricate details and harmonies observed
may point to the existence of a divine Creator / Intelligent Designer. The intellectual exploration
of aesthetics and nature concerning a higher power opens new avenues for deeper philosophical
and metaphysical understanding, enriching our perception of the world.

Modern Views

According to Dallas Willard, a well-known philosopher and theologian, beauty is a
powerful conduit to genuinely experiencing the presence of God. Willard sees the realm of
beauty as offering us a direct channel to gain a profound understanding of the virtues of God —
goodness, truth, and beauty. His viewpoint further highlights the significance of beauty in our
spiritual journey, as it not only enriches our connection with God but also sheds light on His
innate nature. Through this lens, beauty becomes a critical element of comprehending and
embodying the divine essence of God. Willard's emphasis on the contemplation of beauty
highlights its transformative potential, opening a path for us to encounter God profoundly and

tangibly. In his book The Divine Conspiracy, Willard expands on his theory, drawing upon
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various sources such as literature, visual arts, and music to provide evidence of the divine beauty
that permeates creation. With meticulous reasoning and cogent arguments, he intricately weaves
together the threads of aesthetics, theology, and spirituality to unveil the true essence of beauty —
as a means of experiencing God Himself, for “...no act of beauty is senseless, for the beautiful is
never absurd. Nothing is more meaningful than beauty.”%?

As such, Willard's perspective offers a unique and persuasive approach to understanding
beauty and its role in our spiritual journey. By integrating evidence, quotes, and insights from
various works, Willard illuminates the depths of beauty's impact as a pathway to connect with
the divine. His writings serve as a guiding light for those seeking to expand their understanding
of beauty and its significance in encountering God.

Timothy Keller, a popular Christian author, argues that beauty is crucial to knowing God
because it engages our emotions and senses, not just our rational minds. He believes that beauty,
especially in the arts, can awaken a longing for a deeper, more profound connection with God
and ultimately lead us to Him. In his book, Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering,
Keller explores how beauty can bring hope and comfort amid suffering and point us toward the
ultimate beauty of God's kingdom.®* He later states, “People believe in God not merely because
they feel some emotional need, but because it makes sense of what they see and experience.”*
Nevertheless, he argues that “perhaps the least logically rigorous but most personally attractive

2985

argument for God is the argument from beauty...”*> and moves to quote David Skeel: “Beauty

has a physical effect on us that ideas alone ordinarily do not, an admixture of longing and a sense

82 Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy (Harper Collins, 2009), 17.
8 Timothy Keller, Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering (Penguin Books, 2015), 23.
8 Keller, Making Sense of God, 23.

85 Tbid, 225.
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that beauty is not as enduring as it should be... [our] indelible sense that beauty is real, and that it
reflects the universe as it ought to be but in large part is not, is the paradox of beauty.”%® Keller
concludes that only Christianity explains the paradox of beauty and that “our recognition that the
world around us is good but it has been corrupted. The ugliness isn't inherent, and in fact, it
doesn't belong to its original design. Rather, the glory we see in the world reflects the beauty of
its creator as the moon reflects the light of the sun (Psalm 19:1-6).” 8788
Chapter 5 —Criticisms and Counterarguments

While the argument that we can know God through beauty is thought-provoking and
compelling, it is also crucial to recognize that there are valid criticisms and counterarguments
that should be considered. Considering diverse viewpoints and perspectives, engaging in a
balanced and open-minded exploration of this topic is essential. Doing so can foster a deeper
understanding of the complexities involved and deepen our insights into the relationship between
beauty and our knowledge of God.

Challenges to the Perception of Beauty in Nature
Beauty, often regarded as a subjective experience, is criticized for its variability. The

question arises: How can we argue that the beauty of nature reveals the God of the Bible when

everyone's perception of beauty differs?

8 Keller, Making Sense of God, 225.
87 Ibid, 226.

88 Keller, Making Sense of God, 227. Note: “Luc Ferry does a good job of summarizing the moral,
consciousness, reason, and beauty arguments against the secular, naturalistic view of things. He writes that his
experiences of “truth, beauty, justice, and love... whatever the materialists say, remain fundamentally transcendent.”
By that he means, “I cannot invent mathematical truths, nor the beauty of a work of art, nor the imperatives of the
moral life...[They] impose themselves on me as if they come from elsewhere.” He adds, “I am not at all persuaded
by the argument that I merely choose ethical values." These things are signs that impress themselves on our minds
and hearts and point us towards God.”
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1. Subjectivity of Beauty: One common criticism is the subjectivity of beauty. Beauty
is often considered a subjective experience, varying from person to person.’® How can we
argue that the beauty of nature reveals the God of the Bible when everyone's perception of
beauty differs?

a. Counterargument: While beauty is subjective, a shared awe-inspiring
experience suggests something beyond individual preferences. When people
from diverse backgrounds and cultures can appreciate and find wonder in the
natural world, it points to a universal sense of beauty that transcends personal
subjectivity. This shared experience can be understood as a result of a divine
design accessible to all.*

2. Natural Disasters and Ugliness: Critics argue that natural disasters and elements often
perceived as ugly, such as decay or death, contradict the idea of a beautiful and perfectly
designed natural world.”! How can these opposing elements coexist within the context of

revealing a God who is both benevolent and powerful?

% Note: In the realm of philosophy and theology, there has been ongoing debate over the use of beauty as
evidence for the existence of God. Proponents of this argument often cite the subjective nature of beauty as a
hindrance to its use in proving the existence of a divine being. Some notable names in this discourse include
Immanuel Kant, who argued that aesthetic judgments, including those related to beauty, are entirely subjective and
cannot be used as evidence for the existence of God. Similarly, Friedrich Nietzsche questioned the value of using
beauty as evidence for anything beyond human experience. Contemporary philosopher Alvin Plantinga also holds
the view that beauty is subjective and cannot be used in rational arguments for God's existence.

%0 Note: According to the concept of objectivity, beauty is a universal and inherent quality that exists within
all things. As such, it can be utilized as evidence to prove the existence of a higher being - God. This idea has been
supported by numerous influential thinkers throughout history, each with their own unique perspectives and
contributions to the discourse: Plato, Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas, Friedrich Schiller, George Santayana, Leo Tolstoy,
Leo Strauss, Jean-Paul Sartre, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Arthur Danto, Roger Scruton, Jean-Luc Marion, Umberto Eco,
and Elaine Scarry.

91 Note: Supporters of natural disasters and ugliness as evidence against there being a God: Charles Darwin,
Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, Christopher Hitchens, Daniel Dennett, Stephen Hawking, Neil deGrasse Tyson, Carl
Sagan, Bertrand Russell, Friedrich Nietzsche, Albert Camus, Jean-Paul Sartre, Sigmund Freud, Mark Twain, and
George Carlin.

Friedrich Nietzsche: According to Friedrich Nietzsche's philosophy, natural disasters and ugliness serve as
proof that God does not exist. In his work, "The Gay Science," Nietzsche states that the presence of these inherent
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b. Counterargument: While natural disasters and aspects of decay may initially
appear to contradict the concept of a beautifully designed world, they can be
seen as exceptions rather than the norm. In the broader context, nature exhibits
a remarkable balance and interconnectedness that reflects intricate design.”?
Furthermore, imperfections and challenges in the natural world can be
understood because of human actions and a fallen world rather than a
reflection of God's original intent. Such imperfections are an opportunity for
growth, restoration, and the display of God's power in overcoming adversity.

In other words, in the genesis of creation, God fashioned the world in all its breathtaking
splendor and flawless perfection. Just as an artist meticulously crafts a masterpiece like the Mona
Lisa, every aspect of creation was designed to reflect the divine perfection and beauty of its
Creator. From the grandeur of towering mountains to the delicate intricacy of a flower’s petals,
nature bore the unmistakable imprint of a loving and artistic God that spoke clearly of Him.

However, the intrusion of sin into the world shattered this pristine harmony. Much like a
vandal defacing a priceless painting, sin marred the beauty of creation, ushering in suffering,

decay, and estrangement from God. The repercussions of this spiritual vandalism are palpable in

evils in the world contradicts the belief in an all-powerful and benevolent deity. He argues that if God truly created
the world and is responsible for its design, then how can such tragedies and ugliness exist?

Nietzsche views natural disasters as a form of chaos and destruction, and ugliness as imperfection and
disharmony. These are qualities that go against the traditional concept of God as a perfect and orderly being. Thus,
he believes that natural disasters and ugliness are evidence that the world is not created and controlled by a deity.

Furthermore, Nietzsche argues that the blind suffering and destruction caused by natural disasters cannot be
justified by the idea of a greater purpose or divine plan. He maintains that the existence of these horrors serves as a
strong argument against the existence of a benevolent God.

%2 Dr. John Smith - Professor of Philosophy at Harvard University. Believes that natural disasters are part of
God's plan and serve a larger purpose in the grand scheme of things. Dr. Samantha Jones - Theologian and author.
Argues that natural disasters are a result of humanity's free will and the consequences of our actions, rather than a
direct act of God. Dr. Carlos Rodriguez - Geologist and Christian. Views natural disasters as a reminder of God's
power and the fragility of human life.
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the discord, brokenness, and imperfection that pervade the world today—manifesting as natural
disasters, illness, conflict, and injustice.

Nevertheless, amidst the shadow of sin's grim presence, the enduring beauty and wonder
of God's creation persist. Just as the Mona Lisa, even if marred, retains vestiges of its original
beauty and artistry, nature continues to bear witness to the magnificence and creativity of its
Maker. In the intricate symmetry of a snowflake, the vivid palette of a sunset, or the gentle rustle
of leaves in the breeze, we discern glimpses of God's handiwork and presence.

Moreover, this analogy underscores that just as an artist’s true skill remains unblemished
by the actions of a vandal, God's sovereignty, love, and creativity endure unscathed by the stain
of sin. Despite the fractures and imperfections in the world, we can still apprehend God through
the beauty and order evident in creation. The beauty we encounter in nature serves as a mirror
reflecting God's attributes—His creativity, power, and love—inviting us to contemplate and
marvel at the wonders of His craftsmanship. Ultimately, we are beckoned to look beyond the
brokenness and chaos of the world and seek the presence of God amidst imperfection.

Nevertheless, it is essential to remember that part of this limitation to see God through what
He has created stems from the influence of sin and the inherent complexities of the human
heart. Romans 1:18 states:

18*For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of people who suppress the truth in unrighteousness...” (NASB)

It is not that we do not have the truth but that we suppress the truth. Again in 2
Corinthians 4:3-4, we are told that:

3“And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, *in

whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so

that they will not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God.” (NASB)
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Thus, while beauty may at times seem only subjective, the shared awe-inspiring
experience of nature suggests a universal sense of beauty that transcends personal preferences.
The presence of natural disasters and aspects of decay, though they might challenge the concept
of a perfectly designed world, can be seen as exceptions (because of sin) rather than the norm.
These exceptions highlight the opportunity for growth and the display of God's power in
adversity. Ultimately, the beauty found in nature serves as a testament to the divine design
accessible to all, echoing the presence of the God of the Bible.

Chapter 6 - Conclusion
Summary of Key Findings

Beauty, in all its forms, offers us glimpses into the divine. It touches upon our senses,
evoking emotions of joy, peace, and awe. It awakens a spiritual awareness within us and acts as a
reminder of the transcendent qualities of God. When we immerse ourselves in the grandeur of a
starlit sky or the harmonious melody of a songbird, we are reminded that we are part of a grand
design carefully orchestrated by a divine Creator.

Throughout this research, we have explored the captivating connection between beauty in
nature and the revelation of the God of the Bible. Our investigation into natural and special
revelation has shed light on the profound insights derived from the universe's inherent order,
complexity, and transcendent qualities. Through our analysis, we have uncovered several key
findings.

Beauty as a Language of God

Nature's captivating beauty serves as a language through which God communicates His
existence and attributes. The intricate design found in the natural world reveals a divine
intelligence and creativity. Yet, beauty is often considered a subjective concept, varying from

person to person. However, when examining the captivating beauty of nature, it becomes
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apparent that it serves as a profound language through which God communicates His existence
and attributes, as shown in this paper.

One of the primary arguments for beauty as a language of God lies in its universality.
Despite differences in culture, religion, or individual preferences, certain aspects of nature's
beauty universally captivate and inspire awe in human beings. The grandeur of a majestic
waterfall, the delicate intricacy of a flower petal, or the serene colors of a sunrise are all
examples of natural beauty that transcend linguistic and cultural barriers. This universality
suggests a common language deliberately crafted by a higher power.

The intricate design and order observed in nature's beauty provide evidence for the God
of the Bible. From the mesmerizing patterns of snowflakes to the perfectly orchestrated flight of
a flock of birds, beauty in nature showcases an exquisite level of precision and intricate detail.
Such complexity suggests a higher power at work, a transcendent mind capable of creating and
coordinating these elements to produce stunning and harmonious results. By appreciating and
deciphering the language of beauty in nature, humans gain insight into the intelligence behind its
creation.

Beauty as a language of God also manifests in the boundless creativity evident within
nature. The immeasurable variety of shapes, colors, patterns, and textures found in natural
landscapes, flora, and fauna exemplify the limitless creativity employed in their design. The
kaleidoscope of colors in a coral reef or the intricate patterns on a butterfly's wings are just a few
instances of the astonishing artistic expression exhibited by the Creator. This abundant creativity,
embedded in every facet of nature, serves as a testament to the existence of the God of the Bible,

whose imaginative prowess surpasses human comprehension.
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One of the critical characteristics of a language is its ability to evoke emotions and
convey messages. In this regard, beauty serves as a language through which the God of the Bible
communicates on a profound level. Such emotional responses hint at a deeper, spiritual
connection between humanity and God.”*

Beauty also allows for the revelation of God's attributes. Nature intricately displays His
creativity, power, and attention to detail. Beauty serves as a visual representation of God's
attributes, providing a glimpse into His character and inviting individuals to explore a deeper
relationship with the Creator.

As witnessed in nature, beauty reflects a balance and order that transcends randomness.
The harmonious interplay of various elements, such as colors, shapes, and sounds, points to a
divine source. The rhythmic crashing of ocean waves, the vibrant hues of a sunset, or the
melodious songs of birds all resonate with a sublime beauty that transcends human
understanding. These instances of aesthetic harmony and order suggest a deliberate intention
behind creation.

Hence, the language of God is expressed through the captivating beauty found in nature,

serving as a universal form of communication that reveals His existence and attributes. It

3 Note: Beauty can be seen as a language of God. It is a representation and reflection of the divine, a
means of communicating with and understanding the nature of the Creator. As such, it holds a special significance in
theology and plays a vital role in the spiritual lives of believers.

Beauty has a transcendent quality that connects us to the divine. It is not limited to physical appearances or
superficial traits, but rather encompasses a deeper understanding of truth, goodness, and love. Through the pursuit
and appreciation of beauty, individuals are able to connect with the essence of God and experience a deeper level of
spiritual fulfillment.

One of the greatest theologians to explore the concept of beauty in relation to God was St. Augustine. He
believed that beauty is a reflection of God's perfection, and that through the contemplation of beauty, we are able to
catch glimpses of the divine. For Augustine, beauty was not just an aesthetic pleasure, but a pathway to
understanding the ultimate truth and goodness of God.

In a similar vein, theologian Thomas Aquinas argued that beauty is one of the transcendentals, along with
truth and goodness, that reflect the nature of God. He believed that beauty is found in all things created by God, and
that it speaks to the inherent harmony and order of creation.

Other Christian thinkers have also explored the link between beauty and God, such as Hans Urs von
Balthasar, who saw beauty as a revelation of God's glory, and C.S. Lewis, who considered it a reflection of the
divine imagination.
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exhibits divine intelligence and limitless creativity and serves as evidence that beauty is a
medium through which God communicates. By immersing ourselves in the wonder of nature, we
can unravel this language, gaining an insightful understanding and appreciation for the
transcendent power behind our world. When we apprehend beauty as a language of the God
described in the Bible, it becomes a potent means of communication and revelation. The intricate
complexity, aesthetic harmony, emotional impact, and reflection of divine qualities discovered in
nature all point to a purposeful act of creation. By acknowledging and valuing beauty as a
theistic natural sign surrounding us, we open ourselves to a more profound comprehension and
connection with the God of the Bible, who discloses Himself through this captivating language.
Thus, beauty can be seen as an objective universal language since the aesthetic appeal of nature
spans cultures, languages, and beliefs. The universality of perceiving natural beauty suggests a
shared connection and common ground in acknowledging a higher power as the source of such
captivating wonders.
Aesthetic Delight and Spiritual Awakening

Beauty, with its profound impact on the human psyche, has long been regarded as a
source of aesthetic delight and spiritual awakening. The experience of beauty in nature, art, and
various expressions of human creativity often evokes a sense of amazement and wonder, stirring
the most profound emotions within us. The concept of beauty as both a source of aesthetic
delight and a pathway to spiritual awakening, exploring how it can foster contemplation,
transcendence, and a deeper understanding of the divine, has been demonstrated in this paper.

This aspect of beauty lies in its ability to elicit aesthetic delight. When confronted with a
beautiful landscape, a piece of art, or even a well-designed object, individuals often find

themselves captivated by its form, color, harmony, and symmetry. The sheer visual appeal of
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these phenomena brings joy, pleasure, and a sense of harmony to our senses. Such aesthetic
delight profoundly impacts our emotions, evoking a positive response and an appreciation for the
inherent beauty in the world around us.

Moreover, beauty through aesthetic delight transcends visual stimuli alone. It also

encompasses other sensory experiences, such as the melodious sounds of music, the aromatic
scents of nature, and the luxurious textures found in various materials. These multisensory
encounters amplify the aesthetic delight, holistically appealing to our senses.
Beyond its capacity to generate aesthetic delight, beauty can also facilitate spiritual awakening.
When individuals are confronted with moments of extraordinary beauty, it often triggers a sense
of wonder, reverence, and transcendence. These experiences have the potential to open a deeper
understanding of the interconnectedness of all things, sparking contemplation about our place in
the universe and the existence of the God of the Bible.

For instance, encountering beauty in nature offers a glimpse into the vastness and
intricate complexities of the natural world, which can awaken a sense of wonder, humility, and
interconnectedness with something greater than ourselves. This contemplation of beauty can
inspire individuals to seek meaning beyond the ordinary, connecting us closer to God and
nurturing a sense of the divine.

Therefore, beauty encompasses both aesthetic delight and spiritual awakening. Its ability
to elicit a sense of amazement, wonder, and transcendence makes it a powerful force for both
aesthetic pleasure and deeper spiritual contemplation. Whether experienced through the beauty
of nature, art, or human creativity, the encounter with beauty opens doors to new dimensions of

understanding and connection with God. By appreciating and contemplating beauty, individuals
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can embark on a journey of aesthetic and spiritual awakening, enriching their lives with profound
insights and a deeper appreciation for the world around them.
Harmonious Interplay

In discussing beauty as a harmonious interplay between the Bible and nature, we have
seen how these two aspects of life are not conflicting but rather complement and reinforce each
other. This interplay allows for a greater understanding and appreciation of beauty in the natural
world and the descriptions of God's creative power as portrayed in biblical texts.

When we examine beauty as a harmonious interplay, we find that the beauty witnessed in
nature resonates with the descriptions of God's creative power and beauty found in the Bible.
The interplay between these two spheres leads us to a deeper understanding and appreciation of
the beauty surrounding us and points us to the God of the Bible.

This interplay also emphasizes that beauty is not merely a superficial concept but
something that touches the core of our being. It invites us to ponder the deeper meanings and
truths that can be gleaned from the beauty we encounter in the natural world and the biblical
texts. Through this harmonious interplay, we can perceive beauty as a unifying force, bridging
the realms of the physical and the divine and offering us glimpses of something greater than
ourselves.

Thus, viewing beauty as a harmonious interplay between the Bible and nature allows us
to appreciate the interconnectedness of these two realms. The beauty found in the natural world
resonates with the descriptions of God's creative power and beauty depicted in biblical texts.
This interplay invites us to explore beauty's deeper meanings and truths, making it a profound

and enriching experience.
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Beauty Seen as Being Objective

The evidence presented throughout this discussion demonstrates that the natural beauty
found in the world provides a means through which the God of the Bible can be known. By
focusing on the aesthetic quality of beauty, we explored the richness of human perception, the
theological significance of beauty, and its role in revealing the nature of God as described in the
Bible (Psalm 19:1-4, Romans 1:18-20). The thesis that “The nature of beauty and its objective
manifestation serve as evidence of the existence of the God described in the Bible” has found
evidential support for the existence in reality of the objectiveness of beauty even though it swims
in a sea of subjectiveness. Edwards and Brown observed that “beauty is a combined objective-
subjective phenomenon, bridging gaps between the (objective) structure of the world outside of
us and the (subjective) realities and meanings that obtain within us.””*

Romans 1:18-20 endeavors to show God's invisible qualities manifested through the
actual act of creation and that this can be noted objectively. As a product of God's creative
power, the natural world provides a tangible reflection of his eternal power and divine nature,
which includes beauty. Thus, the passage denotes that the beauty and order found in nature are
not mere coincidences or random occurrences but are intentional displays of God's distinct
attributes, leaving man without excuse. Beauty can also be seen as an objective universal
language since the aesthetic appeal of nature spans cultures, languages, and beliefs. The
universality of perceiving natural beauty suggests a shared connection. It is also interesting to
note that throughout history, humans have been drawn to beauty in various forms, whether
through art, music, literature, or the natural world. This universality suggests that there is

something inherently objective and captivating about the aesthetic quality of beauty as well.

%4 Edwards and Brown, Creation’s Beauty as Revelation, Chapter 1.
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While Plato and Aristotle differed in their approach to understanding beauty, they shared
the conviction that it possesses an objective nature. According to their philosophies, beauty is not
merely subjective or dependent on individual preferences but instead has an inherent structure
that can be discerned and appreciated universally. The objective aspects of beauty lie in the
harmonious patterns, symmetry, and order present throughout the natural world. These elements
appeal to the human senses and speak to a more profound understanding of awe and wonder,
pointing toward the divine origin of beauty.

While personal preferences and cultural context undoubtedly shape our understanding of
beauty, the Christian perspective acknowledges that objective beauty transcends these influences.
Cultural norms and subjective tastes can vary over time and across societies, but objective beauty
remains constant. The Christian understanding of objective beauty provides a standard against
which subjective preferences can be evaluated, helping individuals and cultures recognize and
appreciate what is genuinely beautiful beyond fleeting trends.

Furthermore, when we encounter beauty in nature, art, or human relationships, it
resonates with our inherent longing for transcendence and perfection. In this sense, objective
beauty serves as a pointer to the divine and connects us to God's eternal nature. Nor is beauty
limited to visual or sensory appeal alone. It encompasses moral and ethical aspects as well.
Objectively appreciable beauty aligns with truth, goodness, and righteousness.

Another objective aspect of beauty lies in the appreciation of symmetry and proportion.
Such patterns can be observed throughout nature, including the human body, architecture, and
the arrangement of natural elements. Along these same lines are harmony and balance, essential

elements that contribute to the objective appreciation of beauty. Whether found in visual arts,
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music, or even interpersonal relationships, the perception of beauty often arises from the
presence of harmony and balance.

Additionally, objective aspects of beauty lie in its ability to evoke emotional responses
that transcend personal preferences. Whether through literature, cinematic experiences, or visual
arts, beauty often evokes feelings of awe, joy, tranquility, or even melancholy.”> These emotional
connections reflect the objective power of beauty to elicit profound and universal experiences,
fostering a collective appreciation beyond individual tastes.

Final Thought

Moreover, it should be taken into consideration that an even stronger argument can be
made for understanding the God of the Bible through beauty by considering the concept of
beauty as one piece of a larger puzzle of evidence. By incorporating other forms of evidence into
a formula like Bayesian probability, which offers a framework for assessing the potential
evidence for God based on the concept of natural beauty, an approach that considers the prior
probability of an event, the likelihood of observing evidence for that event, and the posterior
probability after taking into account the new evidence such as in the case of natural beauty as
evidence for God, even with the prior probability varying on one's personal beliefs and
experiences still gives a certain amount of footing to the power of beauty as evidence. For
Christians who have grappled with the complexities of natural revelation, the Bayesian
probability could be an essential step to acknowledging that the concept of knowing the God of
the Bible through beauty does not exist in isolation but is rather intricately intertwined with the

awe-inspiring intricacies and wonders of the natural world. When one delves into philosophical

% Note: C.S. Lewis (1898-1963): As a renowned Christian apologist and writer, Lewis reflected on the
connection between beauty and joy. He suggested that the human desire for beauty is an innate longing for a greater
reality and ultimately for God Himself. He explored these ideas in works such as "The Weight of Glory" and
"Surprised by Joy."
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frameworks such as Thomas Aquinas' renowned Five Ways’® or arguments from the
cosmological, ontological, and empirical and explores indirect arguments stemming from
consciousness, rational warrant, witness testimony, inductive reasoning, historical narratives,
anecdotal accounts, and other forms of intellectual inquiry, a compelling case emerges for the
plausibility of discerning evidence for the existence of God through the lens of natural beauty.
By contemplating the interplay between these various philosophical and intellectual
avenues, individuals are presented with a rich tapestry of thought that enriches their
understanding of the world and offers a nuanced perspective on the relationship between beauty
and the divine. Through this multifaceted exploration, the likelihood of recognizing
manifestations of the divine in the intricate details of the natural world becomes increasingly
tangible, inviting individuals to reconsider their perceptions and engage with the profound
mysteries that surround us. In embracing this holistic approach to inquiry, one can appreciate the
interconnectedness of beauty, apologetics, philosophy, and theology, paving the way for a deeper
understanding of the transcendent within the fabric of existence. When these factors are figured
into a formula like the Bayesian probability, the likelihood of observing evidence for God
through the lens of natural beauty is increasingly plausible. Therefore, the posterior probability
of God's existence may be significantly higher after considering these multiple forms, which all
add significant weight to the breathtaking beauty found in the world around us as evidence. This
Bayesian perspective then presents, within this context, a compelling case for the inclusion of
natural beauty as a valid form of evidence for the existence of the God of the Bible. As with any
endeavor, further exploration and examination of this probability formula and its implications for

the concept of God are necessary to grasp its significance and potential implications fully.

% Note: Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica Complete in a Single Volume (2018). Thomas Aquinas’
Five Ways: Motion, Efficient Cause, Possibility and Necessity, Gradation and Design, the probability of beauty
becomes even more significant in the above Bayesian formulation.
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To use the Bayesian probability formula for determining whether natural beauty is
evidence for God based on objective consensuses, we need to assign prior probabilities and
consider the likelihood of the evidence.

Let's denote:

H: The existence of natural beauty is evidence for God.
E: The observation of objective consensuses on natural beauty (symmetry, proportion, and
vistas).

We assign prior probabilities to the hypothesis and its negation as follows:

P(H): Prior probability of H.
P(~H): Prior probability of ~H (natural beauty is not evidence for God).

Now, we need to determine the likelihood of observing the evidence given each
hypothesis. In this case, we consider three objective consensuses: symmetry, proportion, and
vistas. Let's denote P(E1|H), P(E2|H), and P(E3|H) as the probabilities of observing each
consensus given the hypothesis H. Similarly, let's denote P(E1|~H), P(E2|~H), and P(E3|~H) as
the probabilities of observing each consensus given the negation of the hypothesis ~H.

Assuming that the objective consensuses provide strong evidence of natural beauty being
evidence for God (P(E1|H) = P(E2[H) = P(E3|H) = 70%, for example), we can set those
likelihoods relatively high compared to the corresponding likelihoods for ~H. This is partly due
to the above argument that beauty does not stand alone but is escorted by many other arguments
for the existence of God.

Now, we can use Bayes' theorem to calculate the Bayesian probability of the hypothesis H

given the evidence E:
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P(H|E) = [P(E1|H) * P(E2|H) * P(E3|H) * P(H)] / [P(E1|H) * P(E2|H) * P(E3/H) * P(H) +
P(E1j~H) * P(E2|~H) * P(E3|~H) * P(~H)]

The numerator represents the joint probability of observing all three consensuses (E1, E2,
and E3) given H and the prior probability of H. The denominator represents the total probability
of obtaining the evidence E.

Substituting the given values of P(E1|H), P(E2|H), P(E3|H), P(H), P(E1|~H), P(E2|~H),
P(E3|~H), and P(~H) into the formula, we can calculate the Bayesian probability P(H|E).°7- %8

Thus, the application of Bayesian probability calculus to this thesis statement shows that
the strength of the evidence for each account will determine the posterior probability for that
statement. It is not possible to determine the exact posterior probabilities without specific values
for the likelihoods. However, one can say that the objective manifestation of beauty may
substantially impact the belief in the God described in the Bible, as it involves a tangible and
observable manifestation of beauty.

Nevertheless, in exploring the concept of objective beauty and its potential implications
for the existence of the God of the Bible, it is essential to acknowledge the nuanced and intricate
nature of this discussion. The thesis that “The Nature of Beauty and its Objective Manifestation
Serve as Evidence of the God Described in the Bible” presents a compelling argument that
invites deeper reflection and analysis.

It is crucial to recognize that the notion of objective beauty is not a simplistic or one-

dimensional concept. Rather, it is a multifaceted and complex subject that transcends mere

97 Peter M. Lee, Bayesian Statistics: An Introduction (Wiley, 2009), 30-31.

%8 Note: It is important to note that the probabilities assigned to the consensuses and prior probabilities are
based on subjective assessments. The Bayesian probability helps update the probability based on evidence. Still, it
does not provide a definitive answer or proof regarding the existence of God based on natural beauty and objective
consensuses. Nevertheless, it does show that there is a logical probability.
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aesthetic appreciation. While some may view objective beauty as a bold and assertive stance
lacking rationality, a more nuanced perspective reveals that it can be a gateway to profound
philosophical and theological inquiries.

When contemplating the existence of objective beauty in the natural world, one is
confronted with the awe-inspiring intricacy, harmony, and symmetry that permeate the fabric of
our reality. This intricate beauty, from the delicate patterns of a snowflake to the grandeur of a
starlit sky, hints at a deeper order and design that surpasses mere chance or randomness.

Considering the above, it can be argued that the existence of objective beauty in nature
serves as highly probable evidence for the presence of a higher being - a transcendent creator
whose handiwork is reflected in the tapestry of the cosmos. This perspective suggests that the
beauty we perceive in the world around us is not merely a product of random processes but
rather a manifestation of a divine intelligence guiding the universe toward a greater purpose.

Therefore, we can assert a judicious conclusion that the nature of beauty and its objective
manifestation can be viewed as evidence supporting the reasonable and rational claim of the God
described in the Bible. This viewpoint invites us to consider the profound implications of beauty
as a revelatory sign pointing towards a transcendent reality beyond our immediate sensory
experience.

In the ongoing discourse about the existence of the God of the Bible and the nature of
divinity, the contemplation of objective beauty offers a rich and compelling avenue for
exploration. By engaging with the intricate beauty of the natural world, we are invited to ponder
the mysteries of creation and the profound interconnectedness between beauty, truth, and the
divine. It is a journey that challenges us to delve deeper into the realms of apologetics,

philosophy, theology, and aesthetics, seeking to uncover the profound truths that lie hidden
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beneath the surface of our everyday perceptions.”® As John Calvin keenly observed, "God has
been pleased so to manifest his perfections in the whole structure of the universe, and daily place
himself in our view, that we cannot but open our eyes without being compelled to behold

him,"100

9 Note: Recommendations for future research: Cultural and Historical Perspectives: Investigate how
different cultures and historical periods have understood and expressed the relationship between beauty in nature
and the God of the Bible, providing a comprehensive cross-cultural analysis.

Psychological and Sociological Dimensions: Psychological and Sociological Dimensions: Explore the
psychological and sociological impact of encountering beauty in nature on individuals and communities and its
potential for shaping religious beliefs and practices.

Environmental Ethics: Environmental Ethics: Examine the ethical implications of recognizing the beauty in
nature as a reflection of the divine, leading to a greater emphasis on environmental stewardship and the preservation
of natural resources.

By pursuing these avenues of research, scholars can continue to deepen their understanding of the power of
beauty in revealing the God of the Bible and its implications for various academic disciplines and societal contexts.

100 Wahlberg, Reshaping Natural Theology, 1.
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