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Perhaps if it had been accurately reported, World War I would have 
been the “war to end all wars” that Woodrow Wilson described in 
1917. Instead, it was a period of half-truths and discrepancies as 
governments tried to manage international conflict during a period 
of modernity that shifted attention towards photojournalism, global 
connectedness, and an increased expectation of objectivity in the 
press. Government policy induced a crisis of conscience for 
journalists who—beyond tempering their observations—had to 
blatantly lie about bleakness on the front, atrocities that new 
technology made possible, ongoing stalemate, and low soldier 
morale. War correspondents often later expressed regret for having 
compromised their integrity by submitting to these restrictive 
measures. Yet, where does the line lay between duty to country and 
fealty to truth? This study centers on this question journalists asked 
themselves and focuses on Britain as a case study for how press 
coverage, state censorship, and public perception shaped each other 
during WWI. The research extends to comparative examples that 
similarly resulted in civilian skepticism and soldier disillusionment. 
At the time, the press pushed up against journalistic standards, 
governments vied with war correspondents, and reality clashed 
with published material. This study’s juxtaposition of these 
dynamics illuminates how what was printed during WWI 
contrasted with what was actually experienced, and exposes the 
ramifications of these disparities on ethical norms for decades. 

Abstract

If people really knew, 
t h e w a r w o u l d b e 
stopped tomorrow. But 
of course they don't 
know and can't know. 
The correspondents 
don’t write, and the 
censorship would not 
pass, the truth. What 
they do send is not the 
war, but just a pretty 
picture of the war with 
everybody doing gallant 
deeds.…The thing is 
horrible beyond human 
nature to bear. 

Prime Minister David 
Lloyd George, 1917 

What was the nature, scope, and impact of British 
press censorship during WWI, did it cause press 
coverage to significantly depart from the truth, how 
involved was the state, and how did the British 
public and military perceive what transpired?  

Research Question

This research analyzes the following elements in determining that 
1) while the British press remained technically free during the war, 
it was indirectly controlled and shaped by the state, 2) British war 
correspondents fell in line with the government’s aims and even 
produced propaganda but later regretted their actions, 3) the  wide 
disparity between reality and printed coverage led to alienation of 
the military, and 4) this censorship mechanism quickly inspired 
duplication in every major power, with lasting consequences.  

- What guided publication?: Sifted through Britain's legal code, 
the Defence of the Realm Act, Ministry of Information and Press 
Bureau directives, quotations from influential government 
officials, correspondence from the United States that impacted  
British policy, and post-war reflections from correspondents. 

- Was there a difference between what happened and what was 
printed?: Juxtaposed historical records and statistics of three 
different phases in the war with the press coverage of them, 
close-read numerous articles from news archives, and surveyed 
quotations from military personnel on their view of the coverage.   

- Did this impact other nations?: Combined secondary source 
analysis with a survey of each piece of legislation comparable to 
the Defence Act in WWI’s major powers, brought in the 
historical record to identify any lasting effects or reversals,  and 
analyzed the starkly different government models in question.  

- How did wartime correspondents and the military respond? 
Read a large variety of post-war reflections by correspondents 
and soldiers, sifted through quotations by government officials 
about public discontent, identified periphery primary sources of 
spouses who wrote about their relevant observations at the time, 
and illuminated the emergence of military newspapers often 
found in the trenches once soldiers believed that “anything might 
be true, except what was printed [in the widely circulated press.]” 

Methods
1. Examine the British National Archives non-digitized Ministry of 

Information memos and write-ups of those who resisted DACA 
during World War I, to pinpoint the kinds of behavior and speech 
that individuals gravitated towards when the government became 
more regulatory. This would build out a better understanding of 
how different strata of British society engaged with British press 
censorship and published material.  

2. Utilize methods from the Digital Humanities to analyze the large 
corpus of post-WWI writings from wartime correspondents, to 
identify common themes and sentiments from those with shared 
experience. This could potentially create a more nuanced 
understanding of daily life as a correspondent, as well as shed light 
on what kinds of directives they received from the British 
government that influenced what they wrote and how they wrote it.  

References

⁃ Britain rallied its citizens not through coherent goals—difficult in a 
conflict that lacked moral urgency—but through a controlled press 
that downplayed losses, fabricated strategic victories, and avoided 
the cost of war to its combatants. 

⁃ The British government utilized a complex system of censorship, 
employed correspondents as propagandists, and created a culture of 
morality as loyalty to state in order to combat the challenges of 
modern warfare and pursue decisive victory; but their actions, 
while at times strategically effective, negatively impacted soldier 
morale, public trust, and ethical norms for decades to come.  

⁃ Because of state directives, press reporting gradually shifted from 
chaotic inconsistency to fictitious uniformity to propaganda. This 
directly contributed to a widening disparity between lived wartime 
military experience and public perception. It also led to 
correspondents’ internal conflict over what they were being asked 
to do—in essence they were to discard the truth and write fiction.  

⁃ This meant that the press missed opportunity to expose flawed 
norms of WWI, to highlight the humanity of war, and ultimately to 
accurately report the conflict that Britain was involved in—the one 
men enlisted for. What the government framed as duty to country 
won out over fealty to truth or obligation to one’s fellow man.  

⁃ The press, used as a tool, demoralized correspondents and 
challenged their dedication to objective journalistic practice. While 
Britain succeeded in keeping its populace from rejecting the war, 
the censorship and propaganda it engaged in culminated in the 
most discreditable period in the history of journalism and 
inspired a reversal in press freedom around the globe—some of 
which has never reversed. Britain led this charge from August 5th.  

⁃ Ultimately, though the press is just one segment of wartime culture, 
it had enormous influence on public opinion, and though half-truths 
and distortions seemed to serve the state’s war interests well, it was 
not worth the precedent that was set or the turmoil it created.  

Conclusion
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RETREAT BECOMES ROUT
r.; GERMANS RETIRING RAPIDLY

GREAT DEMORALISATION AND DISORDER

PURSUIT VIGOROUSLY PRESSED.

BELGIANS PUSH THE ENEMY BACK.

RUSSIANS BEAT AUSTRIANS AND MARCH TOWARDS BERLIN.

The latest cable from the High Commissioner contains the satis-
factory announcement, apparently emanating from the War Office,
that the Germans are retiring rapidly and in some disorder, with certain
signs of demoralisation.

The huge battle in the centre is still raging, the enemy being
reported to be still retiring there.

The Germans have been driven back to the environs of Louvain by
th« Belgians, who continue to harry them in the retreat.

Prom Stockholm comes the report of a naval battle between the
German and Russian fleet, but as yet it has not been confirmed.

The Austrians have evacuated Cracow, and the Russians are said
to.be marching towards*Berlin; while the capture of Breslau is said to
be imminent. ',.•»''.>

Some fighting has taken place in British Central Africa, where
Germans crossed the border and were repulsed with losses on both sides.

By Cablt.—Press Association.—Copyright

ENEMY'S RAPID RETREAT.
/ betire in some disobdeb.

?ursttit vigorously pressed,

boys. The German ;artillery,£re emptied
but few saddles, and the guns seemed
within reach of the leaders, when sud-
denly came tragedy full in the face of
the oncoming cavalry. The Germans
opened a murderous fire from twenty
concealed machine guns, at a distance of
not more than 150 yards. The yieomte
de Vauvineux, who rode with the bri-
gade as interpreter, was instantly killed,
while the bulk of the brigade sweryeVl
to the right for a hundred yards across
the face of the guns. A few rode des-
perately on, bearing charmed lives, but
only for a few yards. Wire entangle-
ments were buried in the grass thirty
yards in front of the guns, and, riding
full into these, the riders fell, and were*
taken prisoners.
Three regiments of the best British

cavalry went into the charge, and at the
end only 220 were mustered out of the
Lancers Regiment. Eighteenth Hvs-
safs arid the Fourth J}rago6ns also suf-
fered severely, but not to the s&nie ex-
tent.

TRIUMPHANT OFFENSIVE.
BELGIANS ROUT GERMANS.
'

VIGOROUS ACTION FROM

"The High Commissioner reports:—
The War Office reports that the

general retreat of the enemy • con-
tinued yesterday. Between pri-
soners and wounded, the British
captured 1500, besides several guns,
Maxims, and a large quantity., of
transport.
The enemy are retiring rap-/

Idly east of Soissons, in some disor-
der.
The War Office, in a later dis-

patch, stated that yesterday's cap-
tures were higher than was report-
ed, considerable bodies of infantry
being found hiding in the woods,

'k having been left behind owing to
the rapid retirement of their forces;
\ They surrendered at sight.

~ This, and the rifling of villages
and the evidences of drunkenness,
point to the demoralisation of the
routed enemy.
The pursuit is being vigorously

pressed.

WITH GREAT VIOLENCE.
■ • .

©BEAT BATTLE CONTINUES. ....

ALLIES. PURSUE RETREATING
ENEMY.

(Reeeived September 12; 9.5 a.m.)
PABIS, September 11.

"*A eommuniqne states: On the left
Wing the Anglo-French forces crossed
th« Marne, pursuing the retreating
e»«my. The British captured many pri-
mbcts and machine guns during the

ANTWERP.
LONDON, September 10.

The Belgians have assumed a trium-
phant offensive from Antwerp, driving
the Germans back to the vicinity of
Louvain.

AMSTERDAM, September 10.
The Belgians continue to take a vig-

orous offensive, and have driven the
Germans from the neighbourhood of
Aerschot andDiest, capturing three
hundred prisoners,

ROTTERDAM, September 10,*•!» days'* battle. The Allies in this
jucaa advanced upwards of sixty kil©-

' .-VMtres.
. The army of the centre repulsed the
Prussian Guards. The action continues
■with great violence.

A MASTERLY RETREAT.
GREAT WORK BY CAVALRY.

OFFICER'S HEEOIC DEATH.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
j LONDON, September 11.

Judges and lawyers at Brussels struck
because General von der Goltz, Military
Governor, placed guns in front of the
Palaise de Justice, and would not al-
low people to attend without passes.

* JBACK TO LOUVAIN.

BELGIANS' STILL WINNING.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.in.)
OSTEND, Septenibsr 11.

The Belgians have driven the Ger-
mans back to the environs of Louvain.

A COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL.
GERMANS MARCH TOWARDS

FRANCE.

HARASSED BY THE BELGIANS.
(Received September 12, 10.50 a.m.)

ANTWERP, September 11.

Throughout the whole of the British
*«treat the cavalry foiled every German
effort to capture the retreating trans-
port, stamping the operation as one of
the most successful in the history of the
British Army.
Major-General Allenby, the cavalry

■emmander, sympathising- with Lady
"Dm Crespigny on the death of her son,
•ays:—"On the Queen's Bays fell the
brunt of the fighting on September 1.
Your son held an important tactical
position, and died like a hero. He held
the position till every man was killed
or wounded."

The Germans have completely evacu-
ated the region of the Scheldt between
Antwerp and Ghent. One of the Ger-
man corps is marching towards France
after engagements on the right bank
of the Scheldt in the triangle formed
by Oudenarde, Courtrai, and Renaix.
The Belgians are pursuing and harass-
ing the retreating force.

[The Second Dragoon Guards are
known as the Queen's Bays, and the
officer mentioned was Lieutenant C. N.

de Crespigny.]

LANCERS MEET TRAGEDY.
MOWN DOWN LIKE GRASS.

JL MURDEROUS DEATH-TRAP.

(Received September 12, 8.50 a.m.)
LONDON, September 11.

Details o£ the Ninth Lancers' charge,
mention of which was made early in the
Month, show that the Lancers went into
action singing and shouting like school-

— .. 1 .. —?

"A stitch in time saves nine," and
1/10 spent on a bottle of Baxter's Lung

■'■'-. Preserver often saves a large bill from
the doctor. Lung Preserver is a cough
and cold remedy of fifty years' standr
ing, and one that never fails to cure
even the most stubborn colds. Get a
bottle from your chemist or storekeeper,
or send direct to J. Baxter and Co.,
Chemists, Christchurch. .192

CAN'T YOU STOP IT?
Loasby's "Stop It" is the same to-

day as it was years ago. It is a real
o-ood cough mixture which relieves old
stubborn tickling coughs just as easily
as it does the recent ones. Loasby's
'' Stop It'' has been proved to be effec-
tual. It has been before the public for
years, and its sale is increasing every
year till now it stands out as the "great
cough cure''. that I proclaimed it to be
seven years ago. It acts quickly. It
stops the cough and expels the phlegm
easily. It soothes the lungs and bron-
chial tubes—no medicine can do more,
and I do not know of another cough
cure that acts so well. Loasby 's '' Stop
It," 1/6, 2/6, and- 4/6 (larger bottles
are the cheaper), from all chemists and
grocers. Wholesale agent: H. F. Stevens,
and all merchants; or direct from A. M.
Loasby, The Only Prescribing Chemist,
679 Colombo Street; Christchurch. ,38

DESOLATION UNSPEAKABLE.

A CITY OF THE DEAD.

THE BATTLE OF MEAUX.

"Times" and "Sydney Sun" Services.
(Received September 12, 8 a.m.)

! LONDON, September 11.
t The "Daily Mail's" Paris correspon-
tdent describes coming upon the battle
fof Meaux with astonishing suddenness.
■He says:—

Our car rounded a hill overlooking
the little town and in the valley be-

j fore us were dense white balloons of
I smoke from the exploding shells,
I fleecy little coveys of shrapnel burst-
l ing in the air, and showers of blacks; earth ripped out of the solid ground.
i Farmhouses and haystacks were flam-
| ing, and German aeroplanes were
| cruising overhead. It was a real
I battle at last. Descending into the
| town it was a pitiable sight to see
I the wrecked houses and streets. It
| was like a city of the dead. It was
j an odd experience to enter a house

* through a gap in a wall caused by
• a shell. All around was desolation

f unspeakable.

THE GERMAN FLEET.
STRONG SQUADRONS SIGHTED.

BATTLESHIPS NEAR GULF OF FIN-
LAND.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
STOCKHOLM, September 11.

Strong German squadrons were seen
(i;i Monday near the Islands cf Gotska
aiul Sando, steaming north-westwards.

battleships were seen npproaehihg
the Gulf of Finland on the same day.

NAVAL BATTLE REPORTED.
GERMANS AND RUSSIANS.

BITTER FEELING. IN GERMANY.

STOCKHOLM, September 11.
Reports are to hand of a naval battle

between the Germans and Russians off
Aland Island. ,

Letters from Berlin state that crowds
outside the newspaper offices are He-
vouring the bulletins, which are report-
ing the capture of Russian army, corps,
of 30,000, 60,000, aiuf even 90,000 men.
Every English and French name has

disappeared from the. streets, and the
hotels have been re-named. The clock
faces showing the time at the principal
capitals have the hands London, Paris,
and St. Petersburg pasted oyer.

WHEN THE MAINZ WAS SUNK.
BRITISH RESERVISTS ABOARD.
HOISTING THE WHITE FLAG.

(Received September 12, 9.55 a.m.)
LONDON, September 11.

A British petty officer states that the
first shots at the German cruiser Mainz

from the British destroyers swept the
upper decks. The Germans hoisted the
white flag, and therefore two British de-
stroyers were going alongside. The
Mainz was now sinking, when the cap-
tain ordered the crew to fire the only
gun left. The crew refused, and there-
upon the captain jumped off the bridge
and fired it himself. He then shot at
the crew.
The commander and some of the sig-

nalmen of the destroyer were killed.
The Mainz had aboard three British

Naval Reserve men,' who were serving
in a German liner when the war broke
out. They narrate how, when one of
two brothers, who were stokers on the
Mainz, was injured by the British shot,
the uninjured one endeavoured to carry
his brother up on deck,. A German en-
gineer shot the uninjured brother.

GERMAN BARBARITIES.
CRUEL TREATMENT OP

PRISONERS.

OUTSPOKEN JOURNAL IN BERLIN.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
AMSTERDAM, September 11.

The German Socialist organ, "Vor-
waerts," says that war prisoners are
now being treated badly in Germany.
The journal cites the case of a male
nurse who was flogged for making a
dying Frenchman's will, and a fatal
attack on a Belgian clergyman, who
was accompanying the war prisoners
at the camp.at Saxony, on the ground
that he had incited a civilian attack on
Germans in Belgium. . (
The" ".Vorwaerts.?:'■' asks whether the

troops have not been instructed to af-
ford proper protection to war pri-
soners;' ■ -c ■-..■;.■

POLES' TERRIBLE VENGEANCE.
DYNAMITE IN COAL TRUCKS,

COSSACKS WEicK ARMOURED.
TRAIN.

(Received September 12, 11.50 a.m.) j
PETROGRAD, September .11.

The Polish miners at Bendin, who
were compelled by the Germans to load
coal into trucks, concealed dynamite
in each truck with an appalling result.
A military train 'was completely de-
stroyed ami an ammunition factory
blown up.

Cossacks wrecked an armoured train
near Chenstokoff and practically anni-
hilatedthe'Germans in it. They also
captured several quickfirers.

SANGUINARY FIGHTING.
RUSSIAN SUCCESS DEVELOPS.

REINFORCEMENTS FOR THE
GERMANS.

PETROGRAD, September 11.
Large German forces have detrained

at Tehestochow.
A communique says that the success

gained over ] the Austro-Hungarian
7

army in the Orasnik district is develop-
ing rapidly. Sanguinary fighting is
progressing on the Tomaszov-Ravarus-
ska front to the Dneister.

RUSSIANS TAKE BOOTY.
VALUABLE CAPTURES.

"Times" and "Sydney Sun" Services.
(Received September 12, 8 a.m.)

PETROGRAD, September 11.
The booty taken by the Russians at

Nikolaicff included a whole train, hun-
dreds of provision waggons, and bat-
teries of artillery with ammunition.

IF TURKEY JOINS GERMANY.
SMALL POWERS' ACTION.
RUMANIA, GREECE, AND

BULGARIA AGREE.
(Received September 12, 10.50 a.m.)

ROME, September 11.
The ''Corriera Italia's'' Bucharest

dispatch states that Rumania, Bulgaria,
and Greece have agreed on a common
action should Turkey act in favour of
Germany.

TROOP TRAIN DERAILED.
FALLS OVER EMBANKMENT.

DISASTER IN AFRICA.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
CAPETOWN, September 11.

A colonial troop train was derailed at
the Hex River Pass, and capsized over
an embankment.
Three were killed and a number in-

jured. .'.'".'■;•

FIVE HUNDRED TROOPS ABOARD.
THIRTEEN MEN KILLED.

(Received September 12, ,9.55 a.m.)
CAPE TOWN, September 11.

.
Five hundred of the Kaffrarian Rifles

were on the train. At dusk it was
crawling down the steep, winding pass,
and the engine left the rails on a curve.
Ten coaches followed, and' toppled . 20
feet.
Thirteen were killed.
Tremendous efforts were made to clear

the line, which is a single one, as ten
urgent trains, en route to Cape Town,
were held up.

LEISURELY JAPANESE.
TAKING TIME:' AT TSING-TAO.

SHIPMENTS TO THE FAR EAST.
"Times" and "Sydney Sun" Services.
(Received September 12, 8 a.m.)

LONDON, September 11.
The Japanese Embassy says that in

order tq prevent needless 'loss, the
Japanese intend to conduct the opera-
tions at Tsing-Tao in a leisurely
manner.
The natives have ceased selling pro-

visions to the garrison.

The commercial attache in Japan has
cabled to the Board of Trade suggest-
ing that firms transacting business with
Japan should consult exchange brokers
with a view to having shipments" to the
Far East financed. The attitude of
Japanese banks is exceedingly cautious.

FLOODS SPREADING INLAND.

INVESTMENT DELAYED FOR
MONTHS.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
PEKING, September 21.

The floods surrounding Tsing-Tao are
spreading inland, and will probably de-
lay the investment for several months.
The stronghold is now only approachable
in boats.

OVERSEAS RESPONSE.

RECOGNITION IN ENGLAND.

AN INDISCREET LORD PROVOST.

(Received September 12, 9.4 a.m.)
..'"',, LONDON, September 11.

The Liverpool Chamber of Commerce
carried a resolution of gratitude for
the magnificent rally of the overseas
lands to the Motherland.
Mauritius planters have offered a

million pounds of sugar to the Navy,
and a similar quantity to the Army.
The Government has accepted the offer.
At a citizens ' meeting at Glasgow

Lord Provost Stevenson raised a. storm
of indignation by?expressing the hope
that nothing would be said or done in
Britain during the war which would
hamper the restoration of friendly re-
lationship with Germany.
Mr McKinnon ;Wood,. Secretary to

Scotland, declares.:.,' 'The Kaiser has
blown the war trumpet, and not one
portion of the British Empire has
failed to respond.'.'
.Lord Curzon declared that the In-
dians were, coming because the Empire
stood for justice, uprightness, mercy,
and truth, and Indians did not desire a
change to the Prussian sabre and the
jackboots of the German infantry. He
would like to see the Bengal Lancers
fluttering down the streets of Berlin,
and the Ghurkas making themselves at
ease in the gardens of Potsdam.

TRADE WITH THE ENEMY.
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT'S BILL.

SOME SEVERE RESTRICTIONS.

(Received September ,12, 9.40 a.m.)
„ LONDON, September 11.

The Government's Bill prohibiting
trade with the enemy inflicts penalties
up to seven years' penal servitude and
fines of £SOO. Company directors and
officers are liable.. The Board of 'Trade
is empowered to inspect the books of
firms of, which a partner 'is, or was,;
immediately before the war, the
enemy's ■ subjects, and companies of
which the enemy's subjects hold one-
third of the shares.

STILL FALLING BACK.
GERMAN RETIREMENT HARRIED.

BRITISH INFLICT MUCH'LOSS.

LONDON, September 10.
Keuter's Paris agent says the Ger-:

mans have completely evacuated the
north-west of France, except for small
parties of Uhlans, who are gradually
being driven eastward. . \

Traffic on the northern railways has
been partially resumed. Trains went
yesterday to districts where recently
there was heavy fighting, and foun<i
them clear of the enemy.
The High Commissioner reports:—
Official: General French reports thai

the battle continued throughout yes- .
terday. The enemy has been driven
back all along, the line. The British
First Army Corps has buried two hun«*
dred Germans, and taken twelve Maxim
guns arid some prisoners. The British
Second Army Corps has captured 350
prisoners and a battery of German
guns' The Germans have suffered se-
verely, aucl their men are said to be
very exhausted. The British have
crossed the River Marne in a northerly
direction.

GERMANS ADMIT DEFEAT.
GENERAL REPORTS RETIREMENT.

KAISER 'S .SON WOUNDED.

BORDEAUX, September 11.
A decree has been issued,* command-

ing all who for various reasons have
been exempt from military service •to
submit to a further medical examina-
tion.

PARIS, September 11.
It is reported that many bodies of

Germans still remain in the wooded
country within the triangle formed by
Senlis, Gonshe (?), and Dammartin. It
is believed that they amount in all to
an Army Corps, also that they are cut
off from the main body by the Allies be-
tween Compeigne and Meaux, and are
enclosed on the west.

AMSTERDAM, September 11.
An official telegram from Berlin saya

that General von Stein announces that
the army which had crossed the Marne
east of Paris was heavily attacked by
the enemy between Paris, Meaux, and
Montmirail./ Eighting lasted tAVo days.
The army had cheeked the enemy, and"
even advanced, but stronger 'hostile
columns arrived, and the- enemy won
the battle, obliging the Germans to
retire. Fifty guns were captured, and
some thousands Of prisoners.
It is officially announced in Berlin

that Prince Joachim, one ; of the
Kaiser's, sons, while serving as aide-de-
camp in the firing line, was wounded
by a shrapnel,bullet in the thighi •
• The "Cologne Gazette" says a thou-,,
sand English soldiers are prisoners at
Douberuz, the military exercise ground
of Berlin. They are well treated. The
"Gazette" opposes the officers being al-
lowed to play tennis. They would be
better occupied in-thinking of the sins
of their country, which has played at
war with Germany.: ' ",

' f •

"HELL'S OWN WdRK."
IRON WALL OF GERMANS.

FUSILIER'S EXCITING STORY.

LONDON, September 10.
A wounded Munster Fusilier says:—.

"The Germans—horse, foot, and artil-
lery—came at ns from all points, and
the air was thick with screaming,
shouting men, waving swords and blaz-
ing away like blue murder. Our lads
stood up to them without sign of fear,
and received the cavalry with fixed
bayonets, the rear ranks firing steadily.
The enemy collected all round us, until
there was hardly a hole which a mouse
could get through. Then the hardest ~

fight occurred. We wouldn't surrender,
and tried our hardest to cut thfough the
iron-wall of Germans. It was hell's owb )

work.' If the battalion was wiped out.
it fought to-the last gasp, and the Ger-

THE GAME OF WAR.
MONS AND ITS TRAGEDY.

GERMAN STRATEGISTS OUTWIT
JOFFRE.

Specially\ritten for THE SUN.'
"Mods and its Tragedy" is not too

severe a heading-—it might easily have
been a catastrophe if the "Tommies"
had not been so essentially British.
Field-Marshal General French (to

give him his full title) does not say so
in his* report, but, going back a fort-
night or so, and piecing things to-
gether, the fireside campaigner must
come to the conclusion that Comman-
der-in-Chief Joffre took too much for
granted. Also General Michel, in com-
mand of Namur, played the waiting
game too long, and was shot "sitting"
—to use a sporting figure. Joffre—'

that is, the French general ,'staff—was
sadly to blame, as the writer insisted j
from the beginning, and as an attempt i
is made to show below.
Liege was to all intents and pur-

poses reduced, when Namur came under
siege gun fire. The British Expedi :
tionary Force, as General French re-
counts, on August 22, received his or-
ders to take up a position in "Belgium
on a line extending from Conde through
Mons and Biuche—a line practically
parallel with the Sambre River, and
which, if continued, would bisect, Na-
mur. A French force overlooked the
Sambre River, while six or seven army
corps watched the German centre in
front of Belgian Luxemburg. Well,
tnen_jt appears that the French got in
touch with Namur; obviously relief
was intended.
The success of the Allies' forward

movement depended on the strength of
the German right wing. In this Joffrc
took too much for granted. The huge
army that had been thrown through
Luxemburg had disappeared—at least
a great part of it had vanished. Where?
The French centre sat tight, never
dreaming but what the full force of
the opposing centre was where the
original German plans fixed it. But
one fine day, when the German Intelli-
gence Staff had made sure of its

ground, German army-.corps were sur-
reptitiously transported from Luxem-
burg, thrown across the Meuse between
Nan'uir and Liege, or flung across the
river to the north of Liege, the reduc-
tion of the northern forts making the
latter passage possible. Joffre's plan
of attack did not bargain for this tre-
mendous addition to the German right
wing, but one day we heard of countless
German soldiers tramping through past
Brussels—some heading direct west:
the enveloping movement; others
south-west, converging on Charleroi.
CHANGE OF TACTICS.
The reader had best recall the dis-

positions o£&& Allien according to th«

hints given/ Joffre concentrated on the
centre, leaving only an attenuated left
wing to face the enemy in Belgium. If
the German strategists had not changed
their plan suddenly and decided to in-
vade NorthtEast France through 'Bel-
gium proper, making provision .accord-
ingly, then there had been no Mons,
and no bitter retreat from the originaJ
line. The German troops rushed fron
Luxemburg round to Brussels,, enable;
the enemy to achieve what they did.,
and, incidentally, to check temporarily
the Allies' scheme of campaign.
It is going back: over old ground t<

say that Michel, blundered at Namur
and that when Namur succumbed am
the invaders beat back the French
from the Sambre, the British line
Conde-Mons-Bincfie, was exposed to tlu
full force of the strougly reinforced
enemy.
BRITISH RIGHT IN THE AIR.
Then the trouble started. Tlu

French, too strong where strength eouk
be spare I—in the centre—and too weak
where the early culminating attack wa-
delivered; were hurled back to Givet
leaving the British right in the air.
Three German army corps, soui'Miing
over 100,000 men, converged on the
comparative handful of Britishers with
thrust after thrust. A fourth army
corps was working round N.W. of Mons,
with an obvious purpose. The danger
of envelopment and complete annihila-
tion was imminent. The French were
still/retiring before the heavy pressure
.of an overwhelming force. Lieut.-Gen-
eral Smith-Dorrien, faced with two
army corps and Hanked by a third, des-

pcrately fought his way back to a new
position. That he did so gallantly was
the salvation of General French andhis
divisions had been crumpled u|), then
the Britishers would have been cut to
pieces. ..-

3ALLANT SMITH-DOSRIJBN.
No relief being , forthcoming, the

'Tommies, "outnumbered in men and
,uus by about four to one, defied all
he efforts of four corps of first-line
German soldiers to break them or their
.'ront, According to General French,
o tremendous was the enemy's artil-
ery fire, so hotly did they press attack
ifter attack* that Sntith-Dorrien c'ould'
not possibly do what he was directed to
.1.0—to break off the action and retire.

Sunday, August 23, to Wednes-
lay, August 6, the enemy were held at
>ay, the Britishers receiving and in-
licting terrible punishment. Eventu-
ally, retirement was made in sound
ilignmcnt, the battered British artil-
lerists cqvering the retreat in conjunc-
tion with the cavalry.
This exploit, this heroic retreat, will

iive for ever in the minds and hearts
>£ those who fall in under the shadow of
the one Flag. The first German thrust
had gained some success, but at what
a cost! "Fortunately," comments
General French, '' the enemy had suf-
fered too heavily to pursue us ener-
getically, and the retreat continued till
August 28."
It was a close thing at Mons. Joffre's

mistake was an expensive matter for
the British troops, but it gave the
"Tommies" an opportunity to show the

vaunted German machine-made article
that British steel and British valour,
have not depreciated a whit. The
Teutons received a bitter lesson in gain-
ing a temporary advantage. Then- con.
tinuation school has been in working
order ever since.
SADNESS IN UNTER DEN LINDEN.
Since the last week in August much

has happened. The reinforced German
right army, after it had rested a while
and recuperated, rolled down within
sight of Paris. At the latest reports, itwas being rolled back before a tide of
defensive men who have become offen-
sive at the psychological moment. It
is being chased and harried even as it
harried and chased the <' Tommies \ '—*

"chased" is hardly the word—the re-ports yesterday announcing retirement
along the line. The readers in this part
of the globe can have no conceptionof the slaughter that has resulted, par-ticularly. since the really great contest
began east of Paris. Anyway, Ger-many (it is announced via New York)is in the deepest mourning. Every daythe black lists grow appallingly long.There are no wild roygterers shoutingthe "Ode to the Sword" in Unter den
Linden to-day. The elderly citizen isnot now aroused ere cockcrow by thetaxis full of belated revellers speedingunder the morning star and makingdawn hideous. Those days and nights
are gone. The entrancing Tiergarten
with its wonderful rose-bowers is no
longer thronged,
"TALKING ABOUT SABRES.''
It is only a matter of a couple of

months since an English journalist, writ-
ing from Berlin; talked, on paper, in
this strange fashion:—"l have'labor-
iously built up a picture of the
brusque and formal German rattling
his sabre. . . . And, talking about
sabres: It seems impossible we should
have any quarrel with the kindly, intel-
ligent, art-loving folk, whose civilisa-

in so many obvious respects
superior to our own." And so on. Well,
well!
Yesterday's cables contained the

usual percentage of polite fiction. Wit-
ness the story of a private in the Gor-
don Highlanders. It is one of the most
egregiously absurd "stories" that has
yet been perpetrated. Doubters should
re-read the narrative closely.
THE OVERNIGHT NEWS,/
Beyond the fact, that the German

right was still falling back, the news
from the Marne zone of war up till yes-
terday evening was nil. The over-night
cables confirm the conclusion arrived at
above with respect to the Mons exploit.
A message from Rome announces the
invasion of Silesia by the victorious
Third Russian Army. That the Russians
have penetrated South-Eastern Germauy
is made evident by the High Commis-
sfrmer '3 statement that the fall of Bres-
lau is imminent. If the Kaiser's lug-
gage was labelled "Berlin to Paris," as
alleged, he will soon need new direc-
tions on his "grips" and hat-boxes.
For Cracow, it is said, lias been evacu-
ated, Poland is clear of Germans and.
Austrians, and Breslau is threatened.
If all be true, this is great and good
news.
Meanwhile the enemy is vanishingfrom North-Western Prance, and Bel-

gium—may-be drawn by the huge mag-
net in the east that is made of countless
Russian bayoneta#

C.A.M.

THE WESTERN FRONTIER.

Map showing points of contact between the Russian and the Austro-German roxces,
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THE FINEST COUGH REMEDY,
EASILY PREPARED AT HOME.

HEAN'S ESSENCE, WATER, AND
SWEETENING ARE ALL YOU

REQUIRE.
Making good cough mixture at home

is now quite a simple 'process. ».

It is merely a matter of obtaining a
bottle of Heaii's. adding'
to it the necessary water ami .sweeten-
ing. The resulting cough mixture,is.;the
finest you can possibly .obtain.,- The
money-saving is tremendous.
The finished preparation is so good,

pure, harmless, effective and wonder-
fully cheap that there is no wonder
Hean's Essence is popular everywhere.
The price is 2/- a bottle. It saves from
nine to ten shillings for the home.

< 'Kindly send at once 12 dozen
Hean's Essence. I have never had .1
seller to equal it. Your idea of putting
up a cough mixture in this concentrated
form, and thus saving so much money,
is appreciated by my customers.—W. J.
Hill, Auckland.''
"Kindly forward another bottle of

Hean's Essence. We have derived great
benefit from the pint of cough mixture
we made from the previous bottle. —
Mrs Serle, Taringamatu."
"Please, send another bottle of your

famous Hean's Essence. The mixture
is splendid.—A. McDonald, Pongaroa."
Be sure you get Hean 's Essence.

That is the chief point for you to
watch. Hean's Essence does not con-
tain any poison such as paregoric, or
laudanum, or morphia, or chlorody ne,
or opium, ete? It is pure, harmless, ef-
fective, easing, soothing, and wonder-
fully economical. Hean's Essence is
now sold by most chemists and grocers,
but if yours does not yet stock it he
can easily obtain from his wholesaler
for you, or post free on receipt of price,
2/-, "from G...W. Hean, Chemist, Wanga-
nui. 55

RETREAT BECOMES ROUT
r.; GERMANS RETIRING RAPIDLY

GREAT DEMORALISATION AND DISORDER

PURSUIT VIGOROUSLY PRESSED.

BELGIANS PUSH THE ENEMY BACK.

RUSSIANS BEAT AUSTRIANS AND MARCH TOWARDS BERLIN.

The latest cable from the High Commissioner contains the satis-
factory announcement, apparently emanating from the War Office,
that the Germans are retiring rapidly and in some disorder, with certain
signs of demoralisation.

The huge battle in the centre is still raging, the enemy being
reported to be still retiring there.

The Germans have been driven back to the environs of Louvain by
th« Belgians, who continue to harry them in the retreat.

Prom Stockholm comes the report of a naval battle between the
German and Russian fleet, but as yet it has not been confirmed.

The Austrians have evacuated Cracow, and the Russians are said
to.be marching towards*Berlin; while the capture of Breslau is said to
be imminent. ',.•»''.>

Some fighting has taken place in British Central Africa, where
Germans crossed the border and were repulsed with losses on both sides.

By Cablt.—Press Association.—Copyright

ENEMY'S RAPID RETREAT.
/ betire in some disobdeb.

?ursttit vigorously pressed,

boys. The German ;artillery,£re emptied
but few saddles, and the guns seemed
within reach of the leaders, when sud-
denly came tragedy full in the face of
the oncoming cavalry. The Germans
opened a murderous fire from twenty
concealed machine guns, at a distance of
not more than 150 yards. The yieomte
de Vauvineux, who rode with the bri-
gade as interpreter, was instantly killed,
while the bulk of the brigade sweryeVl
to the right for a hundred yards across
the face of the guns. A few rode des-
perately on, bearing charmed lives, but
only for a few yards. Wire entangle-
ments were buried in the grass thirty
yards in front of the guns, and, riding
full into these, the riders fell, and were*
taken prisoners.
Three regiments of the best British

cavalry went into the charge, and at the
end only 220 were mustered out of the
Lancers Regiment. Eighteenth Hvs-
safs arid the Fourth J}rago6ns also suf-
fered severely, but not to the s&nie ex-
tent.

TRIUMPHANT OFFENSIVE.
BELGIANS ROUT GERMANS.
'

VIGOROUS ACTION FROM

"The High Commissioner reports:—
The War Office reports that the

general retreat of the enemy • con-
tinued yesterday. Between pri-
soners and wounded, the British
captured 1500, besides several guns,
Maxims, and a large quantity., of
transport.
The enemy are retiring rap-/

Idly east of Soissons, in some disor-
der.
The War Office, in a later dis-

patch, stated that yesterday's cap-
tures were higher than was report-
ed, considerable bodies of infantry
being found hiding in the woods,

'k having been left behind owing to
the rapid retirement of their forces;
\ They surrendered at sight.

~ This, and the rifling of villages
and the evidences of drunkenness,
point to the demoralisation of the
routed enemy.
The pursuit is being vigorously

pressed.

WITH GREAT VIOLENCE.
■ • .

©BEAT BATTLE CONTINUES. ....

ALLIES. PURSUE RETREATING
ENEMY.

(Reeeived September 12; 9.5 a.m.)
PABIS, September 11.

"*A eommuniqne states: On the left
Wing the Anglo-French forces crossed
th« Marne, pursuing the retreating
e»«my. The British captured many pri-
mbcts and machine guns during the

ANTWERP.
LONDON, September 10.

The Belgians have assumed a trium-
phant offensive from Antwerp, driving
the Germans back to the vicinity of
Louvain.

AMSTERDAM, September 10.
The Belgians continue to take a vig-

orous offensive, and have driven the
Germans from the neighbourhood of
Aerschot andDiest, capturing three
hundred prisoners,

ROTTERDAM, September 10,*•!» days'* battle. The Allies in this
jucaa advanced upwards of sixty kil©-

' .-VMtres.
. The army of the centre repulsed the
Prussian Guards. The action continues
■with great violence.

A MASTERLY RETREAT.
GREAT WORK BY CAVALRY.

OFFICER'S HEEOIC DEATH.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
j LONDON, September 11.

Judges and lawyers at Brussels struck
because General von der Goltz, Military
Governor, placed guns in front of the
Palaise de Justice, and would not al-
low people to attend without passes.

* JBACK TO LOUVAIN.

BELGIANS' STILL WINNING.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.in.)
OSTEND, Septenibsr 11.

The Belgians have driven the Ger-
mans back to the environs of Louvain.

A COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL.
GERMANS MARCH TOWARDS

FRANCE.

HARASSED BY THE BELGIANS.
(Received September 12, 10.50 a.m.)

ANTWERP, September 11.

Throughout the whole of the British
*«treat the cavalry foiled every German
effort to capture the retreating trans-
port, stamping the operation as one of
the most successful in the history of the
British Army.
Major-General Allenby, the cavalry

■emmander, sympathising- with Lady
"Dm Crespigny on the death of her son,
•ays:—"On the Queen's Bays fell the
brunt of the fighting on September 1.
Your son held an important tactical
position, and died like a hero. He held
the position till every man was killed
or wounded."

The Germans have completely evacu-
ated the region of the Scheldt between
Antwerp and Ghent. One of the Ger-
man corps is marching towards France
after engagements on the right bank
of the Scheldt in the triangle formed
by Oudenarde, Courtrai, and Renaix.
The Belgians are pursuing and harass-
ing the retreating force.

[The Second Dragoon Guards are
known as the Queen's Bays, and the
officer mentioned was Lieutenant C. N.

de Crespigny.]

LANCERS MEET TRAGEDY.
MOWN DOWN LIKE GRASS.

JL MURDEROUS DEATH-TRAP.

(Received September 12, 8.50 a.m.)
LONDON, September 11.

Details o£ the Ninth Lancers' charge,
mention of which was made early in the
Month, show that the Lancers went into
action singing and shouting like school-

— .. 1 .. —?

"A stitch in time saves nine," and
1/10 spent on a bottle of Baxter's Lung

■'■'-. Preserver often saves a large bill from
the doctor. Lung Preserver is a cough
and cold remedy of fifty years' standr
ing, and one that never fails to cure
even the most stubborn colds. Get a
bottle from your chemist or storekeeper,
or send direct to J. Baxter and Co.,
Chemists, Christchurch. .192

CAN'T YOU STOP IT?
Loasby's "Stop It" is the same to-

day as it was years ago. It is a real
o-ood cough mixture which relieves old
stubborn tickling coughs just as easily
as it does the recent ones. Loasby's
'' Stop It'' has been proved to be effec-
tual. It has been before the public for
years, and its sale is increasing every
year till now it stands out as the "great
cough cure''. that I proclaimed it to be
seven years ago. It acts quickly. It
stops the cough and expels the phlegm
easily. It soothes the lungs and bron-
chial tubes—no medicine can do more,
and I do not know of another cough
cure that acts so well. Loasby 's '' Stop
It," 1/6, 2/6, and- 4/6 (larger bottles
are the cheaper), from all chemists and
grocers. Wholesale agent: H. F. Stevens,
and all merchants; or direct from A. M.
Loasby, The Only Prescribing Chemist,
679 Colombo Street; Christchurch. ,38

DESOLATION UNSPEAKABLE.

A CITY OF THE DEAD.

THE BATTLE OF MEAUX.

"Times" and "Sydney Sun" Services.
(Received September 12, 8 a.m.)

! LONDON, September 11.
t The "Daily Mail's" Paris correspon-
tdent describes coming upon the battle
fof Meaux with astonishing suddenness.
■He says:—

Our car rounded a hill overlooking
the little town and in the valley be-

j fore us were dense white balloons of
I smoke from the exploding shells,
I fleecy little coveys of shrapnel burst-
l ing in the air, and showers of blacks; earth ripped out of the solid ground.
i Farmhouses and haystacks were flam-
| ing, and German aeroplanes were
| cruising overhead. It was a real
I battle at last. Descending into the
| town it was a pitiable sight to see
I the wrecked houses and streets. It
| was like a city of the dead. It was
j an odd experience to enter a house

* through a gap in a wall caused by
• a shell. All around was desolation

f unspeakable.

THE GERMAN FLEET.
STRONG SQUADRONS SIGHTED.

BATTLESHIPS NEAR GULF OF FIN-
LAND.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
STOCKHOLM, September 11.

Strong German squadrons were seen
(i;i Monday near the Islands cf Gotska
aiul Sando, steaming north-westwards.

battleships were seen npproaehihg
the Gulf of Finland on the same day.

NAVAL BATTLE REPORTED.
GERMANS AND RUSSIANS.

BITTER FEELING. IN GERMANY.

STOCKHOLM, September 11.
Reports are to hand of a naval battle

between the Germans and Russians off
Aland Island. ,

Letters from Berlin state that crowds
outside the newspaper offices are He-
vouring the bulletins, which are report-
ing the capture of Russian army, corps,
of 30,000, 60,000, aiuf even 90,000 men.
Every English and French name has

disappeared from the. streets, and the
hotels have been re-named. The clock
faces showing the time at the principal
capitals have the hands London, Paris,
and St. Petersburg pasted oyer.

WHEN THE MAINZ WAS SUNK.
BRITISH RESERVISTS ABOARD.
HOISTING THE WHITE FLAG.

(Received September 12, 9.55 a.m.)
LONDON, September 11.

A British petty officer states that the
first shots at the German cruiser Mainz

from the British destroyers swept the
upper decks. The Germans hoisted the
white flag, and therefore two British de-
stroyers were going alongside. The
Mainz was now sinking, when the cap-
tain ordered the crew to fire the only
gun left. The crew refused, and there-
upon the captain jumped off the bridge
and fired it himself. He then shot at
the crew.
The commander and some of the sig-

nalmen of the destroyer were killed.
The Mainz had aboard three British

Naval Reserve men,' who were serving
in a German liner when the war broke
out. They narrate how, when one of
two brothers, who were stokers on the
Mainz, was injured by the British shot,
the uninjured one endeavoured to carry
his brother up on deck,. A German en-
gineer shot the uninjured brother.

GERMAN BARBARITIES.
CRUEL TREATMENT OP

PRISONERS.

OUTSPOKEN JOURNAL IN BERLIN.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
AMSTERDAM, September 11.

The German Socialist organ, "Vor-
waerts," says that war prisoners are
now being treated badly in Germany.
The journal cites the case of a male
nurse who was flogged for making a
dying Frenchman's will, and a fatal
attack on a Belgian clergyman, who
was accompanying the war prisoners
at the camp.at Saxony, on the ground
that he had incited a civilian attack on
Germans in Belgium. . (
The" ".Vorwaerts.?:'■' asks whether the

troops have not been instructed to af-
ford proper protection to war pri-
soners;' ■ -c ■-..■;.■

POLES' TERRIBLE VENGEANCE.
DYNAMITE IN COAL TRUCKS,

COSSACKS WEicK ARMOURED.
TRAIN.

(Received September 12, 11.50 a.m.) j
PETROGRAD, September .11.

The Polish miners at Bendin, who
were compelled by the Germans to load
coal into trucks, concealed dynamite
in each truck with an appalling result.
A military train 'was completely de-
stroyed ami an ammunition factory
blown up.

Cossacks wrecked an armoured train
near Chenstokoff and practically anni-
hilatedthe'Germans in it. They also
captured several quickfirers.

SANGUINARY FIGHTING.
RUSSIAN SUCCESS DEVELOPS.

REINFORCEMENTS FOR THE
GERMANS.

PETROGRAD, September 11.
Large German forces have detrained

at Tehestochow.
A communique says that the success

gained over ] the Austro-Hungarian
7

army in the Orasnik district is develop-
ing rapidly. Sanguinary fighting is
progressing on the Tomaszov-Ravarus-
ska front to the Dneister.

RUSSIANS TAKE BOOTY.
VALUABLE CAPTURES.

"Times" and "Sydney Sun" Services.
(Received September 12, 8 a.m.)

PETROGRAD, September 11.
The booty taken by the Russians at

Nikolaicff included a whole train, hun-
dreds of provision waggons, and bat-
teries of artillery with ammunition.

IF TURKEY JOINS GERMANY.
SMALL POWERS' ACTION.
RUMANIA, GREECE, AND

BULGARIA AGREE.
(Received September 12, 10.50 a.m.)

ROME, September 11.
The ''Corriera Italia's'' Bucharest

dispatch states that Rumania, Bulgaria,
and Greece have agreed on a common
action should Turkey act in favour of
Germany.

TROOP TRAIN DERAILED.
FALLS OVER EMBANKMENT.

DISASTER IN AFRICA.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
CAPETOWN, September 11.

A colonial troop train was derailed at
the Hex River Pass, and capsized over
an embankment.
Three were killed and a number in-

jured. .'.'".'■;•

FIVE HUNDRED TROOPS ABOARD.
THIRTEEN MEN KILLED.

(Received September 12, ,9.55 a.m.)
CAPE TOWN, September 11.

.
Five hundred of the Kaffrarian Rifles

were on the train. At dusk it was
crawling down the steep, winding pass,
and the engine left the rails on a curve.
Ten coaches followed, and' toppled . 20
feet.
Thirteen were killed.
Tremendous efforts were made to clear

the line, which is a single one, as ten
urgent trains, en route to Cape Town,
were held up.

LEISURELY JAPANESE.
TAKING TIME:' AT TSING-TAO.

SHIPMENTS TO THE FAR EAST.
"Times" and "Sydney Sun" Services.
(Received September 12, 8 a.m.)

LONDON, September 11.
The Japanese Embassy says that in

order tq prevent needless 'loss, the
Japanese intend to conduct the opera-
tions at Tsing-Tao in a leisurely
manner.
The natives have ceased selling pro-

visions to the garrison.

The commercial attache in Japan has
cabled to the Board of Trade suggest-
ing that firms transacting business with
Japan should consult exchange brokers
with a view to having shipments" to the
Far East financed. The attitude of
Japanese banks is exceedingly cautious.

FLOODS SPREADING INLAND.

INVESTMENT DELAYED FOR
MONTHS.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
PEKING, September 21.

The floods surrounding Tsing-Tao are
spreading inland, and will probably de-
lay the investment for several months.
The stronghold is now only approachable
in boats.

OVERSEAS RESPONSE.

RECOGNITION IN ENGLAND.

AN INDISCREET LORD PROVOST.

(Received September 12, 9.4 a.m.)
..'"',, LONDON, September 11.

The Liverpool Chamber of Commerce
carried a resolution of gratitude for
the magnificent rally of the overseas
lands to the Motherland.
Mauritius planters have offered a

million pounds of sugar to the Navy,
and a similar quantity to the Army.
The Government has accepted the offer.
At a citizens ' meeting at Glasgow

Lord Provost Stevenson raised a. storm
of indignation by?expressing the hope
that nothing would be said or done in
Britain during the war which would
hamper the restoration of friendly re-
lationship with Germany.
Mr McKinnon ;Wood,. Secretary to

Scotland, declares.:.,' 'The Kaiser has
blown the war trumpet, and not one
portion of the British Empire has
failed to respond.'.'
.Lord Curzon declared that the In-
dians were, coming because the Empire
stood for justice, uprightness, mercy,
and truth, and Indians did not desire a
change to the Prussian sabre and the
jackboots of the German infantry. He
would like to see the Bengal Lancers
fluttering down the streets of Berlin,
and the Ghurkas making themselves at
ease in the gardens of Potsdam.

TRADE WITH THE ENEMY.
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT'S BILL.

SOME SEVERE RESTRICTIONS.

(Received September ,12, 9.40 a.m.)
„ LONDON, September 11.

The Government's Bill prohibiting
trade with the enemy inflicts penalties
up to seven years' penal servitude and
fines of £SOO. Company directors and
officers are liable.. The Board of 'Trade
is empowered to inspect the books of
firms of, which a partner 'is, or was,;
immediately before the war, the
enemy's ■ subjects, and companies of
which the enemy's subjects hold one-
third of the shares.

STILL FALLING BACK.
GERMAN RETIREMENT HARRIED.

BRITISH INFLICT MUCH'LOSS.

LONDON, September 10.
Keuter's Paris agent says the Ger-:

mans have completely evacuated the
north-west of France, except for small
parties of Uhlans, who are gradually
being driven eastward. . \

Traffic on the northern railways has
been partially resumed. Trains went
yesterday to districts where recently
there was heavy fighting, and foun<i
them clear of the enemy.
The High Commissioner reports:—
Official: General French reports thai

the battle continued throughout yes- .
terday. The enemy has been driven
back all along, the line. The British
First Army Corps has buried two hun«*
dred Germans, and taken twelve Maxim
guns arid some prisoners. The British
Second Army Corps has captured 350
prisoners and a battery of German
guns' The Germans have suffered se-
verely, aucl their men are said to be
very exhausted. The British have
crossed the River Marne in a northerly
direction.

GERMANS ADMIT DEFEAT.
GENERAL REPORTS RETIREMENT.

KAISER 'S .SON WOUNDED.

BORDEAUX, September 11.
A decree has been issued,* command-

ing all who for various reasons have
been exempt from military service •to
submit to a further medical examina-
tion.

PARIS, September 11.
It is reported that many bodies of

Germans still remain in the wooded
country within the triangle formed by
Senlis, Gonshe (?), and Dammartin. It
is believed that they amount in all to
an Army Corps, also that they are cut
off from the main body by the Allies be-
tween Compeigne and Meaux, and are
enclosed on the west.

AMSTERDAM, September 11.
An official telegram from Berlin saya

that General von Stein announces that
the army which had crossed the Marne
east of Paris was heavily attacked by
the enemy between Paris, Meaux, and
Montmirail./ Eighting lasted tAVo days.
The army had cheeked the enemy, and"
even advanced, but stronger 'hostile
columns arrived, and the- enemy won
the battle, obliging the Germans to
retire. Fifty guns were captured, and
some thousands Of prisoners.
It is officially announced in Berlin

that Prince Joachim, one ; of the
Kaiser's, sons, while serving as aide-de-
camp in the firing line, was wounded
by a shrapnel,bullet in the thighi •
• The "Cologne Gazette" says a thou-,,
sand English soldiers are prisoners at
Douberuz, the military exercise ground
of Berlin. They are well treated. The
"Gazette" opposes the officers being al-
lowed to play tennis. They would be
better occupied in-thinking of the sins
of their country, which has played at
war with Germany.: ' ",

' f •

"HELL'S OWN WdRK."
IRON WALL OF GERMANS.

FUSILIER'S EXCITING STORY.

LONDON, September 10.
A wounded Munster Fusilier says:—.

"The Germans—horse, foot, and artil-
lery—came at ns from all points, and
the air was thick with screaming,
shouting men, waving swords and blaz-
ing away like blue murder. Our lads
stood up to them without sign of fear,
and received the cavalry with fixed
bayonets, the rear ranks firing steadily.
The enemy collected all round us, until
there was hardly a hole which a mouse
could get through. Then the hardest ~

fight occurred. We wouldn't surrender,
and tried our hardest to cut thfough the
iron-wall of Germans. It was hell's owb )

work.' If the battalion was wiped out.
it fought to-the last gasp, and the Ger-

THE GAME OF WAR.
MONS AND ITS TRAGEDY.

GERMAN STRATEGISTS OUTWIT
JOFFRE.

Specially\ritten for THE SUN.'
"Mods and its Tragedy" is not too

severe a heading-—it might easily have
been a catastrophe if the "Tommies"
had not been so essentially British.
Field-Marshal General French (to

give him his full title) does not say so
in his* report, but, going back a fort-
night or so, and piecing things to-
gether, the fireside campaigner must
come to the conclusion that Comman-
der-in-Chief Joffre took too much for
granted. Also General Michel, in com-
mand of Namur, played the waiting
game too long, and was shot "sitting"
—to use a sporting figure. Joffre—'

that is, the French general ,'staff—was
sadly to blame, as the writer insisted j
from the beginning, and as an attempt i
is made to show below.
Liege was to all intents and pur-

poses reduced, when Namur came under
siege gun fire. The British Expedi :
tionary Force, as General French re-
counts, on August 22, received his or-
ders to take up a position in "Belgium
on a line extending from Conde through
Mons and Biuche—a line practically
parallel with the Sambre River, and
which, if continued, would bisect, Na-
mur. A French force overlooked the
Sambre River, while six or seven army
corps watched the German centre in
front of Belgian Luxemburg. Well,
tnen_jt appears that the French got in
touch with Namur; obviously relief
was intended.
The success of the Allies' forward

movement depended on the strength of
the German right wing. In this Joffrc
took too much for granted. The huge
army that had been thrown through
Luxemburg had disappeared—at least
a great part of it had vanished. Where?
The French centre sat tight, never
dreaming but what the full force of
the opposing centre was where the
original German plans fixed it. But
one fine day, when the German Intelli-
gence Staff had made sure of its

ground, German army-.corps were sur-
reptitiously transported from Luxem-
burg, thrown across the Meuse between
Nan'uir and Liege, or flung across the
river to the north of Liege, the reduc-
tion of the northern forts making the
latter passage possible. Joffre's plan
of attack did not bargain for this tre-
mendous addition to the German right
wing, but one day we heard of countless
German soldiers tramping through past
Brussels—some heading direct west:
the enveloping movement; others
south-west, converging on Charleroi.
CHANGE OF TACTICS.
The reader had best recall the dis-

positions o£&& Allien according to th«

hints given/ Joffre concentrated on the
centre, leaving only an attenuated left
wing to face the enemy in Belgium. If
the German strategists had not changed
their plan suddenly and decided to in-
vade NorthtEast France through 'Bel-
gium proper, making provision .accord-
ingly, then there had been no Mons,
and no bitter retreat from the originaJ
line. The German troops rushed fron
Luxemburg round to Brussels,, enable;
the enemy to achieve what they did.,
and, incidentally, to check temporarily
the Allies' scheme of campaign.
It is going back: over old ground t<

say that Michel, blundered at Namur
and that when Namur succumbed am
the invaders beat back the French
from the Sambre, the British line
Conde-Mons-Bincfie, was exposed to tlu
full force of the strougly reinforced
enemy.
BRITISH RIGHT IN THE AIR.
Then the trouble started. Tlu

French, too strong where strength eouk
be spare I—in the centre—and too weak
where the early culminating attack wa-
delivered; were hurled back to Givet
leaving the British right in the air.
Three German army corps, soui'Miing
over 100,000 men, converged on the
comparative handful of Britishers with
thrust after thrust. A fourth army
corps was working round N.W. of Mons,
with an obvious purpose. The danger
of envelopment and complete annihila-
tion was imminent. The French were
still/retiring before the heavy pressure
.of an overwhelming force. Lieut.-Gen-
eral Smith-Dorrien, faced with two
army corps and Hanked by a third, des-

pcrately fought his way back to a new
position. That he did so gallantly was
the salvation of General French andhis
divisions had been crumpled u|), then
the Britishers would have been cut to
pieces. ..-

3ALLANT SMITH-DOSRIJBN.
No relief being , forthcoming, the

'Tommies, "outnumbered in men and
,uus by about four to one, defied all
he efforts of four corps of first-line
German soldiers to break them or their
.'ront, According to General French,
o tremendous was the enemy's artil-
ery fire, so hotly did they press attack
ifter attack* that Sntith-Dorrien c'ould'
not possibly do what he was directed to
.1.0—to break off the action and retire.

Sunday, August 23, to Wednes-
lay, August 6, the enemy were held at
>ay, the Britishers receiving and in-
licting terrible punishment. Eventu-
ally, retirement was made in sound
ilignmcnt, the battered British artil-
lerists cqvering the retreat in conjunc-
tion with the cavalry.
This exploit, this heroic retreat, will

iive for ever in the minds and hearts
>£ those who fall in under the shadow of
the one Flag. The first German thrust
had gained some success, but at what
a cost! "Fortunately," comments
General French, '' the enemy had suf-
fered too heavily to pursue us ener-
getically, and the retreat continued till
August 28."
It was a close thing at Mons. Joffre's

mistake was an expensive matter for
the British troops, but it gave the
"Tommies" an opportunity to show the

vaunted German machine-made article
that British steel and British valour,
have not depreciated a whit. The
Teutons received a bitter lesson in gain-
ing a temporary advantage. Then- con.
tinuation school has been in working
order ever since.
SADNESS IN UNTER DEN LINDEN.
Since the last week in August much

has happened. The reinforced German
right army, after it had rested a while
and recuperated, rolled down within
sight of Paris. At the latest reports, itwas being rolled back before a tide of
defensive men who have become offen-
sive at the psychological moment. It
is being chased and harried even as it
harried and chased the <' Tommies \ '—*

"chased" is hardly the word—the re-ports yesterday announcing retirement
along the line. The readers in this part
of the globe can have no conceptionof the slaughter that has resulted, par-ticularly. since the really great contest
began east of Paris. Anyway, Ger-many (it is announced via New York)is in the deepest mourning. Every daythe black lists grow appallingly long.There are no wild roygterers shoutingthe "Ode to the Sword" in Unter den
Linden to-day. The elderly citizen isnot now aroused ere cockcrow by thetaxis full of belated revellers speedingunder the morning star and makingdawn hideous. Those days and nights
are gone. The entrancing Tiergarten
with its wonderful rose-bowers is no
longer thronged,
"TALKING ABOUT SABRES.''
It is only a matter of a couple of

months since an English journalist, writ-
ing from Berlin; talked, on paper, in
this strange fashion:—"l have'labor-
iously built up a picture of the
brusque and formal German rattling
his sabre. . . . And, talking about
sabres: It seems impossible we should
have any quarrel with the kindly, intel-
ligent, art-loving folk, whose civilisa-

in so many obvious respects
superior to our own." And so on. Well,
well!
Yesterday's cables contained the

usual percentage of polite fiction. Wit-
ness the story of a private in the Gor-
don Highlanders. It is one of the most
egregiously absurd "stories" that has
yet been perpetrated. Doubters should
re-read the narrative closely.
THE OVERNIGHT NEWS,/
Beyond the fact, that the German

right was still falling back, the news
from the Marne zone of war up till yes-
terday evening was nil. The over-night
cables confirm the conclusion arrived at
above with respect to the Mons exploit.
A message from Rome announces the
invasion of Silesia by the victorious
Third Russian Army. That the Russians
have penetrated South-Eastern Germauy
is made evident by the High Commis-
sfrmer '3 statement that the fall of Bres-
lau is imminent. If the Kaiser's lug-
gage was labelled "Berlin to Paris," as
alleged, he will soon need new direc-
tions on his "grips" and hat-boxes.
For Cracow, it is said, lias been evacu-
ated, Poland is clear of Germans and.
Austrians, and Breslau is threatened.
If all be true, this is great and good
news.
Meanwhile the enemy is vanishingfrom North-Western Prance, and Bel-

gium—may-be drawn by the huge mag-
net in the east that is made of countless
Russian bayoneta#

C.A.M.

THE WESTERN FRONTIER.

Map showing points of contact between the Russian and the Austro-German roxces,
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THE FINEST COUGH REMEDY,
EASILY PREPARED AT HOME.

HEAN'S ESSENCE, WATER, AND
SWEETENING ARE ALL YOU

REQUIRE.
Making good cough mixture at home

is now quite a simple 'process. ».

It is merely a matter of obtaining a
bottle of Heaii's. adding'
to it the necessary water ami .sweeten-
ing. The resulting cough mixture,is.;the
finest you can possibly .obtain.,- The
money-saving is tremendous.
The finished preparation is so good,

pure, harmless, effective and wonder-
fully cheap that there is no wonder
Hean's Essence is popular everywhere.
The price is 2/- a bottle. It saves from
nine to ten shillings for the home.

< 'Kindly send at once 12 dozen
Hean's Essence. I have never had .1
seller to equal it. Your idea of putting
up a cough mixture in this concentrated
form, and thus saving so much money,
is appreciated by my customers.—W. J.
Hill, Auckland.''
"Kindly forward another bottle of

Hean's Essence. We have derived great
benefit from the pint of cough mixture
we made from the previous bottle. —
Mrs Serle, Taringamatu."
"Please, send another bottle of your

famous Hean's Essence. The mixture
is splendid.—A. McDonald, Pongaroa."
Be sure you get Hean 's Essence.

That is the chief point for you to
watch. Hean's Essence does not con-
tain any poison such as paregoric, or
laudanum, or morphia, or chlorody ne,
or opium, ete? It is pure, harmless, ef-
fective, easing, soothing, and wonder-
fully economical. Hean's Essence is
now sold by most chemists and grocers,
but if yours does not yet stock it he
can easily obtain from his wholesaler
for you, or post free on receipt of price,
2/-, "from G...W. Hean, Chemist, Wanga-
nui. 55

RETREAT BECOMES ROUT
r.; GERMANS RETIRING RAPIDLY

GREAT DEMORALISATION AND DISORDER

PURSUIT VIGOROUSLY PRESSED.

BELGIANS PUSH THE ENEMY BACK.

RUSSIANS BEAT AUSTRIANS AND MARCH TOWARDS BERLIN.

The latest cable from the High Commissioner contains the satis-
factory announcement, apparently emanating from the War Office,
that the Germans are retiring rapidly and in some disorder, with certain
signs of demoralisation.

The huge battle in the centre is still raging, the enemy being
reported to be still retiring there.

The Germans have been driven back to the environs of Louvain by
th« Belgians, who continue to harry them in the retreat.

Prom Stockholm comes the report of a naval battle between the
German and Russian fleet, but as yet it has not been confirmed.

The Austrians have evacuated Cracow, and the Russians are said
to.be marching towards*Berlin; while the capture of Breslau is said to
be imminent. ',.•»''.>

Some fighting has taken place in British Central Africa, where
Germans crossed the border and were repulsed with losses on both sides.

By Cablt.—Press Association.—Copyright

ENEMY'S RAPID RETREAT.
/ betire in some disobdeb.

?ursttit vigorously pressed,

boys. The German ;artillery,£re emptied
but few saddles, and the guns seemed
within reach of the leaders, when sud-
denly came tragedy full in the face of
the oncoming cavalry. The Germans
opened a murderous fire from twenty
concealed machine guns, at a distance of
not more than 150 yards. The yieomte
de Vauvineux, who rode with the bri-
gade as interpreter, was instantly killed,
while the bulk of the brigade sweryeVl
to the right for a hundred yards across
the face of the guns. A few rode des-
perately on, bearing charmed lives, but
only for a few yards. Wire entangle-
ments were buried in the grass thirty
yards in front of the guns, and, riding
full into these, the riders fell, and were*
taken prisoners.
Three regiments of the best British

cavalry went into the charge, and at the
end only 220 were mustered out of the
Lancers Regiment. Eighteenth Hvs-
safs arid the Fourth J}rago6ns also suf-
fered severely, but not to the s&nie ex-
tent.

TRIUMPHANT OFFENSIVE.
BELGIANS ROUT GERMANS.
'

VIGOROUS ACTION FROM

"The High Commissioner reports:—
The War Office reports that the

general retreat of the enemy • con-
tinued yesterday. Between pri-
soners and wounded, the British
captured 1500, besides several guns,
Maxims, and a large quantity., of
transport.
The enemy are retiring rap-/

Idly east of Soissons, in some disor-
der.
The War Office, in a later dis-

patch, stated that yesterday's cap-
tures were higher than was report-
ed, considerable bodies of infantry
being found hiding in the woods,

'k having been left behind owing to
the rapid retirement of their forces;
\ They surrendered at sight.

~ This, and the rifling of villages
and the evidences of drunkenness,
point to the demoralisation of the
routed enemy.
The pursuit is being vigorously

pressed.

WITH GREAT VIOLENCE.
■ • .

©BEAT BATTLE CONTINUES. ....

ALLIES. PURSUE RETREATING
ENEMY.

(Reeeived September 12; 9.5 a.m.)
PABIS, September 11.

"*A eommuniqne states: On the left
Wing the Anglo-French forces crossed
th« Marne, pursuing the retreating
e»«my. The British captured many pri-
mbcts and machine guns during the

ANTWERP.
LONDON, September 10.

The Belgians have assumed a trium-
phant offensive from Antwerp, driving
the Germans back to the vicinity of
Louvain.

AMSTERDAM, September 10.
The Belgians continue to take a vig-

orous offensive, and have driven the
Germans from the neighbourhood of
Aerschot andDiest, capturing three
hundred prisoners,

ROTTERDAM, September 10,*•!» days'* battle. The Allies in this
jucaa advanced upwards of sixty kil©-

' .-VMtres.
. The army of the centre repulsed the
Prussian Guards. The action continues
■with great violence.

A MASTERLY RETREAT.
GREAT WORK BY CAVALRY.

OFFICER'S HEEOIC DEATH.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
j LONDON, September 11.

Judges and lawyers at Brussels struck
because General von der Goltz, Military
Governor, placed guns in front of the
Palaise de Justice, and would not al-
low people to attend without passes.

* JBACK TO LOUVAIN.

BELGIANS' STILL WINNING.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.in.)
OSTEND, Septenibsr 11.

The Belgians have driven the Ger-
mans back to the environs of Louvain.

A COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL.
GERMANS MARCH TOWARDS

FRANCE.

HARASSED BY THE BELGIANS.
(Received September 12, 10.50 a.m.)

ANTWERP, September 11.

Throughout the whole of the British
*«treat the cavalry foiled every German
effort to capture the retreating trans-
port, stamping the operation as one of
the most successful in the history of the
British Army.
Major-General Allenby, the cavalry

■emmander, sympathising- with Lady
"Dm Crespigny on the death of her son,
•ays:—"On the Queen's Bays fell the
brunt of the fighting on September 1.
Your son held an important tactical
position, and died like a hero. He held
the position till every man was killed
or wounded."

The Germans have completely evacu-
ated the region of the Scheldt between
Antwerp and Ghent. One of the Ger-
man corps is marching towards France
after engagements on the right bank
of the Scheldt in the triangle formed
by Oudenarde, Courtrai, and Renaix.
The Belgians are pursuing and harass-
ing the retreating force.

[The Second Dragoon Guards are
known as the Queen's Bays, and the
officer mentioned was Lieutenant C. N.

de Crespigny.]

LANCERS MEET TRAGEDY.
MOWN DOWN LIKE GRASS.

JL MURDEROUS DEATH-TRAP.

(Received September 12, 8.50 a.m.)
LONDON, September 11.

Details o£ the Ninth Lancers' charge,
mention of which was made early in the
Month, show that the Lancers went into
action singing and shouting like school-

— .. 1 .. —?

"A stitch in time saves nine," and
1/10 spent on a bottle of Baxter's Lung

■'■'-. Preserver often saves a large bill from
the doctor. Lung Preserver is a cough
and cold remedy of fifty years' standr
ing, and one that never fails to cure
even the most stubborn colds. Get a
bottle from your chemist or storekeeper,
or send direct to J. Baxter and Co.,
Chemists, Christchurch. .192

CAN'T YOU STOP IT?
Loasby's "Stop It" is the same to-

day as it was years ago. It is a real
o-ood cough mixture which relieves old
stubborn tickling coughs just as easily
as it does the recent ones. Loasby's
'' Stop It'' has been proved to be effec-
tual. It has been before the public for
years, and its sale is increasing every
year till now it stands out as the "great
cough cure''. that I proclaimed it to be
seven years ago. It acts quickly. It
stops the cough and expels the phlegm
easily. It soothes the lungs and bron-
chial tubes—no medicine can do more,
and I do not know of another cough
cure that acts so well. Loasby 's '' Stop
It," 1/6, 2/6, and- 4/6 (larger bottles
are the cheaper), from all chemists and
grocers. Wholesale agent: H. F. Stevens,
and all merchants; or direct from A. M.
Loasby, The Only Prescribing Chemist,
679 Colombo Street; Christchurch. ,38

DESOLATION UNSPEAKABLE.

A CITY OF THE DEAD.

THE BATTLE OF MEAUX.

"Times" and "Sydney Sun" Services.
(Received September 12, 8 a.m.)

! LONDON, September 11.
t The "Daily Mail's" Paris correspon-
tdent describes coming upon the battle
fof Meaux with astonishing suddenness.
■He says:—

Our car rounded a hill overlooking
the little town and in the valley be-

j fore us were dense white balloons of
I smoke from the exploding shells,
I fleecy little coveys of shrapnel burst-
l ing in the air, and showers of blacks; earth ripped out of the solid ground.
i Farmhouses and haystacks were flam-
| ing, and German aeroplanes were
| cruising overhead. It was a real
I battle at last. Descending into the
| town it was a pitiable sight to see
I the wrecked houses and streets. It
| was like a city of the dead. It was
j an odd experience to enter a house

* through a gap in a wall caused by
• a shell. All around was desolation

f unspeakable.

THE GERMAN FLEET.
STRONG SQUADRONS SIGHTED.

BATTLESHIPS NEAR GULF OF FIN-
LAND.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
STOCKHOLM, September 11.

Strong German squadrons were seen
(i;i Monday near the Islands cf Gotska
aiul Sando, steaming north-westwards.

battleships were seen npproaehihg
the Gulf of Finland on the same day.

NAVAL BATTLE REPORTED.
GERMANS AND RUSSIANS.

BITTER FEELING. IN GERMANY.

STOCKHOLM, September 11.
Reports are to hand of a naval battle

between the Germans and Russians off
Aland Island. ,

Letters from Berlin state that crowds
outside the newspaper offices are He-
vouring the bulletins, which are report-
ing the capture of Russian army, corps,
of 30,000, 60,000, aiuf even 90,000 men.
Every English and French name has

disappeared from the. streets, and the
hotels have been re-named. The clock
faces showing the time at the principal
capitals have the hands London, Paris,
and St. Petersburg pasted oyer.

WHEN THE MAINZ WAS SUNK.
BRITISH RESERVISTS ABOARD.
HOISTING THE WHITE FLAG.

(Received September 12, 9.55 a.m.)
LONDON, September 11.

A British petty officer states that the
first shots at the German cruiser Mainz

from the British destroyers swept the
upper decks. The Germans hoisted the
white flag, and therefore two British de-
stroyers were going alongside. The
Mainz was now sinking, when the cap-
tain ordered the crew to fire the only
gun left. The crew refused, and there-
upon the captain jumped off the bridge
and fired it himself. He then shot at
the crew.
The commander and some of the sig-

nalmen of the destroyer were killed.
The Mainz had aboard three British

Naval Reserve men,' who were serving
in a German liner when the war broke
out. They narrate how, when one of
two brothers, who were stokers on the
Mainz, was injured by the British shot,
the uninjured one endeavoured to carry
his brother up on deck,. A German en-
gineer shot the uninjured brother.

GERMAN BARBARITIES.
CRUEL TREATMENT OP

PRISONERS.

OUTSPOKEN JOURNAL IN BERLIN.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
AMSTERDAM, September 11.

The German Socialist organ, "Vor-
waerts," says that war prisoners are
now being treated badly in Germany.
The journal cites the case of a male
nurse who was flogged for making a
dying Frenchman's will, and a fatal
attack on a Belgian clergyman, who
was accompanying the war prisoners
at the camp.at Saxony, on the ground
that he had incited a civilian attack on
Germans in Belgium. . (
The" ".Vorwaerts.?:'■' asks whether the

troops have not been instructed to af-
ford proper protection to war pri-
soners;' ■ -c ■-..■;.■

POLES' TERRIBLE VENGEANCE.
DYNAMITE IN COAL TRUCKS,

COSSACKS WEicK ARMOURED.
TRAIN.

(Received September 12, 11.50 a.m.) j
PETROGRAD, September .11.

The Polish miners at Bendin, who
were compelled by the Germans to load
coal into trucks, concealed dynamite
in each truck with an appalling result.
A military train 'was completely de-
stroyed ami an ammunition factory
blown up.

Cossacks wrecked an armoured train
near Chenstokoff and practically anni-
hilatedthe'Germans in it. They also
captured several quickfirers.

SANGUINARY FIGHTING.
RUSSIAN SUCCESS DEVELOPS.

REINFORCEMENTS FOR THE
GERMANS.

PETROGRAD, September 11.
Large German forces have detrained

at Tehestochow.
A communique says that the success

gained over ] the Austro-Hungarian
7

army in the Orasnik district is develop-
ing rapidly. Sanguinary fighting is
progressing on the Tomaszov-Ravarus-
ska front to the Dneister.

RUSSIANS TAKE BOOTY.
VALUABLE CAPTURES.

"Times" and "Sydney Sun" Services.
(Received September 12, 8 a.m.)

PETROGRAD, September 11.
The booty taken by the Russians at

Nikolaicff included a whole train, hun-
dreds of provision waggons, and bat-
teries of artillery with ammunition.

IF TURKEY JOINS GERMANY.
SMALL POWERS' ACTION.
RUMANIA, GREECE, AND

BULGARIA AGREE.
(Received September 12, 10.50 a.m.)

ROME, September 11.
The ''Corriera Italia's'' Bucharest

dispatch states that Rumania, Bulgaria,
and Greece have agreed on a common
action should Turkey act in favour of
Germany.

TROOP TRAIN DERAILED.
FALLS OVER EMBANKMENT.

DISASTER IN AFRICA.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
CAPETOWN, September 11.

A colonial troop train was derailed at
the Hex River Pass, and capsized over
an embankment.
Three were killed and a number in-

jured. .'.'".'■;•

FIVE HUNDRED TROOPS ABOARD.
THIRTEEN MEN KILLED.

(Received September 12, ,9.55 a.m.)
CAPE TOWN, September 11.

.
Five hundred of the Kaffrarian Rifles

were on the train. At dusk it was
crawling down the steep, winding pass,
and the engine left the rails on a curve.
Ten coaches followed, and' toppled . 20
feet.
Thirteen were killed.
Tremendous efforts were made to clear

the line, which is a single one, as ten
urgent trains, en route to Cape Town,
were held up.

LEISURELY JAPANESE.
TAKING TIME:' AT TSING-TAO.

SHIPMENTS TO THE FAR EAST.
"Times" and "Sydney Sun" Services.
(Received September 12, 8 a.m.)

LONDON, September 11.
The Japanese Embassy says that in

order tq prevent needless 'loss, the
Japanese intend to conduct the opera-
tions at Tsing-Tao in a leisurely
manner.
The natives have ceased selling pro-

visions to the garrison.

The commercial attache in Japan has
cabled to the Board of Trade suggest-
ing that firms transacting business with
Japan should consult exchange brokers
with a view to having shipments" to the
Far East financed. The attitude of
Japanese banks is exceedingly cautious.

FLOODS SPREADING INLAND.

INVESTMENT DELAYED FOR
MONTHS.

(Received September 12, 9.5 a.m.)
PEKING, September 21.

The floods surrounding Tsing-Tao are
spreading inland, and will probably de-
lay the investment for several months.
The stronghold is now only approachable
in boats.

OVERSEAS RESPONSE.

RECOGNITION IN ENGLAND.

AN INDISCREET LORD PROVOST.

(Received September 12, 9.4 a.m.)
..'"',, LONDON, September 11.

The Liverpool Chamber of Commerce
carried a resolution of gratitude for
the magnificent rally of the overseas
lands to the Motherland.
Mauritius planters have offered a

million pounds of sugar to the Navy,
and a similar quantity to the Army.
The Government has accepted the offer.
At a citizens ' meeting at Glasgow

Lord Provost Stevenson raised a. storm
of indignation by?expressing the hope
that nothing would be said or done in
Britain during the war which would
hamper the restoration of friendly re-
lationship with Germany.
Mr McKinnon ;Wood,. Secretary to

Scotland, declares.:.,' 'The Kaiser has
blown the war trumpet, and not one
portion of the British Empire has
failed to respond.'.'
.Lord Curzon declared that the In-
dians were, coming because the Empire
stood for justice, uprightness, mercy,
and truth, and Indians did not desire a
change to the Prussian sabre and the
jackboots of the German infantry. He
would like to see the Bengal Lancers
fluttering down the streets of Berlin,
and the Ghurkas making themselves at
ease in the gardens of Potsdam.

TRADE WITH THE ENEMY.
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT'S BILL.

SOME SEVERE RESTRICTIONS.

(Received September ,12, 9.40 a.m.)
„ LONDON, September 11.

The Government's Bill prohibiting
trade with the enemy inflicts penalties
up to seven years' penal servitude and
fines of £SOO. Company directors and
officers are liable.. The Board of 'Trade
is empowered to inspect the books of
firms of, which a partner 'is, or was,;
immediately before the war, the
enemy's ■ subjects, and companies of
which the enemy's subjects hold one-
third of the shares.

STILL FALLING BACK.
GERMAN RETIREMENT HARRIED.

BRITISH INFLICT MUCH'LOSS.

LONDON, September 10.
Keuter's Paris agent says the Ger-:

mans have completely evacuated the
north-west of France, except for small
parties of Uhlans, who are gradually
being driven eastward. . \

Traffic on the northern railways has
been partially resumed. Trains went
yesterday to districts where recently
there was heavy fighting, and foun<i
them clear of the enemy.
The High Commissioner reports:—
Official: General French reports thai

the battle continued throughout yes- .
terday. The enemy has been driven
back all along, the line. The British
First Army Corps has buried two hun«*
dred Germans, and taken twelve Maxim
guns arid some prisoners. The British
Second Army Corps has captured 350
prisoners and a battery of German
guns' The Germans have suffered se-
verely, aucl their men are said to be
very exhausted. The British have
crossed the River Marne in a northerly
direction.

GERMANS ADMIT DEFEAT.
GENERAL REPORTS RETIREMENT.

KAISER 'S .SON WOUNDED.

BORDEAUX, September 11.
A decree has been issued,* command-

ing all who for various reasons have
been exempt from military service •to
submit to a further medical examina-
tion.

PARIS, September 11.
It is reported that many bodies of

Germans still remain in the wooded
country within the triangle formed by
Senlis, Gonshe (?), and Dammartin. It
is believed that they amount in all to
an Army Corps, also that they are cut
off from the main body by the Allies be-
tween Compeigne and Meaux, and are
enclosed on the west.

AMSTERDAM, September 11.
An official telegram from Berlin saya

that General von Stein announces that
the army which had crossed the Marne
east of Paris was heavily attacked by
the enemy between Paris, Meaux, and
Montmirail./ Eighting lasted tAVo days.
The army had cheeked the enemy, and"
even advanced, but stronger 'hostile
columns arrived, and the- enemy won
the battle, obliging the Germans to
retire. Fifty guns were captured, and
some thousands Of prisoners.
It is officially announced in Berlin

that Prince Joachim, one ; of the
Kaiser's, sons, while serving as aide-de-
camp in the firing line, was wounded
by a shrapnel,bullet in the thighi •
• The "Cologne Gazette" says a thou-,,
sand English soldiers are prisoners at
Douberuz, the military exercise ground
of Berlin. They are well treated. The
"Gazette" opposes the officers being al-
lowed to play tennis. They would be
better occupied in-thinking of the sins
of their country, which has played at
war with Germany.: ' ",

' f •

"HELL'S OWN WdRK."
IRON WALL OF GERMANS.

FUSILIER'S EXCITING STORY.

LONDON, September 10.
A wounded Munster Fusilier says:—.

"The Germans—horse, foot, and artil-
lery—came at ns from all points, and
the air was thick with screaming,
shouting men, waving swords and blaz-
ing away like blue murder. Our lads
stood up to them without sign of fear,
and received the cavalry with fixed
bayonets, the rear ranks firing steadily.
The enemy collected all round us, until
there was hardly a hole which a mouse
could get through. Then the hardest ~

fight occurred. We wouldn't surrender,
and tried our hardest to cut thfough the
iron-wall of Germans. It was hell's owb )

work.' If the battalion was wiped out.
it fought to-the last gasp, and the Ger-

THE GAME OF WAR.
MONS AND ITS TRAGEDY.

GERMAN STRATEGISTS OUTWIT
JOFFRE.

Specially\ritten for THE SUN.'
"Mods and its Tragedy" is not too

severe a heading-—it might easily have
been a catastrophe if the "Tommies"
had not been so essentially British.
Field-Marshal General French (to

give him his full title) does not say so
in his* report, but, going back a fort-
night or so, and piecing things to-
gether, the fireside campaigner must
come to the conclusion that Comman-
der-in-Chief Joffre took too much for
granted. Also General Michel, in com-
mand of Namur, played the waiting
game too long, and was shot "sitting"
—to use a sporting figure. Joffre—'

that is, the French general ,'staff—was
sadly to blame, as the writer insisted j
from the beginning, and as an attempt i
is made to show below.
Liege was to all intents and pur-

poses reduced, when Namur came under
siege gun fire. The British Expedi :
tionary Force, as General French re-
counts, on August 22, received his or-
ders to take up a position in "Belgium
on a line extending from Conde through
Mons and Biuche—a line practically
parallel with the Sambre River, and
which, if continued, would bisect, Na-
mur. A French force overlooked the
Sambre River, while six or seven army
corps watched the German centre in
front of Belgian Luxemburg. Well,
tnen_jt appears that the French got in
touch with Namur; obviously relief
was intended.
The success of the Allies' forward

movement depended on the strength of
the German right wing. In this Joffrc
took too much for granted. The huge
army that had been thrown through
Luxemburg had disappeared—at least
a great part of it had vanished. Where?
The French centre sat tight, never
dreaming but what the full force of
the opposing centre was where the
original German plans fixed it. But
one fine day, when the German Intelli-
gence Staff had made sure of its

ground, German army-.corps were sur-
reptitiously transported from Luxem-
burg, thrown across the Meuse between
Nan'uir and Liege, or flung across the
river to the north of Liege, the reduc-
tion of the northern forts making the
latter passage possible. Joffre's plan
of attack did not bargain for this tre-
mendous addition to the German right
wing, but one day we heard of countless
German soldiers tramping through past
Brussels—some heading direct west:
the enveloping movement; others
south-west, converging on Charleroi.
CHANGE OF TACTICS.
The reader had best recall the dis-

positions o£&& Allien according to th«

hints given/ Joffre concentrated on the
centre, leaving only an attenuated left
wing to face the enemy in Belgium. If
the German strategists had not changed
their plan suddenly and decided to in-
vade NorthtEast France through 'Bel-
gium proper, making provision .accord-
ingly, then there had been no Mons,
and no bitter retreat from the originaJ
line. The German troops rushed fron
Luxemburg round to Brussels,, enable;
the enemy to achieve what they did.,
and, incidentally, to check temporarily
the Allies' scheme of campaign.
It is going back: over old ground t<

say that Michel, blundered at Namur
and that when Namur succumbed am
the invaders beat back the French
from the Sambre, the British line
Conde-Mons-Bincfie, was exposed to tlu
full force of the strougly reinforced
enemy.
BRITISH RIGHT IN THE AIR.
Then the trouble started. Tlu

French, too strong where strength eouk
be spare I—in the centre—and too weak
where the early culminating attack wa-
delivered; were hurled back to Givet
leaving the British right in the air.
Three German army corps, soui'Miing
over 100,000 men, converged on the
comparative handful of Britishers with
thrust after thrust. A fourth army
corps was working round N.W. of Mons,
with an obvious purpose. The danger
of envelopment and complete annihila-
tion was imminent. The French were
still/retiring before the heavy pressure
.of an overwhelming force. Lieut.-Gen-
eral Smith-Dorrien, faced with two
army corps and Hanked by a third, des-

pcrately fought his way back to a new
position. That he did so gallantly was
the salvation of General French andhis
divisions had been crumpled u|), then
the Britishers would have been cut to
pieces. ..-

3ALLANT SMITH-DOSRIJBN.
No relief being , forthcoming, the

'Tommies, "outnumbered in men and
,uus by about four to one, defied all
he efforts of four corps of first-line
German soldiers to break them or their
.'ront, According to General French,
o tremendous was the enemy's artil-
ery fire, so hotly did they press attack
ifter attack* that Sntith-Dorrien c'ould'
not possibly do what he was directed to
.1.0—to break off the action and retire.

Sunday, August 23, to Wednes-
lay, August 6, the enemy were held at
>ay, the Britishers receiving and in-
licting terrible punishment. Eventu-
ally, retirement was made in sound
ilignmcnt, the battered British artil-
lerists cqvering the retreat in conjunc-
tion with the cavalry.
This exploit, this heroic retreat, will

iive for ever in the minds and hearts
>£ those who fall in under the shadow of
the one Flag. The first German thrust
had gained some success, but at what
a cost! "Fortunately," comments
General French, '' the enemy had suf-
fered too heavily to pursue us ener-
getically, and the retreat continued till
August 28."
It was a close thing at Mons. Joffre's

mistake was an expensive matter for
the British troops, but it gave the
"Tommies" an opportunity to show the

vaunted German machine-made article
that British steel and British valour,
have not depreciated a whit. The
Teutons received a bitter lesson in gain-
ing a temporary advantage. Then- con.
tinuation school has been in working
order ever since.
SADNESS IN UNTER DEN LINDEN.
Since the last week in August much

has happened. The reinforced German
right army, after it had rested a while
and recuperated, rolled down within
sight of Paris. At the latest reports, itwas being rolled back before a tide of
defensive men who have become offen-
sive at the psychological moment. It
is being chased and harried even as it
harried and chased the <' Tommies \ '—*

"chased" is hardly the word—the re-ports yesterday announcing retirement
along the line. The readers in this part
of the globe can have no conceptionof the slaughter that has resulted, par-ticularly. since the really great contest
began east of Paris. Anyway, Ger-many (it is announced via New York)is in the deepest mourning. Every daythe black lists grow appallingly long.There are no wild roygterers shoutingthe "Ode to the Sword" in Unter den
Linden to-day. The elderly citizen isnot now aroused ere cockcrow by thetaxis full of belated revellers speedingunder the morning star and makingdawn hideous. Those days and nights
are gone. The entrancing Tiergarten
with its wonderful rose-bowers is no
longer thronged,
"TALKING ABOUT SABRES.''
It is only a matter of a couple of

months since an English journalist, writ-
ing from Berlin; talked, on paper, in
this strange fashion:—"l have'labor-
iously built up a picture of the
brusque and formal German rattling
his sabre. . . . And, talking about
sabres: It seems impossible we should
have any quarrel with the kindly, intel-
ligent, art-loving folk, whose civilisa-

in so many obvious respects
superior to our own." And so on. Well,
well!
Yesterday's cables contained the

usual percentage of polite fiction. Wit-
ness the story of a private in the Gor-
don Highlanders. It is one of the most
egregiously absurd "stories" that has
yet been perpetrated. Doubters should
re-read the narrative closely.
THE OVERNIGHT NEWS,/
Beyond the fact, that the German

right was still falling back, the news
from the Marne zone of war up till yes-
terday evening was nil. The over-night
cables confirm the conclusion arrived at
above with respect to the Mons exploit.
A message from Rome announces the
invasion of Silesia by the victorious
Third Russian Army. That the Russians
have penetrated South-Eastern Germauy
is made evident by the High Commis-
sfrmer '3 statement that the fall of Bres-
lau is imminent. If the Kaiser's lug-
gage was labelled "Berlin to Paris," as
alleged, he will soon need new direc-
tions on his "grips" and hat-boxes.
For Cracow, it is said, lias been evacu-
ated, Poland is clear of Germans and.
Austrians, and Breslau is threatened.
If all be true, this is great and good
news.
Meanwhile the enemy is vanishingfrom North-Western Prance, and Bel-

gium—may-be drawn by the huge mag-
net in the east that is made of countless
Russian bayoneta#

C.A.M.

THE WESTERN FRONTIER.

Map showing points of contact between the Russian and the Austro-German roxces,
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THE FINEST COUGH REMEDY,
EASILY PREPARED AT HOME.

HEAN'S ESSENCE, WATER, AND
SWEETENING ARE ALL YOU

REQUIRE.
Making good cough mixture at home

is now quite a simple 'process. ».

It is merely a matter of obtaining a
bottle of Heaii's. adding'
to it the necessary water ami .sweeten-
ing. The resulting cough mixture,is.;the
finest you can possibly .obtain.,- The
money-saving is tremendous.
The finished preparation is so good,

pure, harmless, effective and wonder-
fully cheap that there is no wonder
Hean's Essence is popular everywhere.
The price is 2/- a bottle. It saves from
nine to ten shillings for the home.

< 'Kindly send at once 12 dozen
Hean's Essence. I have never had .1
seller to equal it. Your idea of putting
up a cough mixture in this concentrated
form, and thus saving so much money,
is appreciated by my customers.—W. J.
Hill, Auckland.''
"Kindly forward another bottle of

Hean's Essence. We have derived great
benefit from the pint of cough mixture
we made from the previous bottle. —
Mrs Serle, Taringamatu."
"Please, send another bottle of your

famous Hean's Essence. The mixture
is splendid.—A. McDonald, Pongaroa."
Be sure you get Hean 's Essence.

That is the chief point for you to
watch. Hean's Essence does not con-
tain any poison such as paregoric, or
laudanum, or morphia, or chlorody ne,
or opium, ete? It is pure, harmless, ef-
fective, easing, soothing, and wonder-
fully economical. Hean's Essence is
now sold by most chemists and grocers,
but if yours does not yet stock it he
can easily obtain from his wholesaler
for you, or post free on receipt of price,
2/-, "from G...W. Hean, Chemist, Wanga-
nui. 55On his role as war correspondent during WWI: “I was thoroughly and deeply ashamed of what I had written, 

for the very good reason that it was untrue. Almost all the official information was wrong. The vulgarity of enormous 
headlines and the enormity of one’s own name did not lessen the shame.” – correspondent William Beach Thomas, 1925

Defence of the Realm Act, 1914 

“We’re telling lies, we daren’t tell the 
public the truth, that we’re losing more 
officers than the Germans, and that it’s 
impossible to get through on the Western 
Front. You’ve seen the correspondents 
shepherded by Charteris [the director of 
military intelligence], they don’t know 
the truth, they don’t speak the truth 
and we know they don’t.” - Lord 
Ruthermore, newspaper owner 1917

Aug 5, 1914: 
No press at 
front, Press 
Bureau 
censors news

Aug. 8:  
DORA and 
official 
reporting

Press Bureau 
overwhelmed 
and delay in 
hard news

Press goes to 
front, many 
jailed, public 
demands 
news

Aug. 30: 
“great 
losses” with 
“victory," 
hurts US ties

Swinton 
hired, often 
wrote “exact 
reverse of 
truth”

June 1915, 
government 
hires six 
correspond-
ents

Press 
officially 
becomes an 
arm of the 
government 

News shift 
from 
uniformly 
optimistic to 
propaganda

Throughout: 
other nations 
follow suit, 
public 
distrust 

TIMELINE  

1899: At 
time of first 
popular 
newspaper, 
War Office 
foresees 
need for 
press 
control in 
wartime…
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Source: The Canadian Libraries Archive, image in public domain

Source: The National Archives, image in public domain

Source: All newspaper images sourced from the public domain The Times digital archive via Gale
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