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Abstract
Parents who are making decisions about
the education of their children can benefit
from a general awareness of the full range of
schooling options available to them. Although
the United States has seen its homeschooling
population grow to all-time highs in recent
years, many people are still unfamiliar
with what homeschooling is actually like
in practice. Some parents fail to recognize
homeschooling as a viable option because of
they are unfamiliar with its potential benefits,
standard homeschooling methods, and
resources for homeschooling families. This
thesis reviews the homeschooling research
literature and overviews relevant case studies
to inform a visual solution to this problem.
I developed a multifaceted information
campaign to demonstrate how graphic design
and visual media can be used to advance
awareness of homeschooling as a viable
option for education. The campaign provides
general information about the homeschool
movement and presents a picture of what
contemporary homeschooling looks like.
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Personal Motivations

Knowledge Gap

Ever since my daughter was born about a
year and a half ago, I have often found myself
thinking about her future education. It is
such a joy to see her eyes light up with excitement and curiosity when she makes a new
discovery. As we have weighed the pros and
cons of potential schooling options, my wife
and I have developed a great appreciation for
what the homeschool route has to offer. As a
former homeschooled student myself, I understand the freedom it can provide to families. It is my hope that this thesis can help to
advance cultural awareness of homeschooling so others can experience it as well.

The existing body of research literature
analyzes the increased prevalence of homeschooling in the United States and examines
key factors that influence the decision to
homeschool. However, there is a lack of research exploring ways to increase awareness
of homeschooling and its status as a viable
education option. This thesis aims to fill
this gap by showing how graphic design and
visual media can be used as tools to promote
homeschooling awareness.

Research Problem
Many parents in the United States prematurely dismiss homeschooling as a viable
option for their children’s education because
they are unfamiliar with its potential benefits,
various homeschooling methods, and helpful
resources for homeschooling families.

Significance
The research presented in this thesis can
be useful to homeschool advocacy groups
that encourage families to start homeschooling. It can also be useful to companies that
market products to the homeschooling community. Lastly, it can serve as an informative
resource for parents who want to learn more
about homeschooling.

Objectives
This thesis examines common factors that
positively and negatively influence the decision to homeschool and analyzes data regarding the homeschool movement in the
United States. The goal of the thesis is to
demonstrate how a strategic approach to
graphic design and visual media based on
research in these areas can help generate
greater awareness of homeschooling as a
viable option for education.
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Introduction

Rationale

Many parents with school-age children
are unaware of the potential benefits of
homeschooling, standard homeschooling
methods, and helpful resources available
to the homeschooling community. Unfamiliarity with these and other related topics
can cause parents, who may have otherwise
found homeschooling to be an excellent fit
for their children, to dismiss it altogether as
an option. This thesis aims to demonstrate
how this problem can be solved by using
graphic design and visual media to shine a
light on these topics. To arrive at a well-informed solution that can help advance awareness of homeschooling, some preliminary
research was conducted with an emphasis on
answering the following questions:

The thesis research focuses on several key
areas. It investigates various circumstances
that influence the decision to homeschool,
examines data regarding the increased
prevalence of homeschooling in the United
States, looks at demographic data from the
homeschooling community, and explores
resources designed to assist active and prospective homeschoolers. The research also
investigates how others have used graphic
design and visual media to increase awareness of homeschooling issues in the past.

1.

How many people homeschool in
the United States?

2.

What factors influence the decision
to homeschool?

3.

What are some common
homeschooling methods?

4.

What are some common
homeschooling resources?

5.

How do homeschoolers perform
academically?

6.

What are some common perceptions
about homeschooling?

Methods
A literature review was conducted to gain a
thorough understanding of the current body
of scholarly research on homeschooling. Significant areas of focus include the growth
of the homeschool movement in the United
States, common reasons for homeschooling,
standard homeschooling methods, popular
homeschooling resources, the academic performance of homeschoolers, and common
reasons for not homeschooling. Additionally, several case studies were conducted to
analyze previous attempts to raise awareness
of homeschooling issues. The visual design,
aesthetic style, and communicative approach
of each case are subjected to critical analysis.
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Summary of the
Literature Review
Increased
Homeschooling Rates
Recent studies indicate that more parents
are choosing to homeschool instead of enrolling their children in institutional public
or private schools. The total number of
homeschoolers in the United States has been
growing at a considerable rate for decades
(Ray, Should Educators Promote Homeschooling? 55). The recent expansion of the homeschool movement is well-documented. In
1999, there were approximately 850,000
homeschooled students in the United States
(National Center for Education Statistics).
By 2016, that number had risen to an estimated total of 1.7 million—accounting for
about 3% of all students between the ages of
5 and 17 (McQuiggan et al. 3).
In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic caused
significant disruptions to the school system
and sparked increased interest in alternative schooling options like homeschooling
(Eggleston and Fields; Ray, Should Educators
Promote Homeschooling? 55). That year, the
United States Census Bureau conducted a
survey to examine the impact of COVID-19
on homeschooling rates. The results indicate that 11.1% of households with schoolage children were actively homeschooling
in the fall of 2020 (Eggleston and Fields).
For purposes of comparison, the homeschooling rate in 2016 was only 3.3% (National Center for Education Statistics).
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By the Spring of 2021, the number of homeschooled students in the United States had
grown to about 5,000,000 (Ray, Should Educators Promote Homeschooling? 55). Eggleston
and Fields point out that “… in an unprecedented environment, families are seeking
solutions that will reliably meet their health
and safety needs, their childcare needs and
the learning and socio-emotional needs of
their children.”
In addition to the overall growth of the
homeschool movement, the cultural diversity of families opting out of public schools
is also growing (Hirsch 1). Survey data from
2016 indicate that White families made up
approximately 59% of the homeschooling
population in the United States. Hispanic
families accounted for 26%, Black families
for 8%, and Asian-American families for 3%
(McQuiggan et al. 3).
▼ Fig. 2.1
Breakdown of the Homeschooling
Population by Race in 2016
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Homeschooling rates have increased across
all these groups. In fact, from spring to fall
of 2020, the homeschooling rate among
Black households rose from 3.3% to 16.1%.
In the same period, the homeschooling rate
among Hispanic households rose from 6.2%
to 12.1%. The rate among Asian-American
households rose from 4.9% to 8.8%. The rate
increased from 5.7% to 9.7% among White
households (Eggleston and Fields).
▼ Fig. 2.2
Increased Homeschooling
Rates in 2020 by Race
  














Common Reasons
for Homeschooling
Parents choose to homeschool their children
for a wide variety of reasons (Jolly and Matthews 278). While these reasons vary from
household to household, the scholarly research examining this topic reveals a couple

of recurring themes: parental dissatisfaction
with institutional schools and desire to provide
religious or moral instruction (McQuiggan et
al.19). Some homeschooling parents are motivated by a desire to spend more time with
their children (Lois 48; Martin-Chang and
Levesque 122). Some parents are drawn to the
highly-customizable nature of homeschooling
(Riley, The Role of Self-Determination 2). Others
choose to homeschool out of a desire to implement non-traditional education approaches or
to accommodate children with special needs
(McQuiggan et al. 19).

“The idea of tailoring the curriculum to meet a child’s interests and abilities is quite
strong, as is the imperative
many parents feel to provide
an educational experience immersed in the values they practice at home but do not see in
schools. Thus, many parents
want to avoid what they see
as negative influences and
teachings in the wider society,
and particularly in public
schools. On the other hand,
some parents simply disagree with the idea of public
schooling, or even formalized schooling, in principle”
(Lubienski et al. 379).
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Dissatisfaction with Schools
Dissatisfaction with institutional schools is
the most common reason parents give for why
they homeschool their children. A national
survey conducted in 2016 by the National
Center for Education Statistics asked parents
why they homeschool. The results of the study
revealed that about 80% of homeschooled students had parents whose decision to homeschool was influenced by concerns about
issues like safety, drugs, and negative peer
pressure in schools. 34% of homeschooled
students had parents who considered these
concerns their ‘most important’ reason for
homeschooling (McQuiggan et al. 4).
61% of homeschooled students had parents
whose decision to homeschool was influenced by dissatisfaction with the academic
instruction at schools. 17% had parents
who considered this their ‘most important’
reason for homeschooling (McQuiggan et
al. 19). Survey data from a 2020 study indicate that even among non-homeschooling
parents who have considered homeschooling, a majority cite concerns about safety
and bullying as reasons for entertaining the
idea (DiPerna et al.).

Religious and Moral Reasons
Decisions about education can be very important for religious families. For example,
many Christian parents in the homeschooling community believe their children’s education is a God-given right and responsibility
involving the development of both intellect
and character through the lens of a Christian worldview (Kunzman 23). For families
such as this, religion can be a critical factor
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in the decision to homeschool. Survey data
from 2016 indicate that about 51% of homeschooled students had parents whose decision to homeschool was influenced by a
desire to provide their children with religious instruction. 16% had parents who considered this their ‘most important’ reason for
homeschooling (McQuiggan et al. 19).
67% of homeschooled students had parents
whose decision to homeschool was motivated
by a desire to provide moral instruction. 5%
had parents who considered this their “most
important” reason for homeschooling. (McQuiggan et al. 19). Kunzman notes that “[t]he
philosophical and pedagogical flexibility of
homeschooling provides an educational environment especially suitable for parents to
cultivate a particular set of values and commitments in their children” (24). Homeschooling offers a considerable degree of freedom to
religious families who desire to teach in accordance with their religious beliefs (18).

Family Togetherness
Another commonly-reported motivation for
homeschooling is the desire to cultivate high
levels of family cohesion and togetherness
(Martin-Chang and Levesque 122). “Homeschool parents express the desire to retain
deeper influence and involvement in their
children’s daily lives—they view schooling as
embedded in the broader project of education, which is in turn embedded in the even
broader project of parenting.” (Kunzman
and Gaither 9-10). Lois notes that some
mothers consider homeschooling a perfect
way to spend more time at home with their
children (48). In a recent study examining
the perceptions of former homeschoolers,
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parents mentioned that had wanted to share
their time with their children, and that
they enjoyed the opportunity to do so while
homeschooling (McCabe et al. 128). In the
same study, a former homeschooled student
recalled having enjoyed the process of “discovering the world of knowledge as a family”
while homeschooling, claiming that it actually brought them closer together (128).

Customization and Flexibility
For many parents, the ability to customize
education to suit their children’s interests
and learning styles is appealing. The flexibility homeschooling provides in terms
of schedule, learning pace, learning structure, and learning location can be a significant benefit to families (McCabe et al. 127).
Thomas observes that “[p]arents have complete control over when the school day begins,
when breaks take place, how long an instructional period will last, and how the instruction will be implemented, among a number
of other factors.” (243). A 2016 study found
that the idea of individualized instruction
was a key reason why some parents chose to
start homeschooling (Thomas, Learning from
Homeschooling Routines 243). Results from
2020 survey show that 35% of homeschooling
parents reported the desire to provide oneon-one attention as a factor in their decision
to homeschool (DiPerna et al.).

Homeschooling Methods
The specifics of homeschooling can look
very different from household to household. Some implement a highly organized
style of education that resembles the structure of institutional schools. Others prefer

a relatively unstructured approach to education (Neuman and Guterman, Academic
Achievements 2). Parents are not obligated to
choose between these two methods however,
as some elect to practice a combination of approaches. Homeschooling styles exist on an
axis that is highly structured at one end and
relatively unstructured at the other. “Homeschooling parents can position themselves in
different positions on this axis according to
their pedagogical beliefs. Their position on
this axis may vary in time, as their pedagogical beliefs develop and change” (3). The role
of homeschooling parents is multi-faceted.
It can be described with labels like “facilitator of learning,” “manager of the learning
environment,” and “advisor of student progress” (Carpenter and Gann 337).
Homeschooling families are empowered
with a high degree of educational freedom.
Hirsh notes that “[h]omeschool families are
hyper-autonomous units with tremendous
freedom to create curriculum, redesign
typical learning pathways, and build innovative partnerships” (1). They often incorporate
a diverse mixture of instructional activities
into their homeschooling structures. Local
tutoring, online courses, and homeschool
support groups play significant roles in
homeschooled students’ education (Carpenter and Gann 337). The freedom that comes
with homeschooling puts a lot of responsibility on the shoulders of parents. Kunzman
notes that “[b]y virtue of their freedom to
shape their child’s education in almost any
way they choose, homeschoolers are pushed
to grapple with several vital and profound
questions: What are the central purposes of
education? What kind of person do I want

Homeschool 101 | Steven Sherlin

19

Chapter 2: Research Report

my child to become? How can I make their
learning experience the best it can be?” (26).
How parents answer these questions can
affect their homeschooling approach.

Structured Homeschooling
Homeschooling parents who implement a
structured approach facilitate the acquisition of knowledge through the organized use
of a variety of learning tools. In structured
homeschooling, teaching and learning typically follow a defined curriculum. (Neuman
and Guterman, Academic Achievements 2).
Many homeschoolers keep a daily schedule with several hours devoted to studying.
Other activities in the day can sometimes
depend on the successful completion of
certain assignments. For example, a student
might be required to complete several pages
in a workbook before being permitted to
engage in a particular recreational activity (Neuman and Guterman, Structured and
Unstructured Homeschooling 360-361). In
a 2016 study on homeschooling routines,
most survey participants reported that their
routine involved academic work being accomplished in the morning and afternoon
hours being set aside for extracurricular
activities, personal pursuits, independent
projects, playtime, and hobbies (Thomas,
Learning from Homeschooling Routines 245246). “For the interview participants, the
number of hours of academic instruction
ranged from three hours a day to six or more
hours a day.” (238).
One popular form of structured homeschooling is known as “traditional homeschooling”
or “school at home.” It incorporates the use
of pre-made curriculum packages complete
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with textbooks, teacher’s guides, tests, and
course schedules organized by gradelevel.
This homeschooling approach resembles
a traditional classroom learning format
(Frommack, A Traditional Educational Approach). Homeschooling families can choose
from a wide variety of curriculum options
today. Numerous private schools have ventured into the homeschooling market by
adapting their curricula for homeschoolers.
Using curriculum packages such as these
can be good options for parents whose children might attend a traditional school in
the future as they can help children to stay
at grade-level and prepare for standardized
testing (A Traditional Educational Approach).
The “classical” approach is another popular
form of structured education in the homeschooling community. Classical education is
an effective and time-tested model that has
been used for thousands of years (MatthewsSomerville). This liberal-arts-based approach focuses on training the young mind
through a system known as “the trivium.” In
classical education, the trivium is taught in
three stages that correspond with a child’s
natural development: the grammar stage,
the logic stage, and the rhetoric stage (Bluedorn and Bluedorn 85). In their elementary
years, children enter the grammar stage.
During this stage, they are taught the elements of language and learn how to receive
knowledge. In their middle school years,
children enter the logic stage. During this
stage, they learn how to reason and think
analytically. In their high school years, students enter the rhetoric stage. During this
final stage, they learn how to use language
and logic together to communicate ideas
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with wisdom and with expression (Bluedorn
and Bluedorn 84-85; Matthews-Somerville).
Another common form of structured homeschooling is known as the “Charlotte Mason”
method. This approach is inspired by the
educational philosophy of the nineteenthcentury author and educator. Mason believed
that children should be taught in three main
ways: through the atmosphere of environment, the discipline of habit, and the presentation of ideas (Mason 71). Mason believed
that children receive much of their education
from the environment they grow up in, and
that educators should utilize the educational
value of the home atmosphere. She believed
that academic lessons should be designed
in such a way that children learn them with
delight, and that the lessons should foster
the discipline of good habits. These habits
include but are not limited to attention, obedience, fitting and ready expression, and
goodwill (253-255). Mason believed that children learn from exposure to what she called
“living” ideas. She taught that the mind is sustained by these ideas, and that the role of the
educator is to supply students with an abundance and variety of them (Mason 264-271).
Homeschooling parents who follow Charlotte Mason’s teaching recommendations
prioritize the “living” ideas found in creative
literature over the “dry facts” found in textbooks. They often use art, music, poetry, and
nature to present these ideas to their children as well (Frommack, A Charlotte Mason
Educational Approach). Today, homeschoolers can find numerous curriculum packages,
books, podcasts, and blogs that are all centered around Charlotte Mason’s philosophy.

Unstructured Homeschooling
Some families prefer an unstructured approach to homeschooling with little to no
formal routine (Thomas, Learning from Homeschooling Routines 247). This approach is commonly referred to as “unschooling.” The term
was coined by John Holt, a twentieth-century
author and educator considered by some
to be the “father” of the unschooling movement (Dickerson 2; Riley, Unschooling 13).
Unschooling differs greatly from traditional
homeschooling because it does not seek to
mimic the classroom environment or follow
a defined curriculum (Ingram). Families
who unschool tend to emphasize the value of
learning from personal experience (MartinChang and Levesque 126). “It’s common for
high school-aged unschoolers to explore internships that align with their interests, start
businesses, or pursue large-scale creative
projects that assist them as they navigate life
beyond school” (Ingram).
Unschooling provides children with the opportunity to explore their own unique interests instead of adhering to criteria and
curricula that have been pre-determined
by school boards (Ingram). Neuman and
Guterman summarize a fairly common view
among unschoolers regarding the importance of internal motivation and its effect on
learning: “Learning occurs when the learner
is interested. There is no reason to teach students subject areas that are defined ahead of
time. Only when learners express interest in
something do they learn it. Without interest,
significant learning is difficult” (Structured
and Unstructured Homeschooling 363).
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As unschooling becomes more common,
new ideas of what it means to unschool have
arisen. Some unschoolers entrust their children with complete control over their own
day. Some have their children do a limited
amount of structured school work (Riley,
Unschooling 8). Some families who can not
unschool at home due to time or space constraints take their children to self-directed
learning centers where they can learn in
adult-supervised environments (8).

Eclectic Homeschooling
Families with an “eclectic” homeschooling
approach see value and utility in a variety
of educational methods. Carpenter and
Gann note that some homeschoolers utilize
a diverse range of instructional methods
and enjoy considerable flexibility when it
comes to selecting and modifying curricula
for their children (331). Eclectic homeschoolers synthesize an array of resources to create
a customized homeschooling experience.
This approach is perhaps the most flexible
of all homeschooling methods because it is
not attached to any particular educational
philosophy. As a result of this fact, eclectic
homeschooling can look completely different from one household to the next. “Eclectic
homeschooling means that you can combine
methodologies and approaches to teach subjects based upon your aims and the abilities
of your children. Different teaching methods,
curricula, and courses are combined to
create a full and rich education” (James).
Eclectic homeschoolers tend to use different curricula for individual subjects instead
of using an “all-in-one” packaged curriculum
that encompasses all subjects (James).
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Homeschooling Resources
Standard definitions of homeschooling typically include two essential elements—parental control and home-based instruction.
However, definitions based on these two elements alone may not be as fitting as they once
were because of how the nature of homeschooling has evolved over the years. With
the multitude of educational resources and
curriculum options available to homeschooling families today, learning is no longer restricted to the home environment (Jolly and
Matthews 277). Thomas echoes this point,
saying that “… many homeschooling families
do not operate in isolation. From professional
teachers, personal tutors, other homeschooling parent-teachers, community cooperatives (co-ops), public schools, private schools,
and colleges, many homeschool families
have a vast network of educational resources”
(Learning from Homeschooling Routines 238239). Many students attend classes outside
of their normal homeschooling structure to
learn more about science, math, gymnastics,
martial arts, horseback riding, wilderness
training, pottery, theater, chess, and piano
(Neuman and Guterman, Structured and Unstructured Homeschooling 360). Educational
resources on the internet also play an important role in contemporary homeschooling. A
wide variety of educational content can be
accessed online, giving homeschoolers an
increased ability to access information from
outside the walls of traditional school settings. Online forums and social media sites
can provide both formal and informal networking opportunities for homeschooling
families (Jolly and Matthews 272).
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Homeschool Groups
Homeschool groups play a crucial role in
today’s homeschooling community. Recognizing the benefits of collaboration, many
homeschooling families have banded together and formed local cooperatives to increase the learning opportunities available
to their children (Hirsh 3). These groups can
foster a high level of partnership between
parents, instructors, leadership, and the
community (Morse 8). Many homeschooling
parents express appreciation for the studentfocused activities offered by homeschool
groups. These activities include social events,
non-credit enrichment classes, and even forcredit academic classes (6). In a 2016 study,
Thomas observes that families meet with
their co-ops multiple times a week in some
cases and once a week in others. A participant in the study explained how her child
meets with other students one day per week
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in a teacher-led
classroom environment (Thomas, Learning
from Homeschooling Routines 239).
While most homeschool groups function at
a local level, there are also some organizations dedicated to the service of larger homeschooling communities. Every year, dozens
of homeschool conferences are coordinated
by state-wide organizations to provide both
parents and students in homeschooling
families with various opportunities to take
courses, attend lectures, and learn new concepts (Ray, Should Educators Promote Homeschooling? 73). The helpful information and
resources provided by these organizations
are an essential part of contemporary homeschooling in the United States. Tilhou (92)

considers the nature of homeschool groups
and notes the important role they play in the
modern homeschooling community:

“The prevalence of homeschool support groups and associations is growing across
the United States. Members
of these groups come from a
variety of backgrounds, but
all have a shared interest in
providing quality education
for their own children. What
has emerged from this likemindedness is a movement
of millions across the United
States not only to educate
one’s own child, but to come
together and form groups
which lead to a greater
impact on children’s learning and parents’ teaching.”
Online Resources
The advent of online learning has had a
notable impact on homeschooling. Davis
states that the internet provides “… an invaluable opportunity for homeschooling
parents to broaden their child’s education
and expand opportunities for their child to
learn through auditory, visual, and kinesthetic methods” (Davis 33). Homeschooling
families take advantage of learning modules,
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educational games, math and science activities, and reading programs (Thomas,
Parent Perspectives). Free educational content
from organizations like Khan Academy can
further enhance the ability of homeschooling parents to facilitate learning without
necessarily having to function as their children’s sole instructors (Mann 246-255). The
online education platform Connections
Academy advertises learning resources
on its website categorized by grade and
subject specifically aimed at homeschoolers (Schutte 42). In a 2016 study examining
various homeschooling approaches and curricula, 64% of survey participants reported
that technology was a key resource for them,
mentioning numerous websites and software programs that were helpful to them
(Thomas, Parent Perspectives).

The Academic Performance
of Homeschoolers
It is not easy to quantify and assess the academic performance of homeschoolers for
comparison with their public-schooled and
private-schooled counterparts. This is in
part due to differences in educational goals
and learning format. However, a number of
studies do provide some data on the subject,
allowing for some generalizations to be made.
Some research suggests that homeschooled
students outperform their public-schooled
peers academically (Neuman and Guterman,
Academic Achievements 2). In 2010, a large nationwide study examined survey data and
achievement test scores from over 10,000
student participants. The study found that
homeschooled students’ test scores were
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exceptionally high. The mean score of homeschoolers was at least the eightieth percentile
in every subject tested. These subjects included reading, language, math, science, and
social studies (Ray, Academic Achievement 27).
A 2011 study by Martin-Chang and others produced similar results. The data from this study
showed that homeschooled students who
learn in a structured environment achieved
higher standardized test scores than children
attending public schools (195). The study
tested both homeschooled students and public-schooled students for reading proficiency,
passage comprehension, decoding skills, scientific knowledge, social science awareness,
knowledge in the humanities, and calculation skills. Children who received structured
homeschooling scored higher than children
enrolled in public schools across all seven of
these categories (199).
While the literature does indicate that some
homeschoolers do perform better academically than students enrolled in traditional
schools, it also suggests that unschoolers
may be out-performed by them (MartinChang, et al. 199). This area could benefit
from further research. Neuman and Guterman point out that the current research literature does not factor in how the different
teaching goals of structured homeschoolers, unstructured homeschoolers, and institutional schools might affect assessment
results. The teaching goals of homeschooling families can be significantly different
from the teaching goals of institutional
schools. This predicament makes the accurate assessment of academic performance in the homeschooling community a
complex issue (Academic Achievements 5).

Chapter 2: Research Report

Even though unschoolers learn in an unconventional manner, they are still quite
capable of getting into college if they
choose. A 2015 study examining the education and employment of grown unschoolers
found that 83% of participants had gone
on to some form of higher education, attending institutions like the University of
New Mexico, the University of South Carolina, UCLA, and Cornell. 44% percent had
either earned a bachelor’s degree, a higher
degree, or were currently full-time students
in a bachelor’s program. Other participants
pursued higher education to gain knowledge or licensure in vocational interests
that did not require a bachelor’s degree”
(Riley and Gray 36-37). The results of the
study also indicate that college admissions
officers may be more flexible with the criteria they use to select applicants than generally assumed: “None of the participants in
this study had a conventional high-school
diploma or conventional high-school education, but they were admitted into bachelor’s programs on the basis of such criteria
as portfolios they had developed, interviews, and, quite often, community college
courses they had already taken” (47-48).
Some research indicates that homeschooled
students outperform their counterparts in
public schools when it comes to ACT test
scores. A 2020 report summarizing trends
in ACT scores compares the scores of homeschoolers with those of students who go to
public and private schools: “The mean ACT
Composite scores for homeschooled students trended upwards from 2013 to 2018
and have been consistently higher than
those for public school students, with the

difference ranging between 1.4 score points
in 2007 to 2.7 score points in 2018” (Payne
and Allen 1). The study also found that
homeschoolers tend to score slightly lower
than students who attend private school (1).
The current body of research on the academic performance of homeschoolers who
go on to attend college is inconsistent. Some
studies suggest that homeschoolers do better
than their peers, and some studies do not. A
2016 study investigating the issue at a university in the southeastern United States found
that homeschooled students at the institution had a significantly higher overall GPA
than non-homeschooled students (Almasoud
and Fowler 3). The mean GPA of the homeschooled students was 3.45 and the mean
GPA of the traditionally schooled students
was 2.69 (3). A much larger study examining
the academic performance of over 825,000
students at 195 postsecondary institutions
across the United States found that while
homeschoolers can be successful at the
university level, homeschooling experience does not seem to provide an inherent
advantage or disadvantage in itself (Yu et
al. 36). Lubienski and others acknowledge
that while a correlation may exist between
homeschooling and high academic achievement, studies have not yet proved a causal
relationship between the two factors (383).
Dwyer and Peters note that the academic
performance of homeschooled students
who go on to attend college is on par with
that of other college students in terms of
GPA and graduation rates (99).
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Perceptions
about Homeschooling
The re-emergence of homeschooling as a
popular educational model has prompted a
number of questions about its nature. This is
in part because it rejects the notion that a professional class of university-trained educators
working in government-directed institutions
is necessary for the effective education of
children (Ray, Should Educators Promote Homeschooling? 56). Homeschooling and its effect
on socialization and education are intensely
debated. The scholarly literature reveals
common perceptions about homeschooling
from parents, educators, and scholars. Some
people are critical of homeschooling while
others view it in a positive light. Curren and
Blokhuis claim that homeschooled children
can have "... a more limited understanding
of the world, a more limited capacity to recognize and pursue knowledge, a more limited
appreciation of what is good and worthy of
pursuit, and a more limited array of skills to
carry them through adult life" (77). Ray characterizes homeschooling much differently.
He describes it as a historical and timeless
method of educating the next generation. Furthermore, he claims the empirical evidence
shows that homeschooling is firmly associated with generally positive student outcomes
when compared to institutional schooling
(Should Educators Promote Homeschooling? 73).

Homeschooling and Socialization
Many people doubt homeschooling's capacity
to provide children with sufficient opportunities for socialization with peers. This is one
of the most commonly-cited concerns about
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homeschooling. Firmin and others explain
that “[a]t some level, all identifiable groups
possess stereotypes—and homeschooled
children are no exception. For better or
worse, one of the most common homeschool
stereotypes involves homeschooled children
being people who have few social contacts
outside of their own families, they prefer
adult conversations over those with peers,
and they are generally socially awkward” (50).
Critics claim that homeschooled children
are isolated from the outside world, causing
them to be socially and educationally handicapped. (Romanowski 125). Dwyer and
Peters echo this sentiment, pointing out
that the relationships children develop with
their siblings and parents at home are not
enough to prepare them for interaction with
people from diverse backgrounds who have
drastically different ideological beliefs. They
say that children at institutional schools are
encouraged to cooperate, compromise, and
conform to common standards of fairness
and civility to maintain good relationships
with their fellow schoolmates, and that
homeschooled children may have fewer opportunities to develop these kinds of social
skills (171-173). Dwyer and Peters also note
concerns about the physical, psychological,
and emotional security of homeschooled
children, and suggest that homeschooling
can create the potential for undetected maltreatment (179-180). Bayer and Favelo refute
these claims, saying that “... they [Dwyer and
Peters] do not address examples of children
abused by teachers in public school, nor do
they compare statistics. They take their examples and draw general conclusions that
are not substantiated” (3).
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Romanowski claims that stereotypes regarding socialization are perhaps the most widelyheld misconceptions about homeschooling.
He says they are “... born out of a misunderstanding of what homeschooling is really like
and rests on the assumption that school is the
only effective means for socializing children”
(125). He continues: “The mistaken belief is
that homeschooled children wake up and hit
the books from 9:00 till 4:00, locked away in
their homes with little interaction with the
outside world. ... [T]his is simply an outdated
stereotype” (Romanowski 125). A 2019 study
found that homeschooling parents take steps
to help their children develop normal socialization skills. None of the parents who participated in the study overlooked the issue of
socialization or otherwise failed to address
it in a deliberate way (Firmin, et al. 51). Ray
makes the following observation about concerns homeschooling and socialization:

“People wonder, if homeeducated children are not
with same-age peers for
seven hours per day five
days per week, how will they
learn sound social skills and
become sociable adults? The
question presumes weekly
day-long age segregation is
necessary for sound social
and emotional development.”
(Should Educators Promote
Homeschooling? 63)

Homeschooling and Education
Some scholars believe homeschooling puts
too much control in the hands of parents who
may be unqualified to educate their children.
Curren and Blokhuis express their concern
about this issue in the following words: “The
idea of homeschooling now taking root is that
parents may freely elect to educate their children at home, judging for themselves what
they are qualified to teach, what their children will learn, whether adequate academic
progress is achieved, and who their children
will encounter. So understood, homeschooling places inordinate weight on the judgment
of one or two people who may not know
enough to understand how much they do not
know and are in no position to judge.” (7)
Other scholars disagree with this notion. Ray
reports that four decades of research indicate that on average, homeschooled children
in families of low income fare better than
their counterparts in public schools, and that
the same goes for homeschooled children
with parents of low formal education levels.
He also makes the interesting observation
that homeschooled children whose parents
have never been state-certified teachers tend
to fare as well as homeschool children whose
parents have been state-certified (Should Educators Promote Homeschooling? 70).
Firmin and others point out that “[a] significant difference between parents who homeschool and those who send their children
to school is that homeschool parents see
home as the center of their child’s development during the school years rather than
the school” (53). Gray claims that unlike
institutional schooling, homeschooling
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provides children with an opportunity to
learn how they are naturally designed to
learn. Bayer and Favelo question the idea
that all education should be structured the
way it is in public schools. They claim alternative models of education can be effective, and that they served the framers of the
United States quite well (5). Even though it
can work for many people, there are cases in
which homeschooling would not be the best
option. For example, it might not be a good fit
for parents who want other people to direct
their children's education. It also might not
be a good fit for children with parents who
work outside the home and who cannot find
family members, friends, or cooperatives to
help with various homeschooling duties (Ray,
Should Educators Promote Homeschooling? 71).

“Our main concern should be
that education, whatever form
it takes, maximizes the potential of all children. Inevitability, this will lead some parents
to select alternative and less
institutionalized options for
their children’s education. As
educators and community
members, we need to respect
parents’ choices because this
is the essence of a democratic
educational system.”
(Romanowski 129)
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Barriers to
Homeschooling
The decision to homeschool or not to homeschool can be influenced by a wide variety
of factors. A considerable amount of research has investigated reasons why people
decide to homeschool, but not much has
focused on finding out why some parents
choose not to homeschool. Even so, there
are several known factors that can cause
families to dismiss homeschooling as an
option for their children's education. A 2021
study investigating key barriers that negatively affect the likelihood of parents want
to homeschool. Survey respondents noted
concerns about socialization, unfamiliarity
with homeschooling laws, unfamiliarity with
those in the homeschooling community, and
unfamiliarity with standard homeschooling
practices as barriers (Ray, Four Key Barriers
201). Ray points out that the less respondents
saw these concerns as barriers impeding
their ability to homeschool, the more likely
they were to want to start homeschooling
or already be active homeschoolers. He also
notes that respondents who had grown up in
homeschooling families were more likely to
homeschool their children (204-205). Data
from this study can help to inform the development of new methods of assisting families
in making informed decisions about their
children’s education by removing barriers to
homeschooling (206-207).
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Case Studies
Three case studies were conducted to explore,
examine, and understand previous attempts
to raise awareness of homeschooling issues.
The selected cases provide excellent subjects for comparison and inspiration. The
case studies are designed to identify effective
and ineffective elements in each case, with
an emphasis on visual content. The following list of questions was used to guide the
research process.

Visual Analyses
The visual elements in each of the three
cases were subjected to critical analysis. This
analysis focuses on dissecting the graphic
design, visual imagery, and aesthetic style
of the content. This form of research helped
guide the development of a visual solution that connects with the target audience.
The analyses aimed to find answers to the
following questions.

1.

What motivated the project?

2.

Who is the target audience?

3.

What challenges were faced?

4.

How is visual media utilized?

5.

What ideas are communicated?

6.

What is the tone of language?

7.

What was the project outcome?

1.

How do people consume the
visual content?

2.

What is the relationship between
the imagery and text?

3.

What narratives are visualized
through the imagery?

4.

How are semiotics and
iconography utilized?

5.

How is color used to facilitate
communication?

6.

What makes the visual content
effective or ineffective?

7.

What can be learned by
analyzing the visual content?
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Case Study 1: HSLDA’s Digital Content for New Homeschoolers
Since it was founded in 1983, the Home
School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA)
has initiated numerous projects to provide
information to both current and prospective
homeschoolers. The organization plays an
important role in the contemporary homeschooling community and is a major advocate for pro-homeschooling causes. Among
its other efforts to serve homeschooling families, HSLDA provides helpful information
and resources online regarding the basics of
homeschooling, including how to get started.
These resources interactive web pages, social
media posts, videos, and podcasts. These
are distributed on various digital platforms,
including HSLDA’s website and social media
sites like Instagram. The presentation of
the content is tailored to accommodate the
limitations of each media platform. While
some of the content can be shared on social
media, some of it is better suited for other
platforms. In order to facilitate clear communication with its intended audience, HSLDA
utilizes a design style that is cohesive across
all platforms.
Some of HSLDA’s digital content is designed
to introduce homeschooling to those who
know little to nothing about it, overviewing
common themes in contemporary homeschooling and emphasizing the benefits of a
homeschool education. Some resources walk
new homeschoolers through a list of steps that
will help them get off to strong starts in their
homeschooling journeys. A page on HSLDA’s
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website answers commonly asked questions
about homeschooling. Another topic of emphasis is homeschooling laws. There is an
interactive infographic on HSLDA’s website
designed to address this issue by providing
in-depth information about the legality of
homeschooling in all fifty states. The organization’s content is written from a knowledgeable and empathetic perspective, and
it is presented in a visual aesthetic that can
be described as clean and modern. HSLDA’s
outreach efforts have helped it become the
largest homeschool advocacy organization in
the United States, with over 100,000 member
families (“Making Homeschooling Possible”).
Looking at how HSLDA uses digital content to
disseminate information about homeschooling can provide helpful context for understanding how to communicate in materials
aimed at prospective homeschoolers.
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Visual Analysis
The visual media reviewed in this analysis
includes an interactive infographic, a web
article, and a social media post. The target
audience for all three of these examples includes those who want to learn more about
homeschooling. The content is visually cohesive and utilizes a consistent color palette.
The photography and typographic treatment
in the designs are consistent with HSLDA’s
visual branding. The graphic design style
used by HSLDA makes the information presented in these pieces easy to follow.
The interactive infographic is designed to
help people learn about the homeschool laws
in their state. It is designed to look like a simplified map of the United States (see fig. 2.3).
Each of the fifty states is assigned a color to
indicate the nature of the homeschool laws
in that specific state. States with the lowest
amount of regulation are green, and states
with the highest amount of regulation are red.
States that fall somewhere in between are
various shades of blue. When users click on
an individual state in the map, they are taken
to another page that breaks down the homeschool laws of that specific state in further
detail. The visual composition of the infographic is efficient from a design perspective.
Every element serves a purpose, the use of
color is logical, and there are no unnecessary
details added for cosmetic purposes.

good sense of hierarchy. There is a photo of
two homeschooling children underneath the
article’s title (see fig. 2.4). This complements
the text content by providing visual context
that allows readers to see what homeschooling looks like instead of just reading about it.
The social media post is designed to encourage people to sign up for a webinar. The image
is posted on HSLDA’s Instagram account and
features the question “Is homeschooling a
good fit for my family?” in a speech-bubble
graphic (see fig. 2.5). Even though the design
of the post is well done, it could benefit from
the use of photography or illustration to draw
more visual interest. Instagram users might
be more likely to stop and read the post if the
imagery depicts topics that interested them.

The web article introduces readers to the practice of homeschooling. The typographic treatment is aesthetically pleasing and shows a
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▼ Fig. 2.3 “Homeschool Laws By State” by HSLDA

Removed to comply with copyright
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Removed to comply with copyright

▲ Fig. 2.4
“What Is Homeschooling and How
Does It Work?” by HSLDA
Removed to comply
with copyright

◀ Fig. 2.5
HSLDA, “Is Homeschooling a Good
Fit for My Family?”
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Case Study 2: “The Risks of Homeschooling”
In 2020, Harvard Magazine published an
article by Erin O’Donnell titled “The Risks
of Homeschooling.” In the article, O’Donnell
summarizes Elizabeth Bartholet’s argument
for a presumptive ban on the practice of
homeschooling. Bartholet is the Morris Wasserstein Public Interest Professor of Law and
Faculty Director of the Law School’s Child
Advocacy Program at Harvard Law School.
Bartholet raises numerous concerns about
homeschooling. She notes that homeschooling can allow children to be educated by
parents who are unqualified to teach. She also
says that homeschooling can cause children
to be isolated and that this can prevent them
from contributing to society in a positive
manner (O’Donnell). Sometimes, it can be

challenging to communicate complex opinions on controversial topics in a short magazine article. O’Donnell was able to do this
quite effectively by writing in an informative
and candid tone. Located at the beginning of
the article, an editorial illustration by artist
Robert Neubecker visualizes the potential
dangers of homeschooling as expressed by
Bartholet (see fig. 2.6). The artwork reflects
the written content in the article very nicely.
One can tell what the article will be about by
simply looking at the illustration. The article
was successful in the sense that it garnered
a substantial amount of attention online and
sparked increased conversation on the topic
of homeschooling. It also drew critical reactions from homeschooling advocates.

Visual Analysis
The illustrative work of Robert Neubecker
strengthened the communicative effectiveness of O’Donnell’s article. The relationship
between the illustration and the written
content in the article is strong. The artwork
functions as a visual representation of Elizabeth Bartholet’s concerns about homeschooling. Neubecker uses a simple complementary
color palette based on orange and blue. The
illustration depicts a homeschooled child
locked inside a house looking out through a
barred window at a field of other children
playing together and running about with
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smiles on their faces. These children are
not homeschooled. The scene shows a stark
contrast between the life of a homeschooled
child and the lives of other children. The
small house that confines the child is built out
of books. The child is depicted as confined
and socially isolated. The children playing
outside are depicted as free and highly social.
The illustration, though biased, is effective
because it uses very simple imagery to communicate a complex idea in a powerful way.
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▲ Fig. 2.6

O’Donnell, Erin. “The Risks of Homeschooling.”
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Case Study 3: The Infographics Show’s Video about Homeschooling
The Infographics Show is a popular YouTube
channel that produces informative videos
on a wide variety of different topics. Andrej
Preston is the motion graphics designer and
producer behind the show (Hoffman). In 2018,
the Infographics Show posted an animated
video overviewing some differences between
the homeschool and public-school experience. The nine-minute video is titled “School
vs Homeschool: Which Student Does Better?”
and utilizes motion graphics and audio narration to present data regarding a wide range
of homeschooling issues (see fig. 2.7). The
topics covered include the recent growth of
the homeschool movement, the academic

performance of homeschoolers, and the pedagogical flexibility of homeschooling. When
making a video like this, it can be challenging to present data in an unbiased way that
is entirely fair to both sides. The video emphasizes the benefits of homeschooling and
points out the negative aspects of the public
school system. This makes the video seem
overtly one-sided, especially since it is supposed to compare the two forms of education
to determine which is the superior option. In
any case, it is still entertaining to watch. The
video has been viewed over 700,000 times
on YouTube.

Visual Analysis
The video features animated illustrations
that can be described as flat and geometric in style (see fig. 2.8). Every scene in the
video is accompanied by audio narration
and some typographic content. Throughout
the video, the characters in each scene are
animated with a slight head-nodding motion
to make the illustrations feel less static and
more alive. The video shows the diversity
that exists in the homeschooling community
well. Homeschoolers from a variety of cultural backgrounds are depicted. The illustration style can be described as minimal and
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modern, which can give viewers the impression that the video is relevant to the current
time. The style also lends itself to easy animation. The fact that the artwork is not overly
intricate helps viewers to focus their attention on the information being delivered
through the audio narration and typography.
The consistent approach to typography complements the informative nature of the video.
The vibrant colors and cheerful background
music make the video entertaining to watch.
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▼ Fig. 2.7

The Infographics Show, “School vs Homeschool”
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▼ Fig. 2.8

The Infographics Show, “School vs Homeschool”
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Conclusion
The current body of homeschooling literature reveals information about the growth
of the homeschool movement, factors that
affect the decision to homeschool, standard
homeschooling methods, popular homeschooling resources, the academic performance of homeschooled students, and
common perceptions about homeschooling.
However, there is a lack of research exploring ways to increase homeschooling awareness. However, the existing data on factors
that influence the decision to homeschool
can be used to inform these efforts.
Parents can benefit from a greater awareness
of the resources and support available to
them should they ever choose to homeschool
(Carpenter and Gann 336). The findings from
the literature review confirm the need for a
solution that can assist parents in making informed decisions about education. The three
case studies and their accompanying visual
analyses provide examples of how others
have used visual media to raise awareness of
homeschooling issues. The research summarized in this chapter establishes the need for a
solution to the established research problem
and provides useful context that can be used
to inform the development of said solution.
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Overview
This thesis aims to show how graphic design
and visual media can be used to raise awareness of homeschooling as an option for
childhood education. Because some parents
are unfamiliar with homeschooling, they
prematurely dismiss it as a feasible option.
As a solution to this problem, I developed a
multi-faceted awareness campaign utilizing
various forms of visual media to help parents
become more familiar with what homeschooling is actually like. The campaign utilizes three forms of visual media to spread
its message: a trifold brochure, a series of
exhibit posters, and social media content.
The content presented in the campaign deliverables is guided by research and focuses
on three key themes: common reasons for
homeschooling, common homeschooling
methods, and common homeschooling resources. The information presented through
these deliverables can be useful for parents
who want to learn more about homeschooling as they seek to make well-informed decisions about their children’s education.

I named the campaign “Homeschool 101.”
The campaign uses a combination of written
content and visual imagery to communicate
with its audience. The trifold brochure, the
exhibit posters, and the social media content
complement one another by delivering the
same information in different formats to
reach a wide audience. The graphic design
principles I have learned throughout my
schooling and professional experience were
referenced to guide the visual development
of each deliverable. Over the three months
I worked on the campaign, I met with my
committee chair on a weekly basis to discuss
current progress and project direction.
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Written Content
Before I started the design process, I needed to develop the written content for the awareness
campaign. I decided to write the text in a way that would expose readers to information about
three key homeschooling topics. The first section of the text breaks down common motivations
that lead parents to homeschool their children. This section also touches on the potential benefits
of homeschooling. The second section is about standard homeschooling methods. This section
provides an overview of several popular approaches to homeschooling. The third and final section
is about various resources that exist to help homeschoolers succeed. Since this text would eventually be used for the brochure, the posters, and the social media content, it had to be written in
a way that would be appropriate for all of these formats. At first, I found it challenging to decide
which details were necessary to include and which ones were not. Because I needed to cover a
broad scope of topics in limited space, the text content needed to be fairly general in nature. It
also had to be interesting and informative. I had too much text originally, but I was eventually able
to condense it enough to meet the limitations of the project scope.

▼ Fig. 3.1

Brochure
The first campaign deliverable I worked
on was the trifold brochure. I started by
sketching out concepts for the page layout
(see fig. 3.1). Some of the sketches were
concepts for the outside of the brochure,
and some were ideas for the inside. While
I was working on these sketches, I realized
that the brochure could benefit from a
short introduction and conclusion to frame
the rest of the content inside. I decided to
write these before proceeding with the rest
of the project. After the sketching phase, I
created an Adobe InDesign file and started
working on the final design of the brochure.

44

Homeschool 101 | Steven Sherlin

Chapter 3: Visual Process

Exhibit Posters
The next deliverable I worked on was the
poster series. The series consists of seven
posters in total. The first contains the introduction I wrote for the brochure, and the
next six cover the three campaign themes,
with two posters dedicated to each theme.
The posters were designed for presentation
as a single component in a larger exhibition
on homeschooling. I started by sketching out
ideas for the layout and visual composition
(see fig. 3.2). After reviewing my sketches and
choosing a visual direction, I started making
the final poster designs in Adobe InDesign.

▶ Fig. 3.2

Social Media Content
The third and final deliverable I needed to
produce for the campaign was the social
media content. For this, I designed three
Instagram stories with five slides per story.
Once again, I started by sketching ideas for
the visual composition of each slide (see
fig. 3.3). I decided to move forward with a
design that mirrored the overall design style
of the brochure and the posters. Using my
sketches as a reference, I started working
on the final designs. I used Adobe Illustrator to create the graphic elements in each
slide and then used Adobe After Effects to
animate those elements.
▶ Fig. 3.3
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Color Palette

Typography

The colors used throughout the visual solution were chosen for a variety of reasons.
Since the campaign is aimed at an audience
who is unfamiliar with homeschooling, I
wanted to choose a palette that would help
make the topic look friendly and familiar.
I decided to go with a variation of a color
scheme most people are familiar with: the
primary colors. The yellow and pink are inspired by the colors of a typical pencil and
eraser. Initially, the color palette only contained highly-saturated colors that were very
vibrant. However, I soon realized it was difficult to read text that overlaid these colors, so
I added muted versions of each color to the
palette for more variety in value and tone.

Typography is an essential component of any
graphic design project. In this case, typography is especially important because most of
the information presented in the campaign
is text-based. I used a consistent typographic
treatment across the various campaign elements to help everything look cohesive. The
three main fonts I used were the following:
Source Sans Black, Source Serif Bold Italic,
and Source Serif regular. I chose these typefaces because they are aesthetically pleasing, easy to read, and versatile enough to be
effective on everything from large posters
to small social media graphics. I also incorporated these typefaces in the design of the
campaign logo (see fig. 3.4).
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▼ Fig. 3.4
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Illustrations
I made a series of three illustrations that play a vital role in the visual solution. They add an element
of narrative to the informative nature of the text. The content of the artwork complements the written
content in the brochure, exhibit posters, and social media content by providing visual context. These
illustrations were created to be focal points for the text to be organized around. Each illustration was
made to look good at a variety of different sizes, whether printed on a large poster or viewed on a phone
screen. I started the creative process by writing out word lists to explore various ways to communicate
core concepts from the written content through imagery (see fig. 3.5-7).

▼ Fig. 3.5

▼ Fig. 3.6

▼ Fig. 3.7

Illustration A
This illustration draws inspiration from the first of the three campaign themes. It was created to
accompany the written content on reasons parents homeschool their children. I started this illustration by making thumbnail sketches based on my word list ideation (see fig. 3.8-13). I decided to move
forward with a sketch emphasizing diversity in the homeschooling community by showing families
from different walks of life who homeschool for their own various reasons. I browsed Behance and
gathered artwork with similar imagery for visual inspiration (see fig. 3.14). Next, I made a detailed
drawing based on my chosen thumbnail sketch and the visual inspiration I collected (see fig 3.15).
Finally, I started working on the final artwork in Adobe Photoshop. I drew each family separately
(see fig. 16-27) and then combined them all to form a unified composition (see fig. 3.28).
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▼ Fig. 3.8

▼ Fig. 3.9

▼ Fig. 3.10

▼ Fig. 3.11

▼ Fig. 3.12

▼ Fig. 3.13

▼ Fig. 3.14
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▼ Fig. 3.15
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▼ Fig. 3.16

▼ Fig. 3.17

▼ Fig. 3.18

▼ Fig. 3.19

▼ Fig. 3.20

▼ Fig. 3.21
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▼ Fig. 3.22

▼ Fig. 3.23

▼ Fig. 3.24

▼ Fig. 3.25

▼ Fig. 3.26

▼ Fig. 3.27
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▼ Fig. 3.28
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Illustration B
This illustration is inspired by the second theme of the campaign. It was created to complement the text overviewing standard homeschooling methods. Once again, I started with
thumbnail sketches (see fig. 3.29-34). I decided to move forward with a sketch that depicts
the home as a customizable wall-less hub for limitless learning. I collected artwork from
Behance for visual inspiration (see fig. 3.35) and then made a detailed drawing based on
my selected sketch (see fig. 3.36). Finally, I started working on the final artwork in Adobe
Photoshop. I drew the line-work first (see fig. 3.37) and then added color (see fig. 3.38).

▼ Fig. 3.29

▼ Fig. 3.30

▼ Fig. 3.31

▼ Fig. 3.32

▼ Fig. 3.33

▼ Fig. 3.34
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▼ Fig. 3.35
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▼ Fig. 3.36
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▼ Fig. 3.37
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▼ Fig. 3.38
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Illustration C
This illustration is inspired by the third theme of the campaign. It was created to complement the written content on homeschooling resources. Again, I started with thumbnail
sketches (see fig. 3.39-44). I decided to move forward with a sketch depicting someone
browsing through learning opportunities. I collected artwork with similar imagery for
visual inspiration (see fig. 3.45). Next, I made a detailed drawing based on the sketch and
the visual inspiration (3.46). Then, I started working on the final illustration in Adobe
Photoshop. I drew the line-work first (see fig. 3.47) and then added color (see fig. 3.48).

▼ Fig. 3.39

▼ Fig. 3.40

▼ Fig. 3.41

▼ Fig. 3.42

▼ Fig. 3.43

▼ Fig. 3.44
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▼ Fig. 3.45
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▼ Fig. 3.46
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▼ Fig. 3.47
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▼ Fig. 3.48
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Overview
As a solution to the established research
problem, I created a marketing campaign
called “Homeschool 101.” The campaign
uses a combination of written content and
visual imagery to provide basic information
about homeschooling. The purpose of the
campaign is to raise awareness of homeschooling as a viable option for education.
The campaign is not designed to convince
people to homeschool. “Homeschooling
101” utilizes three forms of visual media to
spread its message: a trifold brochure, a
series of exhibit posters, and some social
media content. These three deliverables
share the same messaging in different media
formats to reach a broad audience. They
can serve as helpful resources for parents
who want to learn more about the practice
of homeschooling as they seek to make wellinformed decisions about their children’s education. The written and illustrated content
are both vital components of the campaign.
The ideas they communicate draw from key
themes in the research literature. Because
they all include the same information, the
three deliverables are uniformly informed
by findings from the research report.
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Written Content
I organized the text for the brochure, the
posters, and the social media content in
three sections. Each of these sections provides basic information on a different homeschooling topic. The first topic is “reasons for
homeschooling,” the second is “homeschooling methods,” and the third is “homeschooling resources.” These three topics are all
points of emphasis in the literature review.
Increased awareness in these areas could
help more families see homeschooling as a
viable option for their children's education.
The first section is about “reasons for homeschooling.” It overviews some of the most
common factors that lead families to homeschool. In my research, I found that the
most common reason is dissatisfaction with
schools, followed by religious reasons and
moral reasons (McQuiggan et al. 19). The
desire to individualize academic instruction
can also be a driving motivation (Thomas,
Learning from Homeschooling Routines 243).
A fourth reason that leads some families to
homeschool is their desire to spend more
time with each other (Lois 48). This section of
text summarizes each of these four influential
factors. Parents who empathize with these
motivations might start to see homeschooling
as a viable solution for their own families.
The second section is about “homeschooling methods.” There are many different
approaches to homeschooling because it
provides freedom and flexibility for families
to structure learning according to their own
values. According to Hirsh, “[h]omeschool
families are hyper-autonomous units with
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tremendous freedom to create curriculum,
redesign typical learning pathways, and
build innovative partnerships” (1). People
unaware of the diversity of contemporary
homeschooling approaches could develop
an inaccurate mental picture of what homeschooling is like. This section of text content
seeks to combat potential misconceptions by
providing some basic information on four
popular homeschooling methods: the classical approach, the Charlotte Mason method,
unschooling, and eclectic homeschooling.
“Homeschooling” is a broad term that encompasses a wide variety of educational approaches. This section of text was written to
re-frame the idea of homeschooling as more
than “an” option for education, but rather as
a path to many options.
The third section is about “homeschooling
resources.” It includes an overview of four
common resources families utilize to make
their homeschooling experiences successful: small homeschool groups, large homeschool associations, local opportunities, and
online learning. Perhaps because of its name,
some think of homeschooling as a practice
where learning is limited to the confines of
the home. This idea is inaccurate however, in
part due to the vast array of educational resources available to homeschooling families
today (Jolly and Matthews 277). Increased
familiarity with the vast network of support
and resources in the homeschooling community can make the prospect of homeschooling seem less daunting for some families.
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Illustration
I made an illustration for each of the three
campaign topics. The creative direction for
the artwork was informed by findings from
my research. As one progresses through the
brochure, the posters, or the social media
content, the goal is that he or she becomes
more familiar with homeschooling. The illustrations mirror this dynamic. The first
illustration shows many homeschooling families in one scene, showing the homeschooling community is pictured from a distance.
The second illustration gives a closer look at
what homeschooling is like by focusing on
the home of one homeschooling family. The
third illustration gives an even closer look. It
depicts a scene from the first-person perspective of an active homeschooler.
The first illustration is for the “reasons for
homeschooling” section. It represents the
demographic diversity of the modern homeschooling community, showing families from
different walks of life and from various ethnic
and religious backgrounds. In my research, I
found that cultural diversity has been increasing in the homeschool movement (Hirsh 1).
The illustration also represents the diversity
in motivations that lead families to homeschool. Homeschooling rates are up among
White, Hispanic, Black, and Asian families in
the United States (Eggleston and Fields).
The second illustration was made for the
“homeschooling methods” section. It represents the educational autonomy and flexibility
that comes with homeschooling. The concept
for this piece was influenced by Robert Neubecker’s illustration for Harvard Magazine

(see fig. 2.6). Neubecker’s work depicts a
homeschooled child locked up in a house
made out of books, peering out through a
barred window. It depicts homeschooling as
a practice that confines children to the home,
isolates them from their peers, and deprives
them of opportunities to interact with the
rest of the world. My illustration depicts
homeschooling very differently. It combats
misconceptions by visualizing the freedom
and flexibility associated with homeschooling in the scholarly literature. Romanowski
says misconceptions about homeschooling
and socialization are “... born out of a misunderstanding of what homeschooling is
really like and rests on the assumption that
school is the only effective means for socializing children” (125). Instead of depicting the
home as a confining space with metal bars to
keep children in, I depicted it as a wall-less
structure that functions as a platform for limitless learning—not as a barrier to it.
The third illustration was made for the “homeschooling resources” section. Homeschoolers
often take advantage of opportunities and resources outside the home environment to supplement their learning routines. For example,
many homeschoolers attend classes in academic and extracurricular subjects (Neuman
and Guterman, Structured and Unstructured
Homeschooling 360). This illustration shows
a homeschooling parent browsing through
some of these resources. The imagery reinforces the idea that homeschooling does not
have to be done alone, as there is a vibrant
community of support available to help
homeschoolers succeed.
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▼ Fig. 4.1
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Homeschool 101 Brochure (Outside)
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▼ Fig. 4.2

Homeschool 101 Brochure (Inside)
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▼ Fig. 4.3
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▼ Fig. 4.4

Homeschool 101 Poster Series: Introduction
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▼ Fig. 4.5
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▼ Fig. 4.6

Homeschool 101 Poster Series: Why Do People Homeschool? (2)
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▼ Fig. 4.7
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Homeschool 101 Poster Series: Homeschooling Methods (1)
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▼ Fig. 4.8

Homeschool 101 Poster Series: Homeschooling Methods (2)

Homeschool 101 | Steven Sherlin

77

Chapter 4: Final Solution

▼ Fig. 4.9
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▼ Fig. 4.10

Homeschool 101 Poster Series: Homeschooling Resources (2)
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▼ Fig. 4.11
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Homeschool 101 | Steven Sherlin

Chapter 4: Final Solution

Homeschool 101 | Steven Sherlin

81

Chapter 4: Final Solution

▼ Fig. 4.12
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Homeschool 101 | Steven Sherlin

Chapter 4: Final Solution

Homeschool 101 | Steven Sherlin

83

Chapter 4: Final Solution

▼ Fig. 4.13
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Homeschool 101 Social Media Content: Common Homeschooling Resources
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Overview
As this thesis shows, some parents dismiss
homeschooling as a viable option for their
children’s education because they are unfamiliar with its potential benefits, common
homeschooling methods, and resources for
homeschooling families. The thesis demonstrates how graphic design and visual media
can be used to help solve this problem. A
research-driven awareness campaign was
developed to combat common misconceptions and provide parents with a picture of
what contemporary homeschooling is actually like. The campaign utilizes three forms
of visual media: a trifold brochure, a series
of exhibit posters, and social media content.
The written content and visual imagery in
these deliverables are designed to address
key themes affecting the decision to homeschool as indicated in the scholarly literature.
The research presented in this thesis can
help homeschool advocacy organizations
and companies who market themselves to
the homeschooling community understand
their audience better. It can also be a helpful
resource for families who simply want to
learn more about homeschooling.
This thesis can be used as a starting point
for future research. With more time,
funding, and other resources, the “Homeschool 101” campaign could be expanded to
advance awareness of homeschooling even
further. The information covered in new
campaign materials could include information on how to start homeschooling. In addition, the campaign's messaging could be
expanded to address those who cannot or

should not homeschool. Campaign materials could mention the fact that families can
always decide to homeschool later if it is not
a practical option for them at the moment.
Lastly, the campaign could encourage nonhomeschoolers to adopt various ideas from
homeschooling to improve aspects of their
own children's education.

Personal Growth
The process of developing this thesis has
impacted the way I approach my practice as
a graphic designer. The challenges I had to
solve while working on this project helped
me to improve my problem-solving skills and
the way I approach my creative process. I
also learned how to use time more efficiently
as a designer. The most important thing I
learned from this process is the value of persistence. The challenges that can come with
large projects that require a lot of time can
be different from the problems that come
with smaller projects. I’ve learned that even
if a project deadline is months away, the
time to focus, work hard, and act with intention is the present. This will undoubtedly be
a valuable lesson to remember in the years
to come as my family embarks on its own
homeschooling journey.
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