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Abstract Abstract 
"The Last King of America" by Andrew Roberts is a meticulously researched and engaging account of 
King George III's reign over the American colonies. Roberts dispels myths surrounding George III and 
explores his efforts to maintain control over the colonies, the tensions that led to the Revolutionary War, 
and the eventual loss of American territories. This thought-provoking book delves into the more 
significant themes of monarchy, colonialism, and revolution while offering fresh insights into a pivotal 
historical moment. Roberts' narrative skill and thorough research make "The Last King of America" an 
essential read for history enthusiasts and general readers. 
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"The Last King of America" by Andrew Roberts: A Review 

Michael A. Smith 

Introduction: 

"The Last King of America" by Andrew Roberts is a thought-provoking and meticulously 

researched book that delves into the complex character of King George III, known for his role in 

the Revolutionary War and presents a compelling narrative of his life and reign. Interest in the 

life and reign of George III has remained strong in both the United States and Great Britain, even 

three centuries after. This review aims to provide an academic and balanced analysis of Roberts' 

work, highlighting its merits and areas that could benefit from further exploration. 

Summary: 

In "The Last King of America," Roberts comprehensively explores the life and reign of George 

III. The book delves into his upbringing, political ambitions, and the societal context in which he 

operated, offering readers a well-rounded understanding of his actions and decisions. Roberts 

weaves together a compelling narrative that sheds light on the challenges faced by George III, 

ultimately inviting readers to reconsider their perceptions and judgments. 

Strengths: 

Roberts' extensive research is commendable, as he draws upon a wide range of primary sources 

and historical accounts to construct a detailed portrayal of George III. In 2015, Queen Elizabeth 

opened more than 100,000 records relating to her ancestor's life and reign, hoping to add context 

to a ruler who has often been portrayed as either misunderstood or demonized by his home 

country and former colony. This meticulous approach adds depth and authenticity to the 

narrative, allowing readers to engage more profoundly with the subject. Furthermore, the author's 

ability to contextualize events within the broader historical framework provides valuable insights 

into the period's political, social, and cultural dynamics. 

George III's mental health is a central theme in the book. Roberts seeks to attribute the mistakes 

made in the American colonies not to benign neglect, as often accused, but rather to a mental 

defect that often confined the monarch to his bed, leaving the affairs of state to functionaries who 

either cared little about the American colonies or who had personal grievances with fellow 

citizens whom they felt were out of control and growing wealthy at the expense of the strained 

coffers of the mother country, especially in the wake of the French and Indian War. 

Aside from the health issues, new revelations about England's financial situation due to the 

almost hundred years of war spawned by the Protestant Revolution reveal a country low on cash 

and desperate. If they supplied more ships and men for the war in the colonies, they endangered 

the home front and exposed it to possible attack from their European enemies. Roberts provides 

the most likely answer to this perplexing problem of why Great Britain, with such a great 

military, made such a poor showing in the colonies and lost to a ragtag army. He further makes 

the case that Britain valued the colonies less than its other holdings. 
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Moreover, Roberts' prose is clear and accessible, making "The Last King of America" enjoyable 

for scholars and general readers alike. The author's talent for storytelling is evident, as he 

expertly combines historical facts with engaging anecdotes, captivating the audience, and 

keeping them invested throughout the book. 

Areas for Further Consideration: 

While Roberts' work offers a compelling narrative, it could benefit from a more critical 

examination of certain aspects of George III's reign. By delving deeper into the complexities of 

his political decisions and policies, Roberts could provide readers with a more nuanced 

understanding of the historical context and the motivations behind George III's actions. This 

deeper analysis would enrich the narrative and enable readers to evaluate George III more 

multifacetedly. 

Additionally, a broader exploration of the perspectives of marginalized groups during George 

III's reign would enhance the book's inclusivity and provide a more comprehensive account of 

the period. By incorporating the voices of individuals from diverse backgrounds, Roberts could 

illuminate the broader social dynamics of the era and shed light on the impact of George III's rule 

on various segments of society. 

Conclusion: 

"The Last King of America" by Andrew Roberts is a commendable work that offers a well-

researched and engaging portrayal of George III. Roberts' ability to construct a compelling 

narrative, supported by extensive primary sources, allows readers to delve into the complexities 

of George III's life and reign. While the book could benefit from a more critical examination of 

certain aspects and a broader perspective, it remains a valuable contribution to the study of 

George III and the historical period in question. 
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