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ARE WE LIVING IN THE LAST DAYS?
Tom's Perspectives

by Thomas Ice

An important question that many Christians often ask is “Are we living in the last
days or end times?”  When people ask me this question, I usually respond with a clear
“Yes and No!”  Such an answer requires an explanation.  My explanation is that the
Bible uses such terminology in multiple ways, so that some references do refer to our
own day, while others do not.

LAST DAYS VOCABULARY
Sometimes Christians read in the Bible about the “last days,” “end times,” etc., and

tend to think that all of these phrases all of the time refer to the same thing.  This is not
the case, just as in our own lives there are many endings:  there is the end of the work
day, the end of the day according to the clock, the end of the week, the end of the
month, and the end of the year.  Just because the word “end” is used does not mean
that it always refers to the same time.  The word “end” is restricted and precisely
defined when it is modified by “day,” “week,” “year,” etc.  So it is in the Bible that “end
times” may refer to the end of the current church age or it may refer to other times.

There are a number of different biblical expressions which appear to speak of the
end times.  The Bible teaches that this present age will end with the rapture, followed by
the tribulation, which will end with the second coming of Messiah to the earth.  Thus, we
must distinguish between the “last days” of the church age and the “last days” of Israel’s
tribulation.

Note the following chart, which classifies and distinguishes between passages
referring to the end of the church age and the “last days” for Israel:
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BIBLICAL USE OF LAST DAYS
ISRAEL

“latter days”—
Deuteronomy 4:30; 31:29;
Jeremiah 30:24; 48:47;
Daniel 2:28; 10:14

“last days”—
Isaiah 2:2; Jeremiah 23:20;
49:39; Ezekiel 38:16; Hosea
3:4–5; Micah 4:1; Acts 2:17

“last day”—
John 6:39, 40, 44, 54; 11:24;
12:48

“latter years”—
Ezekiel 38:8

“end of time”—
Daniel 8:17; 12:4, 9

“end of the age”—
Daniel 12:13

CHURCH

“latter days”—
1 Timothy 4:1

“last days”—
2 Timothy 3:1; Hebrews 1:2;
James 5:3; 2 Peter 3:3

“last times”—
1 Peter 1:20; Jude 18

“last time”—
1 Peter 1:5; 1 John 2:18

The Bible clearly speaks of a last days or end time, but it does not always refer to
the same period of time.  The contextual referent enables the reader to know whether
the Bible is speaking of the last days relating to Israel or the end times in reference to
the church.

Many believe that there are specific signs that relate to the end of the church age.
However, I believe that it would be too strong to say that there are signs of the end of
the church age.  Instead, the Bible indicates what the condition of the church will be
like—the general course of the age—and then warns about some general trends toward
the later part of the church age.  Passages like 1 Timothy 4:1–5, 2 Timothy 3:1–5, and 2
Peter 3:3 most likely refer to the second half or latter part of the church age.  These
passages warn believers about beliefs and lifestyles that are common in the world will
enter the church and become common there as well.  These passages do not speak
about the general moral decline of society, which I do not doubt, instead, it is a decline
that was predicted to occur within the church as part of the apostasy.

It can also be noted, that it is hard to quantify such decline.  No matter how bad
things get, they can always get a little worse.  So it is impossible to know specifically
how bad things must be in order for something to be a prophetic sign.  It is the general
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condition within the realm of the church in which “evil men and impostors will proceed
from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13).

THE CHURCH AGE
There are a number of New Testament passages where “last days,” “last times,” and

“last time” clearly refer to the present church age in which we now live.  The writer of
Hebrews says, “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many
portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son” (Heb.
1:1–2).  The contextual nuance of this passage demands that “last days” is a reference
to the current church age in which we presently live.  In the same way Peter says, “For
He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last
times for the sake of you” (1 Pet. 1:20).  These “last times,” to which he speaks, in that
context, must refer to the last two thousand years in which we still live.  John adds
support to the two previous writers when he says, “Children, it is the last hour; and just
as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have arisen; from this
we know that it is the last hour” (1 John 2:18).  Jude, speaking of things going on in his
day says, “that they were saying to you,  “In the last time there shall be mockers,
following after their own ungodly lusts” (Jude 18).

The Jewish view of Bible prophecy viewed history as consisting of two ages.  The
first was this present age, the age in which Israel was waiting for the coming of the
Messiah.  The second was the age to come, the age in which all promises and
covenants would be fulfilled and Israel would enter into her promised blessings as a
result of Messiah’s coming.  The present age would be terminated by the appearance of
Messiah, and the coming age would be introduced by His advent.  The present age,
then, was to end in judgment, and the coming age must be preceded by this
devastation.  The New Testament references the present age as the last days.  The last
days of what?  The last days before the coming of the Messianic age.

We see that there are at least four clear references in the New Testament that use
end times vocabulary to refer to their own day and the entire church age as the last
days.  Thus, in that sense, we are clearly living in the last days, since the entire church
age is considered the last days.  However, that is not what the average person means
when they ask, “Are we living in the last days?”  They want to know if we are living in a
time when the final prophecies of Scripture are being fulfilled.  Before I can answer that,
we need to look into the use of Old Testament terminology and the last days.

OLD TESTAMENT USE OF LAST DAYS
When we look at Old Testament usage of these terms, we see that they are used

differently than those which speak of the church age.  I believe that the Old Testament
use of this language refers to the time leading up to the coming of Messiah to set up His
kingdom on earth, which I would call the tribulation period.

A clear example of this is found in Deuteronomy 4:30, which says, “When you are in
distress and all these things have come upon you, in the latter days, you will return to
the LORD your God and listen to His voice.”  The English word “distress” is the Hebrew
word for tribulation—in this context, the tribulation—which means that this text equates



www.pre-trib.org 4

the tribulation with the “latter days.”  Thus, the “latter days” are the tribulation period,
which we are not currently living in, but may be on the brink of entering.  Of course, the
church will be raptured before the world enters the tribulation.  Deuteronomy 31:29 uses
“latter days” as a reference to the tribulation when it says, “evil will befall you in the latter
days.”

The term “latter days” is used of the tribulation period twice in Jeremiah (30:24;
48:47).  Daniel also uses it this way:  “However, there is a God in heaven who reveals
mysteries, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the
latter days” (Dan. 2:28).  Daniel commences to reveal God’s plan for the future, which
revolves around events that will unfold in the tribulation period.  This is also the case
concerning another passage in Daniel:  “Now I have come to give you an understanding
of what will happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision pertains to the days
yet future” (Dan. 10:14).

The prophet Daniel uses a whole cluster of other “latter day” terms that all refer to
the tribulation period or prepare the way for the kingdom reign of Messiah.  Terms like
“end of time” (Dan. 8:17; 12:4, 9) and “end of the age” (Dan. 12:13) speak of the end-
time, tribulation period, which is yet to come.  These terms are used three times in
Daniel 12, which is said in verse one of that chapter to “be a time of distress such as
never occurred since there was a nation until that time.”  “Distress” is the Hebrew word
for tribulation.  Thus, the entire context is once again a reference to the coming
tribulation.

Daniel 12:4, says the teachings about the end-times in Daniel will be sealed up for
the Jewish people until “the end of time.”  Many prophecy teachers believe that shortly
before Christ’s return the world would experience an increase in the speed of travel
coupled with an explosion of information based upon Daniel 12:4, which says “many will
go back and forth, and knowledge will increase.”  No one would quarrel with the fact that
the last one hundred years has indeed witnessed an exponential increase in both the
speed of travel and the accumulation of knowledge and thus would be a sign in our time
that the end is near.  But is this really what Daniel is saying in the passage?  I don’t
think so.

The correct interpretation of the passage is given by Dr. Charles Ryrie in his famous
Ryrie Study Bible when he says, “As the end approaches, people will travel about
seeking to discover what the future holds.”1  Not just people in general, but the Jewish
people in particular.  This means that many Jews during the tribulation will study the
Book of Daniel in an attempt to find out what is going on during this unique period of
time.  Harry Bultema says, “The movement of to and fro may refer to that of the eyes
through leaves. . . .  Thus considered it seems to us that the text here speaks of the
diligent search of the Scripture at the end of time.”2  Thus, the scope would be limited to
the future time of the tribulation and could not justly be applied to our own day.

There does not appear to be any real textual basis for the first interpretation.  The
meaning of the Hebrew words and grammar do not support such a view.
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CONCLUSION
So are we living in the last days?  As you can tell from the above discussion, we are

currently living in the last days because we are in the church age, which is called the
“last days,” “last times,” and “last time.”  However, in no way shape or form are we in the
last days, as the Old Testament says of Israel.  Those terms, “latter days,” “last days,”
“latter years,” “end of time,” and “end of the age” all refer a time when Israel is in her
time of tribulation.  This is a future time, which we could very well be on the verge of
entering.  I believe that we are seeing the stage being set for last days or end time
events of the tribulation.  But we are not currently in those times at the present time.
Maranatha!

ENDNOTES

                                      
1The Ryrie Study Bible, NASB (Chicago:  Moody Press, 1978), p. 1332.
2 Harry Bultema, Commentary on Daniel (Grand Rapids:  Kregel Publications, 1988), p. 349.
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