
Liberty University Liberty University 

Scholars Crossing Scholars Crossing 

101 Most Asked Questions 101 Most Asked Questions About the Bible 

1-2019 

Question 56 - How did the Old Testament authors view their own Question 56 - How did the Old Testament authors view their own 

writings? writings? 

Harold Willmington 
Liberty University, hwillmington@liberty.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/questions_101 

 Part of the Biblical Studies Commons, Christianity Commons, and the Religious Thought, Theology 

and Philosophy of Religion Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Willmington, Harold, "Question 56 - How did the Old Testament authors view their own writings?" (2019). 
101 Most Asked Questions. 53. 
https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/questions_101/53 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 101 Most Asked Questions About the Bible at 
Scholars Crossing. It has been accepted for inclusion in 101 Most Asked Questions by an authorized administrator 
of Scholars Crossing. For more information, please contact scholarlycommunications@liberty.edu. 

http://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/
http://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/
https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/
https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/questions_101
https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/sword_questions_about_bible
https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/questions_101?utm_source=digitalcommons.liberty.edu%2Fquestions_101%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/539?utm_source=digitalcommons.liberty.edu%2Fquestions_101%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1181?utm_source=digitalcommons.liberty.edu%2Fquestions_101%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=digitalcommons.liberty.edu%2Fquestions_101%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=digitalcommons.liberty.edu%2Fquestions_101%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/questions_101/53?utm_source=digitalcommons.liberty.edu%2Fquestions_101%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarlycommunications@liberty.edu


101 MOST ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE BIBLE 

 

56. How did the Old Testament authors view their own writings? 

In a sentence, they strongly believed and testified that their writings were from God 

Himself.  In fact, no less than 3800 times we note their words, “thus saith the Lord,” or 

“God said.” 

Some key Old Testament passages illustrating the author’s view on inspiration would 

include: 

A. “And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the tenor of these 

words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel” (Ex. 34:27). 

B. “These are the statutes and judgments and laws, which the LORD made between him and 

the children of Israel in mount Sinai by the hand of Moses” (Lev. 26:46). 

C. “Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God 

commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it” (Deut. 4:5). 

 “Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD 

your God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to 

possess it: That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his 

commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days 

of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged” (Deut. 6:1-2). 

D. “Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was 

raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said” 

(2 Sam. 23:1). 

E. “Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, and 

gavest them right judgments, and true laws, good statutes and commandments” (Neh. 

9:13). 

F. “For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he 

commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children” (Psa. 78:5). 

 “He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel” (Psa. 

147:19). 

G. “Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: no one of these shall fail, none shall want 

her mate: for my mouth it hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gathered them” (Isa. 

34:16). 

H. “Thus speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have 

spoken unto thee in a book” (Jer. 30:2). 

 “Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of 

Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book . 



. . Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, 

and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, Take thee again 

another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim 

the king of Judah hath burned. And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith 

the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The 

king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from 

thence man and beast? Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall 

have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to 

the heat, and in the night to the frost. And I will punish him and his seed and his servants 

for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 

upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they 

hearkened not. Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of 

Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which 

Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them 

many like words” (Jer. 36:4, 27-32). 

I. “I have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange 

thing” (Hosea 8:12). 

J. “Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the 

words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore 

came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts” (Zech. 7:12). 
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