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Next year,some Sunday School in your state or province will win the fastest grow-

ing award. Why not yours?

BY ELMER TOWNS

he fastest growing Sunday
Schoolsinthe U.8.and Can-
ada provide every Sunday
School five good reasons for
increasing their size,

L. Growih is contagious. 1f
others can grow, your Sunday School
can grow too. Most of these Sunday
School leaders were challenged by
stories of other successful churches,

2. Growth is biblical. People are
being reached by the Gospel, brought
inte the bouse of God, taught the
Bible and added to the church—ful-
filling the Great Commission.

3. Growih is varied. Sunday Schools
are growing by every possible creative
means—irom old-fashioned visitation
to mass television outreach.

4. Growth is man-inspired. Growth

comes from God but is expressed
through a human instrument. In every
case, at least one person took the initi-
ative to see growth occur. Remember,
Sunday School growth never just
happens, it is caused.

5. Growth is victorious. This listing
proves that obstacles to growth can
be overcome: littie money, no buses,
old congregation, poor facilities, inner-
city or rural location and changing
pastors.

America's Fastest Growing

A rumor is going the rounds in some
uninformed circles today that the
number of Sunday Schools is dwindling
and attendance decreasing. Only old
wives tales could be more inaccurate.

Actually both the number and size of
Sunday Schools are booming.

The annual listing of the fastest
growing Sunday Schools in the 50
states reflects this healthy condition—
at least, in the evangelical segment of
Christianity. New Sunday Schools are
popping up; old Sunday Schools are
growing—and the winners are from all
types of churches: small, large, rural,
city, racial, integrated, segregated,
old and new congregations.

The fastest growing Sunday Schoo!
in America is Calvary Assembly of
God, Winter Park, Fla., with a growth
of 1,402 over the previous year. Whilks
Calvary Assembly doesn’t have buses,
they receive more than two million a
vear in income. Besides a full edu-
cational program, the church has an
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Alabuma Huffman Assembly of God Birmingham Rev. D. Ronsisvalle 2,113 1,514 599
Alaska Anchorage Bapt. Temple Anchorage Dr. J. Prevo 1,515 1,507 i
Arizona N. Phoenix Bapt. Church Phoenix Dr. R. Jackson 2,684 2,435 24
Arkansag First Assembly of God Stloam Springs Rev. P. Doherty 365 162 200
California Los Gatos Christian Ch. Los Gatos Mr. M. Rickard 2804 2,510 304
Colorado First Pres. Church Colorado Springs Rev. J. Stevens 1,769 1,651 118
Connecticut Faith Bapt. Church Wolcott Rev. D. Souza 225 123 (02
Delaware Fine Creek Bapt. Temple Newark Rev. R. Hayden 844 655 191
Florida Calvary Assembly of God Winter Park Dr. ®. Harthern 2,436 1,034 1407
Georgia Forrest Hills Bapt. Ch. Diecatur IDr. W. Pennell 3,192 2,630 582
Idaho Meridian Ch.of Nazarene Meridian Rev. R. Rodes 124 259 it
Hiinois Calvary Temple Church Springfield Rev. M. Johnson 3.214 2,704 310
Indigna Fairhaven Indep. Bapt. Chesterton Dr. R. Voegilin 1,458 1,076 382
Towsa Westside Assembly of God Davenport Rev. T. Rarnett 3914 3116 BIE
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Contrary to rumor, Sunday Schools are alive—
and growing. Christian Life contest winners

e

A

Detroit's Cobo Hall is the site for the annual

“Fastest Growing Sunday Schools” awards.

students.,

extensive music program, a full-color
monthly magazine and a continuous
building program.

Variety is the key to the winning
Sunday Schools. At one time people
thought that busing was the only way
a Sunday School could enlarge. Yet
fourteen Sunday Schools grew without
using a bus ministry, one of which was
Calvary Assembly. On the other hand,
however, the Forrest Hills Baptist
Church, Decatur, Ga., brought in over
1,900 riders each week on 43 buses.

Some churches, such as North Phoe-
nix Baptist Church, Phoenix, Ariz.,
organized small Sunday School classes
that used roughly one teacher per five
Their weekly attendance
averaged 2,684. Other churches, such
as Wesiside Assembly of God, Daven-
port, lowa, had almest 100 pupils per
class., As their Sunday School grew,
Westside Assembly removed the chairg
and sat children on the floor. When
that got too crowded, they built
bleachers in each classroom and Sun-
day School was taught in the round.

Old-line churches such as First
Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss., saw
an increase of 75 per week. In Minster,

Ohio, a town of 2,000 people, which is
roughly 98 percent Catholic, Ron Bold-
man knocked on doors six years ago
and found two ladiss who wanted
a fundamental testimony in that town,
Boldman beld his first service in Min-
ster’s Crescent Theatre, and today
Calvary Chapel boasts s Schoolaverage
of 1,061-—50 percent of the town's
population,

Fourteen Assembly of God churches
are listed this year, up one from last
year. The Baptists, with 20 listed, show
a decline of three from last year’s list,
Six other denominations are listed
plus  several inter-denominational
churches.

The twelve churches who reappear
on the list this year deserve a special
applause. K takes unusual effort to
grow tWo or More Years in a row. Some-
times a church may grow because of
new facilitics, new pastors or new
programs, but it is difficuli to sustain
the growih over a long period of time,

Of special interest are the baby
churches that won in their first vear of
existence, The Landmerk Baptist
Church, planted in the Mormon country
of Salt Lake (continued on page 86 )
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“ssembly of God 350 322 2,932 Gospel Pub. Housz 132 16 1,200,000 5 100
taptist Bible 427 763 3,387 - 161 14 480,000 30 833
sauthern Baptist 3 475 5,210 Bapt.5.5. Bd, 588 27 1,232,958 - -
“ssembly of God 260 68 461 Gospel Pub, House 94 6 89,000 5 90
sn-Denom. - 1,160 - Gospel Light 310 47 1,658,548 - -
ssbyterian 149 121 3,700 Gospel Light 131 2% 802,631 - -
faptist l64 34 397 Reg.Bapt. Press 12 2 31,660 2 96
iptist 753 116 1,106 Baptist Pub. 75 g 300,000 12 351
cisembly of God 807 590 2,813 Gospei Light 389 42 2,010,004 - -
.dep. Baptist - 203 - Haptist Pub. 58 14 194,993 43 1,946
srarene 25 61 589 Naz., Pub. House 34 3 134,825 - -
< sembly of God 917 323 5,197 Gospel Light 330 16 1,123,600 20 615
fepr. Baptist 2,600 100 2,100 § 60 8 275,000 20 900
sembly of God 5,206 - 4,760 Write Own 45 8 35 1200

(contirued on page 42 )
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(30 Fastest Growing Sunday Schools from page ‘_?ij
State Church City Pastor This Year Last Year

Kansas First Church of God Wichita Rev. K. Cotton 473 405
Kentucky.. Victory Bapt. Church Louisville Rev. G, Gentry 571 262
Louisiana First Assembly of God New Orleans Rev. M. Gorman 1,377 960
Méinc The Wesleyan Church Presque Isle Rev. K. Gorveatte i97 158
Maryland Woodlawn Wesleyan Ch. Hyatisville Rev. R. Fenwick 251 173
Massachusetts Central Baptist Church New Bedford Rev. T. Roddam 181 136
Michigan Calvary Baptist Church Holland Rev. E. Webh 701 428
Minnesota 5.5ide Baptist Temple St. Paul Rev. B, Liles 261 232
Missiséippi First Bapt. Church Jackson Pr. F. Pollard 1,729 1,654
Missouri Central Assem. Chris. Joplin Rev. J. Evans 1,879 1,366
Montana First Assembly of God Bozeman Rev. J. Weaver 432 416
Mebraska First Assembly of God Lincoln Rev. J. Glass 373 227
Nevada Guteway Bapt. Church Las Vegas Rev. {3, Pettipiece 229 176
MNew Hampshire Bethel Assembly of God Portsmouth Rev. P Miller {86 157
New Jersey N.Brunswick Bible Ch. Somerset Rev, E. Davis 150 a2
New Mexico First Assembly of God Carlsbad Rev. G. Sutherland, Jr. 278 188
Mew York Gates Community Chapel Rochester Rev. F. Brothers 221 23
North Carolina — First Assembly Concord Rev. T. Whidden 643 529
North Dakota First Assembly of God Fargo Rev. D. Rothwell 381 337
Ohio Calvary Chapel Minster Rev. R. Boldman 1,061 833
Oklahoma Bethany/ First Nazarene Bethany Dr. P, Gilliland 1,984 1,677
Oregon Faith Center Eugene Rev. R. Hicks, Jr. 1,328 1,058
Peansylvania = First Pente. Church Spring Mills Rev. R. Pyle 57 0
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offer expires Dec.3], 1977

THE C. M. WARD
STORY

C. M. Ward with Doug Wead
For zll who have ever heard
“Revivaltime” radio broadcast
and wondered about the person
back of that voice—here is the
delightful story of C. M. Ward—

Mr. “Revivaltime” himself,
Cloth, $5.95

ARRERICA!
JESUS IS HERE!

Me! Tari with Clitf Dudley
God has given Mel four sroent mes-
sages for America and we had bet-
tar Histen! The Sitmplicly of the
Word; The King is Coming; Grow
Up; and Receive the baplism of
tove. Cloth, $4.95

MAIL TO:

CHRISTIAN BOOKS

BOX 1045

HARRISON, ARK. 72601
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Sunday Volunteer | Fuli-Tima Average
Professions] Hew Schosl Publisher 5. Church Financial Number | fys
Sonomination  Jof Faith Membats | Enroliment Used Workers | Staff income of Buses | Attendance
:: mbly of God 55 - 846 Warner Press 88 7 214,000 . -
«r. Baptist A52 211 416 Chiid Evangelism 43 3 101,244 10 476
«mbly of God - 238 1.435 Gospel Pub. House 60 - - 7 130
s eyan 22 g 14 - Wesleyan Pub. 20— 2 36,000 P N
5 300 14 506 Free Will Bapt. i2 1 28,866 4 217
«p. Baptist 127 25 - Baptist Pub. 10 2 6,429 3 84
¢, Baptist 404 88 - Reg. Bapt.Press 35 4 - 9 333
¢, Baptist 289 75 - Baptist Pub, 26 i 33,665 5 167
shern Baptist 64 433 3,213 5.8, Board 340 25 600,962 - -
ciibly of God 500 250 - Gospel Pub. House 80 ] 500,000 20 750
«mbly of God 125 60 560 Gospel Pub. Houge 38 8 123,600 - -
cmbly of God 42 8 - Gospel Pub. House 35 2 131,917 3 i3
« Baptist 136 B6 - Write Own 17 2 65,746 3 30
vinbly of God 108 34 - Gospel Pub. House 32 2 66,600 - -
2. 186 41 350 Baptist Pub. 20 i - 5 151
cenbly of God 18 2} 255 Gospel Pub. House 28 4 59,286 I 8
i, 285 75 - Write Own 1% 2 12,000 2 75
:nbly of God 494 164 858 D.C. Cook 58 It 241,800 3 50
2ubly of God 239 24 - Gospel Pub. House 53 9 R8,422 9 300
-+ Baptist 584 350 1.275 Write Own 46 7 135,481 23 850
drene. 77 198 2,494 Naz. Pub. House 175 17 750,000 - -
i-5q. Gospel ¥ o536 1,427 - Gospel Light 110 39 556,458 - -
~d Pente, 49 65 65 Pent. Pub. House 9 2 5,375 - -

A high-quality, feature-packed Bible with-
out the high-qualiiy Bible price.
Because its time this world
had a New American Standard
Bible made (and priced) to be
used and shared. A New Amer-
ican Standard Bible for adults
and children alike. For family
and friends. For everyone. For
just $17.95.
¢ And worth every penny of it.
Holman's $17.95 New American
Standard Bible containg sli the most
important features offered in ocur
most expensive New American Standard
Bibles. . .features not included in any other
comparably priced New American Standard.
B o e tble paper .The new $17.895 New American Standard
(1 Black, brown or red padded cover ““=Bible. It's a Holman, of course. And its avail-
{4113RL Series) . ) able now at your local bookstore.

_—

Features included in Holmen’s $17.95 New
American Standard Bible include:

O Center-Column Beforences

(] 128 pages of Collaters! Articles

[} Presentation Page and 8-page Fami-
iy Record Seciion

0 'ig’ords of Christ in red.

] Special Reaé?mgs

O Intreduction, Survey and Author In-
formation at the beginning of each
book of the Bible

0 Laid-on Gold Fdges

C 8 pagea of eolor maps

O Concordance

.
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State Church City Pastor This Year Last Year G
Rhode Island Narragansett Bay Bapt. Cranston Rev. J. Allen 85 47
South Carolina Harbor Bapt. Church W, Columbia Dr. D, Wood 1,287 1,043
South Dakota First Assembly of God Sioux Falis Rev. J. Allen 352 290
Tcn"messce B Highland Pk. Bapt. Chattanooga Dir. L. Roherson 8,923 7,947
Texas Allandale Bapt. Ch. Austin Rev, H. O'Chester 1,937 1,611
Utah Landmark Bapt. Ch. Salt Lake City Rev. . Everison 139 35
Vermont N.Ave. Alliance Ch. Burlington Rev. J. Davey 233 201
Virginia Berean Bapt. Salem Rev. R. Holland 831 623
Washington Landgren Memorial Bapt. Kent D. Hopper 439 288
West Virginia Briscoe Run Bapt, Parkersburg Rev. G. Walls 721 625
Wisconsin Pilgrim Bapt. Ch. Milwaukee Rev. H. Hoover 280 156
Wyoming Sunnyside Bapt. Ch. Cheyenne Rev. D. Jones 594 396
Alberta Edmonton Bapt. Temple Edmonton Rev. J. Moffitt 128 65
British Columbia Abbotsford Pent. Assem. Abbotsford Rev. G. Lucas 344 279
Manitoba Winnepeg Baptist Temp. Winnepeg Rev. D. Wetters 184 86
New Brunswick Devon Park Bapt, Ch. Fredericton Rev, DL Moore 481 363
Newfoundland First Bapl. Church St. Johns Rev. M. Davis 252 145
Nova Scotia Hillside Wesleyan Ch. Dartmouth Rev. H. Wilson 288 221
Ontario Cent. Gospel Temple St. Catherines Rev. J. West 2,610 1,677
Prince Ed. Is. Grace Bapt, Church Charlottetown Rev. A, Rockwell 134 130
Quebec Snowden Bapt. Church Dollard Desor. Rev. M. Brown
Saskatchewan U, Dr. Alliance Ch. Saskatoon Rev. W. Boldt 538 530

now...relive the GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD in a way never before possible «

HY

brings you a magnificent new dramatization of the life of JESUS CHRIST. ;
A compelling . . . narrative presentation recreating the sights . . . the sounds. . .the emotions . . .
the very feeling of following JESUS in HiS daily life. ‘

e LISTEN to the story of JESUS—ifram HIS birth in a
manger in HIS crucifixion at Calvary.

ORIGINAL MUSIC SCORE provides dramatic background
music to heighten your emotions and create a iotal
involvement of the listener in these, the most dramatic
incidents ever occurring in history.

TWO YEARS IN THE MAKING All
incidents presented In this magnificent
set have been carefully researched for

authenticity. Basad on the Gospels of
St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke
and St. Johp—-——

FORMERLY SOLD AT $49.95 NOW—JUST IN TIME FOR
CHHISTMAS GIFT GIVING—

$19.99

“You could give no finer
Christras gift . .. ."
MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY
Multi Medis Marketing
110 E. 9th Street Los Angels, CA 20015

Please send me _________ only Jasus: A Biography atbum(s)
at only $18.95 each, plus $1.50 sach to cover postage and
handling. {Calif. residents add an additional 6% sales tax.)
Enclosed is my check (or M.O.}ior 8

» EXPERIENCE the happiness and joy of Mary running
to tell her oider cousin, Elizabeth, .
about the visit of the Angel Gabriel.

@ HEAR the recreation of the
street sounds and nolgy
crowds of Jerusaiem.

® RELIVE the worries and frustrations of Joseph and
Mary as they search for their iost 12 year oid son.

& UNDERSTAND the impulsiveness of Peter
as you actually hear him splash into the water
and swim ashore to his Master.

Mot & coliection of Bible verses or a serles of sermons
-« JESUS: A BIOGRAPHY Is a dramatic . ..
compelling . . . re-enactment of the recorded Incidents
in the life of JESUS with a vivid porirayal of the
human drama which must have surrcunded them as
they oocurred.

200 PROFESSIONAL ACTORS, sound effects men,
musicians, ailow you the opportunity to close your
eyes and actually picture these historically

significant events. Hear the murmurs of the

crowds-—— the animals—the street sounds. A total ALBUMS BEAUTIFULLY Address
recreation of the most Important happenings i ENCASED IN AN ELEGANT 1 gy State, Zip
the life of JESUS. LIBRARY SLIPCASE e e e e o 1 e v
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S
Sunday Volunteer | Full-Time fAverage
Professions| New School Fublisher $.5. Church Financial Kumber Bus
Denomination of Faith Members [Envoliment Used Workers | Siaff tncome of Buses | Attendance
vp. Bapt, 25 173 16 - 1 I 6,500 H 87
ep. Bapt, 1,275 344 - Bapiist Pub. 131 - - 15 586
- embly of God 174 62 471 Word of Life 27 4 151,000 2 34
< ep. Bapi. 2,273 2,542 16,603 Write Own 540 34 - 58 1,846
Ciithern Baptiss 307 330 3,528 Southern Baptis[ 411 15 755,864 7 140
. ep. Baptist 401 5 160 Write Own I3 1 15,000 4 120
s mtian & Miss. Alli. 4 - 382 Gospel Light 41 3 43,025 2 45
p. Bapt, 125 116 - Baptist Pub. 60 9 300,600 13 374
i v Baptist 40 123 - - 71 7 140,072 3 53
Tist 230 160 897 Write Own 36 4 83,566 i 349 -
vup. Bapt. 250 45 350 Write Own 20 I 36,000 4 200
+ thern Baptist 261 204 981 Southern Haptist 125 5 105,000 10 344
o Baptist 324 74 - Write Own 18 i 22977 3 90
: veostal - . 378 Full Gospel Pub. 18 4 93,741 2 25
<. Baptist 102 34 300 Write Own 10 i 60,000 - -
Cawship Bapt. 26 29 741 Scripture Press 42 2 75,412 5 183
ied Baptist 38 71 420 Baptist Pub, 48 i 33,893 3 180
SUYAn 89 17 566 Wesley Press 21 2 68,900 7 - 236
v ecostal, 393 80 2,536 Full Gospel Pub. 200 7 353,000 19 1120
iowship Bapt, - - - Keg. Bat, Press 15 2 - - -
ionce 100 61 900 - 70 10 435,000 - -
\
;A fascinating account of ATINDU COMES TO CHRIST %
what happens when God ' : w
réaches down through the ‘
fabric of a pagan, demon- ;
dominated philosophy to retrieve a man in whom He would put His !
spirit—and then through him offer Christ’s redemption to others in |
¢ the same melee of confusion and frustration.”
L —Robert Waiker, Editor
. Christian Life Publications
g
{% “A unigue revelation of the inward struggles of a Yogi and guru
| and the ultimate triumph over death that he discovered. | found it

challenging and inspiring. Must reading.” —Hal Lindsey

Here Is a book for everyone
concerned about the rising
popularity of Eastern rali-
gions. An autobiography of
unexcailed insight and sen-
sitivity. Death of a Guru
traces the path of Rabi
Maharaj. . .Hindu, Yogi and
guru...as he turns away
from his native religion to

find life and meaning in Available at your local > \ il
Christ. %)OOkS‘::)TG orirom | ?ﬁﬁ‘? Dﬁ% Hi}ﬁf o
Paperbound ........ $3.85 ‘
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