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This 7th annual Chrisiian Life listing of the 100 Largest Sunday Schools contains many surprises: Attendance
at Jack Hyles' First Baptist Church jumped from an average of 7,
11,303; two churches, begun the first year of the sur

longer dominate the list,

he 7th annual Chrisiian
Life listing of the 100 lar-
gest Sunday Schools con-
tains many surprises. Al-
though the Baptists still
_Jdclaim most of the large
schools, the Pentecostals are growing.
And enthusiasm is spilling over inte
other denominations. While large Sun-
day Schools continue to use buses to
bring children to the house of God,
there’s a changing attitude toward
Sunday morning greyhounds. The idea
of super-aggressive  evangelism s
spreading across the super churches,
and most of those with financial trou-
bles appear to have weathered the
storm,

If the annual listings were a stock

837 each week to an almost unbelievabi
vey, are now on the list; and Bible Baptist churches no

BY ELMER TOWNS, Sunday School Editor, Christian Life magazine

car race, the Hammond, Ind., Sunday
School, pastored by Dr. Jack Hyles,
would have almost lapped the field
with an average attendance of 11,303,
nearly double that of second place
Highland Park Baptist Church, Chat-
tancoga, with its average attendance
of 6,787,

Hyles motivates the students at the
church-owned Hyles-Anderson Col-
lege to win souls and fill buses. Fach
week, more than 400 young evangel-
ists spread out over Chicago to enlist
Sunday School attendees. An average
of 5,706 come by buses cach week.

Last December 16, in the face of a
threatening snow storm. 23.024 at-
tended Hyles” Sunday School, a mod-
ern record. More than 11,500 riders

came on 204 buses, and more thun
2,000 professed faith in Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior. Some criticize
Hyles™ 200 baptisms cach week, claim-
ing he force-feeds them into the wa-
ter. But his growth of 3,466 per weck
cver last year's average should silence
his critics: Those who profess salva-
tion remain in the church.

Of course, not everyone likes the
listing of the 100 largest Sunday
Schools. A critic recently accused pas-
tors of the growing churches of “only
desiring recognition by making the
top 100 list.™ And advoeates of small-
group Christianity make fun of large
churches, accusing them of being im-
personal and shallow, more interested
in statistics than people. However, it's
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i : Fist Eﬂpiiéi Church Hammond, Ind. Dr. Jack Hyles 11,303
2 ?iighmnd ?ark Baptist Church Chattanooga, Tenn. D, Lee Rabcrmﬁ 6,787
i First Baptist Church Dalias, Tex. Dr. W. A, Criswell 5,970
4 Canton Bapli:zt Temple Canton, Ohio Dr. Harold Hmnigcr 4,620 -
5 First Baptist Church of Van Nuys Yan Nuys, Calif, Dr. Harold L. Fickett, Jr. 3,829
8 yi'rihiiy Bzzji;tfst Church Jacksonville, Fla. D, Robert G Gray, Jr, 3.546
6 ‘Caivar'y T&:‘m’p‘!c Denver, Colo. Dr. Charles £ Blair 3.380 285
7 mdién&poiis ﬂnpzist Temple Indianapolis, Ind. Dir. Greg Dixon 3,262 o 143
9 16 . Beth Haven Baptist Church Louisville, Ky. Dr. Thomas H. Wallace 3.239 el
! 10 The Chapel in University Park Akron, Chio Dr. David Burnham 2.996 +2&»9 L
i1 9 Madison Church of Christ Madison, Tenn. 2. Ira Morth 2,973 +1
12 H First Baptist Church Jucksonville, Fla Dr. Homer G, Lindsay, Jr. 2,964
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easier to criticize a survey than an actu-
al church,

The annual listing of large Sunday
Schools, begun in 1968, is credited by
others with helping revise the pessi-
mistic attitude toward Sunday Schools

which was felt in the 1960s when
Life magazine slurred, “Sunday School
is the most wasted hour of the week.”
Whether or not the listing is the actual
cause of the current Sunday School
revival can never be measured, but by
reflecting that mainline denominations
were declining while the smaller evan-
gelical denominations and independent
churches were healthy, it seemed to give
real impetus to growth. Both denomin-
ational and independent schools have
been challenged by the success and
techniques of the large churches.

An unbelievable story of two non-
Baptist churches was begun the year
the first survey of the 100 largest
churches appeared. Dino Pedrone be-

came  pastor of The Door

Open
Church, Chambersburg, Pa., with 150
persons at that time. As a yvoung pas-
tor, a few years out of Bible college,
he was motivated by analyzing the

similarities of the large churches.
This year he jumped into the listing
with an attendance of 1,284, had a
high attendance of over 3,200, and

RUNNERS-UP

First Baptist Church ... . 1,208
Anderson, S.C,

Westside Assembly of God ...
Davenport, lowa

Northside Baptist ... 1,193
5t Petersburg, Fla.

Abundant Life Memorial

Church .o 1,193
Indianapolis, Ind.
The Peoples Church ... £172

Fresno, Calif.

dedicated a new 1,400-seat auditorium.
Their total assets are over one million
dollars,

“When 1 first read the listing, it con-
firmed the deep conviction I had of
what a church ought to be. It motivated
me to hard work in the correct ways,”
Pedrone says.

Calvary Temple, Springfield, I,
also was begun in 1968, the year the
100 dargest survey first appeared.
‘astor M.C. Johnson determined to
make the listing, and this year aver-
aged 1,330,

And the Sunday School renaissance
is felt in other places besides America.
Bahamian Pastor Howard Mills, Bap-
tist Bible Church, Nassau, says he has
read Christian Life for five vyears,
and is inspired by the listing. Today,
over 400 attend Sunday School, many
coming on their three Sunday School
buses. This fall, the all-black congre-
pation occupies (conrinued on page§4)
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1 8.0 92,997,000 165 3,706 Independent Baptist Write their own
4 2,151 - 21 838 tndependent Baptist Write their own, Baptist Pub..
3 431 5,010,500 3 110 Southern Baptist Southern Baptist
. - 47 1,000 Baptist Bible Fellowship Regular Baptist Press, Baptist Pub, ‘
" Si4d 5.77%.561 {0 350 Buptist Southern Baptist, Gospel Light Pub.
¢ 932 600,000 62 2.350 Baptist Bible Fellowship Write their-own. e
- 2,040,701 3 200 Interdenominational Gospel Light Pub.,‘Scri\pturé Press
o 445 612,237 a2 1.450 Baptist Bible Fellowship Write their own -
0 1,701 1,172,789 42 2,500 Independent Baptist Write their own ‘ ; ,
] 168 700,000 5 163 Tndependent Baptist Gospel Light, Scripmm I’n‘cs:&,;ﬂamm? ,
{46 575,816 [} 235 Chureh of Christ L 20th ‘Ceni’ury Christian: Gospel Advocite =
i 636 1,151,007 16 450 Southern Baptist So. Bap., Serip. Press, Bap. Pub., Ch.

feontinued on agre 38 )
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W H iiwwc-d Hollywend, Fla. Dr. Yerle ﬁ;cketman .- 2.679 20
€ ﬁt@f:h ‘ Pontiae, Mich. ﬁr Tom Ma o HiB
‘ Amarillo, Tex. DWW nfmd M{mw - 2,353 482
Del City, Okla. Rev %Emlev E bmnh 2,346 +i53
Riverdale, Md. ' i 2,332 noeBE
Springfield. Mo. Dr.D. A, (favm , 2,289 102
Charlotte, N. C. Dr.W.Jack Hudson 2048 436
Decatur, Ga, Dr. Curtis W, Hutson 2139 162
Miami, Fla. Dr. Donald O. Manuel 2,119 +326
Tampa, Fla. Dr. Ronald L. s;,h.mcr 2085 412
ai’;?mmh L ubhock, Tex Dr. Jaroy Weber 2,033 gy
Pﬁarde ;Gwve Cummmxiy Church Garden Grove, Calif, Dr. Robert H. Schuller : 2,028 +81
{mm %wﬁ Baptist Church I't. Worth, Tex. Dr. James E. Coggin 2,009 -38
{)am;ﬁmx %av Bafmrt Church Mobile, Ala. MNone 1.958 -83
rf’am Cities Baptist Church Daatlas, Tex. Drr. Hevbert B Howard 1,507 +87
 Bellevue Bzpiist Church Memphis, Tenn. Dr. Adrian Rogers 1.859 +i16
k?’ailﬂwec«ﬁ Baptst Church Houston, Tex. D, Lester 8, Collins, Jr, 1.836 +38
S(mﬁ; Sheridan Baptist Church Denver. Col, P, £d Nelson 1835 +i81
_ Dawson Memeria) Baptist Church Birmingham, Ala, Dr. Edgar M. Arcndal 1,829 +44
Kansas Ciiy Baptist Temple Kansas City, Mo. Rev, Truman E. Dollar 1.814 +27
ﬁospel Light Baptist Church Walkertawn, N Rev., Robert £ Roberson 1808 i

12 INDIVIDUAL TITLES
NOW AVAILABLE

- The Start of the Start

« Don't Miss the Boat

« Who Do You Trust

« Hands Up Moses

+ Too Many Gods

+ Build Your Best

« You Can't Run Away From God
- The Widow's Mite

- The Lost Coln

- The Prodigal Son

« The Man Who Changed His Name
o Undercover Christians

Iice

EACH STORY COMES WITH:

$:% 10 Cartoen Readers—Colorful cartoon strips tell a
Bible story, Isading to ceordinated activities and music

See your local music dealer or write:

B LesicanMuiric Ine.

-%:%Te:each@r's Gulde— A helpful collection of activity ldeas:

A Great
Learning Aid
for All
Children’s
Leaders

“%S(n“along Hecord—A 45 rpm recording of a song
further sxpresses the Bible story

skite, games, discussion guides, song sheet and more

BIG 8TORY titles—5$5.98 each
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Baptist Bible Fellowship
Baptist Bible Fellowship

Southern Baptist

Southern Baptist

Baptist Bible Fellowship
Baptist Bible Fellowship ]
330 Independent Baptist i
] 841 Independent Baptist E%z,i,ﬁtfﬁ Publical:
622 Southern Baptist Writes own, So
198 Baptist Bible Fellowship Py
82 Southern Baptist
201 Reformed Church in America
222 Southern Baptist
&0 Southern Baptist
103 Southern Baptist . ’
299 Seuthern Baptist Smstimmggmgg
b Southern Baptist 3032{31&3‘!% Bapti:
217

a3 2
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Independent Baptist Writen own, £

Southern Baptist Southern Baptist

Baptist. Pixh, Child B

~Adult classes use Bi

Baptist Bible Fellowship

Independent Bapt

OC

1313 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403

For mere information chask 60 on card.

| whar the
WORLA Needs now is....

LOVE — from those who

know what it really is. Caring Christians —
concerned enough to share their message with
a desperate world.

REACHING ALL is a new book that belongs in
every Christian's library. it's an outgrowth of the
Internationat Congress on World Evangelization

held in Lausanne, Switzerland.

REACHING ALL is both a sarious study guide
and a call to action, designed for those who really
are concerned about extending thair outreach —
about meeting the spiritual needs of their
community. lis innovative formal makes it ideal for
personal study, as well as for group study — in
Sunday Schools, Bible studfes, and pastors’

lay witness courses.

The complete deluxe paperback edition is
available from your local Christian bookstore
for $4.95. For group study, each of the six
chapters is available in bookiet form

for 95¢ each.
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Nﬁrth‘?haeﬂiﬁ Baptist. Chz.zrch - Phoenix, Ariz. Dr. Richard ‘A, Jackson 1,796 +282
m‘aany Farsi Ch, of the Nazarene Bethany, Okla. Dir. Ponder W, Gilliland 1,751 +93
j Mﬁﬁsﬁimn Ba;}t;sz Temp}e Massillon, Ohio Dy, Bruce DN Cummons 1,745 40
33 fl irst Bapum Lhuzch Wichita Falls, Tex. Br. Laadrum P, Leavell 1.735 115
46 Bmadwa}; Chuzeh of Christ Lubbock, Tex. Dr. Joe R, Barnett 1,704 +40
48 t,Bapz;s! Church ei‘ {ake woad Long Beach, Calil. D James A, Borror 1.677 53
47 ;;:;Moiiné Ga‘sp‘xy’fl‘“’i‘empit : . Moline, HL Dr. Charles L. Hollis 1.676 +70
87 Seott Mémﬂ;{iai i}aptis& Church : San Dicgo, Calif. Dr, Tim F: LaHaye 1,659 +392
52 First Baptist éh&!mb Columbia, 8. €. I3r. H. Edwin Young 1,615 +{04
42 Fir«f Baptist Church San Antonio, Tex. iy, Yinmy B, Alien 1,545 <55
49 C;ais,;“ary Baptist Church Hayel Park, Mich. Dr. Pavid D, Allen 1,545 -15
65 Rible Baptist Church Savannah, Ga. Dr. C. A, Hodges © 1,545 +131
Fi!‘si Baptist Church Nashville, Tenn. v, H. Franklin Paschall 1,545 +47
;: The Peoples Church ] Toronto, Canada Rev. Paul B. Smith i.544 +142
Lreater Firﬁt Pentecostal Church Alexandria, La. Rev. Gerald A, Mangun 1,528 +445
First Aﬁsﬂﬁiﬁb!}/ of God Church Oklahoma City, Okla. D, Daniel T. Sheaffer 1,526 +732
ﬁ')l\éaty Temple Fort Wayne, Ind. Rev, Paul E. Paino 1.522 +132

!*ﬂsi Baptist Church Midland, Tex. Dr. L. L. Moyriss 1513 +5(}
; wsembly of God Tabernacle Atlanta, Ga. Rev. James G, Mayo 1.499 +6h1
‘rozzdmem Baptist Church Shreveport., La. Dr. Seott L. Tatum 1.486 +72
: : %ﬁmi} Btieet Baptist Church Maurietta, Ga. Dr. Nelson Price 1.475 «125
orthwest Bantist Church Miami, Fla. Rev. F. William Chapman 1,473 34)
fﬁyeﬁe Park Baptist Church Austin, Tex. 3r. Ralph M. Smith 1.472 +R4
Grace Community Ch%zfc%x Tempe. Ariz. Rev. Guy A, Davidson 1.470 +366
:yfifutmn Baptist Temple Tucson, Ariz. Rev, Louis W, Johnson 1,470 +34
:éeihmda Baptist Chureh Brownshury, Ind. Rev. Donald Tvler 1456 +86
k f‘l*“«t Baptist Church Merritt Island, Fla. D, Hmmy E. Jackson j.454 +31

« First Baptist {’hé‘rch . Orlando, Fla. By, Henrv Parker 1,453 + 1571
’ ‘Qecané i’oﬂce I”ﬂ;‘ Leon Rﬁphm Ch - Atlanta, Ga, Dr. Russell H. Dilday, Jr, 1,441 =22
 Bethany Bible Church Phoenix, Ariz. Dr. John L. Mitchel] 1.420 F131
3 f“m‘m fmm 8t Chumit Augusta, Ga. Dr. Lawrence V. Bradley, Jr. 1418 <27
‘ First H:&pmi Church k New Custle, Del Dy, ALV, Henderson Ldla -3
Fiist Baptist Church Birmingham, Ala. Rev. Ralph D. Feld 1,412 +87
50 Waiﬁm Simetﬁafﬁisz Church Louisville, Ky, Dr. Wavne Dehoney 1,406 ]
. Lcmg!%ﬁae?z First Churchofthe Nazarene . Long Beach, Calil, Rev. Bill £, Burch 1,405 +304
62 Broadmoor Baptist Church ‘ Backson. Miss. Dr. David R. Grant 1403 29

69 Calvary Baptist Church Belllower, Calif, D3, H. Frank Collins 1,400 3
74 Firétﬂaptist Chureh Tulsa, Okla. D, Warren £, Huligren 1,392 +60
94 f?'aLif#,"i‘&betﬁﬂc!&&nifcé Pentecostal Ch. Houston. Tex. Hev. James Lo Kilgore 1.389 +256
56 Fxm Christian Chureh Canton, Ohio Dr. Richard Crabtree 1376 -115
91 Merth Long Beach Brethren Ch. Long Beach. Cahf. D, George (3, Pesk 1.367 +105
88 Am}‘mwa Memorial B&pii&t Church Graham, N. C. Rav. Donald R. Carter 1.366 w7
84 First Baptist Church Arlington, Tex. P Henard E, East 1.344 -
B0 Tubernacle Raptist Church Greenville, §. C. Dr, Harold B. Sightler 1,343 +75
”'Wadfﬁané Baptist Church Winston Salem, N. ¢ Rev. R. Zeno Grace 1339 e
f!’*m&! Bap%m Chuech Bossier City, 1. Div, Damon ¥V, Vaughn !.335 i W»@

’ s Chuarch Springficld, 1 Rev. M. Codohnson 1.336 a6
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of Baptisms

Benamination

Southern Baptist
Church of the Nazarene
Independent Baptist

Southern Baptist

Church of Christ
Baptist General Conference
Intl, Church of Foursquare Gospel,

Baptist Bible Fellowship

Southern Baptist
Southern Baptist
Raptist C Gospel Lishr

Baptist Bible Fellowship . Writs their own

Seuthern Baptist { Boutbern Duptis
Independent
United Pentecostal = Pentecostal

Asseimblies of God : (jé:ﬁ;ﬁ:? Pﬂ’iﬁ fae

TP

Independent

20,801 . Southern Baptist
54 50,000 9 e Assemblies of Gou
6l ’?54,%»-’38 - Sauthern Baptist
250 T803.000 Southern Huaptist
210 k Southern Baptist
172 Southern Baptist
1G4 Interdenominational
i 81 Baptist Bible Fellowship
134 Gen'l Ass'n of Reg. Baptist Ch.
264 Southern Haptist
143 Southern Baptist
48 Southern Baptist
- Non-Denominational
178 Southern Baptist
140 Haptist Bible Fellowship
135 Southern Baptist
159 southern Baptist
13 Church of the Nazarene
105 Southern Baptist
178 Baptist Bible Fellowship
40 Southern Baptist
- United Pentecostal
87 Christian Church
50 Brethren
203 Baptist Bible Fellowship
56 Southern Baptist
28 Baptist Bible Fellowship
45 Baptist Bible Fellowship
102 Southern Baptist
204
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B 79 Denver First Chy of the Mazarene Englewcod. Colo. Rov, W, Donald Wellman 1.325 +75
B Briarlake Baptist Chureh Decatur, G, Rev. ). Hoffman Harris 1. 157

82 90 College Avenue Baptist Church San Diego. Calif. Rev. Robert &, Luther 1,224
R4 : Wﬁigw Meadows Baptist Church Fouston, Tex, L4t}
%5 67 Limerick Chapel Limerick, Pa. 3
%6 82 First Baptist Church Oklahon City, Okla. i.287 ol
B7 - The Open Tiabr Church ' Chambersburg, Pa Dine - Pedrone 1,284 477
By 86 MU Carinel Christian Church Decatur, Ga, Juck H. Ballard 1281 .
LA Plymouth Park Baptist Church Irving, Tex. D B O, Baker 14
B0 First Brethren Chureh Long Beach, Calif, Py, David L. Hocking .
g1 Reimer Road Baptist Church Wadswaorth, Ohto Rev. John Powell +234
92 64 CHIT Temple Baptist Church Daallas, Texas Dy, AL Douglas Watierson L2068 a1
@37 ! Beihel Baptist Chureh Memphis, Tenn. Dr. Roy Westmorelind 1,252 +300
Q4.0 98 cmmanuel Faith Community Church Escondido, Calif. . Richard L. Strauss 1,239 +2{}
85 Buncoast Cathedral St Petersburg, Fla. Rev, Don Rippy 1.237 307
gy First Baptist Chusch Elkchart, ind. Revy, Daniel B, Gelant 1.237 *163
87 99 First Baptist Church Spartanburg, S, O Dr, Alastair O Walker 1,225 o453
. Minthand O Baptist Church Louisville, Ky, Hev, LaVeme Butler 1,224 5
Laven Drive Baptist Church Gurland, Tex, D, Gary LD Coleman

i Baptist Temple Kansas City, Mo.

D Parker Datley

1.217 Cargl

Because Johnny attends public school.
Johnny alse goes to Sunday school.
Does that bother you?
it surely bothers us!

May we share with you what we're doing
to help the church implement audia visuals?

KEN ANDERSON FILMS

P.0O. BOX 618 DEPT. CGOOC
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 46580
TELEPHONE: {219) 287-5774
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& ; 2% Nazarene
- L Southern Baptist
; - : k, Baptist General Conf. 10 ;
! M Southern Baptist " Z’érﬁﬁ!ﬁﬁ 1 Buptist
P 8 - iﬁﬁ [ndependent - Member IFCA ﬁ&%p&iLigﬁi '
' 5 izi" Southern Baptist Zputhern ﬁmii%{
§ X0 G fndependent Union Gospel Prewy ;
4 é} Christian Srandard Pub., Gospel Light
; 3 75 Southern leptixf Seuthern ﬁamiag\f L
- ;_; - , , o - = Wat'l Fellowship of Brethren Ch.
197 / :wz;ﬂm{} 17 CEED fadependent Baptist Baptist ?ui}iim{imﬁ& Begular | ]
; a1 BELE9 - : Southern Baptist Southern &%:%ptisik E k
i 421 : 204,000 S Tt e 4 independent HBaptist Write their own, Regular
102 . kﬁmk,iifsf‘;; 3 k A0 Indep. Fund. Churches of Am. S(:rip%@"k‘: if’mﬂs, Gospe
3 . wﬁ%"gﬁ‘f}f} i ;13‘”"{3 Assemblics of God [BEVILE {:ﬁak ﬁi}ﬁp“
75 1345 6 oA independent Baptist (G AR B.C.)  Regular Baptist Press, B

Southern Baptist Southern Bapti
Southern Bapil
Haptist Pub., Sexi

 Baptist Publication

Southern Baptist
Baptist Bible Fellowship

Baptist Bible Fellowship

BY MAIL
YOU CAN BECOME A
SUCCESSFUL CHRISTIAN WRITER

“Writing is a skill that can be taught and learned by mail,”
says Janice Franzen, executive editor of Christian Lijfe maga-
zine.

She should know. Every issue of Christian Life magazine, as well as many
other Christian publications, contains erticles written by men and women
whe have discovered thar Christian writing can become a profiteble ministry.

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

No longer is it necessary for you

to simply wish you could become

a successful writer. Today we can
begin tc help you. For complete
information fill out and return
the coupon below. No obligation.

e s A G N WESS G W WAy sl AW WA GO STAK. Y GRTNS W EXAI GNP GUDA GO S s GUDTN WD QLW SN S IR GIR) WHCH ST S Gay NAus

Gundersen Drive & Schmale Road
Wheston, 1L 60187

s, please send me without obligation information on how 1o learn to write

Christinn  Writers Instifute o

A3

hy mail.

Mame

GRADUATES SUCCEED
Graduates of CWI achieve notable
successes. Many have authored
books as well as magazine arti-
cles. Others hold prominent posi-
tions in publishing houses and on
the staff of Christian periodicals.

Address

City Staie

i
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