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A time of reflection

Focal point of campus
Three years ago, students were shown pictures of the future
Arthur S. DeMoss Learning Center. We laughed. We did not think
that Liberty University could build something that actually had
architectural value. Coffee House parodied the building project,
looking forward 10 years from now when the building is still in It's
beginning stages.
We stand corrected. The new DeMoss Learning Center Is almost
completely finished. With the exception of landscaping the front
a n d / o r making a parking lot in front, the building looks great People from Lynchburg have commented that they are impressed with
what Liberty h a s done with DeMoss.
Despite the problems the building project has caused — the
muddy floors, the lack of parking spaces, etc. — most students are
thrilled that Liberty Is starting to look like a "real college." The problems with the mud, the parking, etc., are a small price to pay for
bigger and better classrooms, faculty offices and library.
-Lee Ann Llvesay (as adapted from the April 2 3 Champion)
/ ^ l l T h e Liberty
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IN MEMORY OF — Dedication of the Arthur S. DeMoss
Learning Center was held on May 8 , 1 9 8 5 . Dr. Fahvell spoke
and Mrs. Nancy DeMoss cut the ribbon at the ceremony.
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Arthur S. DeMoss—the man who made it possible
By Diana Bell, editor in chief
It's a part of every Liberty
student's vocabulary. "Where
are you headed?" "To DeMoss."
We hear It every day and we
pass It every day. It's emblazoned across our main academic building. But do we even
know who Arthur S. DeMoss
was, much less why this building is named in honor of him?
Arthur DeMoss was known
as a philanthropist, a doer of
good deeds and a generous / / .
person. But he wasn't
always the selfless giver he Is
now remembered as. His first
Job was as a bookie, and
according to "Power for Living,"
he ran two profitable "horse
rooms" and owned three Cadillacs by the time he was 24.
His life changed after his
conversion to Christianity. At
the age of 25 he followed an
unusual calling. Tony Campolo,
former pastor to DeMoss and
wife Nancy, remembered when
DeMpss told him he was giving
his life to full-time Christian
service. In a 1999 Time magazine article, Campolo said he
assumed DeMoss meant he was
going to be a missionary. "Oh,
no. We have enough missionaries. We need people who will
make a huge amount of money
to support missionaries,"
DeMoss responded. He was also
known for his evangelistic
efforts among business people,
whom he considered to be a
neglected mission field, according to gospelcom.net.
And he did Just that. DeMoss
made his multl-million dollar
fortune in the Insurance busi-

ing an 800 number was the way
to get the book. According to
Time magazine article printed
in 1999, the foundation spent
more than $27.8 million to air
these commercials for six
months.
Before the "Power for Living"
campaign, the DeMoss Foundation made waves with its
antiabortion ads. The first ran
the tag line "Life. What a beautiful choice," and featured babies
that had not been aborted, but
— — — —
had been
unplanned.
Another ad
featured a
baby playing
beside the
-a f r a m e d m o t t o on DeMoss' desk image of an
unborn
>? baby (via
sonogram) playing. "The only
pllnlng in nature."
difference," the ad says, "Is that
An excerpt from his writings
the baby on the left is already
posted on daughter Nancy's
born and the baby on the right
Web site, reviveourhearts.com,
would very much like to be."
explains why he did this. "Now
The foundation also promoted
giving is not really dependent
youth abstinence in the "You're
on how much income you have
Worth Waiting For" ads.
or how much money you Have
In the bank, or even how much
DeMoss died on a tennis
faith you have. Rather It is
court in 1979 at the age of 53.
related to how great and trustHe left $200 million to the founworthy is the living God who*
dation. His wife Nancy is now
has promised to supply all of
the CEO of the foundation.
our needs."
Now when students look up
at the beautiful Arthur S.
DeMoss and his foundation
DeMoss Learning Center they
may best be known as the force
behind the "Power for Living" TV will know the man It was named
commercials and magazine ads. for. A man—who even after giving millions of dollars away—
These ads featured Christian
said, "I have not given Him
celebrities such as Miss Amernearly enough. I'm ashamed of
ica Heather Whitestone McCalmyself; He has been so good to
lum and Yankee pitcher Andy
PHOTO PROVIDED
Pettitte sharing their testiBENEFACTOR — Arthur & DeMoss is more than a name on a building. He was also
monies and pitching a book
much more than a successful businessman. DeMoss was a man of God and served Hkn
called "Power for Living." Callby supporting other Christian organizations, including Liberty.

ness, National Liberty Life
Insurance Co. He sold the
Insurance to conservative
Christians through TV ads that
featured Art Linkletter. He gave
nearly half his salary to his
foundation, the Arthur S.
DeMoss Foundation, which he
later founded in 1955. The purpose of that foundation was and
Is to this day "to support [Christian] programs initiated and
managed by the foundation
that are evangelical and dlsci-

Attempt something so
impossible that unless God
is in it, is doomed.

David DeMoss honored with David's Place
Arthur S. DeMoss Isn't the only DeMoss family member honored by Liberty University. DeMoss' son David
also has a building named for him. David's Place was
built and opened In 1989 and was donated In memory of
his son.
"David's Place is dedicated to the memory of David A.
DeMoss, a gentle and loving young man who died tragically in an automobile accident In January 1988 while a
student at LU," Twenty Years of Miracles, the 25th
anniversary book, said. According to the 1989 Selah,
Mrs. Nancy DeMoss wanted people to remember David's
sweet, fun-loving personality In a way he would have
appreciated and a student union was the perfect idea.
She donated $500,000 to renovate the former physical
plant warehouse that was originally where David's Place

now stands.
Renovations to David's Place were made in 1998 and
completed In September of 1999. A donation by the
DeMoss family lnitltated the changes, according to the
1999 Selah. A computer controlled thermostat, a mural,
new furniture, carpet and ceramic tile were the changes
made Inside. The volleyball courts were upgraded, basketball courts were added a s well as additional lighting
and a sidewalk made up the changes outside;
The DeMoss family has had a tremendous Impact on
this campus. These buildings stand as reminders of their
Christian testimony and service to the Lord.
PHOTO COURTESY TWENTY YEARS OF MIRACLES

LIKE A SON

Dr. Fahvell with David DeMoss.

-By nut in i Bell, cxlttor Ui chief
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T h e n e w DeMoSS—another part of the vision fulfilled
from a financial crisis as
well as an accreditation
crisis that nearly crippled
the university in the mid90s, the university was
poised for growth. The
benevolence of an anonymous donor contributing
to the DeMoss Project
resulted In the funding for
the growth, and the $ 12
million needed for the
addition was received. In
early November 1999,
David Caswell, the assistant director offieldoperations, said that he
"expected it [DeMoss] to
be completed in two
years."
In February 2000, the
Liberty Champion
reported that construction on the facility, which
would be highlighted by
columns and "Jeffersonian" architecture, would
JOHNl'lSI ,ER begin to take place in the
WINDOW DRESSING — An up close look at the Jeffersonian architecture of the DeMoss building.
near future. However, it
The impressive rise of DeMoss catches many motorists eyes while traveling on Rt. 460.
would be nearly a year
before ground would be
broken.
By Wes Rickards, reporter
that held over 10,000 resident would be needed on top of the
A reason behind the slugoriginal DeMoss building to
students, plans for the most
gishness was that the original
have the capacity to hold stuMotorists who drive Route
practical way to solve the
contractors, Coleman-Adams,
dents over the. course of the
460 on a regular basis have
lack-of-space problems were
was unable to devise a plan
seen It grow. It took a few long
researched by the administra- next few decades; the cost of
this building venture was $25 that would allow construction
months, but the colossal
tion.
to take place without moving
million.
brick structure of the newly
T h e initial research phase
the students completely out of
According to Clark Jones,
renovated Arthur S. DeMoss
indicated that the most feasithe existing DeMoss structhe student body president at
Learning Center has supble means of generating the
ture.
Liberty, steps were taken durplanted the Vines Center as
necessary space was to build
ing the construction of the
According to J.O. Renalds,
the most noticeable building
additional floors on the curfirst floor to allow for such a
Liberty's Director of Field
from the highway.
rent DeMoss Learning Centhing to take place. "DeMoss
Operations, the contractors
ter," according to the DevelopThe vision for construction
was strategically built back in
said that the<ideal situation
ment and Alumni Affairs as
came Ave years ago, in 1997.
the '80s to support additional
would be to shut the building
stated on Liberty's Web site.
Looking towards a future in
floors," Jones said.
down for six to eight months.
The University determined
which Liberty would support
But with the exception of
After emerging victorious
that three additional floors
an academic environment

SPEAKUP

W n a l d0

"As a nursing major, I
like the new nursing
department—more room
for classes and equipment."

"More room for classes,
and looks good from
460."

—Nina Mendell, Fr.
Orange County, Va.

—Tom Dwight, Sr.
Burlington, Iowa

scheduled academic breaks,
DeMoss was occupied. Liberty
needed a builder that could
work around a busy DeMoss.
On Oct 24,2000, Kodiak
Construction signed a contract with the university, saying that construction would
take 425 days, ready in time
for the Spring 2002 semester.
T h e coordination
between the contractors and
LU was a major challenge,"
Renalds said. T h e contractor said it was a 'formidable
task' to expand the existing
building, [and] the superintendent said it was the 'most
challenging' project he's ever
done."
T h e contractor and subcontractors showed the maximum effort to get this complex structure completed on
time," Renalds added.
"Kodiak was a lit both
financially and with the way
that Liberty wanted it to be
built," Jones said, citing that
classes have gone on in
DeMoss as scheduled and
that earlier fears of classes
being held on Saturday
mornings at 7 a.m. In the
Vines Center, in portable
trailers or even the movie
theater never came to
fruition.
There has been very few
complaints and total compliance from the entire university community," Renalds
said. T h e students were
kind and considerate
through the entire process.
The spirit was terrific."
Although the construction was, at times, painstak-

ingly slow, the facility gradually began its vertical ascension in early 2001 and with
each passing day, it grows
ever closer to completion.
"It's been a cooperative
effort, between the students,
staff and faculty," Renalds
said. "Without the cooperation of all individuals, it
couldn't have been a success."
"WeVe had the support of
all departments: purchasing,
accounting, budgeting,"
Renalds continued. "It wasn't a one person effort or a
one group of people effort It
was a team effort."

Classes will
be where?
One construction company said that the easiest
way to make the expansion
would be to completely
shut the building down for
six to eight months; meaning, there could be no
classes held in the building. This never happened.
Regardless, rumors spread
about how classes would
be held. Among those
rumors:
—Increased number of
night classes.
—7 a.m. classes.
—Saturday classes.
—Classes in the Vines
Center.
—Classes at Movies 10.
—Classes moved Into
portable trailers.

vou like best about DeMoss?

"It looks like a real college now."

"It looks cleaner,,especially with no carpets."

—Angela Carter,
Administrative Asst.
Lynchburg, Va.

—Shannah Respass, Jr.
Baltimore, Md.

"To me it's the convenience of having classrooms near the office."

"The columns. And it's given
us so much more space and
the opportunity lor the
School of Communication to
be together"

—Dr. David Towles
Spanish professor
Lynchburg, Va.

—Dean William Grlbbln
School of Communications
Lynchburg, Va.
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Future plans for DeMoss, campus drawn up
By Mariel Williams, reporter

built for another 10 or 15 years, Renalds
said.
Renalds did not expect much difficulty
in getting the remainder of the plan
approved. "The approval is probably not a
big deal," Renalds said.
The proposed master plan has been
designed to make the campus more pedestrian friendly, and have more open space.
T h e idea behind this is to create more

Young said, as well as more graduate students.
»
The master plan has been drawn u p by
a special committee, who used the advice of
outside consultants. "We brought in a n
expert planning consultant who understands the needs of colleges," Young said.
The committee considered several factors
in drawing u p the plan. They looked a t features that tend to appeal to students, as

technology could make parts of the plan
obsolete. When today's residence halls
were built, no one knew that In a few years
it would be necessary to hardwire all
dorms.
Student expectations, interests and
lifestyles may change In the next few years,
and the university may alter its direction in
response to these changes. Young gave as
an example the increased interest In
women's
sports in .
recent years.
This is
something
that past
master plan
committees
could not
have predicted.
Sometimes master plans are
changed to
suit the
wishes of
supporters
of the university. "If
donors want
u s to build
something
now, (and
will pay for
It), we'll do
it," Young
said.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Imagine a university campus with
broad, open lawns, dotted with ornamental
trees, flower beds and fountains. Imagine a
campus built to house 10,000 students; a
place where parking Is no problem, yet
more ground Is paved with grass than with
pavement.
Where Is this academic paradise?
U.Va.? Virginia
Tech? No, i t s Liberty
University—in a
decade or so, that is.
A new long-term
plan for campus
development and
expansion has been
drawn up, and waits
approval by Dr.
Borek, the Board of
Trustees and the
Lynchburg City
Council.
"Weve got a draft
master plan that will
be going to the
trustees in May," J.
O. Renalds, Director
of Field Operations,
said. This new plan
allows for growth on
the existing campus,
through such
changes as replacing
current dorms with
taller ones and build- BACK TO THE FUTURE — An artist's rendition of the Arthur S. DeMoss Learning center when construction is completed.The improved DeMoss build"When
ing a parking deck, as ing is just a part of the university's five year plan to expand and improve the campus.
you look out
well as putting a few
20 years, it's
well a s other schools that have made
hard to plan," Young said. Knowing that
residential and academic buildings on the
green space on campus and to create more
changes in the recent past. Focus groups of their ability to predict the future Is limited,
pther side of U.S. Highway 460.
of a walking campus," Renalds said. The
the committee has left room for change.
Liberty University envisioned by the master students, faculty and staff were consulted
Even if the master plan is accepted, It
"We've put as much flexibility in it as possiplan committee will have large, open grassy In the forming of the plan. The administramay be altered or even discarded at some
tion and university.legal consultant also
ble," Young said.
spaces, more sidewalks and more trees. If
point In the next few years, according to
gave input—and of course Dr. Falwell had a
the campus is extended across Highway
Vice President Dave Young. "That's all it Is
However, in the very near future, plans
say.
460, a covered footbridge crossing the road
a plan," Young said. And parts of the plan
can be a little more certain. "We've got a
Is planned. The plan also adds a second
may change. Many suggested changes on
pretty good feel for [the next] five years,"
The committee also considered the enviroad bridge at the southern end of the cam- ronment In which they would be building.
earlier master plans have been discarded
Young said. According to Renalds, the
pus.
over the years. And, if some parts of the
building plans that are most likely to be
"You have to take into consideration some
plan are Implemented, most will not be
restrictions—highways, (he amount of land pursued next are the s t u d e n t center, a
A major part of the master plan is a n
visitor's center and a new residence hall.
expanded stu- available and the airport," Young said.
These changes, Renalds said, will probadent body.
And how, students might ask, will all
bly be made in the next two or three
According to
these wonderful plans be financed? Fundyears. The trustees and the city have
Young, both
ing, Young said, will probably come from
already approved these three buildings,
the undertwo sources: Increased enrollment and pria s well a s two additional d o r m s .
graduate and
vate donations. And there Is always the
graduate
possibility of borrowing funds. Certain
The plan, in Its current manifestation.
schools will
Improvements may have to be made,
Is not definite. The committee in charge of
have to grow
whether there is enough revenue to cover
drawing u p the plan may conceivably
In order to
them or not. "Student growth tends to drive make a few more changes before sending
make the proa lot of things," Young said. "You've got to
it to the board of trustees in May.
posed changes make sure you have the facilities for the
necessary.
students."
"This Is
Young mentioned several different facplanned for
tors that might lead to changes in the plan.
10,000 under- As the campus grows, it must utilize the
graduates."
most up-to-date equipment, so changes In

Need a job? $ $ $ $ $

Christian Based Company seeking
sales managers. 35K Part-time 81K Full time. Call (866)484-0433
www.successcycle.com/craig. Great
benefits while working from home.
No experience necessary - will train.
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Building safety a
priority around students
Kodiak Constructor's, Inc. worked with LU's field operations
to maintain safety while students occupied the building.
By Traci Lawson, reporter
When Kodiak Constructor's, Inc. proposed to do what no other contractor said
could be done, LU responded, "Prove It" And
as the four-story Arthur S. DeMoss academic building gradually rose above the red
dust, Kodiak has proved that DeMoss could
be expanded while safety maintaining occupancy.
Planning for the DeMoss expansion began
In 1997. The team In charge of the planning,
headed by J.O. Renalds, director of field
operations, worked with several local contractors until It boiled down to a choice
between two contractors. One company
could only do three floors instead of four.
And they were going to use beams and
columns and wrap the building in block and
brick The other was going to do the same
but wrap the building with metal studs, siding and brick. Both agreed it could be completed in 18 months, b u t one said the building had to be cleared for six of those months.
The most Important factor in the decision
between the two was the contractor that
could build while DeMoss was si ill in use.
Kodiak presented the most structurally
and economically feasible project and promised that they could build without shutting
down the building.
"When we first started getting bids from
general contractors, our main concern was
for the students, faculty, administration and
stall," Renalds said. Renalds, who has held
his position a s director of field operations
since 1979, said LU wanted to make sure
that everyone, including the contractor and

those occupying the building, was coordinated in the DeMoss expansion. Kodlak's
safety officer put up warning signs and
blockades where appropriate. Dave Caswell,
assistant director offieldof operations, la
LU's full-time safety officer for the project In
addition, the superintendents and foremen
constantly monitor the project Regular carbon monoxide testing monitored the air
quality when gasoline-powered machines
had to be used In certain work tasks, and .
FILE PHOTO
fans circulated the air out of the building.
SAFETY FIRST — Workers from Kodiak Constructors, Inc. were a familiar sight to students.
Renalds said the biggest safety concern
They and Liberty staff ensured that students were safe while construction was under way.
was the contractors, who operate heavy
equipment and work at dangerous heights.
He recalled that during the construction of
willing to work with the DeMoss project He
Renald's job has been awfully busy,
the first
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
said that buildsometimes requiring 18-hour workdays or
ing officials are
longer. His duties as director of field operafloor in
Kodiak w e n t overboard t o
concerned with life
tions, which include directing construction,
1985, a
safety issues
inspection, maintenance, grounds, building
make s u r e people were
mason
because if someservices and trans portauon, nave not oeen
dropped a
safe; we've b e e n very
thing were to go
paused for the DeMoss expansion. Renalds
block, which
wrong, it ultimately
also noted the contributions of Charles
fortunate.
landed on the
falls back on them.
Spence, maintenance manager for LU, Dr.
head of
- J . O . R e n a l d s , In addition, the fire
Boyd Rlst, Dr. David Barnett and John
another
Peterson, facilities manager for LU, who permason, resultdirector of field operations * , ""P"**&* *° formed above and beyond their regular
ing in a split
r
/ 7 make sure that
duties for the duration of the DeMoss projhard hat and
temporarily
ect
scratches. The only accident reported to
blocked exits were easy to get out of if need
Still, he concluded that the faculty and
Renalds thus far is a minor fender bender in
be. "Everyone puts their heads together to
students Were the ones who suffered the
which a passenger vehicle backed Into a
make sure the safety of the people were met,"
most, and he said he had very few combackhoe. "Kodiak went overboard to make
Dooley commented.
plaints. For Renalds, the DeMoss expansion
sure people were safe; we've been very fortu"It's been a real team effort," Renalds
has been a successful cooperative effort "It
nate," Renalds said.
agreed. The biggest safety obstacle, he said,
took more time, but in the long-run, we didAs with building a home, LU had to call
was coordinating use of the building with
n't want to take chances in damaging people,
Lynchburg's building official, Mike Dooley,
renovation. Renovation involved very heavy
and communication was excellent The supfor inspection at each phase of construction.
pieces of structured steel and 400-ton
port and leadership of the University adminRenalds explained that this procedure was •
cranes and man-llfls. Matters were compliistration, the efforts and cooperation of all
never
an
'"' • J
!H.!Mli)U"H'
cated with special events in the Vines Center,
supporting academic and staff departments
inconvenparking and traffic control. If he had to do it
and the student body were responsible for
ience, but
all over again, Renalds said he would prefer
this project's success," Renalds asserted.
rather, Dooley
to start DeMoss expansion from the ground
was more than up instead of building on.
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Single Family Homes
Furnished Units

5851025
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wwwJirQvynstoneproperties.com

Good for Two Free Gun Rentals
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Come see us at our new
retail store!
14307 Wards Road
Directions: Take 29 south,
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Lynchburg
Regional Airport on the left.
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•
No
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• Coupon has no cash value
• We appreciate your business
and hope to see you often
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David's Place Is
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memory of David
A. DeMoss
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Learning Center
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In September.
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GMAC's "IN THE NUMBERS!" Presented By Jim Martin Pontiac-BuickGMC

0—
The number of men's and women's outdoor track championships
teams other than Liberty have won.
.4 —
The number of consecutive men's ten- ft "Ik ft j l ^
nis championships < Charleston Southern lias won. V S I V I J K L ^ M
6The number of Big South schools that • • • • • • P W ' *
field a softball team.
pTltfAMCT A t
16The number of men's and women's
* AiMKmMX %*A«*PI#
outdoor track championships Liberty has won.
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Mother's
Day is
May 12

River Ridge Mall
Phone/Fax 237-3984

m

Bring a great, inexpensive
gift home with you at the
end of the semester for
Mom. ChecK us out online
We'll deliver on campus.

www.auiiUiiarslias.cuin
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