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Common thieves

Musical melody

Opinion attacks weak arguments in favor of

Two Campus Church praise band members
release their CDs this semester.

illegal music downloading.
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Student killed Flyin'high in LaHaye
in Afghanistan
By Angela Franulovich
NEWS REPORTER

Another Liberty University student has
paid the ultimate price in the fight
against terrorism.
South Carolina Army National Guard
reservist and Distance Learning Program
student Chrystal Gaye Stout, 23, was
killed on April 6, 2005.

PHOTO PROVIDED

PERFECT SMILE—Army reservist Chrystal Stout
died in a helicopter crash April 6.

According to military news releases,
Stout was among 18 people, 15 military
and 3 civilian, who died during a CH-47
Chinook helicopter crash while returning
from a routine mission in southern
Afghanistan.
CNN reported that the Pentagon
immediately believed severe weather to
have caused the crash.
According to freshman Heath Powell,
an extended family member, Stout joined
the Army National Guard to earn extra
money to attend Liberty as a full-time
residential student.
Her sadness over being deployed last
September, Powell said, was because she
would have to delay residential enrollment for another 18 months.
"She was really looking forward to
coming to Liberty but she had already
signed up (with the National Guard) and
she was determined to do her time,"
Powell said.
According to Powell, Stout fell in love
with the children of Afghanistan and
planned to return to the country after
graduation.
"The kids would cling to all the soldiers, but they really broke Chrystal's
heart - their poverty and what they didn't have...she was always without a toothbrush or toothpaste because she had
given hers to the kids," Powell said.
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By Joanne Tang
NEWS REPORTER

"Only when we give joyfully, without
hesitation or thought of gain, can we
truly know what love means," said the
late Dr. Leo Buscaglia, a renowned
Special Education professor. The
members of Liberty's newest student
organization would know much about
giving and love. The Liberty chapter of
the Council for Exceptional Children
is dedicated to aiding children with
special education needs and raising
awareness about the need for studies
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JESSICA PADGETT

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING STUDENT — A swimmer dives in at the LaHaye Aquatic Center, praying for a soft landing.

Staying with tradition
Slight change made to graduation
By Sara Lesley
NEWS EDITOR

Please see STOUT, page A2

CEC kicks off kids program

ail

:

After considering different changes to this year's
commencement ceremony, university administrators decided to stick with the tradition Liberty has

in special education. The CEC is made
up of the university's finest special
education majors and people from all
other majors who simply want to be
involved. Their first meeting was on
March 29; 75 people were in attendance.
"My vision for the CEC is for it to be
an outreach," said CEC President
Bethany Maycroft. "Our goal is to set
up the resources for children with disabilities."

AP ARCHIVE

followed since 1971.
The one notable change to the commencement
exercises will be that Dr. Jerry Falwell will not
stand at the platform and shake every graduate's
hand upon receiving their diploma.
"I have always shaken the hand of every graduate the past 34 years," Falwell said. "I am simply
trying to find a way to do it this year with my health
problems. Presently, I am not able to stand one to
two hours as in years past."
In last Wednesday's convocation, Falwell told
the student body that the doctors would not allow
him to shake each graduate's hand.
Instead, Falwell said that he would be seated on
stage at a reception in the Schilling Center after the
commencement ceremony.
"Find my very restful chair and wake me up and
get your picture taken," he said. "I'll sit there 'til the
last one gets there." The idea of a reception in the
Schilling Center was the chancellor's idea.

SPEAKER — Conservative talk show host Sean Hannity will be
the commencement speaker at this year's graduation.

Please see GRADUATION, A6

Please see CEC, A3

Oil costs impact pockets at the pumps
By Emily Scheck
NEWS REPORTER

JESSICA PADGETT

PUMPING THE GAS — Commuter Caleb Domeier pays $2.09 per gallon to fill
up his car at the Hess Wilco gas station on Wards Road.

Drivers across America
will soon find it difficult to
pay anything less than
$2.10 for regular unleaded
gasoline, as crude oil prices
hit a record $52 a barrel in
early April. With prices
expected to jump 15 cents
this spring, OPEC is faced
with a problem they have
never confronted in the
cartel's 45-year-history.
"OPEC has done all it can
do," Quatar Oil Minister
Abdullah al-Attiyah told
reporters during a news
conference,
following
OPEC's ministers meeting
on Wednesday, March 16,
in Iran. "This is out of the
control of OPEC."
With most OPEC producers already pumping at full
capacity, the coalition is
unable to quell overheating
prices by producing more
oil, as they have in the

past. With world demand
showing no signs of slowing, despite the high cost of
a barrel of crude, OPEC
ministers agreed to pump
an extra half million barrels of oil each day, starting April 1.
Yet
some
ministers
express doubt in this move,
saying OPEC's ability to
rein in the price of crude
oil
has
diminished.
Analysts believe consumption is pressing against
world production limitations, with most countries
generating 100 percent of
capacity. According to the
U.S.
Department
of
Energy, Saudi Arabia is the
only country with a
remaining surplus, even as
they are pumping close to
90 percent of capacity.
Oil markets seem to
agree that OPEC has lost
control, evidenced by a
surge in oil prices after last
week's reports expressed

concern with inventories.
Such surges hit U.S. airlines hard, as every $1
increase to the cost per
barrel adds $280 million to
the fuel bill.
With April's price per
barrel at its highest since
the commodity was introduced on the New York
Mercantile Exchange in

March 1983, President
Bush expressed concern
about rising gas prices, citing China's growing need
to feed its rapidly expanding economy #s a strain on
energy sources.

Please see PRICES, page A2
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FILL'R UP — Prices of gasoline have escalated with the cost of crude oil.
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Gaumer wins SGA election
By Aja Burden
NKWS REPORTER

*
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— in Lynchburg!

aaron ij. bauer

A few weeks ago, a good friend of mine would be a fun-filled eight hours at Barnes
from Tennessee called to say, "I'm coming to and Noble discussing books, life and how, as
visit you." That exciting hews was quickly English majors, we are the only ones who can
replaced by devastation as he finished his truly appreciate the delicate balance of coffee
sentence with "in Lynchburg." I was and Kipling. It was perfect, a flawless plan.
crashed. Visit me? Great! In Lynchburg?
He arrived. My itinerary burst into flames
Why? Why not visit me when I'm at home in almost immediately. We skipped lunch and
North Carolina? Why not call and say, "I'll made our own tour. Rather than walking the
meet up with you in Chicago" or "Let's go to staircase, we found the Lynchburg Public
New York." Instead, I got "See you in Elevator, which is outside in the middle of
Lynchburg."
the street, and rode it down to the street
below. To heightIt wouldn't be so
the suspense, I
bad if there were
"It's not that I was setting out to en
told him it was stathings to do in this
college
town. showcase Lynchburg or compete ple achievement in
modern engineerBasically, an entire
with his intellect"
ing, the first of its
weekend could be
kind.
He laughed
filled going from
and
said,
"We
have
three
in
my college
one restaurant to the next followed by coffee
town."
What
city
needs
three
outdoor
elevawith friends at the local cafe and a journey
tors?
I
quickly
responded,
"Well,
we
have
over to the cheap-seat theater to verify that
three
Chick-fil-A's,
all
within
two
minutes
of
nothing worth $1.50 is playing. There had to
each other." He has five on his campus. I
be more in Lynchburg. There had to be. If
retreated by suggesting we visit Givens
there wasn't, then this was going to be one
Bookstore. What followed was two hours of
boring weekend.
silence often interrupted by me holding a
So, I began to strategize. We would begin book up and asking "Have you read this?"
with lunch at some commercialized fast food The average response was "twice, in the fifth
joint with several of my other friends. We grade."
would have a big banner that said, "Welcome
It's not that I was setting out to showcase
to Nowhere," and the mayor of Lynchburg
Lynchburg
or compete with his intellect.
would be present to offer him the key of the
There
is
a
sick
twist of irony in really close
city. Next, we would take bus tour:
friendships
which
permits comrades to crip"Landmarks of Lynchburg." It would be a
ple
each
other
by
boasting their personal
quick summary of all the city's highlights like
accomplishments.
He left yesterday afterthe Goodwill and Texas Inn. We would walk
noon.
I
had
one
last
chance to win. "But
the memorial staircase downtown, pausing
we...Lynchburg
has...Thomas
Jefferson
at each plaque and statue, reading meticuloved
Lynchburg!"
He
nodded,
turned
and
lously the historical facts and tributes to
said,
"We
have
the
Grand
Ole
Opry."
I
couldLynchburg's fallen Confederates. Then, so as
not to pack too much in one day, we would n't think of a way to top that. So, my fate, and
turn in early for the "big day" ahead which the fate of Lynchburg, was sealed.

Forget Democrats and
Republicans, The SGA presidential race made a running
political campaign look like a
work of art.
After two candidates duked
it out, Chris Gaumer came
out with the victory. Gaumer
won by a narrow margin of
only 16 percent of the votes.
Over 2,300 students voted.
"I enjoy leadership and
want to have an impact on
Liberty because I love it and I
can see myself representing
the students," Gaumer said.
Gaumer is a member of the
English honor society Sigma
Tau Delta and participates in
intramural basketball and
soccer.
Gaumer quickly caught the
student body by the funny
bone in his campaign with an
imitation
of
Meredith
Andrew's release flyer,
"Mesmerized."
The
poster
featured
Gaumer in a similar pose
with
the
words
"Presidentialized"
above
him.
"People loved the Meredith
flyers. It appeals to the average students that I'm a normal guy," said Gaumer. For
students like senior Jesse
Houk
and
sophomore
Jennah Bragdon, it made the
difference.
"I liked his campaign," said
Bragdon.
"His ads show a sense of

MATT TRENT

WINNER — Chris Gaumer won the SGA presidential election by a margin of
16 percent of the total vote from the Liberty student body.

humor, the SGA should be the SGA, creating an incentive program to help spur
fun," Houk said.
Aside from the jokes, students towards avoiding
Gaumer's campaign included reps and creating a student
the following initiatives: add court which would preside
to the school spirit of the stu- over all minor reprimand
dent body through creating appeals.
His platform attracted junmore Liberty University traditions, unify the campus ior David Christen's vote.
"I thought he'd be the man
and get more people
involved, increase the com- for the job," Christen said.
"The SGA has a lot of
puter lab hours and add an
open dorms night to the potential that the students
don't recognize," Shirkey
Spring semester.
Opponent
sophomore said.
Hyatt Shirkey had a threeContact Aja Burden at
fold platform, which included increasing the visibility of arburden@liberty.edu.

Stout: Remembered by her family, friends
Continued from page 1

"Chrsytal was the most giving person I've ever known.
She loved the kids at our
church - she always had a giving heart almost to the point of
her detriment," said Powell.
Stout's former teacher, Pam
Russell, told Stout's hometown
newspaper, The Galax Gazette,
that Stout had long had a softspot for children.
According to Russell, Stout
showed up as a classroom
helper when her younger sister
was in kindergarten
at
Hillsville Elementary School.
"Chrystal was a really sweet
kid," Russell told the Gazette.
"She helped me more than I
helped her."
According to Powell, Stout
grew up in the church but
decided to come to Liberty
PHOTO PROVIDED
after dedicating her life to
HAPPIER TIMES — Chrystal Stout is escorted down the aisle at
Christ three years ago.

a wedding before she was deployed to Afghanistan.
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"Her whole life turned
around dramatically," said
Powell. "It was a noticeable
change."
It was Liberty's "Christian
atmosphere" that attracted
Stout, Powell said.
Stout had visited LU's campus and was eagerly awaiting
life as a residential student
when her enrollment last fall
was cut short by the announcement
of an
impending
September deployment.
Powell said his sister, sophomore Kayla Powell, was especially devastated to learn of
Stout's death.
"They were really close,"
Powell said.
The funeral will be held
today at 3 p.m. at Rock Springs
Baptist Church in Easley, S.C.
Approximately 17,000 U.S.
soldiers are serving in
Afghanistan
as part of
Operation Enduring Freedom,

1971 University Blvd.

™™
Policies
The Champion encourages community members to submit letters to
the editor on any subject. Letters
should not exceed 400 words and
must be typed and signed. The deadline is 6 p.m. Monday.
Letters and columns that appear
are the opinion of the author solely,
not the Champion editorial board or
Liberty University.
All material submitted becomes
property of the Champion. The
Champion reserves the right to accept,
reject or edit any letter received —
according to the Champion stylebook,
taste and the Liberty University mission statement.
Send letters to: Liberty Champion,
Liberty University, Box 2000,
Lynchburg, VA 24506 or drop off in
DeMoss Hall 1035.
The Champion is available online
at: www.liberty.edu/info/champion.

which began after the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks.
The April 6 crash was the
eighth helicopter crash to
result in the death of U.S. military personnel. According to
the Associated Press, it was the

deadliest
crash
since
Operation Enduring Freedom
began.
Contact Angela Franulovich
afranulovich@liberty.edu.

PHOTO PROVIDED

COLD KISS — Family and friends remember Stout as a fun-loving girl who was dedicated to God. She planned to live on LU's campus after she served her deployment.

Prices: OPEC negotiating gas
Continued from page 1

"I am concerned about what it means to the
average American family when they see the
price of gas going up," President Bush said on
Wednesday, April 16, during a news conference at the White House. "In terms of world
supply, demand is outracing supply and supplies are getting tight. That is why you're seeing
the price reflected."
Stressing the need for conservation and
alternate energy sources, Bush urged Congress
to pass ANWR, his proposed budget for the
2006 fiscal year. Included in the budget are
plans to drill for oil in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge in Alaska, which experts say
holds billions of barrels of oil.
While the U.S. explores additional reserves
here at home, OPEC must decide whether to
make its annual cutbacks, meant to ease production as the winter heating season winds
down and demand diminishes. With prices virtually twice as much as 18 months ago, analysts
say production cutbacks are unlikely.
"OPEC's only real option is to maintain the
status quo for now," said Smith Barney
Citigroup oil analyst Doug Leggate in a recent
research report.
As prices continue to rise and supply steadily diminishes, U.S. consumers are looking for
innovative ways to cut back on gasoline consumption. Proper car maintenance, including
properly inflated tires and new fuel and air filters, can cut back on gas mileage, as well as filling up with regular unleaded when the owner's

manual calls for nothing higher.
"People should gas up during the coolest part
of the day," recommends David Cunningham,
manager of Exxon/Mobile in Birmingham,
Ala. "Gas is most dense during cooler weather,
making it just as important not to top off the
tank. Warm weather causes fuel to expand, and
no one wants such an expensive commodity
overflowing from their tank."
Contact Emily Scheck at escheck@liberty.edu

Jl'.SSK'A PADUKIT

CLIMBING PRICES — Local gas prices have steadily
increased since crude oil prices escalated.

APRIL! 9, 2005

THE LIBERTY CHAMPION, Page A3

CEC: Planning to reach special-ed children
Continued from page 1

their goals are to "let our light
shine by providing support to
children with disabilities, their
parents
and
those who work
with these children in our community."
They hope to
accomplish these
goals by going
out into the
church and community missionminded
and
equipped with
not just book
knowledge but a
passion to volunteer time to
others. The benefit is not only to
Liberty but also
to the Lynchburg
community.
Many citizens of
Lynchburg have
disabled
children
and
through
programs like the
AIIAM Brsiiop
CEC, these parents can have a
GOOD ADVICE — Dr. Beth Ackerman is the CEC faculty advisor.

According to Flames of Hope,
the student chapter's newsletter,

new way of finding those who can
help their children.
Dr. Beth Ackerman, assistant
professor and director of field
experiences said parents whose
kids would like to participate in
programs like Awana need people trained in special education
to help their children. She also
says that she previously had no
method of addressing these
requests until the formation of
the CEC.
It is obvious that the CEC has
benefited
the
School
of
Education in many ways. One of
them is enrollment. With the
help of the CEC, there is new
interest and hope that the major
will grow.
On April 30, the CEC will host
Kid's Night Out, a night of entertainment, fun and games for disabled children. It will be hosted
in Liberty's Schilling Center, and
there parents and their children
have the opportunity to interact
with club members and other
kids with similar conditions.
There is no better way of helping kids with their learning and
development than to give them
more chances to experience new

ADAM BISHOP

PLANNING — Special education majors in the Council for Exceptional Children discuss ways to
reach disabled kids in the Lynchburg area.

and exciting things with kids who abilities in our community and in
are just like them.
their
profession,"
said
"One of Christ's greatest mis- Ackerman, saying that the prosions on Earth was to serve the gram should be "a light" in our
poor, the lame and the blind. I community."
can think of few greater opportunities for our students to be an
Contact
Joanne Tang
at
example of Christ then to be jtang@liberty.edu.
actively involved in serving these
families and children with dis-

Two LU musicians release albums
Jake Holman:

Meredith Andrews:

"Far and Few Between"

cc

I remember spending last
summer in Woodstock,
Georgia with him and how
Opening for Delirious?, fun he makes life. He is all
releasing his own CD and about Christ. His integrity
playing lead guitar for and character mean much
Campus Church, Jake more to him than his talHolman is on the rise. ent," said pianist David
Holman recorded "Far and McKinney.
Few Between" in November
Holman received Christ
2004 in Atlanta. It was when he was 6 at his mothreleased Feb. 14 here at er's work but rededicated
Liberty. Holman spent the his life when he was 12 at a
last two years in his base- youth group play. He
ment composing songs for picked up his guitar and
the CD.
began to write songs as a
The songs reveal the per- sophomore in high school.
sonal side of Holman and He learned to play music by
the experiences he has been ear and had no musical
through. "The CD was paid instruction.
for by a complete miracle.
By his senior year in high
God took care of every- school, Holman was leadthing," Holman said.
ing worship for his church,
"Jake is sold-out for he has won awards for his
Christ. His heart is golden. songwriting at summer
By Annamarie McCoy
NEWS REPORTER

ADAM HI .in n

CONCERTED EFFORT — Guitarist Jake Holman plays at the Delirious? concert.

camps and clubs but was
just the beginning.
"God opened the door for
me to come to Liberty. I
had no doubt in my mind
that I wanted to be a worship leader. I have known
since I was in the sixth
grade that I wanted to come
to Liberty," Holman said.
As a freshman, Holman
tried out for the campus
church band and landed a
spot. He is a junior majoring in biblical studies.
"Jake is dedicated about
everything. He is a hardworking musician. He is a
good friend," said band
member Dustin Pead.
The last two years,
Holman has been given
leadership roles in the campus band. He also had the
opportunity to be a part of
the CD, "We Bless Your
Name...Live at Liberty."
Holman played alongside
of Charles Billingsley for a
couple of years before
Billingsley left last week.
"Jake is gifted with
humor, he is a blessing on
and offstage. He is passionate," Billingsley said. "Jake
has it. He is fresh. I know
he is going to be a big deal.
He is designed for greatness."
Holman began a band in
January with five guys, two
of which play with him in
the campus band, Matt
Huntley and Dustin Pead.
"I have personally been a
close friend of Holman. I
believe the Lord is going to
use him to impact our culture," said bassist Matt
Huntley.
This summer Holman
will travel with his band to
summer camps and clubs.
One of the highlights of the
summer will be 10 days in
England.
Eventually,
Holman
wants to travel as an artist
as well as become a worship
leader. He desires to be in
front of a lost crowd if God
gives him that platform. "I
want to do what God has
called me to do." Holman
said.
Contact Annamarie McCoy
at amccoy@liberty.edu.

Mesmerized"
By Annamarie McCoy
NEWS REPORTER

Liberty student Meredith
Andrews released her second
album,
titled
"Mesmerized," on April 12.
Andrews' parents, Phil
and Becky Andrews were
among the members of
the audience at David's
Place the same day.
"We are so excited for
Meredith. She has a heart
for the Lord and for people," Andrews' parents
said.
As the night unfolded it
was clear that it was an
inspired time of worship.
Andrews said the theme
of the album is "to be in
awe of Jesus. To fall in
love with him, to be mesmerized by him."
This small-town girl
from Wilson, N.C., will be
graduating in May with a
degree in Family Child
Development with a
minor
in
worship.
Andrews also had been on
the road with Grammynominated artist TRUTH
and won the 2001 Miss
Cow FREEMAN
North Carolina American
SINGING VOICE —MEREDITH Andrews sings at the concert to commemorate
Teen.
For the students on the release of her new CD on April 12.
campus, many know
Church came out with the
Meredith as one of lead my heart," Andrews said.
vocalists in the Campus
Her band recorded the CD, "We Bless Your Name."
Church band and she also instrumentals in Atlanta
"That project captured
works
with
LIGHT while Andrews was in what we do each week, this
Ministries. She has trav- India.
shows others how the
eled with LIGHT on variAfter Andrews returned, Liberty student body is
ous trips to India and she completed the vocals growing," Andrews said.
Guatemala.
for the album. David
As for what is ahead for
"Meredith is the biggest McKinney, a fellow campus Andrews, she will hit the
blessing in my life. Her church band member, road this summer touring
intimacy with the Lord is played the piano for her new CD from June 5;
through July 31. In the fall,:
evident even when she Andrews' CD.
walks through the door.
"There is no other human Andrews will return to
Her relationship with the being I would rather play Liberty to continue working on her master's degree
Lord is her life. Her heart is for," he said.
in everything," said Misty
Campus Pastor Johnnie in counseling.
Miller, the office adminis- Moore has been friends
Andrews would also like
trator of Light.
with Andrews for four to work with orphans in
India; her dream is to
Last May, Andrews had years now.
been praying about starting
"Her insightful words record a CD with the
another album. She and and contemporary rhythm orphans singing in their
producer Keith Smith have speak to the emotions of native tongue while she
been working on this real life, offering encour- sings in English. Andrew's
album all semester.
agement and perspective in new CD is available at the
"These songs are the this ever-changing world," bookstore, or catch her;
online
at
meredithstory of my pursuit after Moore said.
God, they are interwoven
This album had not been andrews.com
with the circumstances of the only thing Meredith has
my life, and a reflection of had the privilege of being a
Contact Annamarie McCoywhat the Lord has done in part of. Last year, Campus at umccoy@liberty.edu.
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Opinion

"Though it would appear that record companies are still making
their money and that artists are still getting rich, these
impressions are mere fallacies."
Recording Industry Association of America
RIAA.COM

Mutiny on the CD
Music theft is inexcusable

juiiaseymour

Sharing music or bootleg videos online, downloading pirated tracks
from the Internet with a
program like Kazaa or
borrowing a CD your
friend bought and making
a copy for yourself are no
longer uncommon things
in Christian circles, but
the simple fact is that
each and every one is

morally wrong.
Wait a minute, you're telling me that conscientious
Christians are common, ordinary thieves? Yes, I am. I
know dozens of Christians who should and do know better
than to steal music via the Internet. But not a single argument they present in favor of stealing music is valid.
Argument 1: These artists make millions so why should
I have to pay for their music?
First of all, not all musicians and management or record
companies make millions. In fact, few do. Second, while
stealing from the rich to benefit anyone may seem like a
harmless romantic notion. Most of us do not hate Robin
Hood for ripping off Prince John to give to the poor,
although that is a poor analogy to make because people
who steal music benefit only themselves. Those who typically steal music can hardly be considered poor since a
good number of them have iPods.
The truth is that the rich often work very hard to make
their money and they deserve to keep it as much as some
college kid who slaves at a fast food joint. The people who
make music deserve to be compensated and it is supremely
selfish of people who say they cannot afford to buy the

music to just steal it from them.
Argument 2: Record companies make most of the
money from record sales, not the artists who deserve it.
I cannot believe the people who try to claim this as
some sort of moral high ground for gratifying their desires.
It makes me want to shake them and yell, "Stop rationalizing, at least admit your wrongdoing and stop lying to yourself." Since when is it your right to settle some artists score
with a company on their behalf? This is a serious delusion.
Artists all sign contracts and know how much or little
they will make from CD sales. And in many cases artist's
need the companies to succeed. If they didn't, all major
artists would remain indie and keep putting out their own
stuff.
If stealing music continues it could make record and
ticket prices go even higher to compensate for the losses
the companies are taking, perpetuating the vicious cycle of
stealing because of the high cost and not being able to
afford the merchandise, which not only hurts the artists,
but it hurts anyone who refuses to pirate music.
Argument 3: I'm just sharing music. Sharing is not
wrong.
We were all told in kindergarten to share with others
and that sharing is good, but people seem to be ignoring
the fact that the music is not theirs to share. The fact that
there are a number of lawsuits in court for music sharing
and downloading should indicate that there is something
wrong, illegal and sinful about it.
Not only are many types of sharing illegal, since when
did the term sharing mean distributing something you
bought or took so that other people do not have to buy it?
That's not sharing. It's stealing and then letting more people steal it through you.
Most people who commit these acts use terms like shar-

ing because it is much more pleasant and assuages their
guilt because they don't have to label their acts as theft.
Somehow ripping artists off through Kazaa is not equated
in all of their minds with walking into Wal-Mart and lifting
a CD, although it is very much the same thing.
Argument 4: I'm just trying out the music so I can
decide if I want to buy it.
This is perhaps the most convincing rationalization for
stealing music, but it is still bogus. Practically everyone I've
ever talked to who downloads illegally says this is what
they are doing, but they never throw away the music they
downloaded if they decide not to purchase it, and I have a
sneaking suspicion that they also rarely buy any of the
music they downloaded once they actually like it. Even a
person who honestly starts out with this motivation, is
doing something wrong and in the end will abandon this
because the temptation of free music is simply too much to
resist.
If you really want to try out music, turn on your radio.
You may find it hard to believe but there are still radio stations broadcasting music. Or visit an artist's Web site,
many of them offer a few song downloads free and with
permission in the hope that you will go out and buy their
album. And if you simply refuse to purchase an entire CD
at a store, go to Wal-Mart.com or iTunes and buy songs
individually and legally.
What it all really has to come down to is that sharing
what isn't yours through file sharing networks, downloading what you haven't paid for and burning a friend's CD are
all the same thing: stealing. And stealing by any other
name might sound better and ease your conscience, but it is
still stealing. So pirates, please start paying for your music
habit instead of finding lame excuses to steal.
Contact Julia Seymour atjaseymour@liberty.edu.

JONATHAN O'NEAL

O 0 € 3 O K U O I What bands do you want to come to Liberty?

"Anberlin, Lifehouse, David
Crowder Band, Switchfoot,
Jeremy Camp and Bebo
Norman. They are all great
bands."
—Joshua York, Fr.
Salem, N.H.

"I would like to see Relient K
and Switchfoot because they
would bring in more people
than just Liberty students."

"I would like to see
Lifehouse, Switchfoot,
Cross Movement and
GRITS."

"Kirk Franklin or some
other African American
group because it would be
nice to see more diversity."

—Ben Yerkes, Fr.
Medford Lakes, N.J.

—Jake Harcarik, Fr.
Naples, Fla.

—Jarel Brown, Fr.
Richmond, Va.

"Bring the Passion tour
back...you can't go wrong."

-Stephen Finkel, Soph.
Bluefield, W.Va.

"I think it would be awesome to see DC Talk reunited at Liberty: Kevin Max,
TobyMac and Michael
Tait."
—Kristen Altizer, Soph.
Bland, Va.
A™ B.™..
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Commentary
Wallet woes: The cost of dependence on foreign oil
It has never been a worse
The 1970s saw a quick
time anywhere to be a college
spike in gasoline prices, a
student. Even without the
happening some analysts say
growing tuition and book
isn't far from recurring.
fees, there always seems to
Last week, the banking and
be something that's demandsecurities firm Goldmaning our money. The latest of
Sachs issued a startling
these is the extraordinary
report that indicated the possurge in gas prices. Whether
sibility of a super spike in the
on campus or a commuter,
price of a barrel of oil.
all students are feeling the davidernest
Currently the price of light
effects of the price at the
crude on the New York
pump.
Mercantile Exchange is about $57. The
About three years ago, I remember going report indicated the prospect of a spike that
to the Hess gas station on Wards Road to fill could find oil reaching $105 per barrel, a
up my tank and thinking how nice it was to staggering increase in the already expensive
pay 95 cents a gallon. Money that didn't have cost of crude.
to be spent on gas was money that could be
I know what you're thinking. This is unbespent on an infinite number of other things lievable, right? Imagine the price of gas at
along the way. Unfortunately, much has the pump reaching $4 per gallon. What
changed since then. Currently, the national impact would it have on our society? The
average for a gallon of gas is about $2.20. In only word that comes to my mind is cripLynchburg, we consider ourselves lucky, pling. Our economy and very way of life for
whereas some consumers on the west coast many people would come to a screeching
are paying almost $2.50 per gallon. halt. For so long we have relied on automoRegardless, this is yet another example of a biles for transportation without giving a
problem that could have been foreseen, and thought to the prospect of living without
preventable actions taken long before now.
them.

Preparing for Hillary war
George W. Bush is one of
colleagues, is astoundingly
the best things that could have
well liked; it's almost a joke
happened to our nation at this
how popular she's become in
time. But during the benevothe Senate," said Jennifer
lent care from the father-son
Senior in a NYMetro.com
Bush dynasty, another family
article.
has been positioning itself for
In a national poll by The
power. And this time, it is a
Gallup Organization, Clinton
husband-wife dynasty.
is the Democrats' top choice
for presidential nominees in
It is Hillary Rodham
2008, even over John
Clinton who is ready to end j e n n i f e r m i l l S
Edwards.
And
unless
the office of the First Lady as
Americans know it. Clinton has been prepar- Republicans get ready for war, they can't beat
ing herself for the presidential seat. The this dynasty.
Democratic party seems ready for her to take
So how is she going to do it? Well, don't forit, and she is set to win the primaries, if not the get that she has more presidential experience
general election in 2008.
than any other candidate. She has already been
When Sen. John Kerry ran against Bush in the White House. And if you ask a
this last election, he seemed like a joke. Many Republican, she has already run the White
wondered if the Democrats really picked him House.
There are other factors contributing to her
to represent their party. But top national
strategists and political masterminds of their chances at the residency. According to Senior
party knew exactly what they were doing. As it and NYMetro.com, "She has already been
is a general trend that each party takes a turn through two winning presidential campaigns.
with the presidential seat every four to eight She has unrestricted access to the best
years, Kerry's loss positioned Clinton to win Democratic strategist on planet Earth. As soon
as she declared her candidacy, an infrastrucfour years later.
Clinton has been conditioning herself, as ture would immediately shuffle into place
well. Just four days after the inauguration of around her. And she can raise more money
President Bush, she got front page coverage in than God."
So the question now is: how can conservathe New York Times from a speech on the
national topic of abortion, according to tives fight this? Conservative author Ed Klein
NYMetro.com. During the last election has started them off on the right foot with his
Democrats ignored hot-button issues like this, latest book, "The Truth About Hillary: What
She Knew, When She
but Clinton has begun to
soften the soapbox ora- — ^ ^ — ^ ^ ^ — — — — ^ — ^ — Knew It, and How Far
She'll Go to Become
tion by preaching for a
"As soon as she declared President," which
"common ground"with
won't be out until at
Republicans.
her candidacy, an
least August, according'
Even the dedication
infrastructure
would
to NYDailyNews.com.
of President Clinton's
According to Matt
library was framed as a
immediately shuffle into
Drudge,
"The revelamasquerade for his
place
around
her.
And
tions
in
it
should sink
wife. And through all
her
candidacy."
she
can
raise
more
money
the political charades,
But just in case it
the public is not comthan God."
doesn't, all conservaplaining.
Why?
Jennifer Senior
tives should start
Because they like her.
WRITER NEW YORK MAGAZINE
preparing for a war
Clinton is a popular,
against one of the
charming, funny and
most liberal voting
likeable senator from
senators,
and
the
author
of "Hillarycare" by
New York. And unlike Sen. Kerry, she is good
knowing
the
truth
about
Clinton
and why she
at recreating herself.
is
wrong
for
America.
"Here's the grand irony about Hillary: She's
Contact Jennifer Mills at jamills4@liberalready turned around her own worst enemies. She gets along famously with her GOP ry.edu.

Take Classes at NOVA
Catch up on coursework or get a
head start on next year's classes.
We have hundreds of transferable
courses at low tuition rates.

Apply and register online!
12-week and 6-week sessions
start May 16 and June 27.
Northern Virginia
Community College
www.nvcc.edu
703.323.3000
toll free 1.877.408.2028

Many have shrugged off this report as sim- While this is not a long-term solution, it will
ply non-realistic. Most analysts agree that for buy time to develop other methods for effisuch a super spike to occur there must be cient transportation. Secondly, there should
some sort of significant supply disruption. If be a greater degree of government involvethe U.S. wasn't as dependent on foreign oil, ment in promoting alternate fuel sources. A
this might not be a problem. However, our considerable amount of research has already
government is currently importing over 50 been done in this area with the chief problem
percent of its oil from foreign nations, a sup- now being the price of integration of these
ply that can be revoked at the drop of the hat. new technologies into everyday automobiles.
By the year 2020, estimates are the U.S. will All are issues that will improve much more
import around 65 percent of its oil from other rapidly with government aide.
nations. In short, as time goes on, the worse a
No matter where you are, the rising gas
prices have affected you
price spike would be in
in some way. The root
the event of a loss in
cause of this problem is
supply.
"Imagine the price of
in the unfortunate
There is not one, allgas at the pump
short-sightedness of
encompassing solution
gallon. U.S. energy policy. In
that will solve the reaching $4 per
unstable world that
dependence we have
What impact would it the
we live in, such an
gained on foreign oil,
have on our society? " important element of
but a few things must be
done immediately to
our functionality should
facilitate a move away
not be gambled on ships
from the current state we find ourselves in. coming from 3,000 miles away. Our only
Congress has already taken the first step in hope is a government that will act now to plan
clearing the pathway for drilling in the Alaska for the future before it is too late.
National Wildlife Reserve, which would swell
Contact David Ernest at dwernest@liberour own supply for as long as a decade, ty.edu.

ing to NYTimes.com. Last week, it was
announced that Genentech's drug is effective against the third type of cancer leadIT'S YOUR TURN TO DECIDE
ing their shares to soar.
• Jiao Guobiao is the most recent
• A group of Roman Catholic Cardinals Chinese journalist to come under attack
charged with the task of selecting a new from his government for speaking out
pope will begin meeting Monday, April 18, against his country's state-run media,
in order to make their decision, according according to FOXNews.com. When he
to ABCNews.com
returns to China he will have no job, but
• Avastin, a drug proven to extend the may also face harsh punishment from the
life of people suffering from lung cancer Communist government. Guobiao wrote
and approved for use against colorectal an essay that was posted online criticizing
cancer can now treat breast cancer accord- China's propaganda department.

LISTEN UP!

Is soi fething

onyoj mind?
Then senilis a letter.
Drop it U DeMoss
1035 or S a i l jaseymour@Qerty.edu.
JONATHAN PARRISH

Sen. Kerry still a poor loser
I
was
hoping that
I would not
have to hear
the name
John Kerry
for a few
more years,
but I guess
that it was

only a mat- robertsisk
ter of time
before he started complaining
about losing the 2004 election.
Kerry and other democrats
have decided that last year's
elections were unfair, that
many voters were not allowed
to vote or were intimidated
and therefore decided not to
vote. The Associated Press
reported that Kerry told a
voter group in Boston recently that the Democrats were
targeted and their right to
vote was taken away.
If all of these people were
denied there right to vote,
why has no one come forward,
besides a felon or an illegal
immigrant. President Bush
won this election by more
than 3 million votes. In order
to win the "evil Republicans"
would have to have scared
and stopped over 3 million
voters. Out of those 3 million
people, would not at least one
of them have a case? How can

3 million vot- the lines be shorter?
ers be kept
The most moronic claim is
silent? This is that some voters received calls
nothing but saying that Democrats vote on
another fine Wednesday. Even if the date
example of the was not plastered all over the
Democrats get- TV, every voter should have
ting
upset learned at a young age that
about losing. Election Day is always on a
We saw it with Tuesday. Maybe if a person
Al Gore four cannot figure that out, their
years ago, and vote should not count anyway.
now Kerry is picking up the I sure do not want to know
failed smear campaign again, what he thinks the education
perhaps to gain a few votes in system should look like.
the 2005 elections.
Democrats need to give it a
Kerry has even claimed break. They lost a fair electhat long lines at voting loca- tion. It does not matter, if
tions in key democratic someone was too lazy to get
regions, kept people from vot- out, or they were intimidated
ing. There were long lines all for some reason or another.
Citizens in Iraq
across
the
United States, — — - — — — — — went out and
voted
even
not just in
with the threat
Ohio and other
"How can
that they would
key states. If
3 million
be
killed.
there
were
voters be kept D e m o c r a t s
impatient
Democrats,
need to stop
silent?"
there
were
focusing on the
probably some —
past,
and
impatient
instead look at
Republican voters, too. Even the downward spiral their
if there were millions of party is falling into. The
Democrats that were too Democrats are slowly loosenimpatient and left the voting ing their hold on America and
locations, why should that need to wake up and listen to
even be taken into account? the American people.
Would another vote be held
Contact Robert Sisk at
for them, and if so why would rjsisk@liberty.edu.

J
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Gov. Sonny Perdue testifies to God's power
with a quality education, not just with a
diploma, but with a literal quality education that they can go out into the workGeorgia Gov. Sonny Perdue spoke to the place of the world and compete at any
student body at last Wednesday's convoca- level."
tion about finding joy through obedience
Perdue described his childhood working
to God's will.
on his father's farm and his salvation expePerdue, the first Republican governor to rience at 11 years old. "I remember even
the state of Georgia in 135 years, is a mem- then, at the age of 11, the burden of sin liftber and Sunday school teacher of Pastor ed off of my life," he said.
Johnny Hunt's Woodstock Baptist Church.
Perdue went on to graduate from the
"I never imagined I would stand here at University of Georgia in veterinary mediLiberty University. I have admired you cine, served in the Air Force during the
from afar for years," Perdue told packed Vietnam War, and later began raising his
Vines Center. "Frankly, I never expected to family in Raleigh, N.C. However, at age 29,
be governor of Georgia."
Perdue said he had a life-changing experiAfter he spoke, Perdue elaborated why ence.
he admired Liberty so much. "It takes an
"You can be anything you want but you
integrative discipline across the gamut of will never be successful as a child of God
education. God values education and edu- without taking him with you," he told the
cation is valued here," he said, adding that student body.
God calls people into all walks of life, not
Perdue moved his family back to Georgia
just to the pulpit.
and started an agriculture business. He
"Also, God values quality. I think that's later served on the Georgia state Senate
what Liberty represents — educating kids and in 2001, he said God called him to run
By Sara Lesley
NKVVS EDITOR

for governor.
"It was not comfortable to run for a
state-wide office," Perdue said. "I was
fighting the Goliaths of the politics of
Georgia, but God was true to honor my
obedience."
Perdue credits God for giving him the
election victory in November 2002. Just
two years before that, Perdue said he had
no ambition to be governor. "This was
not my call — it was his call," he said.
Perdue credits his obedience to God for
the level of enjoyment he has for his daily
tasks as governor. "I've had some tough
days, but no bad days as governor," he
said after he spoke in convocation.
"There have been very few dark times. I
find that when I'm obedient to God... I
don't have to worry about the things that
may happen. If he calls me, he's going to
make the way and pave the way to get
things done."
Contact
ty.edu.

Sara

Lesley
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CALLED TO LEAD — Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue chalat sllesley@liber-\mges
students to answer God's call in last Wednesday's
convocation. Dr. Jerry Falwell looks on.

Graduation:
Sean Hannity
to give address
Continued from page 1
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However, the plans have
changed again. The administration formulated a plan that
will allow Falwell to continue
to be a significant part of
commencement without the
necessity of a reception.
Falwell will confer all of the
degrees and each graduate
will walk and shake the hand
of Dr. Boyd Rist, the provost
of the University and the dean
of their college or school.
"As they process across the
front of the Vines Center,
graduates will stop to have
their pictures taken with Dr.
Falwell who will be seated
just below the platform," Rist
said.
Rist assured that the
baccalaureate ceremony on
Friday, May 13 at Thomas
Road Baptist Church "will
follow a format virtually
identical to that of past
years."
The baccalaureate speaker is Pastor Lon Solomon
of McLean Bible Church in
Washington D.C. Solomon
is a converted Jew and
founder of Frontline, a
ministry to young adults.
Sean Hannity, the outspoken conservative talk
show host, will be the 2005
commencement speaker at
the May 14 ceremony.
"We chose Sean Hannity
because he is America's rising star among young and
articulate voices speaking
out for moral and social
conservatism," said Dr.
Jerry Falwell. "Christian
conservatives do not have a
greater ally in the public
square."
Hannity is the co-host of
"Hannity and Colmes" on
FOXnews and the host of
WABC-AM's
top-rated
"The Sean Hannity Show"
which is the second largest
radio program with over 13
million listeners a week.
In addition to his broadcasting work, Hannity is
the author of two bestselling books. He has spoken at Liberty convocation
twice.
"Every
year
the
University aims to bring to
the campus a commencement speaker who will
inspire the graduating
class, and deliver a message consistent with the
core
values
of
the
University," Rist said. "He
has written and spoken on
subjects central to the cultural divide evident in our
modern society. We are
confident that he will bring
a message that is both relevant and rooted in those
truths that are the center of
the University's purpose
and mission."
Contact Sara Lesley at
sllesley@liberty.edu.
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Player on the Rise The Bottom Line

Pat Gaillard has
been the Flames'
main man at
shortstop this
season.
•
PAGE B l
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The spring intramural
basketball tournament
is here, and that*s all
some students can
think about
Page B2

Page B4
—-

lusports04@yahoo.com

Solbach throws two-hit shutout

MATT TRENT

HE MAKES THE TAG—Michael Solbach tags out a UNC Greensboro runner during the Flames 3-0 win over the Spartans. Solbach, only a freshman, threw his fourth complete game of the year.
By Andrew Stevens
SPORTS REPORTER

Flames red-shirt pitcher Michael
Solbach proved Saturday that inexperienced athletes should not
always be considered incapable. The
right-hander pitched his fourth
complete game of the season, leading Liberty to a 3-0 win over the
UNCG Spartans at Worthington Stadium.
After a scoreless first two innings,
red-shirt freshman Aaron Grijalva
would provide the Flames with a
spark offensively. After second baseman Michael Just drew a walk, Gri-

jalva belted a home run over the left in to a groove, and right now I am in
"When you add movement to a
field wall to give the Flames a 2-0 one."
92-mile-an-hour fastball, and he also
advantage. The homer was GriThe two-run lead would prove to has his slider, he is tough to hit when
jalva's fifth of the season.
be more than enough breathing he hits his spots. He got a lot of
"I have changed my swing a little room for Solbach, as he pitched a ground balls today from keeping the
bit so that has helped me see the ball two hit gem. The shutout was the ball down. When he is on with his
a lot better," said Grijalva. "I just first of his young college career as he command he is very tough to hit."
have been a lot more consistent up struck out three and walked one,
"I have really been working on
there. I am hitting the ball pretty while improving his record to 6-1 on locating my fastball," said Solbach.
the season.
well right now.
"Coach Tomlin has really gotten me
"Michael has good movement on to believe that it is not all about how
"I just go out there and I have a
lot of confidence. Confidence is a big his pitches," said Grijalva. "His fast- hard you throw. If you can keep the
thing in baseball. If you are out there ball moves in and out, and his slider ball at the knees and on the corners
playing with confidence," then you has gotten a iot;"b,etter. He just you are going to be successful."
In the fifth the Flames would add
are going to be doing pretty well. throws hard too. He hit 92-milesanother run for good measure. Chad
Playing every day just helps you get an-hour today.

Miller would double to left center
and then move to third on a single
by Just. Grijalva would then add his
third RBI of the day with a sacrifice
fly to right to score Miller.
With the victory, Liberty moves
to 22-10 on the season, while the
Spartans fall to 20-11.
The Flames will be back in action
on Wednesday as they travel to
Richmond for a non-conference
contest. The first pitch is scheduled
for 3 p.m.
For scores, schedule arid more
information about Flames baseball,
go to www.LibertyFlames.com.

Going to the next level
Katie Feenstra selected eighth
overall in the 2005 WNBA draft
ByMikeTroxel

(F, Tenn.) and Catherine
pick in 2006.
Dydek is a native of Kraayeveld (F, Oregon).
Liberty University All- Poland and has played in Wecker was the fourth
American center Katie the WNBA for seven years, overall pick in the draft.
Feenstra was taken with She has led the league in
"I%H thrilled," said Conthe eighth overall pick in blocks for five consecutive necticut
Coach
Mike
this year's WNBA Draft by, years, while playing for the Thibault on the team's
the Connecticut Sun. She Utah Starzz and the San website. "We weren't even
was then traded by Con- Antonio Silver Stars.
sure (Feenstra would) get
necticut to the San Antonio
The Sliver Stars added to the eighth pick. We had
Silver Stars for veteran Feenstra to strengthen made a decision that, if we
center Margo Dydek. The their post play. The Stars could make the trade with
Stars also received Con- also took Kendra Wecker, San Antonio, we would. It's
necticut's first-round draft (F, Kansas St.) Shyra Ely, a tough call between a good
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR

young player and a very
good veteran," Thibault
said.
Feenstra finished her
career at Liberty as a twotime Associated Press Honorable Mention selection, a
2004-2005 preseason AllAmerican and holds the
Liberty and Big South
records for blocks (246)
and field goal percentage
(.622).
LES SCIIOFEK

Please see FEENSTRA, page B4

DRAFT PICK— Katie Feenstra went eighth in the 2005 WNBA draft.

Carey Green gets extension to coach Lady Flames

At

Liberty

By Jesse Houk

interest in Green's coaching abilities.
Green has a history with Clemson. He
The Lady Flames basketball fans can spent 12 years there as an assistant coach
breathe a deep sigh of relief. The rumors of and helped lead them to the Sweet 16 four
Coach Carey Green's possible relocation to times and the Elite 8 once. He maintained
Clemson were finally put to an end last a good relationship with them and people
Thursday. Thorn Park, Liberty University's began to wonder if Green would return to
director of athletics, confirmed at a press, the place where he got his first Division I
conference in the Vines Center the truth of opportunity.
Green's contract extension.
A return to Clemson University would
"Liberty University is proud to announce have meant that Green would be back in the
the multi-year contract extension for ACC. If Green had gone back to the ACC it
women's basketball Head Coach Carey would have meant that his salary, his teleGreen," Park said. Though Park was vision exposure and probably his recruiting
unsure how long Green would remain at LU ability would have increased.
after this contract, he said, "He's here. It
"Clemson is a place I love and has some
doesn't matter." Although the specifics tremendous rewarding opportunities, but
have not been determined, the fact remains at this point in time, I'm not interested,"
that Green is staying.
Green said. "I've contacted them and have
The rumors began shortly after the end asked them to remove my name from conof the 2004-2005 season as it was sideration. I still reside where Cinderella
announced that Clemson University had does— 1971 University Boulevard."
received Green's resume. It was logical to
think that after the exposure that the Lady
Flames received during their Sweet 16 run
Please see COACH GREEN, page B4
that larger schools would begin to show

Life

SpOBTS REPORTER

Baseball
at Richmond,
Tues. 3 p.m.
at Coastal
Carolina
Fri.-Sun.

Softball
at Longwood,
Tues. 2 p.m.
HERE TO STAY—Lady Flames basketball coach Carey Green, shown above
receiving an award for winning his 50th career conference game, is happy
he's coming back to Liberty.
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Tennis finishes season

The

Bottom

By Andrew Stevens
SPORTS REPORTER

tpdoney@liberty.edu

By Patrick Doney

I've observed in my two years here that many people at Liberty are looking for a way to release aggression and bitterness towards life. This is a serious
problem that must be solved. Enter in the solution:
the annual spring intramural basketball tournament.
Or that's at least what some people think is the cure.
I've found in my "veteran" career that intramurals can
quickly become more important to some people than
anything else in life. Eating, sleeping, brushing
teeth... they're all second priority to the time that the
lights come on and the "big boys" come out to play.
Listen to me people: there is much more to life than
intramural basketball. Really, I'm not lying. Let me
explain...
I don't know what is funnier, the overly serious
people on the intramural basketball floor, or those
that actually come to the games and watch intently,
hoping for that exciting moment that might just
change the course of their recreational future. You
know there is a problem when the crowds are bigger at
these games than at the Liberty women's team's
games.
The funniest people in the crowd are the hecklers.
Seriously, if you have nothing better to do than to try
and get into the head of the 5 foot, 9 inch kid that
played JV his entire high school career, it's time to
take a good long look in the mirror.
In the first week of the playoffs, my team played a
group that had one of these types in attendance. Only,
this was much different than anything I've ever experienced. The over-zealous, Milton Bradley/Mark
Cubanesque fan was the wife of one of the players on
the other team. No joke here, she was screaming at
her husband's teammates (re-read that) about their
lack of quality passing, turnovers and, my favorite,
threatening to take away their playing time if they
didn't improve.
Here's a free bit of advice to all the devout intramural players out there: if one of your teammate's wives
is criticizing you, take one of two of the following
actions, A) Get better at' basketball. I mean, think
about it. Someone's wife is giving you pointers. Or,
B) Begin a mutiny against the guy on the team that
brought her to the game. I'm sure he's a nice guy (at
least he has to be to put up with that), but he needs to
learn his lesson somehow. When a girl that can't play
the game (trust me on this) begins to coach me, I
quickly become uncoachable.
Speaking of coaches, what's with the new fad of
having a coach on the sidelines during these games?
But of course, you can't just have a guy giving advice,
looking like a member of the team. Oh no, these guys
wear ties, bring along etch-e-sketch's for drawing
plays, and genuinely look like they're going to cry
after a loss. I feel like they think that Steve Lavin is
waiting to try and take their job from them if they
don't succeed. Don't worry about losing your jobs
guys. There isn't a long line of people trying to take
the role of "person that has the least to do in life." It's
all yours.
What we all need to remember is that the winner of
this tournament gets a T-shirt. That's it. It's not
worth selling your first-born child to win the championship, or even putting actual thought into the games
during the day.
We're all playing intramural basketball, and there's
a reason for that. I think that some players in this
league envision the following statement due to their
hard work in intramural sports: "With the third pick
in the 2005 NBA draft, the Atlanta Hawks select...
Enter Your Name Here, from the LaHaye Student
Center!" It's not happening, and that's okay. Enjoy
•the tournament, but seriously don't take it too seriously.
Go ahead and brush your teeth every once in a while
because intramural sports isn't going to get you anywhere in life, and that's the bottom line.

Liberty University's men's and
women's tennis teams had their seasons come to an end Thursday at the
Big South Tennis Championships at
Winthrop's Memorial Courts.
The men's team was blanked by
Birmingham Southern 4-0, to put its

record for the season at 9-10. The
Panthers would eventually be upset by
Charleston Southern in the semifinals.
Winthrop would eventually defeat
Charleston Southern in the finals of
the men's championships. The conference title was the second straight for
the Eagles.

Liberty's women's tennis team also
fell on Thursday losing 4-0 to eventual women's champion Winthrop.
Winthrop moved on to defeat Coastal
Carolina in the women's finals to capture its fourth consecutive conference
title.
The Lady Flames ended their season with a 2-15 overall record.

MATT TRENT

MATT TRENT

SERVING IT UP — Priit Pihl delivers one of his best serves for the Flames NICE RETURN — Sarah Henry returns a ball earlier this season. Henry and
this season.
the Lady Flames ended the year at 2-15.

MATT TRENT

GREAT SEASON — Kenan Bell and the Flames' season ended this past weekend at the Big South Tennis Championships.

Footlongs and Breakfast All Day Long

Serving Lynchburg's Families Since 1975

Creating solutions, changing lives.

Foot long Dogs

SUMMER CAMP JOBS
Looking for the best summer of your
life? Easter Seals Virginia can help
you find it. We are committed to
helping people with disabilities gain
greater independence. Join our
dedicated team this summer at Camp
Easter Seals Virginia in Craig County.
We have job openings for camp
counselors and program leaders
(aquatics, horseback riding,' music,
nature, sports and more).
Room,
board and salary provided.
For
information, contact Deborah Duerk at
dduerk@va.easterseals.com
or
at
(540) 864-5750. Visit our website to
learn how you can make a difference.
www.va.easterseals.com
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Baked Ham • Fried Flounder
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Daily Lunch Special - $ 1.99
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Whipped Potatoes • Green Beans • Sweet Potato
Casserole • Corn Pudding • Cole Slaw • Cinnamon
Apples • Biscuits • Assorted Desserts •
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All items offered for one inclusive price
Adults J12.00 • Children under 12 $6.00 • 2 end under FREE

I Private rooms available for Wedding Receptions,
I Rehearsal Dinners, Birthday Dinners and Business
Retreats.
Separate Menus Available

New Salads!
Burgers - MTO

FREE Wireless Internet
2810 Candler Mt. Road
(Next to JD Byrider Auto Sales)

r
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Lynchburg VA
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Track finishes first and second at Championships
By Evan Falat
SPORTS KKPORTKK

For three days last week
the Liberty University Flames
track team competed at the
Big
South
Outdoor
Championships in Lexington,
Va., as the meet was hosted by
the Virginia Military Institute.
For the 12th time in 13 years
the Liberty men's team won
the championships as they
accumulated a total of 200
points from the 21 total
events, while the women's
team finished in second place
for the second consecutive
year with a total of 230 points.
In addition to the high team
finishes, many Liberty athletes also achieved AllConference recognition, as
well as established personal
and conference bests.
In looking at the final
men's results Liberty scored a
total of 200 points and beat
runner-up Coastal Carolina by
42 points. Host VMI was third
with a score of 116 points,
while Charleston Southern
finished fourth with 111
points, Radford was fifth,
High Point sixth, UNCAshevillefinishedseventh and
Winthrop finished eighth.
The men were led by a wellbalanced attack as they
recorded eight first-place finishes, including two each by
senior Dan Royal and freshman Josh McDougal. Royal, a
transfer from Florida State,
won both the shot put and discus, while also finishing third
in the hammer throw. The dis-

cus was Royal's most impressive victory as he threw 168
feet, winning the event by 8
feet and in the process set a
new conference record. Fellow
senior thrower Andy Musser
also finished out his conference career on a strong note as
he recorded a fourth place finish in the shot put and
claimed fifth in the discus.
As previously noted, Josh
McDougal also won two
events over the course of the
three-day meet and for his
efforts was awarded the Most
Outstanding Track Performer
of the meet. On Thursday
night, McDougal coasted to
an impressive victory in the
10,000 meters as he won in a
time of 30:50.73. He then
came back on Saturday to win
the 5,000 meters, setting a
new school and conference
record as he ran a time of
14:07.75. Junior Evan Falat
also ran the 10,000 and
5,000 meter races, placing
third in the 10,000 in a time
of 32:13.94 and fourth in the
5,000. Falat was named to
the conference All-Academic
team for performance in the
classroom.
Other individual event
winners for the Flames
included Kevin Octave in the
long jump, Chris Lyons in the
800
meters,
Brandon
Hoskins in the 400 meter
hurdles and 4x100 meter
relay team.
In the long jump Octave
jumped 24'oi.50" and hit the
qualifying mark for the NCAA
East Regional meet. Senior

sixth, VMI seventh and UNCChris Lyons used a very fourth in the 100.
impressive kick to come from
Other
All-Conference Asheville was eighth.
behind and win the 800 honorees for the Flames
Top performers for the
meters in a time of 1:54.93, included Eric Lundy, who Lady Flames included Kena
while junior Travis Campbell finished second in the triple Butts,
Dani
McNaney,
finished third, 0.4 of a second jump; Micah Brinkley, who Danielle
Jordan
and
behind.
was second in the 110-meter Charlene Hibbert. Butts garFreshman
Brandon high hurdles and Dan nered All-Conference in
Hoskins ran a time of 52:77 to Newell, who was third overall three events as she finished
third in the 200-meter dash,
win the 400-meter hurdles, in the two-day decathlon.
while he was also on the winThe Liberty Lady Flames was second in the long jump
ning 4x100 meter relay team finished second in the team and won the high jump. In
that won with a time of 41.77 competition with a total the high jump Butts set a new
seconds. Also on that team score of 230 points, 55 1/2 conference and meet record
were
senior
Ravanno points less than first place with her clearance of 5'io".
Ferguson and freshman Coastal Carolina. The rest of
Senior Dani McNaney
Alonzo Phillips. Ferguson fin- the women's team standings concluded her Big South
ished second in the 400 saw Charleston Southern fin- competition by adding even
meters and fourth in the 200 ish third, Radford fourth, more hardware to her ever
meters, while Phillips was Winthrop University fin- expanding trophy case as she
third in the 200 meters and ished fifth, High Point was finished fifth in the long
jump, placed third in the
high jump, was second in the
400-meter hurdles hitting
the regional qualifying mark
for that event, won the
javelin throw with a toss of
i28'oi" and won the 100meter hurdles in a time of
14.61 seconds. McNaney was
also named to All-Academic
team and was named the Big
South Scholar Athlete of the
Year.
Freshman
Danielle
Jordan also performed well
for the Lady Flames as she
participated in the tough
10,000/5,000-meter double
and finished second in the
10,000 and was fourth in the
5,000. Fellow teammate
Samantha Pelletier was third
in the 10,000-meter race.
MATT TRENT
Charlene Hibbert, another
FIRST PLACE— Micah Brinkley crosses the finish line for the Flames earlier
Lady Flames freshman, was
this season. The Liberty men's team took first place in the Big South
named to the All-Conference
Championships last weekend.

team in the long jump as she
finished third in that event,
finished fourth in the 400
meters and was a part of the
4x100 meter relay team that
placed
second.
Aniska
Strachan was also a part of
the second place relay team
and she also finished in third
place overall in the 400
meters.
Other
All-Conference
awards for the Lady Flames
included Marie Williams'
third place finish in the twoday heptathlon, as well as a
third place finish for the
4x400 meter relay team.
Aimee Riley took first place
in the pole vault, clearing the
bar at height of n'06.25",
while teammate Melissa
Zummo was third in the
same event. Hurdle specialist
Arlene Zelinskas finished
fourth in the 400-meter hurdles and also finished second
in the 100-meter hurdles.
Finally, mid-distance specialists Sarah Roberts and
Melissa Blackstone„also had
very successful days as they
combined for 25 points
between themselves. Roberts
finished in third place in
both the 1,500 meters and
the 800 meters, while
Blackstone was fourth in the
1,500 and second in the 800.
With the conclusion of the
Big South Championships
the Flames do not return to
action until the Penn Relays,
which occurs in two weeks,
after which they conclude
their regular season events
with a home meet on May 5.

Patrick Gaillard showing he's the man for the job
By Jesse jjouk
SPORTS REPORTER

Patrick Gaillard spent the
first season and a half of his
college baseball career changing roles on the team. He
would rotate between being
the back-up shortstop and
being the starting shortstop.
All of that changed as his
competition, Carlos Garcia,
was dropped from the line-up.
A modest Gaillard said,
"I'm just stepping in to fulfill
the job of the back-up."
But that is far from the
truth. This is no back-up player. Gaillard has been working
hard to prepare himself for
this moment. That moment is
here and Gaillard is ready.
Spending so much time
backing up someone has the
potential to become frustratMATT TRENT
ing. Knowing that you put
BASE KNOCK— Patrick Gaillard has shown that his smoothness in the field isn't the only reason
just as much time into workwhy his playing time has increased this year. His batting average has also improved dramatically.
ing out as the other
guy does, can cause
some to lose focus,
but Gaillard saw it

in a different way.
"Carlos and I were good
buddies,"
Gaillard
said.
"There was never a jealousy
that I had for his starting job.
We pushed each other to
become better, and that's the
way it is on our team."
Gaillard has bought into
the work ethic that the team
had displayed season after
season. His commitment to
practice is having an impact
on his game. "I worked out
hard in the weight room,"
Gaillard said. "I would lift
weights at 5:30 in the morning and I can see how that has
paid off. I worked hard on the
field and on my conditioning.
I took ground balls to improve
my fielding skills."
Gaillard's success is something that has not come
instantaneously. It has been a
process. Gaillard's connection
to the Liberty Flames baseball
team began while in high
school. "I was recruited when
I came to one of the try-outs
last summer," Gaillard said.

"They saw me and they were
interested in me. I made the
team. I patiently waited and
worked hard."
Gaillard felt that his freshman season was somewhat of
a disappointment. He committed seven errors while
playing in 18 games. "I had a
chance to get my jitters out
when I played a couple of
games at the beginning of last
year," Gaillard said.
"I now feel confident when
I go there and play."
Gaillard worked hard to put
an end to the errors that he
committed as a freshman. A
shortstop should be the most
reliable fielder on the team,
and Gaillard understands
that. "I have worked pretty
hard on the off season,"
Galliard said.

Please see SHORTSTOP, page B4
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Tired of tugging your stuff to and
from your home every summer?
Spending a *em«ster overseas
where you will not need your
things . Let us help you. Wv will
deliver our secure storngt units
right to your dorm or off campus
apartment. You load it up with
your things and we will take ft
back to our secure, government
inspected facility. Just call us when
you get back and we bring the unit
back to you.

It's convenient, safe and t i c u r t .

• No need to lug ttiirig* to self storage

• Share your unit wlttiyourfriends

• Units are secure and weatner proof

• We pickup it up when you are done

• We bring Uie storage unit to you

• We store It inside our secure facility

• Take your time to load it

• We bring back the unit in the fail

Call and reserve your unit today!

US/V

4000 Mayflower Dr.
Lynchburg, VA

888-57-STORE
434-S28-I999
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Rent with your
friends!
$50.00/unit per m o n t h

Help Wanted

Help Wantc

GREAT SUMMER
WORK!
ARE YOU LOOKING
FOR SOMETHING
BETTER THAN WHAT
YOU'VE ALREADY
LINED UP? IF YOU ARE
ATTRACTED TO
EXPERIENCE FOR
YOUR RESUME, $7000+
TRAVEL CHALLENGE COLLEGE
CREDIT
877-267-3765 EXT. 1
VARSITY

SUMMER
WORK
Excellent Pay

Christian based company
seeking Sales Managers.
81 K average plus great
benefits working from
home. Serious inquiries
only 1-866-484-0433

- Flexible schedules
- Start now or after finals
- Customer sales/service
- No experience necessary
- All majors welcome
all ages 17+, conditions
apply
CALL 540-345-7707

ad in
pion today!

BOONSBORO. 3 BR, 2 BA
Ranch House. $155,000,
priced below appraisal.
D e t a i l s :
www.geocities.com/angel
placex3 or 434-384-6466

For Rent
Minutes from campus 2&
3 perfect locations 2 & 3
BR's & 2 Baths @ $200
per person, call Neisy @
907-3025
Get your perfect
roommate
Come to the perfect
location to see the perfect
apt.
2 & 3 BR's & 2 Baths
Call ASAP 907-3025
Starting @ $395 and up

SEND YOUR AD TO: Sue Matthews, Ad Director,
The Liberty Champion
582-2128, Fax 582-2420, smatthews@liberty.
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Metallo coaches for now Feenstra: Selected as the
By Jesse Houk.
SPORTS REPORTER

Nearly two months ago the
Liberty University's men's
lacrosse team was at a crossroad. They had been recovering from the van accident that
had brought them so close to
tragedy and were contemplating on whether or not to even
finish the season. One thing
was definite. With the absence
of their former coach, John
Westfall, they would surely
need a new coach. That's
where Tom Metallo stepped in.
Tom Metallo is in his first
year of coaching lacrosse. He is
also in hisfirstyear of being at
Liberty. He is an associate professor of Government. The
story of how he became a part
of Liberty lacrosse is that of
perfect timing.
Metallo had been teaching
at schools in the Midwest and
also in the West. Lacrosse was
not that strong of a sport in any
of the areas where he taught.
When he began teaching at
Liberty, Metallo began to get
excited to be in an area that
valued lacrosse. He knew that
the Virginia-Maryland area
was big into lacrosse and that
he would have an opportunity
to watch some games.
Upon arriving at Liberty
Metallo didn't even know that
a lacrosse team existed. "A guy
came into his class with a stick
and a helmet in his hand and I
asked who he played for and he

said 'Liberty.'" An interest
began to form and last fall he
watched a few practices.
Metallo made a move that, at
the time, seemed insignificant,
but later proved to be the reason why he is the current head
coach. "I introduced myself to
the coach, but that was it. I
told him that I had played. I
was interested in coaching, but
since they had a couple coaches I wasn't going to try and
force my way in."
As said before, the accident
was something that made the
players question where they
should go and how they would
carry on the season without a
head coach. They began to look
for the man that they remembered showing interest in them
the previous semester. "I had
heard that after the accident
that they cancelled the season.
Then I found out that some of
the members of the lacrosse
team were looking for me and
a couple days later they found
me. We had a meeting that
afternoon and they asked me
to coach and helpfinishout the
season and then go from
there."
Metallo was excited because
he could see the potential on
the team. Even though some
of the leaders had been
injured, he saw that the team
had a drive to become better.
Since taking over at the
head coach position, there are
things that Metallo is forced to

eighth pick in the WNBA draft
Continued from page B1

JOHN METALLO
deal with. The first and most
important is being there for the
players if they would ever want
to talk about the accident.
Metallo sees that some of the
proper treatment for the team
to overcome the pain is as easy
as starting to play again.
"Playing and getting back on
thefieldhas actually been good
therapy for them," Metallo
said.
The future of Liberty
lacrosse is no longer a question
mark. "I am planning on
coaching the team next year,"
Metallo said. "I feel that we
have great chemistry. Most of
the team is coming back. We
are only losing one player. The
future of Liberty lacrosse looks
pretty bright. The guys are
committed to it. They are great
people to coach. When I see
that commitment from the
team, it motivates me to commit to them."

record and has earned two
Virginia Sports Information
Director Coach of the Year
awards.
Liberty understands the
importance of holding on to
a coach like Green. Park
talked about Green being
the key to building a
dynasty here at Liberty University.
"When you have good
coaches, you have to keep
them," Park said, "because
if you are going to do what
Tennessee has done, what
Connecticut has done, you
gotta keep the management
team in place."
Although Green's ability
to coach was never in doubt,
the break-through to the
Sweet 16 definitely raised
his stock. "When you get to

The decision to stay or to
go was obviously a hard one
for Green to make. Green
didn't officially decide to
stay at Liberty until the
morning of the press conference, which also happened to be Mrs. Green's
birthday.
Liberty University has
always been a nice place for
Green and his family.
"I have been very fortunate," Green said. "Liberty
is a very special place."
Green has led the Lady
Flames to Big South Championships and NCAA tournament appearances in all
six years of coaching. He
finished the 2004-2005
season with a 141-46 (.754)

BROWNSTONE
PROPERTIES INC

MATT TRENT

WHAT A SEASON— Katie Feenstra led the Lady Flames to
the Sweet 16 in the NCAA Tournament this year.

S h o r t s t o p : Gaillard making ;
most of opportunities and chances

Coach Green: Back with Lady Flames
Continued from page B1

She was the Big South Player of the
Year for the third consecutive year.
Feenstra also received the VaSID
Division I Women's Player of the Year
award this season for the second consecutive year and was the only player
in the nation to be ranked in the top
25 for field goal percentage (1st, .671),
rebounds (19th, 10.3, and blocks
(22nd, 2.5).
Feenstra becomes the highest ranking Liberty player ever drafted, and
just the second Liberty player drafted
in the first round.
Former Liberty football player Eric
Green was drafted 21st overall in the
1991 NFL draft by the Pittsburgh
Steelers.
The Lady Flames finished the season ranked 21st in the USA
Today/ESPN coaches poll, just behind
DePaul (20th) and Kansas State
(19th), both of which the Lady Flames
beat earlier this year.
This year's ranking marks the highest that any Liberty team has been
ranked in a national poll, and the
highest that any Liberty team has finished in a post-season poll.

the Sweet 16 you are knocking on the door to national
success," Park said. "With
the success of coaches like
Carey Green . . . it draws
attention to your program."
With that decision out of
the way, Green, his coaching staff and the players
who will be returning can
finally get down to business
and start thinking about
next year.
"I don't know what the
future holds for the Lady
Flames, but they are definitely working hard, and we
do have a strong group of
incoming freshmen," Green
said.
Could it be a repeat of
last season? "I do not think
that I am finished with my
work at Liberty," Green
said. "I liked the Sweeti6,
but I know it will get
sweeter as we advance on
up there."

make
as
many
errors as I did last
season," Gaillard
said. "I always want
to be improving on
my fielding. I also
need to be able to
produce when I'm
batting. If there are
runners on base, I
have to be able to
get them in. I
would like to, by
next season, have
my batting average
above .300."
The beginning of
next season means
that there will be
more competition
for Gaillard as he
MATT TRENT
IN THE BOX— Pat Gaillard has started 26 games for the Flames tries to maintain
his starting spot.
this year.
"Next year there
may be players that
secured for this will come in and
Continued from page B3
season, Gaillard is challenge me for
"I took a lot of not content playing this position, so I'm
ground balls, and the way he has just going to connow I am focusing been. He constantly tinue to work hard,"
on my hitting to wants to improve Gaillard said.
improve that part his skills so that he
"I'll stay in the
may be able to help weight room longer
of my game."
and work on my
With his starting his team.
position basically
"I don't want to fielding. I want to

be bigger, stronger
and faster
next
year. I hope to keep
my starting position so I can be
more influential in
helping my team
win games."
Regardless
of
what happens in
the future, Gaillard
has his priorities
straight.
He ' is
focused
on
the
team's success for
this season. "My
mindset was the
same,"
Gaillard
said. "Whether I am
starting
or
the
back-up, I'm always
supporting
the
team. It's all about
the team. It's not
who starts and who
doesn't start. We
are a team and I
feel that we have
shown that this season."
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GROUND
LIBERY STUDENT RECALLS HER JOURNEY
By Katelyn Fletcher
Demetrius
led a riot against
Paul. He
THROUGH
THE LAND OF
ANCIENT
GREECE
and most of Ephesus stayed in there
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

• Gazing at the rocky ground under
my feet, I closed my eyes and imagined St. John writing down every
Word Jesus Christ uttered inside the
cave. During the Greece trip over
spring break, Dr. Elmer Towns, his
right hand man Gabe Etzel, five
other students, their families and I
visited many biblically historical and
significant places: Corinth, Ephesus,
Mars Hill, Lindos and Patmos. This
trip is equivalent to New Testament
Survey and worth all three credits.
"It was a lot of fun and not much
more money than the class would
have been," said Elizabeth Smith, a
freshmen who went on the trip.
The first biblical place we visited
was Mars Hill. This is located in the
middle of modern Athens. It is
where Paul reasoned about God
. with the highly educated men of the
city. The population in Athens is
currently about 4 million. The Liberty group saw where Paul would
have walked into the city, and most
of the party, including me, stood on
the rocky hill where he spoke over
2,000 years ago.
The Liberty students walked on
the still mostly intact streets of the
ancient Roman city of Ephesus. This
was an amazing city to see. There
was a gladiator arena which the
Turkish people today still use for
concerts. It seats 24,000 people.
The guide informed us it is one of
the places where Nero persecuted
Christians. It is also where

crying, "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians."
On the streets of Ephesus there
were the remains of cuts in the marble street of a wheel or pizza shape;
that symbol spelt the word fish in
Greek. It was the secret meeting sign
for the Christians while Rome was
persecuting them. The fish itself
represented the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. It was extremely apparent that the things learned in history
and Bible classes did actually happen. This small fish symbol under
my feet brought the stones to life for
me.
Unfortunately, there was a workers' strike while we were in Corinth
which prevented us from seeing
some of the city, but we got to see
where Paul worked with Priscilla an
Aquila as a tent maker. The group
also saw the Erastus inscription. A
Greek carving in a stone slab on the
ground translated, "I Erastus built
this." Erastus is mentioned in
Romans 16:22 as the treasurer of
Corinth. He is also mentioned in II
Timothy 4:20 and in Acts 19:22.
The Liberty group also dipped their
feet in the Aegean Sea where Paul
cut his hair, which some Christians
believe was to fulfill the Nazarite
Vow.
Flashing back to the cave I mentioned in the beginning, the New
Testament Survey class went to an
island called Patmos. This is where
John was banished after God saved
him from boiling to death. He was

PHOTO PROVIDED

LIBRARY RUINS—Five Liberty University students joined Dr. Elmer Towns and Gabe Etzel over spring break to journey the historic land of Greece.

sent thsre to labor at the mines
because he was supposed to be dead.
Christ appeared to him in a cave on
Patmos, and that is where he
received the book of Revelation. An
amazing feeling covered me being in
the cave and I had to sit down for a
minute and take it all in. I was there
where Christ had been, talking to
John. After coming out of the cave
on a beautiful Sunday morning, the
group joined with another church
group on the trip for a time of worship and a short service by Towns.
Throughout the entire trip Towns
would stop the tour sometimes and
tell the class something significant
about the place we were at. The
value we have as students who went
to Greece is incomparable to the
value of the regular class. Even when
Dr. Towns fell asleep once on the
bus and we had to tap him to get him
to stop snoring, it was still interesting. On a more serious note, one
can't beat standing on the actual
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BATTLEGROUND—The group visited a gladiator arena on their trip overO spring break.

ground that disciples walked on in
the New Testament. All of us, students and family, had an amazing

experience traveling to Greece for
this class. Currently Liberty is planning on going again next spring.

ase
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ART EXHIBITION — Many Liberty University students submitted their original work in the contest held in the ILRC.

pieces from each category and then nar- gives the impression of peering through
rowed it down to first, second and third a window and spying on the artist at
UFEI REPORTER
place for each. The scale was from great work.
Nguyen, who can also be caught at the
Look out Da Vinci, Picasso and Van to greatest, as each piece of art had its
Liberty Radio or TV station, won for her
Gogh; there are new artists on the scene. own unique quality.
Liberty held its sixth annual Juried Stu"Every year the overall quality gets piece, "To Whom It May Concern." It is
dent Art Show on Friday, April 8, in the greater," said Davis. According to Davis of a young woman intently writing a letILRC computer. The event was organ- there were just under 150 entries this ter. It leaves the mind to wonder to
whom she is writing. Nguyen leaves it
ized by Professors Sandra Oughton, year, which is larger than last year.
Cam Davis and Todd Smith and was
The four who won fist place for each up to the imagination.
hosted by the A.P. Guillermin library. category were Jason Mignet, pencil; Jon
Campbell, whose piece is called "Night
From a caricature of Dr. Jerry Falwell, O'Neal, computer art; Huong Ngyen, Guy," is dark and mysterious. The piece
to a colorful abstract piece, the artwork photography and Kelly Campbell, paint- is of a guy who looks to be brooding
varied in subject, medium and skill.
ing.
about something. Who he is and what he
"We had a really great turnout and
Mignet won for his piece, "Predator." is thinking is somewhat of an enigma.
they (students) are increasing in skill Appropriately titled, the monster looks With the dark colors, Campbell also uses
and presentation," said Oughton.
as though it popped out of a George bright colors to contrast. With such
The artwork had to be turned in prop- Lucas film. Its glaring eyes and fero- detail and exquisite brush strokes, the
erly matted or framed and had to fit into cious mouth make the creature intense piece is certainly pleasing to the eye.
one of the categories that were going to and look as though it may jump off of
The top winners for each category
be judged. The categories were pencil, the page.
received a cash prize and the top three
painting, photography and computer
O'Neal was first for his piece, "Circle will receive a certificate of achieveart. The judges chose the top three Draw." The artwork is so realistic it ment.
By MarLiesa Johnson
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SIXTH ANNUAL — The show is organized by three liberty professors: Sandra
Oughton, Cam Davis and Todd Smith.
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Showin
"The light show was
so good ... and the
dancing was choreographed, and they
are beautiful
singers. It's a
really nice play."
-Racquel Sewell,
First Semester

"(Aida's) phenomenal. It's amazing."
-Eric Manko,
Senior
"It might be the
best one I've ever
seen, at least the
best musical."
-Cecily Heuslein,
from Lynchburg

"I had no idea
what (Aida) was
going to be, but
it's just powerful. The staging
and the lighting
effects are just
so creative."
-Linda Russell,
from Lynchburg
"It's very interesting, the lighting is amazing,
and I just love
supporting the
fellow students in
the theater here."
-Dustin Muncy,
Sophomore

MATT TRENT

NUBIAN SLAVES — The cast of Aida perform as Nubians taken captive by Egyptian soldiers. Aida will be performed through April 30.
By Misty Maynard
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

Hailed as "captivating" and "phenomenal" by audience members,
"Aida" sold out the LU Theater for the
second weekend in a row.
"You just get kind of caught up in it
and it's a wonderful story," said Glenda
Guise, who came to see her daughter,
Kristin Guise, in the show.
Many attendees called the musical,
written by Elton John and Tim Rice
and directed by Linda Nell Cooper, Liberty's best yet. Though Aida's been on
Broadway for more than four years, few
people know the story.
"It's kind of like a tribal twist on
Romeo and Juliet, in a way, and Elton
John is involved," said Jason Pope, who
played dual roles as an Egyptian solider
and the Nubian king Amonasro.
The lively music, finely choreographed dancing, flaming costumes
and talented actors and actresses, carried the audience through the story of
Aida.
As soon as the lights dimmed and the
pulse-pounding music filled the room,
the audience was enraptured with the
appearance of Egyptian soldiers led by
Radames. Justin Oliver plays Radames,
a heroic captain of the Egyptian army.
When the Egyptian army captures
| several Nubian women, among them
the title character Aida, the story immediately shaped into a romance. Aida,
who is played by Ashley Wasson, has a
strong, independent spirit. A Nubian

princess, Aida hides her identity to
remain anonymous and safe among the
Egyptian people.
"Justin Oliver...is a gentleman," said
director Linda Nell Cooper. "He's a gentleman from the South, so he brings
that sensitivity and that respect for
women on the stage."
Wasson, Cooper said, is independent
and passionate, and brings those qualities to her role as Aida.
"(She) is very spunky. She's a feisty
little thing, so she brings that to her
role," Cooper said.
The actors spent many hours outside
of rehearsal preparing for their roles.
Memorizing lines, memorizing songs,
practicing dance moves, even working
to build relationships with each other
so that the relationships on stage
seemed real, the actors and actresses
invested a lot of time and effort into the
show, and it paid off.
"It's just more professional than it
has been before," junior Allyn Lyttle
said.
Beyond the strength of the story and
the talent of the actors, this musical also
featured advanced lighting techniques
and a different stage set up. Instead of
the usual stage, with actors facing one
way, the stage was set in the middle of
the theater, with audience seated on
both sides.
"I was literally having to run around
the theater and check out all four sides,"
Cooper said.
The lighting effects were created
using laser lights, as well as the usual
set-up.

"It is the most elaborate lights we've
ever used. We've never used lasers
before, so we added a lot of special
effects lighting," Cooper said.
Before Aida, Cooper said the musicals always featured a live pianist, but
Aida broke the mold on this aspect as
well by using a soundtrack. With no
room for a drummer, bassist, or any
other musician, Cooper said she had to
use a soundtrack because the show
could not be performed without it.
"I had no idea what (Aida) was going
to be, but it's just powerful. The staging
and the lighting effects are just so creative," said Linda Russell, a Lynchburg
resident who has attended several LU
theater performances in the past.
Cooper said that she wants people to
come in with no expectations so they
can be captured by the story. However,
she did say that people could expect a
high-energy show, a feeling of reverence and a feeling of celebration with
this show
"I think they can expect an extremely
moving story and one that makes us
think about relationships and ideals
and beliefs and principles and what we
stand for," she said. "When I saw (Aida)
on Broadway, I bawled my eyes out and
I said, 'I've got to tell this story at Liberty.' I think it's so pertinent to college
students because college students are
dealing with love and life issues at this
moment."
In its collegiate premiere, Aida transports the audience to another time and
place and into a story full of passion,
conflict and ill-fated love.
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FORBIDDEN LOVE — Egyptian Captain Radames, played by Justin OliverU), falls in love with his Nubian captive Aida, played by Ashley Wasson (R).
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CAPTURED KING—Jason Pope portrays Amonasro, the imprisoned king of the Nubians
and father of Aida.

MA n TRENT

TYING THE KNOT — Princess Amneris, played by Sarah Koster, prepares to be wed.

