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Sitting Bull: Lakota Warrior and Defender of His People
By S. D. Nelson

Abrams Books for Young Readers, 2015

DESCRIPTION:
Written in fictionalized first-person voice, Nelson allows this Hunkpapa Lakota leader
to tell his own story. Born in 1831, Sitting Bull was trained in the traditional ways of his
tribe although the “wasichus,” or white men, were already disrupting his people’s way
of life. Growing up to be a strong warrior, Sitting Bull was aware of the of the conflicts
and broken promises of the U.S. government troops at an early age. During his
leadership of the Lakota people, he worked hard to protect his people from these
dealings and avoided signing any treaty rights. Because of his strength and
determination, he was highly regarded and gained his name Sitting Bull as a “buffalo
that would not back down.” When he could no longer resist the inexorable wave of
white demands, he became dependent on the government for support —just like those
“Hang-Around-the-Fort” Indians he had formerly despised. He lived long enough to see
the defeat of his fellow Sioux, spent a number of years traveling with Buffalo Bill’'s Wild
West Show, and was tragically murdered in 1890 by a Lakota policeman. He is quoted as
exhorting his people to continue to honor the traditions that served their people and to,
“go forth with a good heart.”

CRITIQUE:
Written in story format, this autobiographical narrative is very readable. Its pages are
tilled with quotations, photographs, and ledger book art, so named because it was
drawn by the Indians on ledger paper discarded by the army. These drawings depict
important events in the lives of the Lakotas, such as buffalo hunts, dances, and battles.
The author ends with a timeline and detailed notes about Lakota practices and spiritual
beliefs putting this narrative of Sitting Bull’s life in a cultural context. A member of the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe in the Dakotas, the author does not attempt to present all
sides of the issues involved in the relationships between the U. S. government and the
Native American tribes. His narrative concentrates on what happened to the Hunkpapa
people and their great leader.
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CHARACTER THEMES:
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