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Mike Huckabee visits Liberty
Chancellor FalweU Jr. endorses Huckabee as presidential candidate
By Jenni Thurman
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Governor Mike Huckabee
became the third presidential
candidate to appear at Liberty
when he made a surprise visit to
speak in convocation on Wednesday, Nov. 28, just hours before
he would appear in the
CNN/YouTube debate

in St. Petersburg, Fla.
Huckabee was greeted with
rousing applause from the 8,000
students in attendance, many of
whom waved flags and banners.
One banner said, "Chuck Norris
Approved," referring to a recent
endorsement from the "Walker,
Texas Ranger" star.
Please see HUCKABEE, A2

ALEX TOWERS

NEED TO READ
REASONS TO RECYCLE
Did you know that Liberty is starting a recycling program? Read about
what you can do to help NEWS A5

Run, Josh, Run!
Josh McDougal captures NCAA Championship

BARRICK UPDATE
After a year of healing, the Barrick
family is faithfully traveling the
long road to recovery NEWS A5

FAMILIAR SCENE
A senator probes into the
spending of prominent Christian ministry leaders. OPINION A6

LBS SCHOH'KK

n his senior cross-country season Josh McDougal won all five

BROWN'S BEATDOWNS I

races in which he competed. His journey began at the Notre Dame

Eric Brown looks at the insensitivity of ESPN concerning the
death of Sean Taylor SPORTS B3

invitational where he placed first with a time of 23:11. McDougal
then traveled to Terre Haute, Ind. where he won his third straight
pre-national title. O n Oct. 27 he led his team to a third straight Big
South Championship with a time of 24:11. Two weeks later at the South-

SHOPPING WOES
Life! explores how to avoid the
Christmas shopping blues when
buying presents LIFE! B7

east Regional Championships, McDougal captured his third regional title in
29:30. McDougal culminated his championship season on Nov. 19 by edging
out Oregon's Galen Rupp and claiming his first ever national championship.

RUBIK'S KID CONQUERS CUBE

Victim of
stabbing
speaks
By Jennifer Schmidt
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

The female victim of the recent stabbing that occurred on Tuesday evening,
Nov. 27 has revealed new details about
the attack as it occurred in a small female
restroom close to CASAS on the second
floor of DeMoss around 5:45 p.m.
"I didn't notice anything until he was
actually pushing on the stall door," said
the victim, who wishes to remain anonymous. "He didn't say anything at all."
A first year student at Liberty, the
victim said that her attacker "squeezed
through somehow,"' although she was
pushing on the stall door to keep it
closed.
"He was halfway in the stall (and)
pointed a blade at me. I grabbed his hand
with the blade and shoved it away, and
that's when I got cut," the victim said,
whose fourth finger of her left hand requiredfivestitches.
"When I was trying to push his hand
away, there was resistance."
The victim screamed after pushing
away the attacker's hand, at which point
he "sprinted away."
The victim describes her attacker
as wearing a black ski mask that only
showed his eyes, a black sweatshirt and
dark jeans.
"I know that he was a white guy,"
the victim said in response to reports
that claimed the attacker's race was unknown.
The victim also asserts that she has
"never seen him before. I don't know
him."
The victim had entered the restroom
following the dismissal of her English
class, which was in the vicinity of the
restroom. Following the attack she weqt
back to her classroom and talked to hej"
professor, who then called LUPD.
According to reports, the attacker positioned a wet floor sign outside of the
female restroom before entering, taking
it with him when he left. Executive Vice
President Ron God'./in said that the attacker deposited the wet floor sign in a
stairwell, where it was later recovered.
Reports also indicate that the attacker
only wore the ski mask while inside: of
the restroom.
"We know there were other people in
the building who saw the suspect in the
vicinity (of the attack). They have not
come forward, and we don't know who
they are," Captain G. Howard Gregory
said.
Please see STABBING, A5

Law Professor
Bern dies at 66
By Daniel Martinez

30 seconds. I was hooked pretty
much right away," Baum said.
NEWS EDITOR
His fastest solving time outside
Junior Jason Baum, profes- of competition is 8.31 seconds.
sional speed cuber, won the 2007
"My hope is that with the atVirginia Open Nov. 24 with an av- tention I am receiving, people
erage time if 14.15 seconds.
are inspired to pick up a Rubik's
Baum was featured on FoxNews Cube and get into it themselves,"
Channel's "Fox and Friends" ear- he said. "It is honestly very easy
lier this month. He was given 30 to learn how to solve it. You don't
seconds to solve a scrambled Ru- have to be smart or good at math.
bik's Cube but completed the task I am actually planning on starting a Rubik's Cube club at Liberty
in less than 20 seconds.
"I first picked up a Rubik's next semester where my friends
Cube about three and a half years and 1 will teach people how to
ago. I learned how to solve it in solve it."
Contact Kari Mitchell at
one night with the help of a friend
who could do the cube in about
kdmitchell2<a>liberty.edu.
By Kari Mitchell

NEWS REPORTER

JORDAN CKUSSINUHAM

One of the founding fathers of the Liberty University School of Law, Professor
Roger C. Bern, died on Tuesday, Nov. 20,
at the age of 66.
"Professor Bern joined Liberty's inaugural law faculty in the summer of 2003
to help lay the groundwork for enrollment of thefirstclass in the fall of 2004,"
according to a press release from Liberty
University's Web site.
The devout Christian husband and father of two had a career that spanned 40
years and included stops in five different
law schools, plus a two-year stint as an
Assistant Attorney General for the Missouri Antitrust Division.
Please see BERN, A4
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HUCKABEE: Gov. attributes
campaign success to prayet
Continued from A1
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ECONOMICALLY FIT — The team of Liberty students participating in the College Fed Challenge was a finalist in the competition.

Finance students reach finals in regional competition
By Joyanna Gilmour
NEWS REPORTER

A team of Liberty University students were finalists in this year's regional College Fed Challenge competition, held Nov. 13 at the Federal
Reserve Bank of Richmond.
Presenting team members from
Liberty included Luke Campbell,
Kevin Dail, Timothy Todd, Daniel
White and Amy Williams. Mark
Munger, Michael Rago, Jonathan
Rehrer, Brad Wilson and Reigen
Wingfield were non-presenting
team members.
The team was coached by Scott
Ehrhorn, an assistant professor of
finance at Libert)' who has helped
prepare teams for the challenge the
past three years.
"Our team, made up entirely of
finance students, competed against
teams made up primarily of economics majors from nine other
schools from the region," said Ehrhorn.
T\ie purpose of itae Co\\eg,e Fed
Challenge is "to encourage better
understanding of the nation's central bank, the forces influencing
economic conditions in the United

States and abroad, and the ways
the economy affects everyone," according to the Richmond Federal
Reserve Bank's press release.
Each team gave a 20-minute
presentation on the state of the
economy as well as current monetary policy.
"We had to simulate a Federal
Market committee meeting, which
is where governors of Federal Reserve banks get together and decide
monetary policy for the country,"
White said.
The teams also participated in
a 15-minute question-and-answer
session where students were grilled
on economic issues by the judges.
"Two senior economists peppered us with questions," White
said.
After two rounds of competition,
Christopher Newport University
took first place while Liberty University, Bridgewater College and
Old Dominion University were finalists. As winner of the regional
competition, Christopher Newport
will advance to the Fifth District
championship.
According to one judge, the question-and-answer session separated

the winning teams from the rest.
"The Liberty University team
was very well prepared for the
question-and-answer session," Ehrhorn said.
The team prepared throughout
the semester for the competition,
meeting regularly as a group as well
as individually researching economics. In addition to coaching,
Ehrhorn brought in guest lecturers
to speak to the team, including an
economics professor from the University of Virginia.
According to White, the College Fed Challenge has made him a
more well-rounded business major
because of the increased exposure
to economics. While business majors at Liberty take classes in economics, there is currently no major
for that field. •
This year's competition was the
first time Liberty has placed in the
finals since it began sending teams
in 2002.
For further questions, students
may contact Ehrhorn at sehrhorn@
liberty.edu.
Contact Joyanna Gilmour at
jgilmour@liberty.edu.

Merry ChrUtmcu from the Champion J toff
We, the staff, hope you have enjoyed this semester's issues of the Champion. We
constantly strive to deliver news that is pertinent to Liberty students in a design that is
:as good, if not better, than major news dailies.
As a special thanks to our dedicated readers, the first three people who come to the
Champion office today and recite the names of the eight reindeer from memory will
receive a gift certificate for a free large one topping pizza from Domino's.

Chancellor Jerry Falwell Jr.
introduced the former Arkansas
governor as the candidate who
would beat Sen. Hillary Clinton,
the current Democratic frontrunner, by the largest margin of any
other Republican, according to a
recent CNN.com poll.
"He's one of us," Falwell Jr. said
in convocation. "A lot of the other
candidates try to talk like evangelicals, but he's actually one of
us. He believes like we do on all
the issues. He's really, I think, got
a good chance at being the next
president of the United States."
During his message, Huckabee
stressed the importance of the
younger generation's involvement
in voting, as the next president's
decisions on issues such as abortion and homosexual marriage
will affect evangelicals for years to
come.
"The impact of the next president's decisions will be far more
on their lives than on mine,"
Huckabee said. "They will have to
live with the Supreme Court justices who are appointed. They will
have to live with the decisions on
war — if we fight, who we fight and
how well we fight."
Government majors were permitted to pose pre-approved
questions to Gov. Huckabee at the
end of convocation. Junior Daniel
Webb asked why Huckabee's campaign has been surging in recent
months, as his poll numbers have
tripled since July.
Huckabee related his rising
popularity to what he said caused
the miracle that fed a crowd of
5,000 people with just five loaves
and two fish: "There literally are
thousands of people across this
country who are praying that little
would become much, and it has."
During a post-convocation news
conference, Huckabee answered
more questions about his skyrocketing poll numbers from reporters
representing NBC, CNN, FoxNews
and local television channels.
"It was Ghandi who said there
are four stages in the process of a
politician," Huckabee said at the
news conference. "First, they ignore you. Then they laugh at you.
Then they attack you. Then they
attend your swearing in. We're in
stage three. We're looking forward
to stage four in January 2009."
Much of the news conference
focused on Huckabee's reference
to God as a major driving force
behind his increasing popularity.
When asked if God was solely responsible for his surge in the polls,
Huckabee clarified: "I'm saying
that when people pray, things
happen."
"I'm not saying that God wants
me to be elected. The last time I
checked, he hadn't registered in

any of the states to vote. If he does
register, be sure to let me know,
because I will ask for his vote."
Falwell Jr., who appeared with
Huckabee during the news conference, endorsed the former Southern Baptist minister as his pick
for a presidential candidate. His
announcement was greeted with
loud cheers from a group of students.
"My father supported Gov.
Huckabee before he was number two in the polls," Falwell Jr.
said. "He's my first choice. I think
Huckabee is the closest to what we
believe on all the issues."
Later that afternoon, the top
story under the "Politics" section
0fF0xNews.com sported the headline "Jerry Falwell Jr. Endorses
Mike Huckabee for President,
Echoes Late Father's Support."
After the news conference,
Huckabee flew directly to St. Peterbsurg, Fla. to prepare for the
CNN/YouTube debate. Many political analysts heralded Huckabee
as the decisive winner, although
he spoke for only 10 minutes in
comparison to about 16 minutes
for former New York Mayor Rudy
Guiliani.
Huckabee is no stranger to Liberty University. A friend of the
late Dr. Jerry Falwell, Huckabee
spoke last year at convocation and
Thomas Road Baptist Church's
Super Conference. He was invited
to speak at Liberty a second time
during a recent phone call with
Falwell Jr.
By law, Liberty is required to
make any public forum that it
sponsors available to all candidates if it makes it available to
any, according to Falwell Jr. Barry
Moore, vice president for community relations, issued invitations
to all candidates in both parties
last week. No candidates have responded to the invitation.
Huckabee joins U.S. Sen. John
McCain, who was the 2006 commencement speaker, and Alan
Keyes, former Assistant Secretary
of State who spoke at convocation
in September, as presidential candidates who have addressed Liberty students.
At press time, the Rasmussen
national poll of Republican candidates shows Huckabee in second place, trailing Guiliani 22 to
17 percent, within the five percent
margin of error.
The race for the Republican
presidential nomination will officially begin with the Iowa Caucus
on Jan. 3. The most recent Rasmussen Iowa poll shows Huckabee
in first place over former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney,
leading 28 to 25 percent, within
the three percent margin of error.
Contact Jenni Thurman at
jthurman@liberty.edu.
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CLASSIFIED
CAR FOR SALE
2003 Olds Alero
Fun to Drive. Handles
great &
good on gas!
4dr, 6cyl, AT, AC,
power window &
driver's seat, CC,
AM/FM/CD, tilt
steering, spoiler,
keyless entry & remote starter.
Like new tires.
Super clean inside
& out. Everything
works! $6,800 neg.
(434)237-4489 or
(434)610-9052.

Home for the holidays: Evacuated students return to Dorm 7

PHOTO PROVIDED

On Oct. 19, students had quickly
"(Dorm 7) is safe and has been
NEWS REPORTER
moved out and into other rooms permanently repaired," Chancellor
around campus due to cracks in the Jerry Falwell Jr. said.
The male students of Dorm 7 on walls and floors as well as shifting
On Tuesday of last week, workthe Circle received a welcome e-mail of the foundation under the dorm. ers were in the process of lowering
at the end of Thanksgiving Break, Now, almost all of the students have concrete drainage holes, called ristelling them they could move back returned to their previous rooms ers, in the ground near Dorm 7 to
into their residence hall after being with maintenance wrapping up the improve the drainage around that
evacuated for more than a month.
final details.
area of the Circle.
By Charles S. Goss

City ordinance commuters need to read
By Christi Corbin
NEWS REPORTER

Liberty commuters were warned
in a message posted on the splash
page Nov. 12 that only three unrelated people are allowed to reside
in one off campus house per Lynchburg city law.
The City of Lynchburg allows
only three unrelated people to occupy a dwelling off campus, further
stating in the posted message, "The
ordinance that is used in the City
of Lynchburg Zoning Ordinance
defines a family as two or more
persons related by blood or marriage, occupying a dwelling, living

together and maintaining a household, including not more than one
unrelated person, and not more
than three unrelated persons occupying a dwelling, living together,
and maintaining a household."
This message applies only to
commuters who are living in Lynchburg, and students should visit
www.lynchburgva.gov, clicking on
the Lynchburg City Code link, to
find out what zoning ordinance
they live in. Students should check
other zoning ordinances if they are
living in different areas.
Many Liberty students find it
cheaper, more convenient and safer
to live with multiple roommates.

Alyson Bruner lives off campus
in Lynchburg and has more unrelated girls in the apartment than
is allowed by law. Bruner does not
agree that the zoning ordinances
are fair for college students. She
said one of the main reasons college
students live with more than three
unrelated people is to save money
while living off campus.
Lindsay Kilcoin is a seminary
student living off campus in Campbell County. Kilcoin shares a fivebedroom, three-bathroom house
with four other graduate students.
Kilcoin was aware of the zoning
ordinance for Lynchburg, but since
she lives in Campbell County the

College Time: 50% off all
entrees with student ID
Every Tuesday and Thursday
6 am- 12 am
(with drink purchase)

"Master Engineers never concluded a definitive cause of the
settlement at Dorm 7," Director
of Field Operations J.O. Renalds
wrote in an e-mail.
Renalds also said a cut drain line
has been repaired.
According to a maintenance log
on the Student Affairs Web page,
over 100 "helical anchors" were
planned to be installed around the
outside of the dorm.
"These anchors are screwed in
(the ground) until they reach a set
level of pressure," the blog said.
"Once that pressure is achieved, the
building is attached to the anchor.
These anchors act as supports to
the building."
The Dorm 7 students have embraced their newly repaired yet familiar hallway and rooms.
"We're really pleased," said
freshman Owen Baker. "You can't
even tell there was anything done,"
except for a small rising in the floor
where, previously, a strip of carpet
covered a long, insidious crack.
Workers used a jackhammer in his
room to remove the floor and replace it, according to Baker.
Baker lives in room 110, one of
the most severely damaged rooms.
The room is on the side closer to the

ravine. Not only has the floor been
replaced and redone, but the cracks
in the wall are also gone.
The cinder blocks which compose
the wall now fit together without
any cracks that had enabled Baker
to see light from the next room. The
ceiling tiles have also been replaced
and the room repainted, Baker said.
Even the bathroom received new
floor tiling, according to Baker.
Students will be settling in for
a little while as the main hallway's
carpet has yet to be replaced. Baker
still has to retrieve his refrigerator
from the housing office since maintenance workers removed any large
objects the students left in order to
do repairs.
Dirt and holes from construction
greet the eyes of those who open
their windows.
"It'll definitely be something we
remember," Baker said.
Anyone wishing to view the construction blog as well as the photos
of the maintenance process should
go to www.liberty.edu/studentaffairs/ and click on the "Updates
- Residence Hall 7" link.

laws do not apply to her. She understands why students would want to
have more than three roommates.
"I live with five other girls. The
biggest reason for having more girls
in one house is our bills are divided
by five. I thought it would be difficult living with so many girls, but
the maturity level of my roommates
makes a big difference," Kilcoin
said.
Kilcoin said her house has two
different levels' that are self sustaining, meaning both levels have bathrooms and kitchens. If Kilcoin lived
in Lynchburg all she would need is
a lock on the door separating the
two levels, and she would essentially have two houses. This could be a
solution to the problem of having
more than three unrelated people
living under one roof.

The zoning ordinance does have
penalties if the law is violated. Section 35.1-20 of the zoning ordinance
titled "Violations and Penalties"
says, "Any person who violates any
provision of this ordinance shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and, upon conviction by the judge
of the general district court for the
City of Lynchburg, shall befinednot
less than $10, nor more than $1,000
for each offense, the amount of such
fine to be determined by the courts.
Each day that Jhe offense continues
shall be a separate offense."
Lynchburg City commuters
should be aware that their offense
could have a hefty price tag.

Contact Charles S. Goss at
csgoss@liberty.edu.

Contact Christi Corbin at
sccorbin@liberty.edu.
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Summer school registration opens Jan. 1
By Kari Mitchell

NKWS EDITOR
While many students are dreaming of a white Christmas, other students are making plans for summer. For some, plans include tests
and textbooks.
"In general, we always have
around 1,200 undergrad students
register for summer school," said
Larry Shackleton, registrar and vice
president for Administration.
Summer courses provide students with several benefits, according to Kenny Rowlette, director of
Liberty University Summer Programs, such as the opportunity to
get ahead in their degree programs.

One-, two- and three-week intensives are offered as well as fourweek courses.
Although a student is in class for
the same amount of time as he or
she would be if taking the class during the semester, Rowlette said that
summer courses provide students
with greater flexibility.
A one-week intensive will lecture from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. A student taking a two-week class will
either be in class all morning or all
afternoon. A three-week course is
mixed. Four-week courses will run
half the morning or half the afternoon and give students flexibility in
scheduling by providing them with
a four-day class week and a three-

day weekend.
Up to 12 credit hours can be taken throughout the summer's three
sessions, the first of which begins
the Monday after graduation.
"Students who want to take summer courses can do so without having to go home. After exams, they
have a few days to take a breath,
take a break," said Shakleton. "A lot
of them stay and go right into summer school classes."
According to Rowlette, students
can enjoy a relaxed atmosphere and
smaller class sizes while being able
to focus on one or two classes at a
time, rather than juggling several at
once during a semester.
Various incentives are given to

students to attend summer school,
such as a lower tuition rate than
during the fall and spring semesters. A student taking more than
six credits will receive a 50 percent
tuition discount. A student taking
up to six credits will pay $290 per
credit hour.
In addition, if a student failed a
course, it can be repeated over the
summer for half the cost of the established tuition rate.
Many of the general education
courses and Bible classes that are
required for all majors are typically
offered during the summer. However, upper-level courses may be
offered as well, based on the number of students interested. Shackle-

ton expressed that what will often
happen is not enough students will
sign up for the course and the class
will get canceled.
"We try to offer the best selection
we can. It takes a lot of research,"
Shackleton said.
The first session is scheduled
from May 12 to June 6. The second
session will be held from June 9
to July 4. The last session will run
from July 7 to July 25.
Students wishing to remain on
campus will have the opportunity
to stay in dorms on Campus East.
Summer meal plans are available
through Sodexho.
The courses currently being offered can be viewed on ASIST. Registration opens Jan. 1.
Contact Kari Mitchell at
kdmitchell2@liberty.edu.
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LEGACY—Roger Bern, right, was as a professor who held his students to high standards.

BERN: Law professor
leaves lasting legacy
Continued from A1

CHARITY FORYCTBK

First ever book fair gave customers
the chance to give and receive
By Alyson Bruner
NEWS REPORTER

For the first time ever, Liberty
University's Curriculum Library
hosted a scholastic book fair from
Nov. 26 to 30, sponsored by the Pi
Sigma Chapter of Kappa Delta Pi.
Fifty-eight volunteers as well as
five officer volunteers helped in the
setup and operation of the book
fair. All of them were Liberty University students, either members or
pledge members of Kappa Delta Pi,
the education honor society at Liberty University.
Senior Rebecca Hepburn, one of
the volunteers, said, "It seemed like
a fun project, and at the same time,
volunteering is a way to become a
member of Kappa Delta Pi."
Besides giving customers a
chance to purchase books, the book
fair also gave them an opportunity to give back to the community
through the One for Books Donation. One for Books allows customers to give a dollar to show their

support of local elementary schools.
The donations help to add books to
school libraries and help teachers
increase their classroom libraries.
Another volunteer, sophomore
Kaitlyn Oakes, said, "The book
fair has had a lot of sales as well as
many people giving donations, and
I enjoy seeing this because I have a
passion for children."
Scholastic will match the total
amount in donations of up to one
million books to three national nonprofit organizations, which include
Kids in Distressed Situations, Inc.,
National Center for Family Literacy
and Toys for Tots.
Items available for sale at the
book fair included a vast array of
books in children and adult literature, special author video clips,
downloadable student activities
and teacher curriculum connection
packages.
Many books have been purchased
from the book fair. As of Thursday,
there were already $1,500 in book
sales.

Junior Amy Whicker, an officer
of Kappa Delta Pi, said, "I prayed
for this event to be successful, and
it has been a blessing."
Graduates in the field of elementary education have taken advantage of the scholastic book fair.
Volunteer senior Heather Craig
said, "I see it also as a good opportunity for college students, especially elementary education majors
to build up their libraries for after
graduation."
Students have also been taking
advantage of the cost-efficient price
scholastic books offer.
Senior Kendra Scheck said, "I
have bought books to expand my
classroom library after graduation."
Anyone who missed the book fair
can still purchase books at www.
scholastic.com.
Contact Alyson Bruner at
ambruner@liberty.edu.

Associate Dean for Academic
Affairs Jeffrey C. Tuomala, who
knew Bern for 20 years, said that
the late professor accomplished all
of those things while battling serious health problems: "He lived on
death's doorstep for 30 years, but
he was not self-pitying."
Tuomala's friendship with Bern
reaches back to the time when
both were on the faculty at Regent
, University School of Law.
"I met him when I was interviewing to teach at Regent," Tuomala
said. "He was an experienced law
professor on the senior faculty."
They would go on to work together on the staff at the Jones
School of Law at Faulkner University as well.
Another member of the Liberty
University faculty, Associate Professor of Law Robert Ulrich, was a
student of Bern's in 1968.
"I was in his Robinson-Patman
Act Antitrust Statute course," Ulrich said. "Antitrust laws can be
very complex, but Roger made it
very clear and understandable. I
remember that the course just had
a final exam — I think I did fairly
well."
Bern "held students to the highest standard, grade-wise," according to Tuomala, yet his main goal
was actually serving the Lord.
The official Liberty press release
read that Bern "exhibited the joy
of the Lord in his personal and
professional life. He was committed to re-establishing Christian legal education."
"He was a great example of

Christian character," Tuomala
said. "He was actually in the top
one percent of Christians I've ever
known. I believe everyone here
on the Liberty School of Law faculty would say the same. He was
definitely someone you didn't ever
want to disappoint."»
Ulrich said, "He looked at teaching as what the Lord wanted him
to do. He was very genuine; he
lived Christ and was never afraid
to admit it or let it show. He was
very open about who he was and
what he was, and he wanted to
guide students in that way spiritually, as well as academically."
According to the press release,
Bern "was elected to the Omicron
Delta Kappa leadership honorary
in his undergraduate program,
and was a member of the Torch
and Scroll academic achievement
honorary. Since 1989, he served
as Resource Professor for the University of the Nations in KailuaKona, Hawaii, and, between two
of his teaching positions he also
engaged in private practice for
four years with an emphasis on
estate planning."
For a man with great academic
prowess, knowledge and experience, Professor Bern leaves behind a legacy.
As Tuomala said, "He was definitely someone I always wanted to
work with."
Professor Bern is survived by
his wife, Susie, and his daughters,
Susan and Stacy.
Contact Daniel Martinez at
dpmartitnez@liberty.edu.

Ergun Caner interviews Tibetan Buddhist at Liberty
By Othon Zermeno
NEWS REPORTER

President of the Liberty Theological Seminary Dr. Ergun Caner
hosted an informal interview with
Tibetan Buddhist Andre Papantonio in front of a live audience last
Tuesday.
Although the £vent was part of
the seminary's Apologetics class,
the doors were open to anybody
who wanted to attend.
It was not the first time Caner
has spoken to people from other religions in this manner, which allows
audience members to learn directly
from actual practitioners who are
willing to take questions from the
audience as well.
Papantonio told the audience
how he went from being a Catholic
to a secular hum-mist to a Tibetan
Buddhist.
The interview, which resembled
"Inside the Actors Studio" in its
format, consisted of one hour of
questions asked by Caner and then
15 minutes for the audience to ask
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any questions. After Caner left to go
teach a class, Papantonio stayed to
answer questions students had for
about an hour more. During this
time a student asked him to recommend a good book for someone
wanting to learn more about Buddhism.- Papantonio responded by
giving the student his own book
once he learned the student could
not afford it.
More than once, Papantonio admitted he had no answer for certain
questions. He could not tell, for in-

stance, the difference in the afterlife
between people who had been Buddhist and those who were not.
Papantonio said that Buddhism
is a very difficult religion for Westerners to understand. Unlike popular belief about their religion, they
actually do not believe in many
gods, but rather "energies," as Papantonio clarified.
They also believe in reincarnation, but as Papantonio also mentioned, it is not what the average
person believes it to be. He said it

was too complicated to explain in
such a small period of time.
The interview was recorded, and
the unedited version will be uploaded on iTunes and will be available for free. Past interviews have
also been uploaded.
"I have learned a lot from this
Podcast, and the facilitator is beautiful. He really lets people speak
and is not threatening. It is an ex*ample of what we should be as
Christians..., I only wish this Podcast were published more often,"

Podcast user Cincilitgator wrote in
a review.
According to the Podcast description, the format of these interviews
"have generated more interest than
we expected."
Caner said that due to the popularity and demand of these types
of Interviews, he will plan to have
them more often in upcoming semesters.
Contact Othon Zermeno at
mozermeno@liberty.edu.
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Barrick family
recovers one
day at a time

STABBING:
Victim reveals
new details
about attack

By Mitchell Malcheff
NEWS REPORTER

It has been more than a year
since a drunk driver slammed
head-on into the Barrick family's 2003 Toyota minivan. The
family was on their way home
from church after stopping at
KFC for dinner when they were
struck by a pickup truck without headlights on traveling in
the same lane. Several helicopters and emergency work crews
transported the family to three
different hospitals.
When a family goes through a
tragedy like the Barrick family
experienced, there are two roads
that a family can walk down anger or acceptance.
The Barricks have chosen acceptance.
"Every day we keep holding
onto God's promises. We claim
his promise that he will take us
the whole way. You just take it
one day at a time," Andy Barrick
said.
It is indeed a struggle that
takes place one day at a time
for the Barricks. Andy is back at
work as the Director of Alumni
Affairs for Liberty University but
still must deal with continued
discomfort from a broken pelvis. Linda, Andy's wife, suffered
a broken arm, broken ribs and
a broken foot. She still experiences discomfort from the foot
injury and has yet to regain full
use in her left hand.
Son Josh, 12, the least injured
of the four, suffering a broken
nose and lacerations, returned
to school at Liberty Christian
Academy (LCA) shortly after the
accident and has become a huge
help to his parents through the
recovery process.
Daughter Jennifer, 16, who
was in a coma for about five days
and remained in the hospital
until February, is still recovering
from serious head trauma. Jen
has yet to fully regain her shortterm memory and is still dealing
with cortical vision impairment,
which renders her partially
blind and prevents her from seeing anything to the right side of
her. Jen attends LCA four days
a week and receives home-based
schooling as well.
Amid all of the questions that
Andy receives daily about his
family and their physical recovery, he is quick to say that the
physical healing is not as important as what God is accomplishing through the accident.
"Our prayer as a family is that
Jesus Christ is made famous.
We know what Satan meant for
evil, God has used for his glory,"
Andy said.
He went on to say that as a
result of the accident, the whole
dynamic of their family has
changed. He used the biblical
example of Martha and Mary to
illustrate the tendency that people have to rush through their
day, feverishly finishing tasks,
with no thought for a Savior that
wants nothing more than for us
to sit at his feet.
"It changes your perspective
on what's important in life and
what's not. The things that distract us - we try to get rid of
those things," Andy said.
Andy's eyes shine with joy
as he talks of what God has accomplished through a family
that stayed at church later than
normal that night to visit with
friends. He goes on to say that
the family is claiming Philippians 4:13 every day as they pray
together and continue to heal.
Those two roads of anger and
acceptance rarely cross for the
Barricks. They are content to
travel down the better road,
knowing that they are being
guided by Christ.
"We're doing well and we're
healing everyday. Why would
(we) doubt or turn (our) backs
on (our) Savior?" Andy said.
For more information, see the
Champion Web site for the video
"Update on the Barricks."
Contact Mitchell Malcheff at
mjmalcheff@liberty.edu.
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CPAC: An opportunity for students to
meet the nation's conservative leaders
By Kari Mitchell
NEWS EDITOR

The largest group of conservatives and political activists will be
gathering at the 2008 Conservative
Political Action Conference (CPAC)
in Washington, D.C. in February.
The conference, which is cosponsored by Liberty University
and the LU School of Law, will feature presidential candidates, Vice
President Dick Cheney, co-host
of Fox News Channel's Hannity &
Colmes Sean Hannity, and a bestselling author known for her confrontational style, Ann Coulter.
The LU Career Center is currently recruiting students of all majors
to register for CPAC.
"This is not just for government
majors. The LU School of Law and
Helms School of Government are
going to push this with their students, but the groups and organizations who attend need students
with all skill sets," said David Hart,

Director of Operations for the Center of Academic Support and Advising Services.
Nearly 100 private organizations
and non-profits will be present at
the conference.
"There is an actual job fair during the conference with lots of organizations looking for young, conservative interns and graduates who
might work for them," Hart said.
Close to 6,000 people attended
CPAC last year, about half of which
were college students from across
the country. Liberty University has
taken groups' the past three years
and has brought the largest group
the past two years.
"We want this year to be the third
year (we are the largest group),"
Hart, who has led the trip all three
years, said.
The Career Center hopes to register 75 to 100 students for the conference.
The conference will be held
Thursday, Feb. 7 through Saturday,

Feb. 9, at the Omni Shoreham Hotel. The weekend will include workshops, presentations and special
receptions for conference participants.
According to Hart, Liberty has
reserved a large banquet room and
will host a special reception for
the students. They will get to meet
students currently interning with
the Washington Semester. Liberty
alumni will also be invited, as well
as special guests.
"Our students literally rub shoulders with the nation's leaders," Hart
said.
Students can register online for
the conference at www.CPAC.org
for $25. Transportation and lodging have been secured by the Career
Center and is provided to students
for $95. Students who are interested should stop by the CASAS office
in DeMoss Hall 2016.

By Jennifer Schmidt

Contact Jennifer Schmidt at
jschmidt@liberty.edu.

Contact Kari Mitchell at
kdmitchell2@liberty.edu.

Just say yes to recycling: Student help
needed to establish on-campus program
boxes throughout the week. Every tive, and they will have to do bibliResident Assistant will be asked to cal research," Pruitt said.
recommend a CA for their dorm,
"If we give students concepts of
The average person produces five who will then be responsible to stewardship, they can take that with
pounds of trash per day, according take their residence hall's box to them throughout their lives."
to the Environmental Protection a collection facility once a week.
"I hope it continues even after
Agency, and with roughly 5,500 on- Every Wednesday before 10 a.m. RecycleMania!," Ray Lowman, who
campus resident students Liberty CAs will be responsible to take the has 35 years of recycling experiproduces almost 14 tons of waste boxes from their assigned halls to ence, said. "I think that once the
one of seven collection facilities young people get their hands into
per day.
that
are currently being built on it, that it will go off real good."
"We were shocked that there was
campus.
Collected paper will then
no recycling program on campus...
"Students at secular schools
we were upset by how much paper, be weighed and reported to Recy- seem to be much more in favor of
cardboard and plastic bottles we cleMania! on a weekly basis.
recycling, and a good amount of
saw being thrown away on camPruitt said 139 CAs are needed students at Liberty seem uninterpus," Amie Harr, vice president of because there are 139 floors on ested and skeptical of environmenthe recently formed Care for Cre- campus. For every 10-12 CAs there talism because it is often seen as a
ation Association (CFCA), said.
'liberal' sentiment," Harr said.
"We are recycling not so much to
To officially kick off recycling at
be 'green-minded' for that sake, but
Liberty for the very first time in its
to follow biblical mandates to care
36-year-old histoiy, Sheri Pruitt,
for the world," Pruitt said.
Assistant Facilities Coordinator,
has registered Liberty for RecyRecycleMania! officially ends on
cleMania!, a "friendly" 10-week
April 5, but Pruitt says established
long recycling competition
positions and methods
between colleges and uniwill remain in place, as
versities across America.
will the practice of recyThe official registration
cling.
Web site states that the
"The
competition
purpose of the competition
helps give (students) a
is "to increase student awareness of
goal to get them started, but I hope
campus recycling and waste minithey keep going after it's over," Jermization." The competition begins
ry Brooks who works with recycling
on Jan.27.
will be one Conservation Director said.
"This is definitely a large scale (CD) who will be the "real backbone
"This really is to raise awareproject in that it will impact virtual- for making it happen" according to ness," Pruitt said of RecycleMaly every student on campus," Harr Pruitt.
nia!, describing the competition as
said.
CDs will be responsible to visit a stepping stone to establishing a
"You need slow and steady each of their sponsored floors dur- full-blown recycling community at
growth to build the infrastructure ing the 10-week competition of Re- Liberty.
necessary," Pruitt said.
cycleMania!, coordinate between
"We need to bring this to the
Establishing collection meth- CFCA officers and CAs, and per- forefront of our students' attenods for recycled materials from the form various administrative tasks. tion," Pruitt said.
residence halls is one of the largest CDs are required to officially join
Offices or students wanting a
obstacles and to help Pruitt decided CFCA and will receive Christian collection box for white or colored
to adapt UVa's use of Conservation and Community Service (CSER) paper can request them through
credit for their work. CDs play a recycling@liberty.edu.
Advocates (CAs) for Liberty.
Further
"Recycling is very labor intensive "vital role" Pruitt believes because questions regarding CFCA or Reand we need individuals to take per- they will also be addressing one hall cyclemania! should also be sent to
meeting a week throughout the 10- that address.
sonal initiative," Pruitt said.
week
period.
Following the plan that Pruitt
Contact Jennifer Schmidt at
has designed, cardboard boxes will
"They will give a presentation
jschmidt@liberty.edu.
be given to each hall and students and carry a message of why we are
can place white scrap paper in the doing this from a Christian perspecASST. NEWS EDITOR

"We are actively investigating," Detective Sasser said.
"It takes time to methodically
work through leads...I would say
we have more than 20 leads,"
Gregory said.
•.
Police do not know if the attacker is a student at Liberty, but
Gregory estimates that he is in
his early 20s.
The attack occurred around
5:45 p.m., yet students received
first word of the incident after
8:45 p.m. when an urgent safety
warning was e-mailed to stu^dents.
Resident Assistants were also
e-mailed and told to announce
the warning in hall meetings at
10 p.m.
A composite sketch of the
suspect was released the day following the attack on Wednesday
afternoon, Nov. 28, by LUPD,
who received the sketch from
Virginia State Police experts.
The story and composite
sketch of the suspect will be running on "Crime Stoppers" Tuesday, Dec. 4, on WSET.
Any information regarding
the attack or students who saw
anything out of the ordinary in
DeMoss on Tuesday evening
should contact LUPD at (434)
582-7641.
Students are being encouraged to exercise caution and to
not travel alone at night.
Lynchburg police have been
patrolling throughout campus
since the attack in addition to
regular LUPD patrols. Any students wanting an escort can request a ride by calling (434) 5827641.
":

Tips & Trivia
about your
trash
We Want YOU!
• Volunteer to be a Conservation Advocate (CA) on
your dorm

I

• Earn CSER credit as a Conservation Director (commuters may apply!)
• Join the Care for Creation
Association (CFCA)
• E-mail recycle@liberty.edu
to sign up for any positions
• RECYCLE and put your; •:
white paper in the box
• Develop a stewardship
mindset towards all of God's
creation

Did You Know
• Liberty collected 14 million pieces of recyclable
paper last year
• The average person produces 5 pounds of trash per
day
• Fifty percent of residence
hall waste is recyclable
material, according to some
estimates

n n In I A n
"^ o w man ^ °' D s e r v e ^ r i s t ' s birthday! How few, his precepts! 0! 'tis
U U 1 1 1 1 U I I . easier to keep Holidays than Commandments.."
Benjamin Franklin

History in
Grassley's investigation of leaders misspending
leaves an eerie Reminder of Jonestown
By Jen Slothower
COPY EDITOR

Wfhen I started watching a documentary on SportsCenter over
Thanksgiving break, I was not expecting a dark story of tragedy. I
thought that what I would see in
.the story of a young basketball
player would be something upbeat
-.perhaps how he was changing the
world. Instead, I saw how one of the
few survivors of a 913-person massacre was just beginning to live.
The documentary was about the
grandson of the Rev. Jim Jones,
an American minister who began a
cult called the People's Temple. He
eventually persuaded his followers
to join him in Guyana, South America, where they joined hands to rip
away the jungle and construct Jonestown, a place where they could
have the same beliefs and live together. By the time Jones arrived
in his new home, however, he had
slipped from being a charismatic
minister to a drug-heavy, paranoid
controller.
Jim Jones, Jr., the adopted son of
Rev. Jones, and some of his friends
had taken up basketball as a form
of rebellion and escape. As Rev.
Jones' commands echoed from the
loudspeakers across the newly-constructed town headed for its own
demise, the boys played. They had
left .Jonestown by the fateful day of
Nov. 18, 1978, because they were
playing in a tournament in a nearby
city.
At the same time, however, unrest
had begun in the United States over
fears that bad things were happening in Jonestown. Amidst reports
that people were being held against

their will, Sen. Leo Ryan flew south
to investigate. In a blur of events,
the senator and his companions
ended up being shot and Rev. Jones
convinced his entire town to drink
a cyanide-laden beverage. He said
they would have to die lest others
chose to kill them who would not
understand how they lived.
I cringed when watching the documentary. I can explain to friends
and acquaintances that I am not
that kind of Christian until I am
blue in the face, but an unbelieving
world has its own requirements for
Christians, and events such as this
are extremely confusing. How can
they know what the difference is
between Rev. Jones and other believers?
Although such tragedies are not
commonplace, charismatic Christian leaders continue to cause other
problems that cloud the testimony
of Christ. A Nov. 26 Time article
examined the efforts of Rep. Sen.
Chuck Grassley, who as a ranking
member for the Senate Committee
on Finance is beginning to examine
the financial living styles of many
prominent ministry leaders.
The leaders that promote character and biblical living are now being
examined as to whether their lives
match their message. Expensive
clothing tastes, frequent vacations
and other excessive spending on
the ministry's tab have all been part
of the investigation focus. Unfortunately, this is not the first time such
problems have been present in the
religious realm.
While these ministry leaders
promise a prosperous life in return
for money, "many Christians find
(this thinking) theologically and

ethically perverse," according to
Time.
Grassley has not condemned the
way the ministries spend the money but has instead probed into the
leaders' personal use of the cash.
Many ministries have a tax-exempt
status, which can be a clever cloak
for free spending.
The main concern with investigating is that once the law clamps
down on some, it may affect all
- even those who have been living with integrity. For every freespending minister, there are many
small town pastors who can barely
stay afloat, even with tax exemptions.
I find it a great shame that the
church cannot clean up its. own
mess and punish those who dirty
the name of Christ and confuse
unbelievers. For those who are living lives of integrity and character,
I am grateful, but I hope that now
since Grassley has entered the picture, the exemplary Christians will
use their efforts to aid the justice of
other ministry leaders. Although
Christians have not been able to
solve the problem from within, they

Candy Canes and Coal
A collection of gifts and grief from 2007,
by Will Mayer, Opinion Editor

can still help those who are creating
change from without.
Grassley may end up doing the
Christian sphere a world of good.
My mind cannot help but make the
connection between this case and
the one in Jonestown where a senator's aid was refused - a situation
that ended with a bullet-riddled
plane and a huge plot of land covered by dead bodies.
Whereas I do not suggest that the
character of those involved in this
current situation will recreate such
a tragedy as the Jonestown massacre, I can imagine the Christian
realm responding incorrectly, albeit on a smaller scale. With Jonestown, those inside the misguided
following did nothing when the
group drifted from the truth,, and
the church outside found it easier
to label the group a cult than to
pursue the people and provide what
they were looking for, inside a godly structure. Although Jim Jones
had many personal problems that
most Christians do not, what was
missing from Jonestown was truth
and godly guidance. These same
things are missing in many Chris-

By Amanda Sullivan

Candy Cane —The Nobel Peace Prize
was awarded this year

Candy Cane — The guy who
developed Facebook was sued

Candy Cane — Millions of American
celebrated a birthday this year

Candy Cane — Breast
Cancer research earns
millions in donations
^

Candy Cane — The bird Flu did not
reach American soil
Candy Cane — Unlike sitcom
writers, baseball players were
not on strike this year

mr^

Candy Cane Chuck Norris
attended political debate

Coal —The engine is made of similar
materials as the bombs dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Coal — It was awarded to
Al Gore

Coal — It is still impossible to
find a computer in the computer
lab during peak hours

Coal — Millions of Americans
are now one year older

Coal — All my clothes look like they
were accidentally bleached

Coal — In the morning you
can still find proof of that
fact on your car windshield

Coal —They were on steroids

Coal He failed to roundhouse kick any
candidates

Please contact Jen Slothower at
jrslothower@liberty.edu.

A new kind of
Christmas controversy
ASST. OPINION EDITOR

Candy Cane — Mercedes
developed a car that has a
byproduct of only water

tian ministries today. What was
there instead was feeling, emotion
and a desire for prosperity. Good
intentions ran amuck.
The huge pot that held the cyanide mix still sits in the overgrown
remains of Jonestown, now a mess
of a village covered in weeds. The
effects of the tragedy still reach
America, however, which continues
to see religion or Christianity as a
collection of misled movements
and inconsistent lives.
The world may not desire perfection. They may only want someone
genuine. To further promote the
truth of Christ, however, I suggest
that those who are living consistently make themselves known. A
senator who cares about finances
should be the minority in this investigation. The majority should
be Christians who care about truth,
looking to show a watching America that there is much more to this
life than outlandish events resulting from misled men using religion
as a tool.

Every year, the Christmas season is accompanied by a barrage
of cynics who attempt to defame
the holiday that honors the birth of
the Lord Jesus. For the past several
years, the Christmas controversy
has centered around many department stores opting to remove the
words "Merry Christmas" from
their decor. However, I believe the
biggest "Christmas controversy"
comes from within the hearts of
Christians who fight for the right
to say "Merry Christmas" but then
proceed to forget the true meaning
of the holiday.
Christians are lost in the world
of Christmas commercialism and
consumerism. Recently, I have noticed that the decision of what gift
to buy for which person has taken
precedence over the purpose of the
holiday. Getting lost in the commercialism of Christmas is not hard
to accomplish with the holiday season being the most advertised of
the year.
Do not misunderstand; I think
that Christmas should be celebrated
to the fullest with lights, trees, tinsel and other traditions that make
the holiday special. However, the
problem occurs when the holiday
buzz overshadows the meaning of
Christmas, and shopping and decorating become more important that
celebrating the birth of Christ.
My family celebrates Christmas in
a big way. Decorating, baking and

present shopping play a big part in
the holiday season, but my parents
were always careful to make clear
the reason as to why we celebrate
Christmas with such lavish style.
The celebration was never about
gifts or decorations; it was about
family and the birth of Christ. The
decorations were a form of celebration.
Every year on Christmas Eve my
dad would gather us around the
fireplace, make hot chocolate and
light candles, regardless of the Texas heat.
My family would begin the yearly
tradition with the reading of the
Christmas story - each person
reading a portion of the Scripture.
At the end of the night, my father
would remind my siblings and I
that the reason we celebrate Christmas is because of the birth of Christ.
Furthermore, he would tell us the
reason we give each other presents
on Christmas morning was because
God gave his son, Jesus, as a gift to
us.
Jesus is the greatest gift, and His
birth should be celebrated in grand
form. The purpose of Christmas is
not the sparkle of lights or the smell
of the evergreen Christmas tree; it
is about Christ. Therefore, it would
be wise to remember that - as cliche as it sounds - Jesus is the reason for the season.

Please contact Amanda Sullivan at
amsullivan3@liberty.edu.
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'Strike! Shutdown! Hollywood's a union town!'
By Stephen Nelson
OPINION WRITER

The Writer's Guild of America (WGA)
strike that began almost a month ago has
lulled the giant locomotive that is the
entertainment industry to a lumbering
halt. The stake is between the WGA, a
labor union for television, radio and film
writers, and the Alliance of Motion Pic' ture and Television Producers (AMPTP).
The public conception is that the strike
is simply over more money, and in a certain way it is, but it may be less about
money and more about writer's rights.
If the strike continues, not only will a
billion-dollar industry be affected, but
millions of viewers at home will also be
feeling the sting of the strike.
The issues of the strike focus on DVD
sales and works being presented through
other "new-media technologies." Currently WGA members receive .03 percent from residuals on DVD sales. That
percentage was put in place nearly 20
years ago with the emergence of VHS
tapes. According to a 2004 New York
Times report, the DVD sales and rental
markets produced $4.8 billion, whereas
the box office produced less than one
half of that figure at $1.78 billion. WGA

members want the formula updated so
that they receive percentages of total sales
similar to past percentages.
The second issue is receiving residuals for works of members that are being
downloaded, streamed and shown through
"on-demand" cable services. In a sense,
the strike is over money, but the writers
are not picketing simply because they want
more pocket change — they are picketing
because they feel they deserve it. Writers
write to earn a living, and currently they
believe that they are not being compensated fully for the work they are producing.
Representation in the WGA is divided up
into East (WGAE) and West (WGAW) divisions. According to the WGAW's Web site,
the WGAW's primary duty is to represent
"members in negotiations with film and
television producers to ensure the rights of
screen, television and new-media writers."
After a contract is secured for the writer,
the WGA's job is to make sure it is followed
through.
The WGAE has similar standpoints. They
also say that if there was not a writer's
guild, then there "no standards of payment for work performed; no residuals
for further use of your creative contributions," and, among other things, no fair
and rightful credit of work. The opposite

warring faction, the AMPTP, is an organization that "negotiates 80 industry-wide
collective bargaining agreements on behalf
of over 350 motion picture and television
producers." Basically, the war is between
the producers and the writers.
For viewers at home, the strike means
that their favorite shows may be coming to
an early end this season. Without stories
there is no plot, and without a plot there
is no television show or film. Some production crews did not anticipate the strike,
and do not have much material with which
to work. Fox's "24" has been delayed and
both NBC's "Heroes" and "Scrubs" could
both be having early season finales. Studio
execs may befillingprimetime with reruns
or an overrun of reality shows.
The length of the strike depends on what
comprises writers and executives are willing, or unwilling, to make. According to
USA Today, negotiations were scheduled
to resume Monday, Nov. 26. The last WGA
strike occurred in 1988 and lasted for 22
weeks. Hopefully, the current strike will
not last as long, or the fate of couch potatoes everywhere may be in question.

Please contact Stepehn Nelson at
snelson2@liberty.edu.
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MySpace advertising: Personalization vs. privacy
By Claire Melsi
OPINION WRITER

Recently, MySpace users are noticing a rapidly increasing amount
of personally tailored advertisements on their home pages. According to the Digital Daily Web
site, the change can be attributed to
newly developed, hyper-targeting
which allows small businesses to
access MySpace users' demographics in order to create customized
advertisements. MySpace already
contains 100 user-interest categories available to select companies
and is quickly expanding, the site
explains. In a day and age where
basically everything is simplified

for ease and convenience, demographic gathering is no exception.
Many struggle to stay afloat as the
wave of technological advancement
and fast-changing methods crash
down upon the present day with
driving force. By embracing the
innovative and beneficial change
of hyper-targeting, MySpace will
make life easier not only for advertisers, but for users as well.
According to Michael Barrett,
Chief Revenue Officer for Fox Interactive Media, in a MySpace press
release from Nov. 5 "(MySpace's)
mission with hyper-targeting by
MySpace was to build an ad platform that translates our massive
amounts of self-expressed user

data into highly-targeted, interestbased segments, enabling us to better serve the exact right ad to the
right person at the right time. We
far exceeded our initial goals in increasing campaign performance for
our clients - in some cases tripling
the performance over comparable
campaigns."
Obviously, creative advertisements benefit corporations. Marketing is much easier when it no
longer takes intensive research. Instead of spending months and years
getting to know potential customers, advertisers are able to access
demographics and preferences at
the click of a mouse. Information
gathering is easy when material is

willingly offered up by those who
accept the terms and conditions of
the networking site.
Many are concerned with privacy
and intrusive practices, but those
individuals are free not to use the
site if they wish. Although keeping personal information private
has become more difficult in recent
years, the trend of personalization has begun, and it is not likely
that sites like MySpace will step
backward. Users maintain control
by choosing the amount and type
of personal information being released into the infinite void that is
the World Wide Web.
By studying the demographics
of individual MySpace users, ad-

vertisers are capable of catering to
an audience with little effort. With
catering comes convenience, and
with convenience often comes satisfaction, which makes for both
a happy customer and contented
businesses.
For now, hyper-targeting on
community Web Sites will be beneficial to all parties involved. The
advertisements make just one more
thing a little bit easier and, after
all, isn't that what most people are
looking for? Those who are not have
the choice not to join. So, everyone
wins— at least for now.
Please contact Claire Melsi at
cvmelsi@liberty.edu.
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t. Brown's Beatdown

BRANT TOLSMA, 62
The story behind one of
Liberty University's most
*•* decorated coaches.

Is ESPN insensitive? Sports Editor Eric Brown
looks back at the life of the late Sean Taylor
and what the media did to belittle his name.

^ • B Flames triumph over Longwood, Niagara
By Jeffrey Scott
SPORTS REPORTER

On Tuesday the Flames looked to deliver
some home cooking against the Lancers of
Longwood University. Coming in at 2-4, the
Flames shot out of the gates at the Vines Center thanks to the strong play of senior Alex
McLean.
McLean scored nine points in the first four
minutes of action, putting the Flames ahead
14-2. Junior Anthony Smith put in early work
as well, scoring 11 consecutive Liberty points
with 11:06 remaining in the half. Longwood,
however, cut the lead to nine on a free throw
from Ryan Bogan. Liberty then exploded for a
12-2 run, scoring high percentage buckets and
stellar defense. The score at the end of the half
was 46-27.
The Flames got their biggest lead of the
game, 35 points, with a three by snapshooting sophomore Kyle Ohman, putting them up
85-50. The Flames controlled the rest of the
game, and McLean never let up his offensive
onslaught en route to a 91-67 victory.
McLean finished with his third doubledouble of the year, scoring 33 points and grab-

bing 11 boards, coming short of his career high
of 40 points versus VMI last year. Smith tied
a career high with 23 points, and his seven
made three-pointers tied the record held by
former Flame guard Larry Blair. He also tallied his 700th career point.
Ohman posted 11 points off the bench, and
senior guard TeeJay Bannister handed out 11
assists. Longwood's high scorer was Billy Robinson Jr., who had 18 points and pulled down
nine rebounds.
Liberty shot a scorching 60.7 percent in the
second half and shot 57.9 percent for the game.
The Liberty defense held the Lancers to 40.7
percent shooting.
Four days later the Niagara Purple Eagles
visited the Vines Center, recreating the game
played in last season's ESPNU's BracketBuster
series.
The Purple Eagles, a 2007 NCAA Tournament team and defending Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference Champions, could not
stop Smith's hot shooting as the junior sank a
three-point basket with 23 seconds left to propel Liberty to an 86-81 victory.
Please see MEN'S BASKETBALL, B3

Lady Flames improve to 6-1 with ioo
29 victory over Southern Virginia
By Jessica Carniol
SPORTS REPORTER

LKS SCHWISR

LEAVING A TIP— Senior Rell Porter puts the finishing touches on a basket during Liberty's 91 - 67 victory over Longwood. The Flames conduded their week of wins by defeating Niagra 86-81. Liberty now stands at 4-4 on the season.

The Liberty University women's basketball team is off to another great start this
season. Over Thanksgiving break, the Lady
Flames played in the National City Xavier
Invitational Tournament, and with another
victory over Southern Virginia on Friday
night, the Lady Flames have posted a 6-1
start.
1
In their first game of the tournament, the
Lady Flames easily defeated McNeese State
92-52. The Lady Flames faced a tougher
challenge in their second game against
Houston, which they defeated 70-61. The
final game was against the Xavier University Lady Musketeers. Liberty was behind
for most of the game, but Megan Frazee led
the team's efforts in thefinalfiveminutes to
come from behind and defeat Xavier 61-56.
The Lady Flames won the tournament,
and standout players juniors Moriah and
Megan Frazee were named to the All-Tournament Team, with Megan Frazee winning
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Most Valuable Player honors.
After the tournament, Head Coach Carey
Green said, "It's obvious we were thrilled
to take a step forward. I'm sure Xavier was'.,
dissatisfied. They were expecting to whirl
We were two even-matched teams, but our
depth kept us strong."
On Friday night, the Lady Flames played
their first home game of the season against
the Virginia Union Panthers.
The game began with both teams scoring on every possession until the 17-minute
mark when Liberty kicked off a 16-0 scoring
run against the Panthers. By the 10-minute
mark, all of the Lady Flames starters were
on the bench. At halftime, the Lady Flames
held a 49-15 advantage.
Liberty continued to extend its lead in
the second half. Once again, Green had all
of his usual starters on the bench by the 10minute mark, allowing each eligible player
to play.
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ON THIS PAGE Brant Tolsma

The man, the myth, the legend: Meet Brant Tolsma

•

track himself competing. With long,
slender legs built for running fast
and a body that resembles someone
"Energetic" does not quite capture in his 30s, the 58-year-old Tolsma
the essence of Liberty University's still considers track competitions
longest standing head coach in his hobby. While most his age are
on the couch opening their second
school history.
Going into his 22nd year as the bag of potato chips, Tolsma is leapHead Cross Country and Track and ing over pole vault bars higher than
Field Coach, Brant Tolsma has had a basketball hoop.
an interesting tenure, and he does
As a multiple world champion in
not plan on slowing down anytime the double decathlon, a published
soon.
writer ("The Surrendered ChrisJ : -'Coach Tolsma is just one of those tian Athlete"), a hero to many in
"guys that are knowledgeable in ev- the track community and the most
ery field and incredibly hard work- successful coach in the Big South
ing," said senior Luke Garvey, a for- Conference, Tolsma seems to find
mer athlete under Tolsma. "He's an victory, no matter what lane of life
inspiration to a lot of his athletes." he is in.
"My faith has totally changed my
From a few yards away, Tolsma
looks as if he should be out on the outlook on life and track," Tolsma
stated.
"It
has
given me
EDUCATIONi
the moti> &
RESEARCH
vation
of
r 0 v Nn A rids', is c
knowing
By David Hunt

](JbNTRIBUTING REPORTER

that there is
nothing more
exciting than
doing something for the
Lord. I truly
believe that
nothing is impossible with
God."
As a coach,
Tolsma has
numerous
titles,
from
NCAA District
Coach of the
Year to numerous nominations for Big
South Coach
of the Year.
With well over
60 conference
titles under
his belt, Tolsma has nearly
single-handedly turned
around the
Liberty track
and field programs.
SARAH Srarzzi
"When I first
came here (in 1986) I thought, 'We
have a long way to go,'" Tolsma
said, "It was like taking a step
back in terms of the facilities and
the overall program. There was no
track; the runners had to train on
the dirt."
From those humble beginnings,
Tolsma began to build one of the
university's strongest athletic programs.
"I just thought that there wasn't
a greater place on Earth to build a
track program than Liberty University," Tolsma said with a smile.
"We are the only Division I program
with the unique vision to lift up the
name of the Lord."
Tolsma's continued work has attracted some of the biggest names
in the world of running, most recently Josh McDougal.
McDougal, the 2007 Cross Country National Champion, has enjoyed his time under the tutelage of
Tolsma, saying, "He's a great coach

We are expanding our subject database to
include children & adults who may have the
following conditions:
•

Acne - Moderate to Severe

•

Actinic Keratosis

•

Dry, Itchy Skin

•

Psoriasis

•

Pediatric Constipation

his own athletic success by placing
and an even greater person."
Most students on Liberty's cam- second at the World Double Depus know Tolsma as the "track guy," cathlon Championship in Finland
as the newly built Tolsma Indoor and holding the world record for
Track Facility was named in his the double-decathlon in his age
group, which is* a grueling 20-event
honor.
The facility was a dream for Tols- competition.
ma, and a gift from the late Dr. Jer- "I am very thankful that I can do
ry Falwell that he never expected to these competitions," Tolsma said.
"I never know when my last decathreceive.
"I never even thought an indoor lon will come. It's just something
track would be a possibility here you can't take for granted."
While Tolsma may come off as
at Liberty," Tolsma said. "Dr. Falwell threw it out there one day, and serious and analytical, neither of
it just happened. I still feel a little which he denies, many of his curweird when I turn on the television rent and former athletes laugh
and see a commercial for the Tols- about the notion that he is serious.
ma Indoor Track. It's a real honor, "You never know what you will
get with him," former sprinter Trathough."
vis
Campbell said. "He's unpredictWhen asked about the core to his
able
most of the time, but you can
success, Tolsma makes no hesitaalways
count on the fact that he'll
tion in saying that his faith in the
be
there
for you no matter what. He
Lord has been the key ingredient,
looks
out
for his athletes."
but his family has been a strong in"He's
a
great,
godly guy, but once
fluence. Tolsma has six children.
you
get
to
know
him you realize
"My kids are really plugged into
there
is
a
completely
hilarious side
my ministry here," Tolsma said.
to
him,"
McDougal
says. "When
"We just have Liberty in our blood.
we're
on
away
trips
and
he starts
My wife has also been incredibly
bringing
up
stories
of
when
he was
supportive. She has it hard, as I
our
age,
it
can
get
pretty
funny."
work up to 70 or 80 hours a week,
When asked what word best deand is a very understanding and
fined his personality, Tolsma came
outstanding woman."
Growing up, Tolsma always want- up with two selections: consistent
ed to be a successful athlete but felt and unique.
like he never had the top-notch tal- "Consistent is the word that
ent that the best athletes seem to be would have best described my father," Tolsma said, "but I think it
born with.
"I was never a great high school or describes me as well. People know
college athlete," Tolsma said. "I re- what I am going to do. My athletes
ally started to train hard when I was might view me as unique, however,
in graduate school and I remember because I do have a kind of spontapraying that if God would give me neous side."
The current world record holder
the talent, then I would give him
the glory, but my results were just in the 55-59 age double decathlons,
Brant Tolsma sees a bright horizon
mediocre."
"Years later, when I was coaching for Liberty University in the near
at Campbell University, I was talk- future.
"I see our teams challenging for
ing to the team, and I remembered
my prayer," Tolsma said. "It was at the National Championship within
that moment I realized that God had the next decade," Tolsma says. "As
given me the talent in the form of a for myself, I know I wake up each
team. I believe that is why I ended day wanting to go to work. It's a fun
up coming to Liberty and why God job, and I could not have asked for
gave me such great athletes."
more.
Tolsma did not stop competing at
Contact David Hunt
a high level, however. He won his
first world championship at age 44
at dhunt@liberty.edu.
in the decathlon and has continued
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BEATDOWNS
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Eric Brown

Early this month I watched a hind him and was representing the the privilege of rooting for Taylor.
video on YouTube of a certain free Redskins organization in a positive Nonetheless, I can say that I always
safety in the NFL. The video fea- way.
respected him as a player. I rememtured the player smashing wideAnother figure in sports journal- ber very vividly how he emerged
outs and tackling running backs to ism also found himself caught in a from the first round of the 2004
the tune of "Bad to the Bone." Type moment of insensitivity. Normally, NFL draft before the rest of his Mithat same player's name in the I respect the words that come from ami University teammates. Prior
search today and that particular the mouth of Michael Wilbon. Af- to joining the Washington Redclip will probably not be the first to ter reading some of his comments skins, Taylor was known in college
pop up. Instead, it takes a backseat referring to Taylor just before his as "Meast," for playing on the field
to numerous tribute videos in hon- death, I cannot say I totally agree as if he was half-man, half-beast.
or of this remarkable player.
with him on this subject. Wilbon Upon entering the NFL, he showed
The first time I heard of Sean basically stated that guys like Tay- everyone why he had earned that
Taylor being shot in his South Flor- lor embrace the lifestyle they live nickname from his peers.
ida home, I merely brushed it off. I and refuse to change. When asked if
When I look back at events that
thought to myself, "He was shot in his opinion of Taylor would change took place in Taylor's life I see a
Wilbon said, "no."
the leg. He*ll pull through, right?"
young man who no doubt made
When the facts began
mistakes. I also see
44
to pour in, I soon realized
someone who was trythe situation was far more
ing to overcome those
serious than I had initially
As a Cowboys fan, I never had the privilege things that hindered him
thought. The bullet that
from being successful.
struck Taylor hit a main ar- of rooting for Taylor. Nonetheless, I can say
According to coach Joe
tery in his leg, causing him
Gibbs, Taylor had been
to lose blood and never re- that I always respected him as a player.
attending team chapel
gain consciousness.
services regularly.
-SPORTS EDITOR ERIC BROWN
After overcoming my
No one will ever really
disbelief of the incident, I
know what was going on
made sure to tune in evinside the heart and mind
ery time I saw his face appear on
The journalist's tone soon began of Taylor before the events leading
the television. As I was watching to transform once Taylor was pro- up to his death. While others may
SportsCenter last week, I thought, nounced dead. Two days after his publicly display his transgressions
"ESPN should have a great tribute somewhat insensitive comments, and judge him for his more notorito Taylor."
Wilbon acknowledged a difference ous actions, I will choose to rememOnce again my thoughts proved in Taylor. Although Wilbon stated ber and honor him differently.
me wrong. SportsCenter's segment before Taylor's death that his opinFree safety was not Taylor's only
on Taylor did not honor him much ions would not change, it looks as if title in life. As a teammate of his
at all. Instead it rehashed the mis- they have.
said, Taylor was a father, a brother
takes he had made in his life. The
Unlike ESPN and Wilbon, I will and a friend to many. We as fans
majority of the information ESPN not belittle the deceased by nam- cannot help but remember him for
presented was irrelevant, consider- ing all of his on and off the field the plays he made on the field —
ing the free safety was turning his mistakes. Instead, I will choose to the tackles, the forced fumbles, the
life around.
remember him for the two inter- sacks and the interceptions. Still
In a recent article, Giants tight ceptions he made as a freshman in we must not forget that off the field,
end Jeremy Shockey said he no- the 2002 National Championship. No. 21 impacted others that were
ticed a change in Taylor since the I will also not forget the numbers close to him to a far greater degree.
birth of his daughter last year. His he posted each season he played for
teammates also recognized him as the Redskins.
Contact Eric Brown at
someone who had put the past beeqbrown@liberty.edu.
As a Cowboys fan, I never had

MEN'S BASKETBALL:
j Continued from B1

After a Stanley Hodge three. pointer got things going for Ni" agara, the Flames proceeded to go
I on a 12-0 run, forcing a timeout
from Niagara Head Coach Joe Mihalich. After the timeout, Niagara
cut the Liberty lead to six, but Liberty responded with an 11-3 run.
} The Purple Eagles then went on a
; 13-2 run and tied the game at 29.
; They later got their first lead 31-29
J with three minutes left in the first
'. half. Ohman scored just before the
• break to put the game at 35-35 at
•the half.
; In the second half, Liberty
: grabbed the lead and pushed it to
10 at 49-39 with 16 minutes re. maining. The lead went back and
! forth between the teams until the
Purple Eagles pushed out to a 76; 70 lead with four minutes left to
; play.
Liberty cut the lead to one with
!an innovative play from sopho-

more B.J. Jenkins, who faked a
pass to Ohman and drove into the
lane for the layup, getting fouled
in the process. Jenkins missed the
free throw but cut the lead to 7877- ,
With the lead at 78-77 in Niagara's favor, Jenkins was fouled on
Liberty's next possession by Niagara leading scorer Charron Fisher. The foul, which was his fifth,
forced him out of the game. With
their leading scorer out, the Purple
Eagles struggled to score for the
rest of the game. They came down
the court and missed a layup that
was rebounded by Ohman with 30
seconds left, setting the stage for
Smith's go-ahead three.
On the biggest play of the game,
Bannister handed the ball off to
Smith, who came off a double
screen. He elevated and drilled a
three-pointer from the top of the
key to put Liberty up 80-78.
On the final full play of the game,
Niagara's Tyrone Lewis tried to
score on a layup but was blocked
by Ohman. McLean pulled in the
rebound and sealed the deal for

LliS ScHOFEK

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL:
Ready for James Madison
Continued from B1

Liberty Chancellor Jerry Falwell
Jr. cheered with the' students as
freshman Kittery Maine scored Liberty's 100th point with 20 seconds
left in the game. This was the Lady
Flames first 100-point game since
the 1997-1998 season when the
Lady Flames defeated Cedarville
103-61.
The Lady Flames broke an NCAA
record with 33 assists. Moriah
Frazee, freshman Rachel McLeod
and junior Alexandria Bream each
posted perfect shooting percentages for the night as the Lady Flames
shot a blistering 64.6 percent from
the field, including 11 three-pointers.
After the game, junior Rachel
Hammond said, "It's nice to finally
play at home and look up and see
the people who come game after
game and hear them cheering your
name. We have a dedicated fan base
with many faithful individuals."
The Lady Flames' next game
is against the undefeated James
Madison University (JMU) Dukes,
which owns victories over Wake
Forest and George Washington, in
a basketball doubleheader on Tues-

the Flames. Liberty also shot five
more free throws, including those
of a double technical, called on Mihalich, putting the score at 86-78.
Liberty shot an astounding 71.4
percent in the second half and finished with a 61.7 percent shooting
effort. Niagara shot 42.4 percent
for the game. Jenkins led all scorers with 24 points. Bannister had
16 points and dished out seven assists while Smith and senior Rell
Porter added 14 points apiece.
McLean added 12 points and eight
boards as Liberty evened its record
up at 4-4 on the season. Fisher led
the Purple Eagles with 22 points
and six rebounds.
Liberty wraps up its current
three-game home stand with a
game on Tuesday when Presbyterian visits the Vines Center. Tip-off
is set for 8:15, immediately following the Lady Flames game against
James Madison University.
Contact Jeffrey Scott
atjdscott@liberty.edu.

. day evening. The men's team will
face off against future Big South
member Presbyterian immediately
following the women's game.
Coach Green gave a three-part
strategy to defeating JMU, who is
enjoying a 6-0 start mainly due to
the strong play of 6'2' guard Tamera Young. Young, who was selected
as Preseason Player of the Year in
the Colonial Athletic Association, is
currently averaging 19.3 points and
9.7 rebounds per game.
"First, we must match their intensity and physicality. They are very
physical and aggressive. We cannot
shy away from competition. Secondly, we have to do a tremendous
job rebounding. James Madison
usually out-rebounds their opponents, and we cannot let them control the boards. Finally, we must be
physically positioned on defense,
and keep them out of the post," said
Green.
I
Students are encouraged to come
watch the game tonight (Dec. 4) at
the Vines Center. Tip off will be at 6
p.m. The men's game against Presbyterian is scheduled to tip off at
8:15 p.m.
-i
Contact Jessica Carniol at
jmcarniol@liberty.edu.

Early exit brings volleyball season to an end
game. Cal's Hana Curtura served
for four straight points, however,
and left her team with a 12-7 adThe Lady Flames volleyball team vantage.
The surge was the game's modid what only one other Big South
team has done — win a game in the mentum shifter, and the Golden
NCAA Division I volleyball tourna- Bears took control, winning with
ment. Liberty beat the California a score of 30-20. Freshman Nicki
Golden Bears 30-26 in the second Scripko led the Lady Flames with
game although Cal prevailed three six kills in the opening game.
games to one to win the match in
Cal continued its stride in the secthe opening round of the tourna- ond game, jumping to a small 3-0
ment and put an end to a stellar lead. They held the lead at 12-10
season for the Flames.
until Liberty fired off five straight
The Winthrop Eagles are the only points
After the halfway point, the Goldother Big South team to win a game
in the tournament, last year against en Bears were never able to catch
up with the Lady Flames. Scripko
Northern Iowa.
The Lady Flames held their own finished with six kills in the second
against the Golden Bears through game, one of them closing out the
the beginning stages of the first win. Sophomore Kallie Corbin conBy Anjani Salonen
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tributed with two aces and 14 assists.
Cal responded to the loss in a big
way. The Golden Bears started off
the third game with a five-point advantage.
The Lady Flames caught up to Cal
with the score at 7-5, but it was not
enough to battle with the Pac-10
powerhouses. The No. 10 Golden
Bears won game three easily, with
a score of 30-15. Cal held Liberty
to a .029 hitting percentage in the
contest.
In the fourth and final game, The
Lady Flames and Golden Bears
went point-for-point in the beginning stages until Cal started a
four-point run, putting Liberty in
a 7-4 bind. The Golden Bears led
throughout the linal game, despite

a five-point streak midway through
the match by the Lady Flames. Cal
finished off Liberty in their first national tournament game since 2001
by a score of 30-21.
Scripko finished with 18 kills, a
team best, and also had seven assists and eight digs. Corbin led the
team with 40 assists, two aces and
four digs.
"We were happy to have taken one
game from them. Obviously, we
are not satisfied. We were hoping
to come in and win, but it definitely
felt good to take a game off them,"
Corbin said.
The loss concludes the most exciting season in Lady Flames history, but file team does not expect
to quit now.
Big South Coach of the Year
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Shane Pinder said, "I asked the
kids in the locker room, 'How much
time are you going to take off?' and
they all said none. And that's the
right attitude."
Liberty finishes the season with a
final record of 27-9 and captured its
first Big South Conference crown
since the 2003 season. The Lady
Flames also won the Big South
Tournament for the first time since
the 2001 season. With many players returning and a few highly-touted recruits joining the squad next
season, the Lady Flames will look
to build upon their record-setting
season next fall.
Contact Anjani Salonen at
asalonen@liberty.edu.
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Men's hockey runs record to 13-5 with win over N.C. State
lfbertyt.hamptori*ports#gmall.com
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TWO STICKS ARE BETTER THAN ONE—Sophomore Dave Semenya and
another Flames battle for a loose puck during this weekend's action
with N.C. State. Liberty won by a final score of 6-2.
NICKPOOLH

By Will L u p e r
SPORTS REPORTER

. While most Liberty students
were enjoying vacation or just getting back into the swing of things at
school, the men's hockey team was
hard at work defeating rival Penn
State University then topping N.C.
State in a costly home matchup.
..Liberty University traveled to
face Penn State two weekends ago,
the same team that defeated them
in last year's National Tournament.
Losing the first night by a score of
7-1, the Flames rebounded the following night with a 5-4 overtime
victory.
"That game was a big win for us,"

said Handy. "It was great for the
guys to come out and compete with
a team like Penn State. It was a real
confidence booster."
When the North Carolina State
Wolfpack came into the LaHaye Ice
Center this weekend, the Liberty
University men's hockey team felt
that it would be another easy win.
After all, the Flames have not lost
to the Wolfpack in years. Add in
the fact that Liberty is a Division I
club, and N.C. State is in the lower
Division II, and this made for what
would appear to be a successful
weekend.
However, as coach Kirk Handy
put it, "It was a frustrating game."
Although Liberty defeated N.C.

State 6-2, the team lost three of its
starting lineup to disqualifications
handed out during the game.
"In most games, it's you against
another team," senior Ben Shaw
said. "Tonight it felt like there were
three teams on the ice. We won on
the score sheet, but it hardly feels
like a win."
Playing for the first time at home
since sweeping Davenport University three weeks ago, the Flames
returned to a packed LaHaye Ice
Center.
With the seats full, Shaw said,
"We wanted to give them a show."
When the first period started, it
definitely looked that way. The
Flames got started roughly seven

in the beginning of the third period as Liberty found itself headed
to the penalty box early and often.
At 13:24, on a two-man advantage,
N.C. State scored its first goal on a
deflection that eluded starting goaltender Mike Binnie.
Just a minute and 15 seconds
later, the Pack pulled within three
on another power play goal as Binnie was unable to get a glove on the
puck.
The Flames, dealing with a shortened bench, were able to get one
more goal to put the nail in the coffin. Freshman Adam Kuzmik, who
saw action for the first time this
season, scored his first collegiate
goal when Scott Beech tossed a
puck in the general area of the net
after receiving a pass from Tucker.
Kuzmik hit the puck out of midair
with his stick, and the Flames won
the game with a final score of 6-2.
The penalties, however, cost the
Flames in the long run.
Ahier said, "We really can't play
with our heads sometimes, and it
gets frustrating. I don't know what
you say when that kind of game
happens."
When asked about the undisciplined penalties that will keep three
of the Flames starting lineup out
against the University of Rhode Island next week, Hoefler said, "Well,
I definitely think we played better
at Penn State. When you take that
many penalties, it takes you off
your game. We just have to stay in
it and keep battling."

minutes into the game when sophomore Ryan Hoefler scored on a
third-chance rebound on the power
play. It came after a point shot from
senior Kevin Dykstra was deflected
to junior Josh Ahier, who tossed it
at the net. N.C. State's goalie, Stephen Russel, made two saves before Hoefler stuffed the puck into
the net.
Hoefler would get his second goal
of the night and second in a row
when he came down the left boards,
passed the puck to himself through
a Wolfpack defenseman's legs, and
then backhanded the puck over a
sprawling goaltender.
"I was surprised myself," Hoefler
said, laughing.
A minute and 18 seconds later,
freshman Mike Morrison extended
Liberty's lead to 3-0 when his seemingly harmless shot from the left
circle deflected into the net through
traffic.
The Flames continued the first
period onslaught with one more
goal, when, with just under three
minutes left, Shaw skated in from
the top of the right circle and backhanded the puck into the top left
corner of the net, closing the first
period's scoring and giving Liberty
a 4-0 lead.
The second period saw only one
goal scored as freshman and native
Virginian Josh Tucker tallied his
first goal of the season. With N.C.
State's goalie screened, Tucker took
a shot from the left circle, which
found the back of the net just three
minutes into the period.
The Wolfpack came out and
made the game a little interesting

Contact Will Luper at
wluper@liberty.edu.

Liberty grapplers place third at Spartan Invitational
By Thomas Lourdeau
SPORTS REPORTER

The Liberty wrestling team
earned a third place finish in Saturday's Spartan Invitational, improving on their seventh place finish a
year ago while doubling their team
point total, finishing with 59. The
performance was impressive, especially given that Liberty did not enter wrestlers in the top five weight
classes.
Freshman Colin Lewis won the
i4i-pound weight class title in just
Ibis second event with the team.
-Freshman T.J. Mitchell also made

an appearance in the 133-pound
weight class title bout thanks to
three straight wins. However, he
lost a 5-3 decision, placing second
behind Centenary wrestler Mike
Gummerson.
Sophomore Sean Katz , wrestling
in the 125-pound division, earned a
third placefinishwith a 3-2 tournament record, while freshman Julian Colon also placed third in the
157-pound bracket.
A number of Flames also participated in the Nittany Lion Open held
on the campus of Penn State University on Sunday, Dec. 2. While no
wrestlers placed in the event, Liber-

ty had several wrestlers, including
junior Tim Harner at 141 pounds,
finish with multiple wins and perform well against some of the best
grapplers in the nation.
Junior Zach McCray, who wrestled in the 149-pound weight class,
reached the quarterfinals of his
weight class before being eliminated by eventual champion Bubba
Jenkins of Penn State.
Despite not one wrestler placing
in the top three at the tournament,
the Liberty wrestling team showed
noticeable improvement from last
season.
The Nittany Lion Open is one of

the largest and most prestigious
tournaments on the East Coast,
with nationally-ranked teams such
as Ohio State, Virginia Tech, Rutgers, Michigan State, Lehigh and
Virginia Tech. Penn State is currently ranked No. 6 in the nation.
The Spartan Invitational also
boasts a number of solid programs,
including eventual champion Delaware Valley, the College of New Jersey and Centenary.
The Flames are also scheduled
to participate in the Reno Tournament of Champions in Reno, Nev.
and the Southern Scuffle, hosted by
UNC Greensboro, over Christmas

break before returning to the mats
for the Virginia State Intercollegiates in Charlottesville, Va. on Jan.
5,2008. »
Liberty will continue its season
when it travels to Campellsville, Ky.
for a dual match on Dec. 8 against
the N0.1 ranked NAIA team in the
nation, the Campbellsville Tigers.
The Flames will host their first
home match of the season against
North Carolina State on Jan. 12,
2008, at 7 p.m.
Contact Thomas Lourdeau at
tlourdeau@liberty.edu.

The
<

&

*

,

Dining &
Reception Hall
Wedctinyj cr Mectptio/M
Sneutyuefo «JS cSuuvetaati&i •« .(/u/u<nnil

£)vmtm

4S4.993.247S
AU-KIUSS Waterview

Reception Rooms
Large Canopied Deck
Picturesque Pond
,50 - 5M0 person capacity
10 MiiluUx from l.yiiclihiirn
ou /{owe Kit) Yjiist

^ l

Consumer Sciences

fc^

Presents

Designers' Challenge
Style
•

Coming Soon!

For more information please visit our official
LU FACS website and click on internships

FACS office 592-3682 or email bclair@Uberty.edu

n^n^MMMMMiaHMMMaMiiiMMiiiMiaiilMMMaHHMHHHaHHMMMaHiHMMHa

ON THIS PAGE Indoor Track, Women's Hockey

Indoor track season kicks off
with record-setting performances
nnngni

ONE FORTHE RECORD BOOKS—Junior
Daniel Newell Jr. (pictured) and team
mate senior Brandon Hoskins both
qualified for the IC4A competition, to
be held in March.

THOMAS NEWELL

By Dave Hunt
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

It was bright and sunny outside, but all of the action was happening inside the Tolsma Indoor
Track Center on Friday and Saturday. Four facility records were
surpassed and multiple personal
records were broken at Liberty's
debut track meet of the season.
Other teams competing in the season opener included James Madison, Roanoke College, VMI and
William and Mary.
"It was a great race," senior Jarvis
Jelen said, after finishing with 27
seconds off his personal best in
the five-kilometer race, running
14:22.

Women's hockey returns from
Michigan road trip unblemished

Thefive-kilometercompetition ish in the high jump, which he took
was the highlight of the weekend to a breathtaking 6'io".
as senior Josh McDougal contin- "We did really well I think overued his winning ways by claiming all," junior Jordan McDougal said
yet another first placefinish.Mc- after pacing his older brother
Dougal covered the 3.1-mile dis- through the early laps of the 5K.
tance in 13:45, qualifying himself "The entire men's team showed up
for the Indoor National Champi- to compete."
onships to be held later this winThe Lady Flames also showed
ter.
that they had a little spunk in their
"It wasn't a particularly fast legs in their debut competitions.
race for me," McDougal said afJunior Jaime Watson took first
terwards. "It was a little uncom- in the women's 400-meter dash in
fortable being back on the track 57.1 seconds, the fastest quarterafter running cross country for so mile race by a Liberty woman in
long."
over 15 years.
Sophomore Sam Chelenga, the
Watson also played an imporredshirt Flame hailing from Ke- tant role on the women's 4 x 400
nya, also competed in the race, meter relay team, as senior Charcoming in second in a time of lene Hibbert, freshman Mia Aghaji and. sophomore Chenoa Free13:53While the distance runners man joined her to win the race in
seemed to rule the track, the a quick 3:56.
Aghaji also took second (missthrowers — seniors Jon Hart and
Clendon Henderson in particular ing out only by a half inch) in the
— ruled the turf. Hart won the women's triple jump. Her leap of
weight throw with an astounding 39.5' brought her to third in Lib65'2" toss, breaking the school erty's record books.
Other top performers for the
record and provisionally qualifying himself for the NCAA Indoor women's side included seniors
Track and Field Championships. Carol Jefferson and Rachel ValHenderson also had a success- liere, placing second and third
ful day, placing second in both in the five kilometer race (17:38,
the weight throw and the shot put, 17:42 respectively), freshman Kati
Albright, third in the women's
with heaves of 6o'7" and 59'9".
Also competing well for the mile (4:58) and sophomore Lacey
men's team were junior Phil Lein- Cunningham, second in the shot
eweber, freshman Jeff Ferris and put (40'5").
senior Brandon Hoskins.
"This meet is a preview meet for
Leineweber sprinted to a 49.58 the season, I think," coach Brant
second-place 400-meter time, Tolsma said at the meet. "I think
placing first in a stiffly competitive a lot of the athletes are excited
50-man race. Ferris took second about it, and it will give us a betin the 60-meter hurdles (8.31 sec- ter understanding about where we
onds) and Hoskinsfinishedsecond are at."
in the heptathlon (5,246 points).
With Christmas break giving
Freshman Clarence Powell also the Liberty runners, throwers and
made an emphatic debut for him- jumpers a little chance to rest their
self, setting a triple jump school muscles, they will be back in acrecord in his veryfirstcompetition. tion on Jan. 11 at the Virginia Tech
Powell flew to a remarkable 48'io", Invitational.
grabbing second place. The jump
Contact Dave Hunt at
came just before his first place findhunt@liberty.edu.
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By William Armstrong
SPORTS REPORTER

During this season the Liberty
I>ady Flames hockey team has scored
goals late in games, but when they
played Western Michigan this weekend, that was not the story. The
Flames shutout the Broncos in consecutive games 2-0 and 4-0, scoring
early and often during both games en
route to two more victories.
"We kept to our style, and it was
a win that we needed," Sophomore
Sara Niemi said.
"We didn't know what to expect
at all. We knew we had to play our
style, which is dump and chase, and
not get penalties because of our small
bench."
The Lady Flames baffled the Broncos in game one and took thefirstof
the two game series with freshman
Leanne Niemi in goal.
Liberty opened the scoring in
the first three minutes of play when
freshmen Brooke Harris received a
pass from freshman Kristin Fresclira
and put a wrist shot past the goaltender. In the second period, the Lady
Flames concluded the day's scoring
when Harris scored to put Liberty up
by two.
Repeating the team's early success
from the first game, Liberty scored
four more goals in a 4-0 shutout in
the second game with sophomore
Parti Smith leading the way between
the pipes.
For the second time in as many
games, Frescura opened the scoring
with thefirstof her three goals on the
day, again early in the first period.
Freshman Rhiannon Habibullah assisted on two of Frescura's goals and
senior Kimberly Spangler assisted on
the other. Harris notched the other
goal with an assist from freshman
Aimee Hureau.
Concluding the Western Michigan
series, the Lady Flames travelled further north to take on the Michigan
State Spartans in a two game series.

Liberty's superior offense again got
the upper hand and won both games
with scores of 2-1 and 5-3.
Smith was in the net for another
defensive battle as the Flames took
thefirstgame from the Spartans 2-1.
Freshman Sarah Wilson opened
the games scoring with an unassisted
goal. Both teams battled to a 1-1 tie at
the end of regulation, but it was freshman Andrea Joyce who ended the
game with two minutes remaining in
overtime,firinga shot from the point
and beating the Spartan goalkeeper
top shelf for the game-winning goal.
In the second game, the Spartans
gave the Flames another good fight,
but late third period goals put the
game away for the Lady Flames as
they won with afinalscore of 5-3.
Habibullah made her way onto the
score sheet when she snuck in from
the point and slung the puck from
Frescura past the keeper. Harris continued the scoring with an unassisted
goal. Wilson also added an empty net
goal in the victory.
The score remained tied at three
until thefinalminute of play. Liberty
took the lead for good when Joyce
fed the puck to Harris, whofiredher
shot past the goalie with one minute
remaining to make it 4-3. Wilson's
empty netter secured the win. •'
Frescura enjoyed a spectacular
weekend as she scored three goals
and recorded three assists in the four
victories. Harris scored four goals
and Joyce, who scored the game winning goal in overtime of game one,
also played pivotal roles in the four
victories.
Smith allowed only four goals in
four games to go along with her shutout of Western Michigan.
Liberty, ranked No. 5 in the Americn Collegiate Hockey Association,
plays host to the Maryland Monarchs
in a two game series on Friday, Dec. 7
and Saturday, Dec. 8.
Contact William Armstrong at
wsarmstrong@liberty.edu.
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"Each day comes bearing its gifts. Untie the ribbons."'- Ann Ruth Schabaker

Hit band Jonas Brothers may play a concert at LU
ByJenniThurman
KDITOR-IN-CHIEF

PllcmiPR(lVII)KI)

A SMALL WORLD—The Jonas Brothers have been asked by the Falwells to perform at Liberty in the near future.

Teen sensations the Jonas Brothers may be playing a concert at Liberty in the near future. The three
brothers, Kevin, 20, Joe, 18, and
Nick, 15, are currently on tour with
Miley Cyrus of the popular Disney
Channel television show "Hannah
Montana."
The 54-date Best of Both Worlds
Tour sold out within minutes, presenting a dilemma for Becki Falwell, whose daughter Caroline, 7, is
a huge fan of Miley Cyrus and the
Jonas Brothers.
"I asked Charles Billingsley if he
knew anyone who could get us tickets," Becki said.
Luckily, Billingsley just happened to know Kevin Jonas, the
boys' father, who was a pastor in
New Jersey before he began traveling on tour with his sons. Billingsley was able to obtain six tickets
and backstage passes for the Falwell
family to see the concert in Greens-

Hallmark Channel to premier The Note by
Liberty alumnus and author Angela Hunt
By Natasha Kormanik
. LIFE!.EDITOR

. - Angela Hunt — a wife, mother,
. author and Liberty alumnus — is a
master of writing whose passion is
transcribed onto the pages of her
novels. Her writing will be sparked
to,life in the Hallmark channel
movie "The Note," which will air
on Dec. 8.
Having written over 100 books
in fiction and nonfiction for both
children and adults, Hunt is no
stranger to the writing industry.
Although three of her novels have
been considered for film, including "Unchartered" by Namesake,
"The Elevator" by Beth Grossbard
Productions and "The Note" by
Hallmark, "The Note" was chosen
as this year's Hallmark Christmas
movie.
After graduating from Liberty
with an English degree in 1980,
Hunt officially began her career
in '1983, writing articles for magazines until she published her first
book in 1988, according to her site
AngelaHuntBooks.com. Hunt is
now 1 a best-selling author of the
"The Nativity Story," "The Tale of
Three Trees," "The Debt" and "The
Note," with over 3 million copies
sold worldwide.
In 2006, she completed her
Master of Biblical Studies in Theology degree and is currently living in Florida with her husband
and two mastiffs, one of which was
featured on "Live with Regis and
Kelly" and proclaimed the second
largest dog in America, as stated
on AngelaHuntBooks.com.
For those not familiar with the
novel "The Note," the story is about
a newspaper reporter named Peyton, who will be portrayed by Genie. Francis, formerly of "General
Hospital," in the Hallmark version
of the story. Peyton receives a note
that had washed up on shore after
a horrific and fatal plane crash.
The message on the note is simply
inscribed, "T — I love you. All is
forgiven. Dad." As Peyton searches
for the intended recipient of the
note, she begins a journey that will
reunite lives, spark new beginnings
and possibly even save her column
as well as her career.
in the following interview, Hunt
shares a little about her life, the
new film, what inspires her and
which Christmas movie tops her
list. '
1. When did you first know
yon wanted to write?
Probably when I took out my
first mortgage. Writing was never
a long-held dream; it was a job I
thought 1 could do while my children were small. My husband is a
youth pastor, and 1 knew I'd need
to do something to help pay the
bills; so freelance writing seemed a
good fit. 1 didn't think I was especially talented at it, hut I'd been an

English major, so I knew where the tually airs. My
book club, howcommas should go.
ever, has cho2. Of the books you have sen "The Note"
written, which is your favor- as our read for
the month, s c
ite? Why?
Ah, you can't ask that of a writ- we are planer. Our books are like children, ning to watch
and we're not supposed to have fa- it together on
vorites. Each of them is special in Dec. 10. That
its own way. If pressed, however, will be a lot of
I'd probably say that my favorite fun — a first for
is always the one that just left my all of us!
desk. I'm always giddy with relief
when a project is done and handed 6. Does the
in.
movie follow
the
book's
3. What inspired you to write storyline?
The synopsis
"The Note"?
The idea for "The Note" came to posted at www.
me one morning in my husband's whatwouldyouwrite.com
Sunday school class.
As a friend and I were busy seems pretty
checking in our usual horde of ac- close to the stotive, middle-school students, we ry. The setting
were reflecting over our week as the has been changed, and a couple of
mothers of teenagers. The conver- characters have been tweaked, but
sation shifted to the recent tragedy the gist is still there.
of an Alaska Airlines crash, along
with the rumor we'd heard about a 7. How much of a say did you
woman attempting to share Christ have in the filming of the movwith her fellow passengers as the ie?
plane went down. Alas, we deThe folks have been very kind
cided, the rumor probably wasn't to involve me, but I am happy to
true because the flight attendants sit on the sideline and work on my
would be busy giving emergency next book. I know nothing about
instructions.
filmmaking.
"I know what I'd do if I were on
a crashing plane," I said, reflecting 8. Were you able to visit the set
on the past week with my teens. where they filmed the movie?
"I'd write, 'Dear Kids — I love you.
No, theyfilmedin Canada while
All is forgiven. Mom.'"
I was feverishly working toward a
We laughed — and what began deadline. When I came out of my
as a wry bit of humor suddenly cave, they were practically done.
struck me as profound truth. What
would I write if I had one moment 9. Do you have any ideas in
to share my most profound thought mind for your next book? Have
with my loved ones?
you started on it already?
1 always have a book in progress
And then it occurred to me —
God has written mankind just such and one on the back burner, somea note. Just like the father's in this times two.
stoiy, he loves, he cares and he
mourns when his children leave 10. What are your hobbies and
him out of their lives. He wants us interests?
to know he loves us and has forgivWho has time for hobbies? And
en our neglect of this all-important I am interested in everything, exrelationship.
cept sports. I leave those to my
husband. I will write about ath4. When did you find out letes, however.
about Hallmark wanting to do
a movie on "The Note"? How 11. How did your experience
at LU help propel you into a
did you feel?
I learned about Hallmark's in- writing career?
I do not know that Liberty provolvement this past summer. My
first feeling was wariness. The pelled me into a writing career,
book had been under option for but Dr. Palwell and my profesfive years, and I'd had my share sors gave me a broader vision for
of ups and downs with it. I have the world. I was thinking just the
learned not to get excited until the other day about the folks I went
to school with — I see them now,
credits begin to roll.
popping up all around the world in
5. Will you and your family the most unexpected places, doing
be watching the movie when the work of the ministry. In those
it comes out? Arc you and days of red mud, hotel dorms and
your family excited about this rickety old buses, Liberty was more
than a school — it was a characterwhole event?
My husband and I will watch building experience. 1 feel blessed
a preview version next week, and to have been a part of it.
then we might watch it when it ac-

boro, N.C. on Nov. 25.
Coincidentally, the Jonas Brother's bus driver attended Liberty
University in 1984 with Chancellor Jerry Falwell, Jr. According to
Becki, Jerry spoke with the Jonas
Brothers' father, who said the boys
"would love to play at LU."
"Normally, we only have groups
who play Christian music, but these
guys are all strong Christians who
play pop music," Becki said. "We
are considering it."
Chris Misiano, director of campus programming, is currently
working on scheduling a concert
date at Liberty in the spring or next
fall, according to Falwell Jr.
The Jonas Brothers' self-titled
second album reached number five
on the Billboard Top 200 within a
week of its date. They recently performed their single "S.O.S." at the
American Music Awards and appeared in the Macy's Thanksgiving
Day Parade.
Contact Jenni Thurman at
jthurman@liberty.edu.

TRBC hosts the
Virginia Christmas
Spectacular
By Alex Towers
PHOTO EDITOR

PHOTO PROVIDED

12. Who has most supported
you or been most influential
in your career?
My husband has been the most
supportive — not that he reads or
edits my books, but that he gives
me the freedom to follow the path
the Lord has laid out for me. And
I have an entire circle of fellow
Christian novelist friends who are
a huge influence on my life, my
heart and my writing. We have
truly been iron that sharpens iron
over the last several years.
13. What advice would you
give to students who are aspiring to be writers or authors?
Read and write. Do not set out
to write the great American novel,
just learn to write whatever comes
your way and trust the Lord to do
the leading. Being a writer is like
being a builder — if you learn to
use the tools correctly, you can
build anything, but you have to follow the blueprints if you want to
produce work that sells.
14. And a random question
— if you had to choose, what
would your favorite Christmas movie be?
Except for "The Note," which
will probably become my new favorite, I mould have to say, "It's a
Wonderful Life" with Jimmy Stewart. That movie never grows old!
Hallmark has set up a special
site to promote the movie "The
Note." Just go to WhatWouldYouWrite.com and "leave a note" for
someone special. A fragment of the
' upcoming movie will then become
available for the person to watch.
Check out the Web site, and tell
loved ones to go to the site to look
for their note! Visit AngelaHuntBooks.com for more information
on the author and her novel.
Contact Natasha Kormanik at
nnkormanik(a)liberty.edu.

For more than 36 years, Thomas
Road Baptist Church (TRBC) has
held the tradition of beginning each
Christmas season with the Virginia
Christmas Spectacular, a singing
Christmas tree performance. The
two biggest stars of the show, the
trees, are 40 foot scaffolding structures covered with a latticework of
garland and more than 260,000
lights.
With 125 singers perched like ornaments on each tree, the Celebration choir brings 250 voices together for each of its performances.
With a 5,000-seat sanctuary,
this event has already seen record
crowds of over 35,000, with an expected 40,000 plus by the end of
the season.
Scott Bullman, who directs Liberty's campus ministry teams as
well as the TRBC worship choir, is
responsible for directing the 400
plus member cast and tying in
the details for a masterful performance.
However, all would be lost if it
were not for the help of Linwood
Campbell, who directs the orchestra, and Loretta Wittman and Kathy
Jordan, who are in charge of choreography and costuming, according
toTRBC.org.
Every year, new songs are added
to the collection of old favorites like
the '50s montage containing Jerry's
Drive-In and Macel's Malt Shop
for sets. Two new songs that have
become favorites of the cast are
the "Ragtime Christmas" and "Everything I Wanted for Christmas."
"Ragtime Christmas" features 16
Raggedy Anns performing a choreographed, comical dance set to
music in 1920s style. The song "Everything I Wanted for Christmas"
brings the audience into Christmas
shopping in the 21st century and
features the woes that parents face
while shopping for their kids.
Another new addition this year
in Part III is the opening of the
Christmas nativity with the crucifixion. The nativity is a narration
from the eyes of Cora, a slave said
to be owned by the inn keeper, who
has followed the life of Christ from
his birth in the manger to his death
at the cross. A sinner at the start
comes to salvation in the end.
The Virginia Christmas Spectacular will continue to show from Dec.
7-9- For show times and tickets, call
(434) 239-9281, or go to TRBC.org.
Contact Alex Towers at
atowers@liberty.edu
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Gift ideas for shopping on a student budget
By Miranda Canady
UFF.! REPORTER

With the Christmas season quickly approaching, many students may
be wondering how to save money
when purchasing gifts.
The best tip for shopping on a
student budget is to plan in advance. It is very important to make a
list and budget money beforehand.
Minyanville Financial of Minyanville.com, a Web site dedicated to
giving people financial advice and
information, suggests making a list
of who to shop for and then calculating what is affordable. Doing this
helps prevent impulse buying or
buying things because they are on
sale rather than appealing to the
gift's recipient.
Another great way to save mon-

ey during the holiday season is to
make homemade gifts. Homemade
gifts have been a traditional favorite for years. FamilyFun.com offers
a list of homemade Christmas gifts
ranging from beaded ornaments
to personalized blankets. The Web
site also offers a complete how-to
guide on making the items featured
online.
Junior Lindsay Meyers said,"Last
year, along with a few other friends,
I learned how to knit scarves, which
made great gifts for friends and
family. It was very cheap and easy,
and everyone loved them."
An idea for homemade gifts, for
those who are not so crafty, is to
make "I owe yous" (IOUs). Many
people value quality time, service and kind gestures, especially
around a time of year that is ex-

tremely busy. By making IOUs specific with the person in mind, a perfect gift becomes only paper and a
pen away. For example, IOUs could
be made for a one-hour study session for a friend that needs help in
math, volunteering to clean a roommate's room for room checks or
even a ride for the dormmate who
does not have a car.
Students who are worried about
how to afford gifts for a group of
best friends or roommates might
want to consider engaging in an
activity called Secret Santa. To participate, members must all submit
their names into a hat, allowing
each member to pick the name of
another. Those names are then
kept secret while the participants
spend an allotted amount of time to
get gifts for the participant's name

drawn. A unanimous budget is also cific to the person I am buying for
often set to keep participants from rather than setting an amount that
I have to spend," Rabenhorst said.
overspending.
When the time is up, the partici- * "Usually there are simple gifts that
pants gather together to exchange remind me of people without havgifts, revealing who their "Secret ing to spend too much. Every now
Santa" was. Participating in Secret and then, I also attempt to pull out
Santa allows students to spend my creative side and make a hearttheir money wisely by investing in felt gift. I mean, Christmas is about
one gift, rather than spreading their Jesus, not presents."
money thin for a certain amount of
Although the pressure of gift givsmall gifts.
ing is extremely high in society toEveryone has his or her own ideas day, it is a good idea to take some
and ways of shopping. If everyone time to remember the real reason
implements his or her own tal- for the season. Enjoy time spent
ents, Christmas shopping becomes with friends and family by celebratan easy and enjoyable experience. ing the Savior's birth.
Creative students are encouraged
Minyanville Financial also reto make a gift while students with minds everyone to "not let the presgood budgeting skills are encour- sure of holiday shopping squeeze
aged to shop accordingly.
the joy out of the season."
Senior Kristi Rabenhorst found a
Contact Miranda Canady at
way that works for her.
mwcanady@liberty.edu.
"When I shop for gifts for people,
I try to think of things that are spe-

Kappa Delta Pi internationally recognized
Liberty's Pi Sigma chapter of the
Kappa Delta Pi (KDP) International
Honor Society in Education was selected as one of the top 22 chapters
out of 567 worldwide.
The Achieving Chapter Excellence (ACE) program honors chapters that have strong programs promoting the mission and principles
of KDP.
Liberty representatives, along
with Dr. Michelle Goodwin, accepted Pi Sigma's award on Nov.
1 as part of the opening ceremony
for KDP's Biennial Convocation in
Louisville, Ky.
More information on Pi Sigma
can be found at http://www.liberty.
edu/index.cfm?PID=2873.
Contact Jen Schmidt at
jschmidt@liberty.edu.
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A CHAPTER OF EXCELLENCE — Liberty's Pi Sigma chapter makes the world's top 22.

'Seven Brides for Seven Brothers'
performs for a sold-out audience
By Christie Messer
LIFE! REPORTER

Liberty University's theater was
the place of entertainment this
weekend as the Department of Theatre Arts presented "Seven Brides
for Seven Brothers," based off the
book by Lawrence Kasha and David
Landay. The play is also based off
the MGM film version of the musical as well as the short story, "Sobbin' Women," by Stephen Vincent
Benet. Members of the highly talented cast were able to show off not
only their acting skills but also their
singing talents as well.
The play is about six brothers
who convince their eldest brother
to go into town and retrieve a wife
who will cook and clean for the boys.
The oldest brother, Adam, played
by Jon Kafoure, convinces a young
lady to many him but intentionally
neglects mentioning the other six
ill-mannered boys with whom she
will be sharing a house. Micah Michelle Griswold plays Adam's new
wife, Millie, who learns of Adam's
deception and decides to make the
best of what she has to work with.

The plot twists, as she is able to
train the six boys to be gentlemen,
but not her husband, whom she'
has come to love. In the meantime,
the brothers find six girls at a town
social in whom they are interested,
and a choreographed battle for the
attentioryrf the young ladies breaks
out between the brothers and the
town bachelors. The brothers kidnap the girls in order to court and
then'marry them.
What distinguished this particular play from all the others was the
full orchestra, which accompanied
the performance. According to director Linda Nell-Cooper, this is
the first play at Liberty to perform
with a full orchestra, which was under the direction of Amanda Poch.
The play was viewed by a full audience as Friday's and Saturday's
two performances were sold out.
In the audience was senior Brittney Williams, who decided to attend the play, following her roommate's suggestion.
"Every play I have seen has been
so good," Williams said. "So, I knew
this one would be good, too."
Williams also went to see the play

to support friends of her's who performed. In the end, she was pleased
with her decision to go.
"I loved it," said Williams. "I
thought it was darling."
Prior to the main stage event, the
audience was treated to "The Unexpected Visitor," written by Robert
Sanderson. "The Unexpected Visitor" is set in 1859 Oregon where a
church has lost sight of its priorities. As the church members spend
more time bickering over petty
things, such as choir robes and
potluck dinners, a visitor comes to
remind them what Christmas is all
about. The pre-show is the senior
showcase of Robert Sanderson and
is directed by Desiree Smith.
"Seven Brides for Seven Brothers" will be performed six more
times before the last curtain call.
For more information on dates and
times of performances, and to purchase tickets, call Liberty's Theater
Box Office at (434) 582-2085, or
stop by the office located next to the
theater in the Fine Arts Building.

Domino's Pizza
Student Value Menu only - $7.99
#1 One Large Cheese or 1-Topping Pizza coupon code 9601
#2 One Medium 2-Topping Pizza a a 20oz. Coke coupon code 9602
#3 One small Mopping Pizza a Any Bread Side Item coupon code 9603
#4 Choose any three bread sides coupon code 9604
#5 Two Small Cheese Pizzas coupon code 9605
#6 One X-Large Brooklyn Style Cheese Pizza coupon code 9606
#7 One Small Specialty Pizza coupon code 9607

^fo
ORDER

434-237-7788
5501 Fort Ave
NOW HIKING Part Time Delivery Drivers

By Daulton Abernathy III
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

DRAGON WARS
Starring: Jason Behr and Amanda
Brooks
Type: Action/Drama/Fantasy
Rating: PG-13 for violence
2 out of 5 stars
By Jonathan Galvacky
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

"Dragon Wars" is an Asian
folklore about a legendary giant
serpent that can transform into
an all-powerful dragon, which
can only ascend into heaven by a
young woman's ultimate sacrifice.
The film is just as cheesy as
it sounds. The main character,
Ethan, has a huge medallion
around his neck. He received the
gift as a small child but does not
know what it is for.
Ethan grows up to be a reporter
and discovers the story of a lifetime, which is about his previous
life.
Following his quest, he finds
his past life's former love, Sarah,
who is the key into heaven for the
serpents. Most of the scenes are
of the two of them running away
just seconds before death. This
gets very repetitive after the third
time.
The acting is not as convincing
as the storyline, but the special
effects make up for it. The CGI
(computer generated imagery)
is very impressive in this movie,
making it good for children to
watch if they like big lizards tearing apart cities. Character development is mediocre.
Although the best part of the
film is the CGI effects, more of the
budget should have been used towards the acting. Yes, this is another crazy rendition of Lord of
the Rings, except set in modern
times. Viewers should bring their
children or be ready for an awkward laugh.

Contact Christie Messer at
cbmesser@liberty.edu.

Official Pizza of Liberty Flames Athletics

Sunday - Thursday 10:30am - 1am
Friday & Saturday 10:30am - 2am
Order online www.dominos.com

MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY
Starring: Rowan Atkinson
Type: Comedy/Adventure
Rating: G
2.5 out of 5 stars

Contact Jonathan Galvacky at
jmgalvacky@liberty.edu.

Filled with tons of adventurous
mishaps, "Mr. Bean's Holiday" is
more than just a goofy family film.
For the viewers who desire expensive special effects, an unpredictable plot and logical methods of
travel, this movie is not for them.
Mr. Bean is a goofy and nearly
wordless individual who somehow tends to find his way around
northern Europe in this sightseeing adventure. After winning a
raffle for a vacation to the southern beaches of France, Mr. Bean
makes the trip impossible to accomplish.
His sense of direction and logic
causes him to "misplace" everything he would need for his trip,
including passports, luggage and
money.
The audience is left in a constant gasp as they attempt to "prevent" further mishaps, as Mr. Bean
continues to make things worse
by missing trains, cabs, tickets
and even his handy video camera,
which is to blame for most of his
distractions. Although trying to
film each event step-by-step can
cause anybody to lose focus, it is
generally interesting to watch on
screen.
I found many kids enjoyed the
random mishaps of Mr. Bean, as
that kind of "goofy" humor is not
aimed towards adults. The film offers unique sights of France, and
has a great soundtrack.
Any Christian can view this film
without any question or debate,
being that the humor is clean and
the plot family-based. "Mr. Bean's
Holiday" is not specifically a "deliberate" comedy, as some of the
scenes were over the top when it
came to Mr. Bean interacting with
other people.
Any real-life person would be
freaked out, and as long as a "Mr.
Bean" character is not near my
kids, his life would remain painless.
Contact Daulton Abernathy at
dabernathy@liberty.edu.
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Take a break from your study break!!!!
Come to Careerakulooza:

- GAMES
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December 6
From 1-3 p.m. at the Schilling Center

LIBERTY BIG SOUTH CHAMPIONS

FOOTBALL
KING OF THE CONFERENCE - In a season of attendance records, high-octane offense and defensive intensity, the Liberty
Flames football team won its first ever Big
South Championship. The 8-3 Flames were
undefeated in conference action, defeating Gardner-Webb in the season finale to
secure the title. With thousands of fans
showing support, Liberty went 6-0 at Williams Stadium. Twenty-two players earned
all-conference honors and Coach Danny
Rocco's achievements earned him his second straight Big South Conference Coach of
the Year award.

VOLLEYBALL
ONE FATAL SWEEP - Liberty volleyball
captured its first Big South Championship
since 2001 with a 3-0 sweep over defending champion' Winthrop, Liberty's fourth
• Big South title brought the Eagles' five-year
reign as conference champion to a halt. Kallie Corbin, Jessica Nelson and Nicki Scripko were named to the all-tournament team
with Corbin crowned the tournament MVP.
The' Lady Flames end the season with a 27-9
record, the highest win total since becoming
a Division I program.

MEN'S SOCCER
FIFTH TIME'S THE CHARM - With its
fifth appearance in the Big South Championship game, Liberty men's soccer team
captured the title for the first time in school
history. Juniors Joshua Boateng and Cameron Chastain as well as seniors Andrew
Kappler and Justin Willoughby received alltournament honors with Boateng named
the tournament MVP. The No. 2 seeded
Flames defeated No. 4 Radford 2-1 to take
the trophy and secure their first ever automatic bid to the NCAA Men's Soccer Championship, liberty finished the year with a
13-5-2 record.

JOSH MCDOUGAL
NATION K BiiST — Alter running in the
>r the
NCAA Nation al Championships for
fourth straight year, senior Josh McDougal
captured a national title with a 10 kilometer
time of 29 minutes and 22 seconds. Prior
to becoming the national champion, the
12-time Ail-American became the first runner in Big South history to win four straight
conference titles. In early November, McDougal also won his third Southeast Re' gional title. The sensational senior becomes
Liberty's second national champion.

MEN'S CROSS COUNTRY

Msl

GOING THE DISTANCE - The Liberty
men's cross country team capped off its third
straight Big South title with an one, two,
threefinish.The victory gives the Flames its
ninth conference title all-time. Seniors Josh
McDougal and Jarvis Jelen received AllBig South honors along with junior Jordan
McDougal and sophomore Josh Edmonds.
Coach Brant Tolsma took home Big South
Men's and Women's Coach of the Year honors for the second consecutive year.

WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY
LADIES OF LIBERTY - For the second
straight year the lady Flames cross country
team chased down, the Big South Championship. Finishing with a total of 36 points, liberty edged out Coastal Carolina by a threepoint margin. Senior Piper Newby, junior
Kebekah Rickseeker and freshmen Dacia
Bushman and Kati Albright each earned AllBig South honors. Newby also earned a spot
on the Big South All-Academic Team, while
Bushman was named Big South Women's
Freshman of the Year.

TOLSMA
For complete coverage visit LibertyFlames.com BRANT
READ MORE ON B2

