








137
her nisces of &ﬁ%rﬁiﬁﬁfiﬁ thus forming o marriags slliznce
with a French dominated Poritugal. <Catherine was a typiesl
Médici who thought on the grend scsle,

ousen Slizebeth had sisc been advised to support Dom

saténio in an imvasion of Portugsl, "in force end with diij-

gencey o the end that that kingdom may serve 28 2 hervies
between 8p2in ond England, and thaet the King of Bpain may
have war in his own country, with the result thet ths
resources of his country and of the Indies may be l@ﬁ%gﬁxi
Drake was not the first to suggest that the bost defense was
z geod offense, and Bupport for the Frior was linked in ing-
lishing thinki:

¥ 0 & means of sxytracting Bngland from the
conflict in the Hsthevlsnds by kesplng Spanish ferces buay

at homs. Rumors revived of Elizsbeth's possible merriage

to the Duke of Alengeon and Anjou, but she insisted on a
mutual defense pact with France azs pardt of the mervisge COne

trect. Henry ILT baiked. He fevored the merrisge of his

brother to the guesn but not the defense pact., Blizabseth
was more Interested in the French tresby than the Freunch
marriage, and the metter ended there.

Dom Ankdnic had obtained some French wespons in the
mezntime vwhich he sent to his supportars on Tergeirs, telling

them of 2 large srpy belng sssenbled %o relnforee them, Hs

encourgsed his governcr there to repair the defenses and

resist any Spanigh atteck untll help srvived, Hs further
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inptructed his offdgisls o af ¥hilip

confisgate the goods

nd then o hip

iI's supporters and ¢ n in France, alomy with

) A T & P of P , A <, 2 L
ooty taken fresm Spanish shipe passing the ﬁ2$$@%51 A

the
few monthe later the firet contingent of BOU French soldiers

arpived with artiliszy to help strengthen the islsnd’s

defonses. They immedistely constructed mere fortifications

ha islapnd's chanoge of withetending a

sSpanish invasion.

Az early as Februery, 1580, Philip II had asgked Banta

Cruz to prepare & report delimsating the relstive impor
of the Azores. The report isndicsted that the sitrategic loca-

tion of the jelands mede them vitasl to Spain's co

wereisl

and imperial intesrests., The Duke of Alba end Berunsrdlino de

dute on what was taking
madse by the

ioza then brought the kizg wp to

place in the lslends, showing him diagrams

Italian engineer Tiburcio Esp @ of the besches and

i3

defenses.

Taking the islands by force would net be essy. Philip

ordered the escort for the £ 2 strencthened and bemporsrily

get the matter aside while he handied more pressing matters,

2i o 8id Dom

¢ of a large French fleet besing preper

motémio revived the metter. Philip doubked tho wisdum of any
naval underd

aking in the winter since his ships would neces.
garily seil agross 200 miles of open sen. His advisers wers

divided, pows arguing that the longer they delaved the move



i3
aifficult 1% would be to take the islands. If g lerge foreign

gesrison established itself, Spain might not be able to take
the islands at sil.

Those in favor of waiting argued that a8 vinber cime

paign in mid-atlantic would be sulcidel, ealling the king's

sttention to €the poor landing possiblliities on the islsads dus

to sperse beaches surrounded by rogks and ¢liffs. Such an

anderteking would be diffieuvlt wnder ideal conditions. bub ko

empt it in the seascn of storme and high ssss woe ocut of

the question., The French engineers, they ressoned, could o
iittle to improve the Jdefenses anyway. It might even be Lo

Spain's sdventage if the Fremohmen staved thare for a while,

for their large pumbers would overcrowd the islsnds and strain
the svailable food and water suppliss, sven granting that the

Frendh trocps brought some supplies with them. The islanders

weenld soon

grow wasry of the hauwhty Frenchmen, they argued,

and realise how

good they had it before when the Spanigh

Elotes stopping there for supplies had mads then prospsrous,

had left them alone.
Fhilip lesned

toward the lotter view, which wes

rainforeed by other important factors. 7The epidemic that hit
Lisboa hed spread through the coast of indalucis, and from

the staandpoint of shipe and supplies it would be als

zible to incresse the larger ovders already

other projects. The cosstal cities were working on thes
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grestest program of naval ar 14

nt ever undertaken by Spain.
Independent of the thrae meior fieets o the Orient, Fueva

and Tlerra Firme, & wwmm e 1 squedron vag boing oute

fitted under Rui Disz de Mendozs to be bessed at Bente

for the purpose of patrolling the Caribbesn against pirates.

A larger fleet under the commend of Diego Floves de Valdds

was sent o patrol the cosst of Bragll, Argentins, and the
stralt of Magellan. Sgusdrons of galleys stdll patrelled

the Mediterranean, and ot ded the coasts of Galicia

and Portugal. Spain ruled & vest worldwide empire and its
lifeline was the sea. Philip’s se

rv force and spread dmngerously thin. Spain
was overgxtended and had assuwmed international respemsibili-

ties far beyond her rescurces, obligeting Philip to resort to
the ex
and thet included Waplesz and Soeily. In addition o all

lient of embargoing sny vessel found in his ports,

rgeed vessels and new ship construction, he hired

Bels, even the fishing and shrimp flests. The provinces of

=

v of abla-bod

Vizcsys and Guipizoos wers strip sied men for

they were pressed into service ss sesmen, and Spenish come

merce and carrying trade slipped irretirsvebly inte forsigm

h@gﬁﬁﬁiﬁ
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2t Philip's order Sents Cruz mannged to soraps up

four Guipleceen vessels to cerry tws compunies of Spanish

infantry to S8¢ Miguel Isgiend. FRud Diaz de Mendoeze made @
story orossing with this smell foree in Hargh, lﬁﬁgﬁl@ and
Sants Cruz prepared & lerger sguadron o sall o the Azsres
tuns that with

The arrival of Mendoza's foxros w88 20 OODOD-

wisk it 88e Migusl would probebly heve Eallen
to the Freneh foreces in the sres. The lozs of Spein's
foothold in the hzorss would have seriously compronised
Philip's plen 17

4 souedren of French ships srrived in May, ssehing

b take the rest of ¢the fslends.

S Antémis. The four Spane

en of S8o ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ. o

igh vesgels im the bay at Ponte Delgade drew glose to the

fort that commanded the snchorsge for protscticn, and when

. the Spenish shive resisted.

With the support of the coveri

the stiackers BWeY.

killed.

Fpilip II ecent courisr
and Peris demanding tist the respecti
meaning of the continued military preparat
Raliable sourees informed him that these forees wors o be

aders in Londen

ng axplain the
in thelr norts.

used in Dom Antdnie's causs. Soth Blizsbeth and Cetherine
pwrbedly denied any knowledge of precarations

hostile to Philip II, adding that if there were such fopees
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L

they were advenburers agting i ndently of crown suthority
; w . 48 g
and could be punished as copssirg i ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ%@&g Thsae doalale

2l and not wmusuvael for Catherine.

were oowaon for Ellzal
Thoelr statenms ! lnnosent snough 8t the time, bt caused

gifficulty later vwhen Philip ordered Santa Cruz to take them

at thelr word.

Elizsbeth restrained Dreke, Howking, and Froblsher,

a large fleset and army ot Bantes. A regulsy £low of
pondengs passed between Btrezal, Cathe

Harghal Matignon comeerning the hirzing of soldisrs, treng-
port of cannong, gathering of chips, 2nd asguiring of guoe
g%i%@aig

Dom Anténio returned & =

ond time from England in
April, 1582, with zeven English ships recruited te join the

iy

£leat Strogel was sssembling im Yantes.

£rem Brittsny, and the shipe end pilote from Forn
Igland, the final ze

fleot then moved to nearby Bell

point, gnd last minute

zre o few mors shipe joined them

proparations were made for the expedition ¢o the Azores and

Bragil,

gy ag to the gbre

There is considersbie contros

of the French flest. French historians heve presented it os

ter than it probably was, and the Spanisrds present it as

ZE%AWQ‘ e

ful than it probsbly was. It wes 3 collection of



£ &y
143

garious types of vegeels, some of the diffionit to olaseify

o

rtainty, but from 3 tokal of spproxmimately seventy

ghipe on the ove of the batile, probably only ahout thi

¢ considersed first-rate fighting shipe of that epoch.

Unfortunately little is known of the tow

wge ofr charackterig-

tics of most of the French veseels and nothing of the mmber

o Bize of thelyr oo

DO s

A French syewitness to the battle latsr reported that

Stroszi‘s decision to engage the Spanish sguadreon of

by Santa Cruz wes based on his aszsurence of victory bacausa

“the enemy had only a foree of thirtv-one large shins and ocurs

% _
nal This

sonsisted of seventy-thres large and ssall . - .

approximetes the figure that moet Spenish souress suggest.

&

Pernindez Dure nerely says there ware over sinty French ships,

lerge and small. & more recent account by Cembre statses that

the Fronch Fleet vas oo

ty-Live ships of 811

ﬁzﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgV Portyug ng usuelly toke the lover

figwre of Flfity-five vessels. ¥ost sources sgres thmt the

French flest carried about 5,000 soldiers in addition to the

shipe' orews.

Btrozzi sighted the hzores om July 14, 1582, after a

was jolned by 150 seemd
Wrought the defensive forees o about 500 men, though Fremch

pources spealk of over 600 men. After & ricef skirmish neay




