



       


The Loving Teacher


(Paraphrase of I Corinthians 13)





Though I teach with the skill of the finest teachers,


And have not LOVE for my students,


I am become only a clever speaker and charming entertainer.


And though I have much training, so that I feel competent;


But have no LOVE for each student, it is not enough.





And if I spend many hours in lesson preparation


And become tense and nervous with the strain,


But have no LOVE for the problem student, it still is not enough.





The LOVING teacher is very patient, very kind;


Is not shocked when students bring their confidences;


Does not gossip; is not easily discouraged; 


Does not behave in ways that are unworthy,


But is at all times a living example to the students


Of the good life of which we speak.





LOVE never fails, but whether there be materials, 


They shall become obsolete;


Whether there be methods, they shall become outmoded;


Whether there be techniques, they shall be abandoned.





For we know only a little, but when we LOVE them


Then all our methods will become creative,


And our influence will live forever in the lives of our students.





When I was a child, I spoke with immaturity,


My emotions were uncontrolled, and I behaved childishly;


But now that I am an adult, I must face life as it is 


With an acceptance and LOVE for others.





And now abideth skill, understanding, and LOVE, these three;


But the greatest of these is LOVE.
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