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pime to fight was st hand. The matter was neot o be discussed
further,
oaite gide 2 simllar 4z

w wae being acted

On tiw op

out. The Turke had been surpriszed to ses the Christisns so
soon, thinking them to be some Sisteance awsy, 2 ripple of
enthusissm passed through the Turkish flect and & sense of

excitemsnt gripped 211 pashsa, for st first glancs the reports

el o bz borne oubt.

¢hat the allied flest was infericr se

Point Seropha masked parts of the Christian fleet from their

pight, however, and the left wiag and reserve had not yet
come into view., They alse felled st first o recognize the

n apdor for battls

gellessses for what they wers, Ths Obtoms

cooied B2 the allied gallayvs continuved teo stream arcund the
point and into position and the real strength of the Chris-

tian fleet bosenms apparent., 3Ali's v most experienced conme

panders, Pertev and Alugh Ali, advised withirawsl

behind the protection of thelr fortrese guns, Ali Pasha

rejected the ides out of hand, however, &8s cowardly ond dis-

honorable. The voung Pasha seemed daszied by it all, and

the impending clash of arms took on &8n irrvesistible sttrac.

tion of its @wﬁg?

The Christliang, meanwhile, worked feverishly to get

2ll of their units into plage for the coming onslamught, but

despite the shbundance of cannons and muskets the stmosphers

Was one of 2 medieval tournsment, Arms and arw
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in the sun and a multitude of standards and banners wars in
avidence., Don Jusn knseled in prayer on the deck of the Real,
1% zhoard the flagship 4i4 likewise, and ¢he men of the
gntire fleet followed suit, The robed Dominicern, Praneisesn,

Jesult, and Capuchin monks who accompsnied the flset as ¢chap-

laing granted sbsclution to the men and blessed the venture
in the name of Jesus and his Blessad Nother. The esst wind
had died down earlier, obliging the Turks to furl theiy zails
and zdvance more slowly with zars, thus buyving precious tims
for the ailies, It also meant that the zlight west wind
would now hiow the csnanon smoke into the face of the enenmy.
The Christisns considered this 2 good omen and weve greatly
encouraged that God waeg on their side, @s well they might be,
For it was also the feasst day of Ssint Mark, patron of
V@ﬁi@@wg
Don Juean de Cavdong and Sante Crux were st their
regpactive stations now, much te the relief of Don Juan,
Don hlvaro hastened to the Real in 2 small boat to wish Ton
Juen well in the battle, congratulate him for his will to

fight, 2nd to sssure the young prince that this would sursly

by a glovicus dsy for the Holy Lesgus, Don Alvaro appeared

guite elegant in his gold-hued ermor and richly pluned
helmet; he smiled brosdly, reflecting his optimism and con-
fidence, and 1iftad Don Juan's spirits st a tims vhen he most

nzeded asgsurancs. Don Jusn geve Don alvero an shrago and



expressed hie deep gratitude for all that the Merguds had
ﬁ@n@¢§ Banta Cruz then returned €0 his gallsys vhere he
challenged his men to maks the Turks respect Spanish arms,

The two lines of gelleva sfvanced slowly towsed each
other, with the suception of the allied right undsy Andres
porie, and the Ottomen left under 2lugh Ali, bhoth of which
continusd o move obliguely toward the ses. Four of the
gezlleasses were st thelr stations in front of the allied line,
but the two attached to the right wing were trailling behind
that division as 1% continued to withdraw from the rest of
the fleet. Don Juan sent word to Andresz Doriz wvarning the
lattey not o move outk too far, Dut the Genosse fesred that
slugh ALl planned ¢to out-flank the silied right and he
intended Lo mee that ths Algerian wes not successful.

Don Jusn crdersd all galiling ships to withdraw from
the battle ares and ouk of harns ﬁ@gnl@ The opposing Ffleets
had sighted each other shortly after dawn, but it was simost
neon before a shot of challenge was finally fired and
answered; there are conflicting reports as toe which flagshiy
fired the challenge and which responded, The sound of trum-
pets and drums resounded from the Christian flest, answered
by Mood-chilling scrsams and battle cries from the Turks,

The heavy gannons of the four sdvanced galleassses
roared as the Turkish vesseles moved within range, causing

much eonfusion and consternation in the Obbomen renks, 3Some
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of the anewy gallevs veered from thelr place in line ¢o glve
rhe flogting fortresses s wide berth, vwhile okhers hesitsted
and back-watered with their cars; & few dered approsch the
galleasges only to find that thelr zides were too high te
moard sasily from 8 galley, thelir hulls too thick o pene-
trate with light cesonons, &nd the concentrated fire of san-

aon, musket, and srqgusbus that rained down from them too

deedly to resist, The Turkish flagship Zultean was hit at
loast once, Bnd two enemy galleyes were sunk., The meln effsct
of the gellessses, howsver, was to Lreak the shewy lins,
dlsorganize his formmiions, @nd pow confusion, The gellevs

of both fleets began o fire with their bow cannons, but

with thely line broken in four places many of the Otioman
gallays masked the fire of the gellieve bshind them so thai
the Turkish ¢armonade was such less affective then that of
the allies,

The battle of Lepanto zctuslly developsd as tivwes
separabe clashes, the first of vhich ilnvolved the allied left

undler Barbarigo and the onrushing Ottoman

right wing of

Scirces. The Egyptian goverancr immedlistely sent a detach-
ment of light gallays through the shaliow water between Bar.

barige and the coamst in an attempt to turn the Christian left

€lank, lome of these galleyes d4id get through and fell on

the sliled left resy, but Barbarigo knew that if thelr

gelleys could peas thet cloee to shore his could too, and



he turnad to out them off, driving g number of Turkish
galisys onto the b@@@ﬁwii he Christian line was complstely
broken by this maneuver, however, #nd with 8ll sexblance of

order gons the opposing gelleys £ell upon sach other with

S8ante Cruz saw the fight on the laft turn into &

general meleéd and recognized Bragedinoe’s denger st having to

€ight the enemy on three sides. He immediztely sntered the

fray. aiding the Venetisng where thelr plight seew

perate and sssuring that the flanking attempt of the

Turks was ﬁ@%,ﬁuﬂﬁ%%%faiaig

a3 the battlie raged on the laft,
the flagships of ferberigo and Sciroco met head-cn in cleassi-

cal ram-grapple-bosrd tactics, Jenissaries lesped onto the

deck of the Venstian galley. and Barbarige was mortally
which struck him in the face.’? mis

nephew took command and wae killsd minutkss later. Troop

reinforcaments from allied galleys managed to regsin control

of the flagship, however, and afitsr Spenish arguibusiere

2l the deck of Selroco's flagehip with desdly filrs, 508u-

ish and Venetisn infantry boarded thes Ottoman vessel and
captured it sfter a bloody struggle. Soirces was killed in

the fight, thus

both wing comménders lost their lives in

the conflickt. With the ald of Santa Cruz® reserves the

T 3 end when the Alexsndrian flag-

sllied geined the upper hand
ship vielded, wany Turkieh gelleys on the left hroke and flad.



$1

gome headed back toward Iepantoy others bssched their gzileys
anfl escaped on foot,

Heanwhile, one of the most sevage struggles in the
snnals of naval werfere wes taking place in the center., Don

guan had ovdered the roms of hie galleve cut zhort and the

covers on the fore paré of the vessels remoy

wved €0 glve hie
srtillery fres play. Two or three cannons woere kept loaded
end ready for the moment of ramming. At the moment of impsct
the cannons were fired st point-biank range, doing grest
damage and giving a momentary psychologicel advantage,

The two supreme COmma

nders sought sech other out,
recognizsing the opposing flegship by its bamners and insignis,
Zoth the Resl of Don Juan eng the Sulten of All Pashs wers
oversized gelleys and both were menned by the best fighting

men avsilable, Here on the decks of these bwe titane the

issuve would be settled, The Zpanish terecics and the (thomen

Jenisseries would be pltited agsinet each other Ly

thelr young

commanders, wWinner take wll,

Alil singled ocut the Regl and the Zuitan bore dowm

ing it with such foree that the

upon it with grest speed, ra

prow of the Sultan penetrated the forveard section of the Besl

as far as the third rowers bench.'? The heavy Bpanish bow
cannons thundered out at the Zultan as it

approBched, then

ler wan-killing cenncons and arguebuses spraved the

decks of the siversery with shot causing &x
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among the Jenisseries, The fallen men were guickly replaced

grom Turklish gelleys supporting thelr commander, howsver, and

shese gelleya were comms

nded by some of the mogt outstanding

leaders in the Cbttoman $fleat.

The rovael gelley of Don Juar wes likewise surrounded
v the vesgsels of Colonna, Venisro, Reguegsns, and the prine

ceg of Porma and Whine, They too were logked in mortal

t with the lesding Gttomes

conba : galleys as fighting in the

genter of the battles line degenersted into 2 general melséd,

Almost four hundred Spanigh srgushusiersz fired inte the Sulten
from the Resl, and spproxinistely three hundred musheteers and
& hundred archers returned the fire, at point-blank range.

The slaughter was great on both sides., The Spsniards decided
the time had come Lo settle the matter with cold stesl and
rushed cnto the dock of the Sultan. Thovgh momenterily sue-
cesaful thevy were driven beck by the Janigsariss, and s sscond

pttempt to teke the Turks by storm met the same fabs owing

to reossrves put abosrd the Bultan from supporting galleve,

The Turks then moved to the offensive and rushed
gboard the Bezl. The situstion grew critiecel for the sllisd
cause, and Don Juan recelved & slight wound on the anhkie,

Colonne overceme hieg ilmmediste sdversary in ths meantime

end peeling Don Juan's perlil he vamwed the sbterm of the Sultss
with hip papal galley, then zaked the rear deck ares of the

enemy with arguebus fire., The dliversion sucoseded. The



