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Biblical Principle
	Isaiah 1:18-20

Educational Thinkers
· Do you agree or disagree with their statements?
· How would you evaluate their statements from a Biblical worldview?
Make a MEAL of Philosophy
· M___________________________	Comment by Samuel J. Smith: Metaphysics
· E___________________________	Comment by Samuel J. Smith: Epistemology
· A___________________________	Comment by Samuel J. Smith: Axiology
· L___________________________	Comment by Samuel J. Smith: Logic
Sources of Knowledge and Truth:  Rate the ways of knowing by listing them from what you believe to be the most important at the top to the least important at the bottom.
1. ___________________________	Comment by Samuel J. Smith: “Puttin’ on AIRRS.”
Authority
Intuition
Revelation
Reason/Logic
Senses

2. ___________________________

3. ___________________________

4. ___________________________

5. ___________________________
Using Metaphors to Express Your Philosophy

1. “Schools are like…”
2. “Education is similar to…”
3. “Learning could be compared to…”
4. “A teacher is kind of like…”
5. “A school system functions like…”
6. “Students remind me of...” 
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	Philosophy Matrix: A Pre-Writing Activity

	Completing this matrix can serve as a pre-writing activity before beginning your philosophy paper.  Jot down words and phrases that reflect what you believe about each of the following areas.  Try to be consistent, making connections from theoretical ideas to practical instruction.    
· Metaphysics = What is ultimate reality/truth?
· Epistemology = Is it possible to know reality/truth?  If so, how?  How do people learn?
· Axiology = What values should be developed in education?  What ethics should we teach?  What do we want students to appreciate?  
· Learner’s Nature = What is the human condition? What learner factors should be considered in education?  What spiritual, physical, emotional, social, and cultural issues should be taken into account?  
· Teacher’s Role = What is the most effective approach the teacher should take?  What are the multiple roles a teacher assumes?  Explain how teachers should handle the complexity of their roles.  
· Curricular Focus = What content is most important?  If you are a subject area teacher, what is the rationale for teaching your subject? Is there a particular focus you think certain subjects should take?  If so, why? 
· Methodology = What pedagogical strategies are most effective?  Why will you implement these methods?  Make connections here to your core philosophical ideas.  

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
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PHILOSOPHY SURVEY
Dr. Samuel J. Smith
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Rank the answers from MOST like how you would answer to LEAST how you would answer.  Place a “4” beside the answer you prefer the most.  Number the others in descending order until you place a “1” by the answer you would prefer the least.

1.  What gives life meaning?
      ______ A. Wisdom of those who’ve gone before us.
      ______ B.  How well I can solve life’s problems.
      ______ C.  How much I can help myself and others.
      ______ D.  I give life the only meaning it will ever have.

2.  How can I know what is really true?
     _______ A.  Study changeless truth as passed down by others.
     _______ B.  Experience life situations.
     _______ C.  By studying the facts that have been proven to be necessary to know in 
		  order to function well in society.
     _______ D.  Truth is whatever I decide it is.

3.  What do I appreciate as being worthwhile?
     _______ A.  That which has stood the test of time.
     _______ B.  It depends on my interactions and experiences.
     _______ C.  Those things that most naturally show themselves to be the most 
                          functional in our society.
     _______ D.  I will decide as I wish what is worthwhile.

4.  What is the best way to think through situations? 
      _______ A.  Refer to how the great thinkers of the past thought out similar situations.
      _______ B.  Trial and error; keep it until you work it out.
      _______ C.  Look at the evidence and apply it to the situation.
      _______ D.  Search deep within my soul for guidance from within.

5.  What will my role as a teacher be?
      _______ A.  I will serve as a torch to pass on the great truths of all time to my 
                           students.
      _______ B.  I will act as a guide to help students learn what they truly are interested 
                           in learning.
      _______ C.  I will ensure that each child leaves my classroom with the necessary 
                           knowledge to function in tomorrow’s world.
      _______ D.  I will counsel students to appreciate the freedom of making choices in 
                           life.

6.  My teaching approach will most often include…
     _______ A. Exposing students to the best of what life has to offer and challenge them
                         to imitate it.
     _______ B.  Stimulating students to plan and carry out goals in a democratic manner.
     _______ C.  Those methods that have been proven over time and yield the greatest 
                          investment in classroom learning.
     _______ D.  Promoting freedom by creating a learning environment that helps 
                          students understand themselves better.

7.  I view the student as…
     _______ A.  Having come to learn great truths of the universe.
     _______ B.  One who naturally is good and will learn by discovery.
     _______ C.  Is in school to receive basic skills which will be put to use to make him 
                          or her a productive citizen.
     _______ D.  One who will succeed only by realizing how he or she can create 
                          meaning in life.

8.  The content of my lessons will focus on…
     _______ A.  Materials with classic themes that challenge the student to think 
                          rationally. 
     _______ B.  What students find of interest to help them solve problems they will 
                          face in life.  
     _______ C.  Basic skills and abilities to help them be successful.
     _______ D.  Humanities and the arts as illustrations for personal freedom.



Add up your total scores from just all the A’s; then just all the B's, all the C's, and all the D’s. 

A = Perennialism (idealist)
B = Progressivism (pragmatic, constructivist)
C = Essentialism (realist, behaviorist)
D = Existentialism (humanist, postmodernist)

Far from scientific, this activity can help you begin thinking about which formal educational philosophy you most agree with and which ones you oppose.  
 (
Handout and PowerPoint
 available at 
http://works.bepress.com/samuel_smith/
.  
 
LIBERTY UNIVERSIY
 offers M.Ed., Ed.S., and Ed.D. degrees through the Distance Learning Program with minimal residency that can be completed in 1-week summer courses. For further information email 
soe@liberty.edu
, call 1-800-424-9595, or visit our website at 
www.liberty.edu/education
. The School of Education is also seeking qualified faculty with doctoral degrees to teach distance courses.
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