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How to Study

· Characteristics and challenges
  - GT students
  - GT teachers
· Smart or gifted?
· Don’t overlook:

· Females [middle/secondary]

· Energetic males

· Students with disabilities

· Students with behavior problems

· Minority cultures

· Lower SES

· Poor test-takers

· Inquiry-based Instruction: 
Students actively pursue answers to curiosity-based questions

· Explicit teaching of cognitive strategies
 - in context and metacognitively 

· Student-identified problems vs. provided problems

· Honest evaluation and praise

· Biographies and fiction of creative people

· Multiple intelligences, ways to excel in class

· Reward inquiry, reflection, alternative solutions vs. memorization, drill, recall, and content control

· Respond reflectively and less judgmentally

· Compacting Curriculum:
Eliminate 50% of general curriculum for high-ability students with no difference in achievement test scores

· Pre-testing to determine content knowledge/skill

· Accelerated rate of curriculum instruction

· Replacement activities for eliminated material  - free reading, alternative reading, projects, puzzles

· Support teachers to develop replacement activities
 - peer coaches, professional staff, planning time, alternative materials, and funding

· Flexible Grouping:
Grouping for different purposes

· Ability grouping to enhance achievement

· Advanced opportunities – provide support so more students can participate

· Within-class grouping

· Cross-graded grouping

· Pull-out programs for GT

· Cooperative learning – Monitor with caution:
 - student perceptions of unfairness, 
 - free-rider effects, 
 - individual response differences

· Instructional Technology
Benefits limited unless meaningfully related to the curriculum

· Adjust goals for success and keep raising them

· Gifted students are drawn to technology

· Use technology to communicate with others

· Use technology to respond to self-directed inquiry
Subject Applications

· History exploring primary sources
 - 
Provide complex, open-ended problems

 - 
Teach how to detect bias and how to integrate conflicting opinions
· Science in the classroom

· Emphasize experiential, hands-on, problem-solving aspects of science
· Prepare teachers with strong content and skills for exploratory curriculum
· Assess through observation, problem-solving techniques, and product assessments
· Reading/Language Arts instruction
· Inquiry-based interdisciplinary units that integrate language arts
· Complex topics, problems, and issues for reading, discussion, and writing
· Abundant time and incentive for reading/writing
· Literary groups with shared interests for discussion and projects on shared reading
· Process-based grammar/spelling in real context
· Writing: Narrative, expository, poetry, argument, report, and performance
· Activities: Debate, acting, journalism, journals, exploratory reading/research over extended time
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Liberty University offers M.Ed., Ed.S., and Ed.D. degrees through the Distance Learning Program with minimal residency that can be completed in 1-week summer courses.  For further information contact  soe@liberty.edu or 1-800-424-9595 or visit our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.liberty.edu/education" ��www.liberty.edu/education�. The School of Education is also seeking qualified faculty with doctoral degrees to teach distance courses.
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