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I will praise you; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are Your works; and that my soul knows very well. Psalm 139:14
Differentiated Instruction: 
· Teaching that is adapted to take into account the wide range of individual differences and needs of students in any one classroom.  The teacher proactively plans varied approaches to what students learn, how they will learn it, and/or how they can express what they have learned in order to enable each student to learn as much and as effectively as possible.

· Teachers can differentiate the content, process, product
	
	Challenged
	Average
	Gifted

	CONTENT

What
	Three concepts

	All aspects of topic
	In-depth study

	PROCESS

How
	Direct instruction of each step in research process
	Modeling
Independent work

Review and practice
	Minimal instruction with probing questions for independent study

	PRODUCT

Assessment
	Group paper of one page
	Five page paper
	PowerPoint presentation with computer-generated graphics and tables


Tips for Success:

1. Differentiate standards-based instruction – multiple paths to reach the goal.
2. Engage students in setting their own learning goals – they have a stake in their own learning.

3. Build on what students know – assess their individual starting points.
a. Diagnostic assessments

b. Interest inventories

c. Student learning profiles
4. Engage multiple learning styles – opportunities to build on their strengths.

5. Use grouping wisely – help all students contribute..

6. Teach skills for success – reinforce skills that will help all learners.
7. Provide opportunities for student choice – pursue projects of interest and ability level.

8. Vary assessment strategies – use multiple assessments (portfolios and performance).

9. Facilitate success – provide support and classroom management.

Model Thinking Processes
· Ask thoughtful questions related to important concepts [avoid “trivial pursuit” questions]

· Encourage participation
 - wait time
 - respect student responses

· Demonstrate “think aloud” [tell how you found the answer]

· Ask students to support their answers

Sample Instructional Strategies:
1. Tiered assignments – Students are assessed and instructed on essential skills that are provided at different levels of complexity, abstractness, and open-endedness.

2. Compacting – Instruction is adjusted to account for prior student mastery of learning objectives and frees time to be spent in enriched or accelerated learning.

3. Independent studies – Student and teach identify topics of interest to the student, plan a method of investigating, and decide the outcome of the independent study.

4. Interest centers and interest groups – Students choose a topic and/or learning experience so they are interested and motivated.
5. Flexible grouping – Students work as part of many different groups depending on the task or content, allowing students to work with a wide variety of peers and avoiding labels.
6. Learning contracts – An agreement between teacher and student in which the teacher specifies the skills and components, and the student identifies the method of task completion.
7. Choice boards – Organizers that contain a variety of activities that students can choose as they learn a skill or develop a product.
Handout/PowerPoint available at http://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/soe/  [choose Faculty Publications]
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Liberty University offers M.Ed., Ed.S., and Ed.D. degrees through the Distance Learning Program with minimal residency that can be completed in 1-week summer courses.  For further information contact  soe@liberty.edu or 1-800-424-9595 or visit our website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.liberty.edu/education" ��www.liberty.edu/education�. The School of Education is also seeking qualified faculty with doctoral degrees to teach distance courses.








