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Questions from Luke 1:5-38
1.     What is the difference between a Nazarite and a Nazarene?  HW
2.     What prayer had Zechariah been praying before coming to the temple?  ELT
3.     Why did the angel Gabriel rebuke Zachariah for his question and not rebuke Mary for her question?  HW
Questions from Matthew 1:18-25
4.     How did Joseph know Mary was pregnant?  “She was found with child” (Matt. 1:18).  ELT
5.     What did God do for Joseph when he thought of divorcing Mary? (Matt. 1:19).  HW
Questions from Matthew 2:1-12
6.     Who were these wisemen?  It is thought that they were perhaps a group of religious astronomers living in the Mesopotamian area.  ELT
7.     How did they associate the star with Christ? There are several possibilities.  In the fourteenth century, B.C., a prophet from their area named Balaam had spoke of this star (see Numbers 24:17).  They also had the writings of Daniel, who had been prime minister of both Babylon and Persia some six centuries before Christ.  Daniel, of course, wrote much about the second coming.  HW
8.     Why did they come?  These men were doubtless acquainted with the various religions of the East and knew the emptiness of them all. It would seem that they followed this star to find peace and purpose for their lives.  ELT
9.     When did they arrive in Bethlehem?  It was perhaps not until some two years after the angels announced his birth to the shepherds.  He is referred to as “the young child” (Mt. 2:9, 11, 13-14), and is not a tiny babe at this time.  When Herod later attempted to destroy this unknown Babe, he had all children in the Bethlehem area two years and under slain (Matt. 2:16).  HW
10.  How many wisemen came?  There is a little evidence that there were three. On the contrary, some teach the group may have numbered from two to several hundred or more.  Tradition, however, claims that there were but three and that their names were Casper, Melchior, and Balthazar.  ELT
11.  Why did the star, after leading the wisemen to Jerusalem, apparently disappear for a brief time and then reappear, taking them directly to Bethlehem?  HW
12.  What gifts did they offer him?  ELT
a.      They gave him gold, which spoke of his deity.
b.     They gave him frankincense, which spoke of his humanity.
c.     They gave him myrrh, which spoke of his future suffering. 
13.  Was the star a regular one?  The astronomer Kepler said there was a conjunction of the planets Jupiter and Saturn about this time in history.  However, by no stretch of the imagination could a planet or star located thousands of millions of miles from earth function in the precise way this star did as recorded by Matthew:  “The star . . . came and stood over where the young Child was” (Matt. 2:9).  It is not at all unreasonable, however, to suggest that the star was actually a New Testament appearance of that Old Testament Shekinah Glory cloud that led Israel across the desert.  HW
Questions from Luke 2:1-20
14.  Why did Joseph wait until Mary was almost ready to deliver before he attempted the trip to Bethlehem?  ELT
15.  Why didn’t Joseph and Mary stay with relations in Bethlehem?  HW
16.  Why was Jesus born in a stable?  ELT
17.  Why did the angel appear to the Shepherds first?  HW
18.  Why did the angels (sing) praise to God?  ELT
19.  What was the real mystery in the virgin birth – incarnation, and where did it take place?  HW

