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ABSTRACT

A STUDY OF WORSHIP RENEWAL THROUGH THE BLENDED WORSHIP STYLE IN
SMALL CHURCHES

Sun Joo Kim
Liberty University School of Divinity, 2017

Mentor: Dr. Yoojung Lee

The topic of this study is to research and discuss the potential of worship renewal through
blended worship in small churches. Renewal to inspirational worship is a powerful demand from
all churches. This researcher proves whether the researcher’s experience can be applied to the
worship renewal of other small churches in the same way. For this purpose, this study first
provides a Biblical discussion about the concept of praise, the significance and potential capability
of praise in worship, and prepare a theoretical basis by reviewing related books and preceding
research materials. Along with this, this researcher obtains statistical data by selecting the church
that the researcher serves, plus 30 other churches with members fewer than 100 in the neighboring
areas. As a result, this study presents the possibility of worship renewal through blended worship
in small churches, which comprises 80% of all Korean churches, and the potential of a change for

these entities into inspirational worship communities.

Abstract length: 157 words
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SUMMARY
CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
The researcher came to think worship is used for satisfying the pastor’s desire for growth,
instead of pleasing God, which is the essence of worship. This study would deal with theological
and biblical definitions of worship, the historical flow of praise, and its introduction to Korean
churches. In addition, this study will address the definition of a small church, the process of the
formation of small church worship, problems of worship, and the small church worship renewal
through the introduction of blended worship.
A survey approved by the IRB will be conducted with the pastors of small churches
(fewer than 100 members) located in the Daegu-Gyeongbuk region, concerning the impact of
blended worship on worship renewal in the small churches, and data are analyzed, using SPSS 12
Version. Through survey and analysis, an alternative of small church worship will be proposed.
This study will deal with how blended worship was applied to worship renewal in the site of this
researcher’s ministry and what change in worship and growth of the church there was after the

application. Lastly, this study will draw a conclusion.
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CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS AND BIBLICAL UNDERSTANDINGS OF WORSHIP AND PRAISE

The word abad (72y), referring to worship in the Old Testament, means service and
serving, while shachah (iinw) means to surrender, to prostrate oneself, and to adore. The word
latreia (Aatpewn), referring to worship in the New Testament, means service for compensation
and serving God. Proskuvnew (mpockuvém) means fo kiss on one’s hand, t0 prostrate oneself as
a sign of respect, to bow down, and to adore. Leitourgia (Aettovpyia) is used as a meaning of
serving or service. Worship in Christianity is “to attribute the highest value to God.”

The word halal (797), referring to praise in the Old Testament means to praise, to be
pleased, to compliment, to boast, and to praise with a big impression of brightness. In addition,
yada (¥77), brak (px12), and towdah (517in), are words referring to praise to God with a gesture. In
addition, theillah (7%7n) is a form of praise expressed in a song. It means to sing a right song to
Jehovah, to celebrate God with a song, and to boast. Zamar (2»7) was used when praise to God
was played by a musical instrument.

In examining the words meaning praise in the New Testament, the following were found:
ainos (aivog) means to glorify, which is equivalent to yada (v¥77) and halal (7%%) of the Hebrew
words expressing praise, appearing in the Old Testament. Doxa (60&a) is a postposition meaning
glory to and means to attribute glory to God [italicize this last phrase?]. Eulogia (svAoyio) means
to bless, blessed, praised, to pray to God for mercy, and to wish for prosperity.

The ritual of worship was established in the proper form in the process where Moses
received commandments from God and constructed a tabernacle in the Bible. In addition, worship

in the form of praise has appeared since the years of David around 1000 BC. It is noted that, in the
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early church, praise played a very important role; as an example, when Paul and Silas were
imprisoned for healing a possessed female slave in Philippi, they experienced God’s miracle
through the singing of hymns and prayer.

With the Edict of Milan in 313 A.D., people could worship Christ to their hearts’ content
in freedom. At this time, heretical teaching and songs, too, came to church and were sung. Due to
this problem, in 361, the Council of Laodicea made rules against the use of musical instruments
and hymn in worship, and prohibited congregations’ singing in worship. Congregations fell into
the role of bystanders of worship, and the medieval church began a downward trend in this area.

Calvin understood music as a gift to men from God and introduced hymns from Psalms in
worship. Calvin said that if men experience and enjoy spiritual pleasure in fellowship with God
through music that praises Him, His Good Grace will overflow into men.

Most of the songs in the Korean Hymn Book was Gospel songs of the 18th and 19th
century. Movements for worship renewal used the framework of adoration and praise, as seen in
Maranatha Music, born as Jesus Movement in the 1960s; Pentecostal Charismatic Mission in the
1980s; and Vineyard Music in the 1990s. Worshipers with evangelistic faith, who experienced or
were influenced by grace in Jesus music or Vineyard praise, returned to their home churches and
began to hold praise meetings. In South Korea, there were two representative meetings:
YWAM’s Tuesday meetings and Tyrannus Thursday Praise Meeting. Many interdenominational
praise meetings appeared to be influenced by them, and the number of churches organizing and

operating praise teams increased.
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CHAPTER 3
SMALL CHURCH WORSHIP STYLE AND BLENDED WORSHIP

In an analysis of visitors of 400,000 Cyworld mini-homepages (Cyworld is a domestic
online community founded by a team led by KAIST Professor Jeong Ha-ung), the researcher
attained the conclusion that the number of close friends does not vary beyond a certain scope. No
matter how many friends someone may have, a person actually becomes close friends with about
150 persons.

Considering this, a small church is a church with a size in which intimate fellowship is
made among church members, and through which whole, close personal relations can be formed.
A small church has its own characteristics. First, since it is composed of a small-sized community,
fellowship and warmth coexist there. Its defining characteristic is the possibility of biblical
koinonia, where true care can be achieved among fellow believers. Second, a small church
community can easily find problems and cope with them quickly. Third, it can attempt to
introduce and accommaodate rapid change. Fourth, depending on its location, a small church
maintains a certain reputation in its geographic area. Small churches in a city may be distanced
from the communities it tries to serve, but many pastors of rural churches are recognized as the
leaders of society and have an influence. Fifth, the church can help develop various individual
spiritual gifts within the congregation. Sixth, laypeople enjoy intimacy with the pastors.

Concerning Korean churches that received the Gospel from missionaries: the worship
introduced by foreigners followed the form of their own homeland and was introduced into the

background and culture of Korea’s native religion without any special ceremonial preparation. It
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began to settle in the Korean church through revival meetings as missions, allowing people to
experience religion through the Gospel during the worship.

There are various types of services generally held in small churches in Korea. The first
type is a traditional service that follows the model of worship held by the church’s denomination
without adding any modern elements. The second type, seeker’s worship, invites non-believers to
the church and focuses on evangelical preaching. The third, emerging worship, has congregations
become the subjects that participate in the worship, playing a leading role in responding to God,
who is the object of worship. The fourth type, blended worship, combines traditional worship
with modern worship. Lee Yoojung considers blended worship as an alternative for small church
worship because he judges that holding separate modern (preferred by young adults) and
traditional (preferred by older adults) worship services in a small church with members fewer
than 100 persons is a waste of manpower that leads to attrition. Moreover, regardless of the
church’s size, he considers blended worship an alternative form of worship in the Korean church.

Worship renewal is the restoration of the original form of Biblical worship and the
essence of the early church worship enacted by God. Since small churches have the flexibility to
change easily, pastors can promote necessary modifications if they have a clear philosophy
around their goal and direction through which they promote the renewal. If worshipers
concentrate on God, offer truthful praise and adoration, enter His Presence, and experience
meetings with the Lord, the church will experience the grace of growth and experience renewed

worship.
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CHAPTER 4

SURVEY ON THE IMPACT OF BLENDED WORSHIP ON THE WORSHIP
RENEWAL OF SMALL CHURCHES

This study aims to investigate the impact of blended worship on, and find a plan for,
worship renewal through a survey. This study analyzes the result of the introduction of praise and
adoration into the existing traditional worship structure without using the term blended worship.

A total of 30 senior pastors, who pastor a church of less than 100 members in Daegu,
Gyeongsangbuk-do, participated in this study without special distinctions as to the denomination.
In addition, there is no distinction between pastors who planted a church and those who minister
at existing churches. The pastors participating in this study minister in the Daegu-Gyeongbuk
region, and all oversee churches with fewer than 100 members.

The survey was conducted anonymously with consent given by a form for the survey of
about 15 minutes long; This study consisted of 21 questions in total. Questions were multiple
choice with multiple answers allowed. All the data through the survey of this study were
analyzed using version 12 of the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS).

In all the participating churches, about four times more men than women overall took part
in the survey; most were 45 to 60 years old. Of the denominations, Presbyterians were the most
heavily represented. The majority of participants came from churches that were founded 10 to 20
years ago, and averaged 10 to 70 believers over 40 years old who attended Sunday worship.

Among those surveyed, 56% reported efforts for worship renewal by introducing praise
as a priority; 64% of that number responded that the introduction had an impact on worship

renewal, which was significant.

XX



A significant number of participants — 87% — noted that the introduction of blended
worship took between 6 months and 2 years to establish, with a satisfaction rate of 70% among
members of the worshiping congregation, showing that this change is subject to rapid adoption.
This period ended up being the overall average for the preparation for worship conversion.
Participants testified that thorough preparation is needed for worship renewal with which a
significant number of the members are satisfied.

It is usual to encounter obstacles when attempting to convert to blended worship, and
conversion frequently requires prayer, conviction, and persuasion. There was a change of 24% at
6 months, 54% at 1 year, and 13% at 2 years in church members’ acceptance and satisfaction
toward the conversion to blended worship. After the conversion, a plurality of churches saw a
10% increase in the number of followers, followed by 50%, 100%, 14%, and 7% in second, third,
fourth, and fifth place, respectively. That result shows that blended worship, or praise reinforced

in traditional worship structures, has an important impact on the church’s growth, too.

XXi



CHAPTER 5

PRACTICAL EXAMPLES OF CONVERSION TO BLENDED WORSHIP
WITH PRAISE AND ADORATION REINFORCED

When this researcher began his tenure as a pastor in charge of an existing church, the
number of believers that attended that church was about 25. Most had been attending church for
more than 20 years and worshipped in the traditional form. None attended church due to the type
of worship, nor did they obtain any thrill or positive impression of the service because of it.

The church was well-suited for conversion to blended worship; the researcher selected
fellow believers who were interested in playing musical instruments and trained them with the
help of a neighboring church that had already implemented blended worship. The researcher
trained the players both technically and spiritually in parallel. For conversion to worship with
praise reinforced, the researcher carried out prayer services to seek God’s guidance and focused
on creating the appropriate atmosphere. In addition, the researcher and the worship team-in-
training visited — or rather, experienced — other churches that also held blended worship. This
was the preliminary work that the researcher carried out to help others recognize the need of
conversion of the worship form — making them feel the merits of blended worship themselves.

To implement blended worship, the leader of the change should go through the difficult
steps of adjusting the form and order of the existing worship, taking time to persuade the existing
believers. Through persuasion and visits to other churches over the course of a year, the
researcher made worship team members aware of the need of a change and prepared them during
that same time frame to form a coherent praise team. Thus, the church converted to blended

worship.
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Unsurprisingly, a number of significant changes took place. First, there was a change in
the order of worship. Worship that had previously been led by a single leader unilaterally
progressed without a leader. Throughout the worship time, praise flows like water in the
background, and a praise team or worship volunteers stand at the pulpit naturally in an orderly
fashion. Second, in this way, the congregation worshipped in a new style for 1 to 1.5 hours. Third,
members who had been passive worshipers actively participated as those in charge of the worship,
such as praise team members, prayer leaders, and offering collection volunteers, and experienced
a change of being born again as the leaders of the worship. Fourth, congregations’ participation
rate and satisfaction began to increase.

In August 2012, this researcher planted a church, Jejaro Church, with four family
members of the pastor and one young man. He evangelized unbelieving employees at his place of
full-time employment, the E-land Group, completing discipleship training for the employees who
joined church as members and training them as praise team players. One year after establishing
the church, a sustainable praise team was created, and Jejaro Church held blended worship in
earnest. The number of people participating in church worship gradually increased.

This researcher presents as a solution to the traditional worship issue a model of blended
worship for small churches in Korea in both an established church or a newly planted church,
designing worship with reinforced praise, and experiencing the recovery and revival of worship,
accordingly. This model introduces Yoojung Lee’s blended worship form, characteristically
minimizing the artificial intervention or opinion of the leader. Consequently, the congregation
concentrates on God, the object of worship, as much as possible, thus increasing the
congregations’ participation rate and satisfaction with this method, as well as giving them the

ability to introduce the experience to others.
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION

Worship is not that God visits us and provides things we need, but that we come before
the ultimate God, praise and glorify Him, and dedicate the best we can offer to Him. The Bible
consistently testifies that the reason why God the Creator created and saved fallen men was to
have them return praise and glory to Him, making them worshippers who worship Him.

Paul talks about a person filled with the Holy Spirit in his letter to the church at Ephesus
as follows: “...speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord...” (Ephesians 5:19, KJV). Exchanging poetry and
hymns, and singing to the Lord with a united heart can be said to be merits of worship in a small
church. It is certain that, if we can offer praise to God based on spiritual fellowship while
utilizing the merits of Ephesians 5 well in worship, God will receive this praise gladly and pour
amazing grace onto us.

The researcher anticipates a history full of beautiful worshipers in which numerous small
churches and communities experience renewal through blended worship with truthful adoration
and praise reinforced, not bound to the environment, realizing God’s story for the world through

His Presence and continuous communication with Him through worship.
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23E A di7bA] ol 2 A stAY & e
& WF=Yeh" (4l 5:7-10)
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24) AAFE, T (ME vk, 1986), 585.

25) Franklin M. Segler, Teujst 42, | (A& ke, 1995), 97.

26) Ralph P. Martin, "TZtias] ol | (A& 274, 1993), 21.
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