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ABSTRACT

THE INFLUENCE OF THE SOCIAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES OF A CHURCH ON
THE IMAGE AND EVANGELISM OF THE CHURCH: A CASE STUDY OF
MYOUNG-GOK CHURCH IN CHANGWON, KOREA

Sang Young Lee

Liberty University School of Divinity, 2017

Mentor: Dr. Justin Yoojung Lee

This study aims to examine the impact of social service activities of the church on
the image and evangelism of the church in the community, and to find a method of
spreading the Gospel effectively. Various causes for the stagnation of Korean church are
mentioned and discussed, but it is determined that the most fundamental reason is the
dilution of the essence of the church. Thus, this researcher will reveal the appropriateness
of “the doctrine of the local church” by summing up the doctrine of the church appearing in
the flow of history based on the biblical doctrine of the church and by analyzing and
synthesizing the doctrine.

This researcher carried out social service activities from the first year of his
appointment in Myung-gok Church until the present and found that the local residents’
evaluations of the church improved, which helped improve evangelism and led to bearing
fruit for church revival. Consequently, the researcher will investigate the pivotal role of the
church’s social service activities and how they play into the image and evangelism of the
church. The researcher hopes to provide practical help to eager pastors through a social

service activities program and its manual.
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SUMMARY
CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Korean churches experienced great growth in the twentieth century, but began to
decline in the twenty-first century. Several reasons for the decline may be counted, but the
negative prejudice against Christianity and evangelism is one of the main reasons. Korean
churches should put in the effort to reverse the tide, aided by communication with the
residents where each local church is located.

This study aims to examine the impact of the social service activities of the church
on the image and evangelism of the church. As a prerequisite for the study, it is important to
understand accurately the doctrine of the church. It is especially necessary to establish the
doctrine of the local church, particularly with regard to their biblical and theological
stances, and to comprehend the church’s role in the local community. As such, Myung-gok
Churchin Changwon, Korea where the writer serves, is a good case study. The study
examines how Myung-gok Church communicates with the community, what kind of impact
the church has on the community by providing these services, and how the activities of the
church have improved its image and evangelism in the area.

This study pays attention to the relationship between a local church and its
neighboring community. After detailing the efforts and ministries of Myung-gok Church in
this context, the study also suggests next steps for the church. The author hopes to provide a
rationale for positively handling the challenges that Korean churches face in the twenty-

first century.
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CHAPTER 2
CHURCH AND LOCAL CHURCH

The term church is found in the New Testament, but not in the Old Testament. The
Old Testament contains terms such as God’s people, tabernacle, and temple, which points
to the meaning of today’s church. This study discusses the concept of the church, focusing
on three etymologies in the Bible: kahal (2332), edhah (77¥), and ecclesia (ékkAnoia).

Kahal (9:37) refers to the observation of the commandments, rules and regulations
given by God, creation of a worship community, and victory over the nation's crisis with
His justice. Edhah (77v) denotes the supervision of military and politics, specifically the
people of Israel becoming the army of God around the tent of meeting. Ecclesia (§xkAnoia)
signifies as a meeting of worshippers, Christians, who decide to live for Jesus Christ.

Paul understands this church as a union of Christ and believers, an organic union
which can never be separated once combined. The union can also be compared to the
relationship between the head and the body. A union with Christ was possible through His
death on the cross; accordingly, the church is expected to show the one-ness and new-ness
of the union through its defining characteristics and ministry. This is revealed through an
exemplary life, conscious social service, and sacrificial help.

Ever since the church was first established in Jerusalem, it has experienced growth
and decline, crisis and peace, and conflict and reconciliation, and has slowly settled itself.
The early chuch provided services to the local community in ways that fit the age, including
taking care of orphans and widows, the infirm residents of a coal-mining town, and

travelers. In the medieval church period, the church actively participated in social services
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through established structures, like workhouses. In the Reformation period, too, these
services were ceaseless, propelled by the image of good deeds insisted on by Luther.

It is necessary to understand reasons why a local church should unite with its
community. Fulfilling His mission, or spreading the gospel to the local community as
revealed in the Great Commission, is a responsibility given to man, God’s best creation.

This world is under God’s sovereignty, which means that everyone is under God’s
influence. A church should be able to reveal God’s influence in its own area. The influence
is wielded by church’s the good deeds, beyond explicitly sharing the gospel message and
voluteering in specific niches. The writer calls the church that embraces and influences its
area a local community church, which should emody all churches.

A local community church can exert good influence by following several steps.
First, church members should recognize the concept of a local community church. Second,
they should have a clear understanding of their local community through analysis of
practical factors like the number of households, standard of living, and income level of the
area. After the analysis, church members should develop concrete programs that the church
can offer in order to meet the needs of the community. The chuch should execute the plan
for further development of the community, maintaining a positive influence in it.

Prospective Christians are those who would choose Christianity in the future,
though they currently may not subscribe to a faith. They can be drawn into the church if
trust is built between the local church and the community through the church’s continuous
service to the community. The local community church strives to prepare these prospective
Christians for a life of faith, rather than demand immediate decisions for Christ from them.

Myung-gok Church employs this idea of this local community church to spread the gospel.
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CHAPTER 3
STUDY ON THE CHANG-WON REGION

Myung-gok Church, where the researcher serves in ministry, is located in the city of
Changwon in the province of South Gyeongsam (called Gyeongsangnam-do), in the
Myeongseo neighborhood (Myeongseo-do). It should be noted that the city of Changwon is
an important one in Gyeongsangnam-do and has developed as an industrial area
representing the country since the establishment of the Korean government. In particular,
its advantage as a port city allowed domestic companies and a variety of vendors to move
in and thrive. Moreover, the region of Changwon and two additional surrounding cities,
Masan and Jinhae, had a census population of more than 500,000 in 2010, and its GRDP is
the largest of the primary local authorities nationwide. Myeongseo neighborhood, where
the church is located, is a legal district newly established in 1986.

In a radius of one kilometer around the church, there are 5 elementary schools, 4
middle schools, and 3 high schools. In addition, Myeongseo Traditional Market, which
consists of 210 shops and 409 employees and attracts many tourists annually, is located
within 500 meters. Also in proximity to the church is Changwon Bus Terminal, which
provides a convenient commute to many local residents.

Changwon is a planned city, meaning that each industry and neighborhood is
purposefully developed; and industrial, commercial, residential and nature reserve areas are
thoroughly managed. The mix of companies, too, is intentional: various large corporations
(such as Doosan Heavy Industries & Construction, STX, and LG Electronics) and small

businesses cohabit Changwon. In addition, Changwon serves as a military operations area,
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so a number of manufacturers of war supplies are located there, especially around the
Logistics Command arm of the military.

Two-story buildings characterize the area near the church, and there are many multi-
family buildings consisting of anywhere from two to six households, showing that the
number of individual buildings owned is not necessarily correlated with the actual resident
population. The residents run the gamut of newlyweds who are just starting families and
elderly who live alone, lower income households, and multicultural families; in fact, the
demographics of the members of this church are reflective of the surrounding residents.

Fewer than 20% of the Korean population belong to Protestantism (Buddhism won
the faith-based plurality among the populace at about 26%). However, what is significant is
that about 46% of the population counted themselves as atheists and uninterested in
religion, mainly driven by disappointment by religious leaders. This difference in the
figures significantly widened, about 19%, from 1997 to 2014. This result shows that people
want to resolve problems by their own power in their everyday life, rather than through
faith.

In a similar vein, a survey conducted in Gyeongsangnam-do revealed the ratio of
Protestantism to Buddhism to be 1:5. It can be inferred that Protestantism does not leave a
good impression in the area when compared with other religions. In this reality, the church
needs to change the direction of evangelism by improving its image so that people who are

not interested in religion become interested in the church.
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CHAPTER 4
SURVEY OF LOCAL RESIDENTS AND ITS RESULTS

A survey was conducted to understand the image and influence in the community of
Myung-gok Church, where the researcher serves in ministry. Three hundred copies of
questionnaires were randomly distributed to local residents living near Myung-gok Church,
of which 253 were completed and returned within three weks. The researcher analyzed the
results and statistics of this survey. Since the survey was conducted in the daytime on
weekdays, a supermajority of respondents, 87.8%, was female.

First, the survey asked after people’s awareness of Myung-gok Church. To the
question asking what represents Myeongseo-dong, about 71% of all the respondents
responded that it was the Myeongseo Traditional Market, followed by Myung-gok Church,
which garnered 18% of the results. Categorized by age group, people in their 30s and 50s
generally regarded Myeongseo Traditional Market as representative of that neighborhood,
while those in their teens and 20s chose Myung-gok Church. Next, of the institutions and
organizations best known in Myeongseo-dong, 41% of respondents chose the local general
hospital, Fatima Hospital, first, followed by Myung-gok Church at about 24%. Here, too,
the survey found that young people in their teens to 30s that responded that they knew
Myung-gok Church well, presumably because they are more interested in culture and
education than medical facilities.

Furthermore, the survey asked about how much residents knew about and
participated in the programs carried out by the church. About 70% responded, “I am well

aware,” and about 19% responded, “I have heard of that.” In total, at least 90% of those
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surveyed responded affirmatively to this question. When asked if they knew of the
programs carried out by Myung-gok Church, about 61% responded that they knew about
the annual winter event, Festival of Lights, and about 55% of all the respondents
participated in some capacity in it, making it the most popular program from Myung-gok
church and the one through which the church could most easily fill the needs of the
surrounding area.

Next, the survey asked residents what the Myeongseo-dong area needed the most.
The plurality of respondents, about 38%, wished for the expansion of cultural facilities. The
second choice (24%) was for culture spaces for students. Many in their 50s wished for the
former and many in their 20s and 30s wished for the latter, showing that people from all
age groups desire more cultural facilities.

Next, the survey asked about the role the church should play in the community.
About 47% of all the respondents responded that it should play a role in social welfare,
followed by evangelism and mission work (24%). In general, people of both genders and all
ages recognized social welfare as an important function of the church.

Lastly, the survey examined what the respondents wanted out of Myung-gok Church
for the community. The responses were different and more varied than other results on the
same survey. About 17% of those surveyed mentioned that the church should support low-
income households, while 13% advocated for support for the elderly. These answers are
typically representative of the aforementioned characteristics of this neighborhood. There
were other requests, as well, for welfare and care for preschool children and adolescents —

meaning that the church can provide services to meet the needs of all age groups.
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CHAPTER 5

SUGGESTIONS ON THE ROLES OF THE CHURCH TOWARD MAKING
THE DOCTRINE OF LOCAL CHURCH REAL

The conclusion of the survey proves that Myung-gok Church is recognized in the
area and has been put in a prominent position to serve its neighbors. For Myung-gok church
to reach the community, the community must first know about the church. On the fourth
week of each month, church members come to Sunday services by taxi. When riding in
cabs, beyond being mere passengers, church members introduce themselves to the taxi
driver as connected to the church, acting with kindness and generosity so the driver comes
to have a good impression of the church. In turn, this becomes a method of evangelism,
spreading the church’s image positively through the taxi drivers.

In addition, the church experiences growth through an arrangement with the
Myeongseo Traditional Market and hospitals nearby. For example, the church bolsters sales
at the market by purchasing their gift cards and campaigning for its ongoing vitalization,
and introduces patients to the hospitals at low cost for medical expenses and check-ups.
Both spaces open up the ability to support alienated groups. As a result, Myeongseo
Traditional Market serves as an honorary ambassador to the church and community,
actively participating in church events.

Second, the church intentionally aims to grow the neighborhood together by
establishing core biblical values in earnest. “We Eat Dreams to Live” reduces economic
burdens for families with children and presents an opportunity for families to operate in

leisure. “Festival of Lights,” a month-long cultural show involving stage lights and music,
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elevates the reputation of the neighborhood. As an added benefit, the event naturally draws
people to shop at the nearby Myeongseo Traditional Market. Also, by proving these cultural
contributions and spreading the Gospel, the church can be well-placed to fulfill the desires
of the community. In addition, through the church’s “Share Love” project, the body lives
out the gospel by loving neighbors in financial need.

Third, the church invests in and creates alliances for the future. The church provides
scholarships to elementary, middle, and high schools in the area and forms friendly
relations with the schools. In addition, the church assists in tuition expenses for promising
students who have financial difficulties in their family. Even more, Myung-gok Church
helps find sister schools through foreign missionaries and assists local schools with the
associated contracts and business agreements necessary for the local school establishments.

Myung-gok Church set goals for ten years into the future and aligns its current
efforts with those goals. First, the church plans to turn the Vision Nuri Culture Center, an
arm for social services through the church into a foundation rather than keeping it in its
current non-profit status. This will enable the church to aim bigger and wider in its missions
efforts. In addition, the church will purchase eight houses located in geographic proximity
to the Center in order to establish an intentional community.

In this community, there will be spaces for culture, education, and general welfare
of the area. To this end, Myung-gok Church plans to build a hospital that gives more
benefits to non-Christians, a clinic to promote healing, and a designated place for retreats
and cultural education of each school in the city. In this way, the vision of Myung-gok

Church — living intentionally among neighbors in its community — will be realized.
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION

God established the church on this land to realize His mission. For this purpose,
churches have continued forward in the history of obedience as God’s people. The early
churches founded in South Korea have advocated for serving through communication in
their neighborhoods, doing their utmost for human rights improvement and enlightenment
through hospitals and schools. Through this, God allowed a revival in the Korean church.

Many churches, however, are facing difficulties and crises. In facing the
challenges, the church should remember that Christians have encountered a number of
difficulties from the time of the early church until now and overcome the crisis with grace
every time. By this knowledge they should be encouraged in ceaselessly performing the
Lord’s commission. At this time, churches should concentrate on entering the area,
identifying and fulfilling its needs, and putting service into practice.

Myung-gok Church, too, is a church located in the Myeongseo-dong area that will
continue to perform the local church’s mission. Like a street lights lighting up a dark place,
Myung-gok Church brightens the community by giving economic aid to people in financial
difficulties and helps students reach their dreams who otherwise may not be able to do so.
In addition, Myung-gok Church is a church that pursues a culture that private citizens and
public officials can be involved in and advocate for, revitalizing places that were once dead
by meeting the needs of the community and investing in changes with long-lasting impact
for the future. By doing so, the church invites people to examine their beliefs and secure

new believers who embody the next generation of Christians.
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FUA Ul £AE T3 JAE RAR PN BAT S AN 2wy 4ER o A
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T O AD 2014 4Q 2015 4Q SHaE
A4 (10000,0) 95.1 91.9 -3.4
T (2.8) 237.3 195.8 -17.5
Az (9997.2) 95.1 91.8 -3.5
12k =4 (782.8) 84.6 92.8 9.7
w4718 (1116.0) 117.9 93.2 -20.9
AARE 9] (499.5) 25.4 59.0 132.3
71740] (1368.1) 96.1 107.7 12.1
71 A7) (2932.6) 90.4 77.1 -14.7
g2k (1093.5) 133.4 141.9 6.4
718} 574 (1472.6) 75.7 76.6 1.2
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2014 2015
A 7] HE7
3Q 4Q 1Q 2Q 3Q 4Q (%) 941 (%)
AT Q) | 137,302 | 151,234 | 144,381 | 148,695 | 142,940 | 150,304 -0.6 5.2
T
(W) 4773 5524 4418 4693 4641 4781 -13.5 3.0
SEXNE
H:Hxﬂ 2346 2366 2408 2422 2482 2573 8.7 3.7
M
oz
71:’ 4 2184 2238 2271 2300 2384 2474 10.5 3.8
SR
ALZ 162 128 137 122 98 99 -22.7 1.0
AA N 77.8 81 84.6 82.5 79.9 81.7 0.7p 1.8p
A 2 10,685 | 104,497 | 111,823 | 111,640 | 115,369 | 116,672 11.7 1.1
ol9} T2 7|FEo] 7S [, TaVIY, VI E AAA] VNS FAdste vk, 1Y

aejal ofeh 22 Ao FASk=E AbEES Al AR F AN A, Ak ol
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2013 2014 2015 =]

R I L I B L B L O B L B L O e )

1541 217(:1%) 887.5 | 887.1 | 8841 | 8865 | 8881 | 8886 | 0.2%

BALEANT () 519.7 522.9 530.6 517.6 528.0 524.7 1.4%

HAZHH) 505.3 509.2 515.3 505.4 512.4 508.1 0.5%

AAAE) 14.4 13.7 15.2 12.2 15.6 16.6 36.1%

H] A A s () 367.8 364.2 353.5 368.9 360.0 363.8 -1.4%

BAZE 27 (%) 58.6 58.9 60.0 58.4 59.5 59.1 0.7%p
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dEN Ak HAEn s =TTl 7] e}

129,907 34,550 45,836 8,766 163,086

Li=elel StHE eI+

Off
ki
=]
ojo

Mo =

14 = koo

3]

e dJo 3 3
L
B i

HE B B E B B BB
i o =
FoHE

oy

| |
LA

g
m
==

* 23] I ER N hps www, kosis, oo, ko).

20054 9] AEol 3HE Jbg 2 Egol i AL FaE A e Alge] A Aol qlrk

= Aotk gl FuE AN ARE ol /M ol Wi Falk 22.80%% AAE Ealolth 1

v @ ool o FwE /A4 SEAE delna gAE sk szt Aasi,

101) 2005 SA A&, d=re] Tl A3 74,



58

(F 11 208 1A = 714 2 o] Fz

() AsAA A4 FuE DA FoAE 74 2 olfE FAYUN? (%)

19974 2004 2014

Tae) gk BAIY Ao 23 14 19
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3) A9 Tl

oldt
tlo
offt
o
ML

X

ol (2005, BAA)
Eal ISR A Fra
A= 1,642,687 2,222,831 1,382,264 12,777
Ak 1,378,384 364,592 261,410 2,971
= 821,042 255,593 240,230 2,433
AA 348,361 563,433 345,843 3,865
&5 203,429 278,884 183,787 2,859
=] 314,286 295,330 153,867 1,369
24k 415,726 99,571 66,991 759
737 1,741,401 2,260,594 1,286,104 16,473
Al 336,293 227,437 132,936 4,127
=5 345,972 219,742 143,284 2,118
Al 386,082 367,536 171,586 7,326
Kby 227,364 467,454 202,959 5,124
A 292,747 396,183 157,333 21,108
785 878,609 299,636 184,100 10,587
ks 1,220,542 269,489 178,689 8,992
A 5 173,658 38,183 54,764 1,687
K=y 10,726,463 8,616,438 6,146,147 129,907

103) 2005 A 5. = Tu A5 B4,
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AEw Ak A= o) & 7] e}
e 21,084 6,499 12,606 887 34,342
Ak 7,233 3,511 2,533 245 22,893
o+ 1,877 3,090 1,703 246 11,328
ol 2,936 1,148 2,529 197 9,414
BT 4,964 990 1,316 87 3,568
o 3,560 1,578 1,264 100 3,066
&4k 1,342 681 724 37 6,581
A7) 16,841 6,787 9,993 606 29,282
Al 1,624 1,297 1,116 176 3,034
=5 1,114 967 1,106 101 2,486
=9 3,108 1,079 2,051 193 2,755
A= 41,596 1,673 1,932 134 3017
A 11,199 728 1,363 106 3296
A5 2,227 1,881 2,164 254 10626
A 8,006 2,491 2,920 368 15307
A5 1,212 350 617 29 2090
A=t 129,907 34,550 46,836 3,766 163,085
SR poiE 2t =Chol
X, 500,000
1,000,000 | -=:E-_I-
M rpum
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(3 13) 134 o] 79 2, F4 o7ted&
2011 - &) 1 %

544 . I;F\\//f) oy | EEAE | 2E2 | sxx | AFEH | 34
e 7t 7het g5 | AdEN T | FAn
7 100 36.1 4.1 3.2 1.1 5.3 6.1 1.5
bos 100 38.5 5.3 2.6 1.7 8.6 9.1 1.4
o] 2} 100 33.8 5.3 2.6 1.7 8.6 9.1 1.4
13~194 | 100 31.0 1.0 3.8 0.4 2.1 3.2 1.6
20~294] | 100 30.5 2.9 8.3 1.9 3.9 11.6 1.6
30~3941 | 100 32.9 6.0 4.4 1.4 4.7 4.7 1.5
40~49A4 | 100 35.4 5.2 2.4 0.8 8.0 1.7 1.4
50~5941 | 100 36.8 6.0 1.1 0.9 6.8 1.1 1.3
6041014+ | 100 47.2 2.0 0.4 0.4 2.9 0.5 1.2
6541014 | 100 48.9 1.4 0.2 0.4 2.3 0.5 1.1
ZzZols | 100 44.8 1.3 0.7 0.3 2.3 6.4 0.9
== 100 38.1 2.2 2.0 0.7 4.5 10.6 1.6
uE 100 37.1 4.5 2.8 1.4 5.1 6.1 1.2
o] | 100 29.5 6.0 5.6 1.3 7.4 4.1 2.1
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. 2011 - 99 : %
A | A7 | eAME s | Suds | 7R | FA | Al | 7)E
Al 100 2.6 0.2 9.2 13.2 | 10.1 6.6 0.6
ends 100 2.9 0.2 6.6 4.2 11.6 6.5 0.7
of 2} 100 2.9 0.2 6.6 4.2 11.6 6.5 0.7
13~1941 | 100 2.2 0.2 11.7 22.0 | 8.6 6.7 0.5
20~294] | 100 5.3 0.2 4.7 6.0 8.5 14.1 0.3
30~3941 | 100 1.9 0.1 7.0 19.2 | 10.4 5.5 0.4
40~49A41 | 100 1.2 0.2 11.2 169 | 11.2 3.5 0.9
50~5941 | 100 1.1 0.4 12.6 15.7 | 10.8 4.3 1.1
6041¢]% | 100 0.3 0.2 12.7 14.1 | 12.2 5.3 0.5
6541017 | 100 0.2 0.2 12.6 134 | 128 5.7 0.4
%Zol38 | 100 1.2 0.1 8.5 149 | 12.1 5.8 0.6
% 100 5.1 0.3 7.3 11.1 | 9.1 6.1 1.2
iz 100 1.8 0.3 8.6 13.7 | 10.1 6.6 0.6
tZe)d | 100 3.2 0.2 11.0 125 | 9.4 7.3 0.4
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7) w37t A ALgle] W GBS s o] 4 FaFTL AT
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1 A=) 59 23.0

2 wIEE AT 35 13.5

3 AFE]EA] (A1) 117 45.9

4 A FEA ] A4 23 9.5
5 7]& 5 2.6
n-g 5 13 4.5
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APPENDIX C
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