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ABSTRACT

A STUDY ON THE EFFECT OF CHURCH REVIVAL AND GROWTH THROUGH A
BIBLE ACADEMY: THE CASE OF JEJU TOGETHER CHURCH IN KOREA

Soo Young Yoo
Liberty University School of Divinity, 2017

Mentor: Dr. Sungtack Kim

The purpose of this study is to emphasize the need for and importance of an intensive
Bible study ministry in church and to suggest specific alternatives by studying the effect of
church planting and revival through a Bible Academy in a Korean church.

Church growth in South Korea has long since accompanied Bible study ministry. Sadly,
Korean churches in the 21st century have been experiencing a slowdown and downturn in
growth. Though there may be a variety of causes, the absence of a systematic and ongoing Bible
study is one of them.

This study is focused on providing a Bible study model that can be applied to church
planting and growth in South Korea by using Bible study materials from other churches and
using the results of the Bible Academy conducted for the last eight years at Jeju Together
Church.

In this study, the researcher will present an effective model of Bible study to Korean
churches and convey to Korean pastors that Bible study through a Bible Academy can have a

direct impact on church growth.

Abstract length: 176 words
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SUMMARY
CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The growth of the Korean church has long since accompanied Bible study ministry
within the church. One of the causes of stagnation in the Korean church is the absence of a
systematic and lasting Bible study. In the midst of the slowdown and stagnation of the Korean
church in the 21st century, a solution for revival is to systematically teach the word of God inside
the church. In the present dissertation, the researcher will disclose the necessity and importance
of concentrated Bible study ministry within the church by investigating how a Bible academy
ministry, which is currently carried out at Jeju Together Church where he ministers, affects the
revival and growth of the church.

The researcher analyzed and aggregated statistical data released about Jeju Island, various
books, periodical publications, research data, and surveys conducted on people that have
participated in Bible academies, as well as the ministries of churches that experienced growth
through Bible study.

The researcher places his theological grounds on the doctrine of revelation and the
church. Because Jesus, the Word of God, became the head of the church, the church must
endeavor to learn the revealed word of God in order to operate the church on this ground. The
present researcher suggests a church model that must be pursued by the 21%-century Korean
church by disclosing the healthy growth of the church as a community gathered around the word

of God.
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CHAPTER 2

UNDERSTANDING REVIVAL AND CHURCH GROWTH

Chapter two reviews the definition of revival, revival appearing in the Bible and church
history, and the definitions and principles of church growth. The word revival is used once in the
New Korean Revised Version, in the verbal form rather than the noun form. This word is used
eight times as revive in the King James Version (KJV). The Hebrew word for revival, °n
(haya), is used with four different meanings. The first is “to breath” and “live;” the second is to
“continue in safety” and “survive;” the third is “to live again” and “resurrect;” the fourth is “to
restore to health,” “receive healing,” and “have vitality.” The Korean dictionary explains revival
as “a situation where what was in decline has risen again.”

Old Testament scholar Walter C. Kaiser describes in detail the situations of revival
appearing in the Old Testament. Kaiser explains each of the topics in Genesis 35, Exodus 32-33,
1 Samuel 7, 1 Kings 18, 1 Chronicles 30, 2 Chronicles 34, Nehemiah 8, and Haggai 1 through
revival. Kaiser talks about the process of revival as the awakening of sin, the repentance of
individual and community, obedience to the word of God, a new experience of the power of
God, and the expansion and prosperity of the community. The researcher studied the revival in
Jerusalem and Antioch in the New Testament along with Kaiser’s classification.

The first revival movement in church history is the event on Pentecost in Acts 2. After
the event on Pentecost, the faith of the martyrs fighting against the Roman Empire and the
various factions brought about revival in the early church, while the Crusades and the Monastery

movement brought about revival in the medieval church. During the Reformation, John Huss,
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Marin Luther, and John Calvin took the lead in revival. Revival in the modern sense was found
in the pietism movement of Germany, and thus the researcher studied the history of revival
appearing in the church with a focus on the revival movement in Germany which became the
foundation for modern revival movements, in addition to researching those that occurred in
England, the U.S., and Korea.

The term church growth was first used by Donald A. McGavran, and its meaning was
further defined by C. Peter Wagner. The principle of church growth is found in the Bible, and
when the word is expanded and applied to the lives of the believers, the church, region, nation,
and the world, revival appears. It is impossible to deal with church growth if the word of God is
neglected. Reading the word of God, applying it to our lives, and spreading it to the world allow
church growth and revival to appear.

Gene A. Getz says that the church grows through setting up devoted disciples of Christ
by ceaselessly teaching the word of God. Christian A. Schwarz emphasizes the importance of the
ministry of the Word and sees revelation as playing a critical role in church growth. Gary E.
Gilly, Os Guinness, Howard G. Hendricks, and George W. Peters claim in their books that the
church must stand firm on the word of God in order to achieve church growth.

Passion for the Bible obviously results in church growth, but it is overlooked by the
modern church which is interested in methodical growth. Revival in the Bible and church history
appears only when the people of God thoroughly turn to his word. Modern and contemporary
church growth are results of Christian lives armed with the word of God. Without passion for the

word of God, there is no revival or church growth.
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CHAPTER 3
CASE STUDIES ON CHURCHES THAT EXPERIENCED REVIVAL
THROUGH BIBLE TRAINING

In Chapter 3, the researcher discloses the importance of Bible training conducted in the
church through four case studies on churches that experienced revival and growth through a
focus on Bible training. It also highlights how Bible training is the path toward restoring the
essence of the church.

The founder of Sarang Church, Han Heum Ok, emphasized laypersons as the main agents
of the church and claimed the essence of the church to be the ministry of raising disciples
according to Jesus’ word by arming laypersons with the word of God. The ultimate goal of his
discipleship training was establishing a self-image for the believer, modeled after the life and
person of Jesus Christ through the word of God. Han Heum Ok’s discipleship training was a
ministry of thoroughly teaching individuals to obey the word of God, and Sarang Church
experienced tremendous revival and growth by participating in the vision of Han Heum OKk.
Sarang Church showed how a single pastor loved the word of God and taught it to many so that
the many could become disciples of Christ.

99 ¢

Onnuri Church reminds people of “passionate worship,” “one-on-one Bible study,” and
having a “QT-Centric Life,” among others. The founder of Onnuri Church, Yong Jo Ha, dreamed
of a church similar to the Acts of the Apostles, by choosing one-on-one Bible study and QT
ministry as a method to deliver the grace of God experienced in moving worship into the depths

of life. Although Yong Jo Ha has passed away, the ministry of Onnuri Church continues with

dreams of a church similar to the Acts of the Apostles and the training of the Word, becoming a
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model for 21st-century churches that hope for revival.

In Jiguchon Church, not many groups are living a missionary layperson’s life or leading
change in the world by arming themselves with powerful discipleship. However, most groups in
this church live an ordinary, balanced life in the home and at work. Living such a life is the core
message of pastor Dong Won Lee’s sermons and cell church ministry. The ministry of Jiguchon
Church is not special, but it has the power of encouraging many people to participate and
provides a sense of fulfillment through this participation. Jiguchon Church is a model for revival
and church growth in the 21st century.

Together Church in Jejudo was pioneered and is currently ministered by the present
researcher. The education training program of Together Church involves the operation of a Bible
academy for teaching the whole Bible in accordance with the vision of the church. Each course
of the Bible academy is 52 weeks long; the program lasts five years in total and uses internally
produced education material. Since its inception, Together Church has expended most of its
energy toward Bible training through the academy. The Bible academy ministry is the source of
revival and church growth, and has become the foundation for the church to grow into a healthy
church.

As explained in the examples of Sarang Church, Onnuri Church, and Jiguchon Church,
church growth involves various factors. Above all, what is most important for each is training in

the word of God, and the churches grew through such training.
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CHAPTER 4

A SURVEY RESEARCH FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BIBLE ACADEMY

The purpose of the survey was to present a developmental direction for Bible academies
by understanding their current state. A total of 33 subjects participated in the survey. All of the
participants live on Jeju Island and are laypersons with experience in Bible academies; there
were no pastors participating in the survey. The survey was conducted through a direct meeting
that lasted 15 minutes and was comprised of 24 questions.

The main group of the survey participants was Baptists in their 40s who had attended
church 21 years or more. All participants demonstrated a degree of satisfaction to the extent of
recommending participation to others. Because of the academies, the participants displayed
marked changes in their lives in addition to improving their understanding of the Bible.
According to the results of the survey, the most important element to the operation of the Bible
academy was a prepared instructor, namely a pastor. Thorough preparation from the Bible by the
pastor determines the success of the Bible academy and actually affects revival and growth in the
church.

Of those surveyed, 48.5% were male and 51.5% were female. In most categories, the
disparity between genders did not generate largely different results. The only area that indicated
a disparity was Bible study.

Participants in their 50s (30.3%) were the highest proportion of participants, but there
were no wide disparities in the results of most categories. Only the newcomer classification had a

demographic that was different from other categories, with participants in their 40s and 50s
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accounting for 69.1% of the participants.

At the time of the survey, 56.2% of males and 70.5% of females had attended church for
over 21 years. These showed a participation rate of 52.3% for Bible study and 78.5% for Bible
college, with 77.7% preferring a Bible study operated solely with the Bible. Impressively, 100%
of participants with over 21 years of church attendance felt they improved in their Biblical
understanding through the Bible academy, 76.1% saw changes in work and family life, 52.3%
underwent an expansion in evangelism and mission activities, and 42.8% experienced an
expansion in volunteer activities. The group that preferred the Bible academy had the longest
church attendance, and because they experienced changes comparable to other groups, these
changes will aid the promotion and the marketing of the Bible academy.

The survey participants were affiliated with major Korean denominations, and a quick
index of the results shows the sizes of Presbyterian and Baptist churches in Korea. Fifty-seven
percent of Presbyterian churches that the participants were affiliated with had an attendance of
over 201 people, while 100% of Baptist churches that survey participants were affiliated with
had an attendance under 200 people.

The survey was a midterm evaluation on an eight-year-old Bible academy. Although the
survey was not conducted on all academy participants, the feedback from those who did the
survey was positive. All survey participants stated that they would recommend participating in
the academy to others and stated a change in their lives and their understanding of the Bible. The
conclusion is that the Bible academy helps the growth of the church and the believers who are

the members of the church.
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CHAPTER 5

A BIBLE ACADEMY OPERATION PLAN FOR 21ST CENTURY PASTORING

Based on an analysis of the survey research, the author presents both a Bible academy
class for pastors, aimed at cultivating pastors who can teach the whole Bible as well as a Bible
academy layperson class taught by trained pastors.

The Bible academy class for pastors, named the “Bible Forest Academy (BFA),” aims to
equip program participants with the ability to teach the Bible academy layperson class, the
“Bible Tree Academy (BTA),” by enabling them to understand the entire Bible. The goal of the
program is to help participating pastors be able to individually prepare lectures for the whole
Bible and prepare teaching plans that can be used in actual lectures. BFA training students are
pastors over the age of 35 who have completed a Master of Divinity (MDIV) course at a regular
seminary, with no restrictions to denomination or gender. This presupposes the possession of
basic biblical and theological knowledge. The present program is a one year (52 weeks) course,
which is conducted in four terms divided into 13-week units.

Because the participants are pastors, the program is conducted in three-hour blocks every
Monday morning and afternoon for a total of six hours per week, in consideration of a typical
pastor’s schedule. The training program consists of lectures, workshops, and presentations as
well as homework assignments, including book reports and scripture readings. The participants
undergo a thorough evaluation throughout the process, with weight given to attendance,
homework, workshops, and presentations in the criteria. In order to complete the course, the

participants must accomplish 80% of the course, attend at least 42 hours of the classes, and
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receive an average of 80% on homework assignments, workshops, and presentations.

A year of hard work is required for the BFA training. Many pastors receive a variety of
training from seminary, but it is not easy to possess the skills to teach the whole Bible in the
pastoral field. Thus, the BFA training instills pastors with the ability to research and teach the
entire Bible. Their skills will be used to expand the word of God through a BTA ministry that
teaches laypersons, and a church that expands training in the word of God will experience revival
and growth by restoring the true appearance and functions of the church.

BTA, on the other hand, aims to equip laypersons with the ability to understand the
whole Bible. The goal of the program is to enable participants to study the Bible without the help
of others after the completion of the course. Anyone who wants to may participate in the course;
however, it is necessary to choose people who can complete the long training period. The
program consists of one 90-minute session each week over the course of five years. Participants
from Together Church can finish the course in three years and the fourth and fifth year training
are conducted on Sunday afternoons. Currently, lectures are carried out on Tuesday evening and
Thursday morning at Together Church.

All lectures are conducted with Bible academy education material, distributed before the
lectures. The education material contains content overlooking the whole of each book of the
Bible, important passages, and explanations on key figures and background. The program uses a
reference Bible to explain the scripture, and there is no evaluation for the program. Participation
in the course is standardized, so participants who are unable to attend a lecture can complete it

online and submit an assessment.

Xxiii



CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSIONS

In the Bible, revival means “to restore to life or consciousness,” and amidst hardship and
suffering, the people of God improved their circumstances by abiding by the word of God. Even
in church history, changes in life through the word of God brought about revival. The
characteristic of a growing church is the passion that comes from people changing through the
Word. The word of God transmitted through one-on-one Bible study, discipleship training
centered on the Word, and cell churches centered on the Word bring about change in the lives of
the individual and community, and this, in turn, generates church growth.

Not many pastors are able to teach anything more than partial texts. Hence, the present
researcher has operated a Bible academy class for laypersons to learn — and is planning a class
for pastors to teach — the whole Bible.

The BFA helps pastors to restore their passion for the Word of God and their identity as
pastors. The BTA begins with such restoration and revival. Pastors that have completed the BFA
course should open BTAs in their own churches; hence, they become devoted to the BFA course.

The researcher has long emphasized through ministry in local broadcasting stations the
need to know and apply the Bible, and carried out scores of concentrated Bible training in many
churches in the region. Such preparation and execution have made the current Bible academy
ministry possible. The researcher hopes that this thesis may stimulate people toward the Bible

academy so that they may participate in the revival and growth of the church.
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